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c. \\'. ~[lI,ER, Chairman. 

d for the year i886: 

... $(1),975'99 
)f Deceased Bishops, House 
cnSlS .. 62,5 62 .1 7 

$ 7,4 1 3. 82 

Ie fact that two of the Bishops have died 

ed. 

EN'S AID SOCIETY. 

en's Aid Society as especially organized 

][i"tlan Education to the enfranchised 

I to uthers in that section of our land 

;reat as those of the Freedmen. 
ely has accomplished in the brief period 
.-ned and blessed of (~od. It has raised 

secution of its work, in twenty years, 

,,10 ,nHk have tlw "idn,,,-, of "Od"~_ 
'en more manifest than in the organi

rk in the South. 

1 --~------_..-------- 

nZIE CO.\TERESL'F. 

Ollr schuols alnong the Freedmen ll:n-e increased in lllllnuer and 

il11proved in character, nntil we have twenty-three uf them, vvith une 

hnndred and thirteen teachers, ,md over four thousand youn.',; lllen 

aud IIllluen in attendance. 
,\mong the siluthern II-hite people the lIork is equally marked. 

They han' b\lilt eighte~n institutiollCi of k:Hning, and elllploy 

seITnty-I1I'e teachers; lI'hile ,weI' two thollsand youn;,; mell and 

lIomen crowd their halls of learning. 
With this summary of the work before us, showing furty-one institu

tion,.; of learning, lIith nearly threl' hUIHlredlL'acher,.;, and nearly six 
tiIuusand yuung people as stlldents, the demands of the Fr~edlllen's 

_\id Society speak with greater emphasis than elTr before. l\el'Cr 
before were there so many people in the South needing and desirous 
to receile the help of this Society, II-hose missi"n it i:; to scatter the 

clouds of ignorance, aud culLil'ate the moral and spiritual natme. 
The vyork to be done is at ()\][ n:ry door. These arc our llrothers 

and sisters; their need is our opportunity; ;lnd since the work of 

the Freedmen':; .\id Society is to bring o\lr l'eople of the Soutll ujl 
to the stand:ll'd of intelli,c;cnt, patriotic and l,ious citizens, let us 

work to increase the collections for this Society the cominl:( year, 

on all our Charges. To this end, 
N{.io!j'{'d, TSt. That the Erie i\nnnal Conference deeply sympa

thizes \I-ith thosc II-hom Ire seck to aid throllgh this Societr, and 
that \Ie will earnestly pray ane! heartily work f~'r their speecly up, 
lifting. 

lr.'o·(!!7'o!, 2(L That we regard the Freedmen's Aid :-)ocietv as one 
of the IJest agencies of our Church, and that vre cuntinue to giYe it 
our cordial support. 

({csoh'(d, 3d. That we fully endorse the actiun of the S"cicty, in 
the i"sue raised at Chaltanoo"a, in deciding that there should be no 
distinction Cdl account of color in admitti;lg students to any and 
all of its schools. 

1-:. K_ CREEll, Chairman. 

MEMOIRS. 

fohn ."'keTs vr;b born .lilly I, 1824, at Sulton, Yorkshire, Eng
land. )"t an early ag~ he was the subject of religious impre.ssions, 

and lias COlHertecl when fourtcen years (,lcL He be;,;an the work of 

th~ IninistTY as a local preacher on the Ripon Circuit, at the age of 

twenty-two. 
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In 1;)5°, he emigrated tIl ;\nlerica, and connected hilllselr with 
the l\11~thodi.';t I':piseopa] Church, at Ravenna, (J., then \\'ithin the 
IJtJunds uf the Eric .\ullual Cunference; and the ne,t year he was 
ITcollllllendel I tu the traveling cunnection. 

lie did slleh wurk as is cummun fur Methudist preachers tu du, 

bnt the major part of his time was spent near the shore of Lake 
Eric, and largely in I':rie County, Pa. 

(Jill' deceased brother was a man of unduuLted integrity, deep pi

dy and great indnstry. He waS fllll of laLors for the Master, anJ 

ill these lauors systematic and <:'xact. :\-lodest and unassuming, he 
did well tbe work assigned hlm, and was, in e\'ery sense, a suc
cessful Iuinister of t11e I,ul'<l Jesus. 

July S, IS:)?, three months previolls tu his death, he recol'ded the 

following in his jl)llrnal: "Fifty-une years ago to-day I uLltainel] a 
clear wisdom of my acceptance with (;od, aud now I feel His spirit 

witnessing with mine that I am a child of (;od. !lis spirit an:;

weI's to [he L\ood, and tells me I am l)()rn of Cud. Before many years 
have elapsed, I hope to see the King ill His beallty, and the land 
which is now afar uff. IJuring the fifty-une years of my Christi:m 

pilgrimage, my Heavenly :\laster has wonderfnlly led me, and in 
every instance where I have been oLedient tu I I is call, I have been 
perfectly secure, and learned thal the ways of wisdom are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paUlS are paths uf peace. I am fnlly per
:;uJded, if I alll a \\'illing and oLetlieut child of the I,ord, I shall ev

idently cat the guud of the land. I have lilled a great manyap

pUlntments, eilller as a local preacher <J[' a traveling minister. ] 

have had sume preciu'b times in trying to preach Jesns to Illy.fdlow 

creatmes. Ilappy. if with my late,t lneath, I may Lnt gasp Ilis 
name, preach I I im to all, and cry in deatll, behuld ~ Lellllld ~ the 
I,amb." 

Hi:; sicknes,;, which terminated fatally, was or two month,' dura

tion. "\t times hi, sufferings were very ~re~Jt, but grace was suf

ficient to sustaill ~1I1d cumfort, and his testinlUn y tu the blessedness 
of Cod's pr<lllli,es vcry emphatic. "I always bcliC\'Cd His word; 

\\hen converted, I e\.perienced its truth. I bave preached it, and 

had many wonderful bje,;sin~s in prcaching, bnt never knew thc 

length and breadth, heigh l and depth and fnllness of Cod':; promises 
till now, and here upon this sick-bed." 

IIis soul grew happy in ]lrospect of, eternal life, and 11is :;ick-ruom 
became a Bethel. Unr dear brother has entered into rest. :-1 ay our 
last end be like his. 

El{JE COKFEl<Ei'\CL. 55 
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Edwin Hull was Il<Jrn Oct. 15, [815, in the town of Camilli", On
onllago Co., J\. 'y'., and died at his home at l'lw.;nix, 1'a" (lct. 10,1006. 

In a brief sketch of his life, Brother I IIIlI relates that he \\'~1S im-. 

pressed with the need of salvation at the early age uf ,ix years, but 

did not fully comprehend the need of a chal,,;e of heart. At about 
the age of ten he saw, nnder the prc:achiug uf the word of Cud, his 

dnty more plainly, and at that time illstitllted the habit of pra)"e r, ! 

and for some years elljoyed much of the witness of tbe Spirit in his 

heart. Hut havint( failed to make puhlic professiun of hi:; faith in 

Christ, these early i1nl'ressiolls were overcome 1)\' timidity :lIld doubt, 

until darkness beclouded his pathway. ."'gain, at the age of seven
teen, he wa.'; awakened to a sen:;e of (lnty while listening tu thc preach- : 

ing of the Word. Hc unikd with the Church as a seeker of relig

ion, and was happily converted a few months afterwards in a prayer

meeting. 

It was bnt a shurt time after his cunversion till he wa:; im

pressed with hi, dnty to preach the gospel. He at unce reslJonded 
to the divine call, and Let(an to prepare himself for the work of the 
ministry. He rl'ceived license to exhort Ly Re\,. J. E. ('hapin, 

;vlay I, 18.31i, and was licen:;ed to preach, July 20, 11).37, by the 

Youngsville (~narterl\' Conference, Rev. 1<. :\. "\ylworth, l're:;iding 
Elder. By the saml' (2uarterly Conference he was recommended, 

and was admitted to the Erie Conference in the year 1:)4°. The 
following Charges he served during his Effective relatiun with the 
Conference: 11)40-1, Gerry; 11),)2, \Vattslll1rg; 1343-4, Oil Creek, 

11)45-6, Washington; 11';48-9, Clintonville; 1350, Shippcns\'ille; i 

1:)5 1, Hender:;onville; 11)52-.3, Cooperstown; 1354, l'ull."nl~J\\!ley; 1 
11)55, Corsica; 11)5(), l'leasant\'illc: 1857-8, 'I'lonesla: 1059, ['cr

ryslmrg" ISlio-l, Ellery ~ lS(,2, Riceville. Thereafter he '1lSlaincd 

a Snpernumerary relation, or a Sllperannllated. Fo!' a llulldlel' uf 

years he was agent ur the :\lllerJcan Ilible Society. [n this lield ul' 
lab(Jr he formed all exten:;ive aC'lllaintance, alld availed him:;ell' Ill' 

tbe nnlilnitetl ui>i)ortllnities pre:;entcd fur ,owill!,: the \\onl:; of lrlllh, 

l)()th in the public minislratiull of the gu,pel, anti in thl' mallY 
humcs tu which t11e Lnsiness !':ave hilll aexess. In this G1lJacity he 
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nference, 1886. 

1 and in pain ting the i " 'b'	 nql1lnn cr soul 
'.1 1ted marvelous gift' b 
·. ' • S 111 praVel' 
st testIfied that he tmlv "talk d 
nayer. He was a cr d' ed bOO man 'ill 
~"oted minister of the G "I 

S'	 ospe
,:o>1On ,vas strong in death." Dur' 
less, to the last day he was llla 
large F y n

o • • or several days before his
 
that Ius work was d '.' .
d one. lc\Illld 

Ia e all arran cremen ts £'or tl be	 . . b ' Ie 0 
ptng falI1r1y to trust in the L 1·	 on 

to I	 'a wa.;:e In Paradise. 

~is fi.rst \\ife, Hannah Jones, died 
~ngltsh, of Ludlow, Pa., survives 

[e was married to Maria Tal . ' I t 1\	 - Ies, 11l 
g 1 er, Irs. Mattocks, of CI. ark's

irarch A .
°T' 

fnne' 11a serVIces were con
· er, J. C. Scofield. Prayer was 
,. Shepard, and at the church bv 
, were read by C. \V F' lk' .('	 . ou e, a 

T. Dodds, from the text "H 
Benediction was pronou:I~ed b ~ 
onds and H H B . }. . an were also 
e church in Clarksvill· .	 e, memo-
Istlng of a hymn, by the cho1'r 
e I,. . ' , prayer, by W. F. Flick' 
Baker; singing, "One Sweetl; 

s and memoir, bv. A . J . J\'I er-• 
)rtoll, 0.1.. Mead S K IJ d' . . a en 
ld ; prayer bv D Hr TI ' , J • Y\. IOll1p
;us, Blessed Sleep" . 'a d B Tl .' n ene-· .1:: full bUrIal service, at the 
eS1dlllg Elder. 

A. J. l\lF;RCHA~1·. 

lC':rie Conference, 1805. 

Memoirs of Deceased Wives of Ministers. 

MRS. JOE'" ABBOT'I'. 

Elizabeth Abbott, widow of the late Rev. John Abbott, of 
the Erie Conference, died at Geneva, Pa., October 23, IS9+· 
Her maiden name was J\Iason, and she was bonI in Greeu
wood. Pa., September 4,1814, She was converted and united 
with the Church at the age of thirteen. She was married to 
John Abbott, November 6, 1834. Active life in the ministry 
was continued by them for forty-two years. Sister Abbott 
was highly esteemed for her consistent Christian life. She 
was a devoted ''life aud an affectionate mother. She was 
"ery patient during her protracted illness, having a smile for 
everyone, and thanks for every favor extcnded to her. Site 
spccially enjoyed the devotional services Wlliclt were hekl in 
her room, and often spoke of the rest which remained for 
her beyond the river. Funeral services were conducted in 
the church, by the writer, in the presence of a large congre
gation, and she was laid to rest by the side of her husband 
to await the resurrection of those who sleep in J eSllS.

J. F. PERRV. 

l'.JRS. JOHN AKERS. 

Charlotte Akers, widow of the late Rev. John Akers, of the 
Erie Conference, died at Corydon, Pa., Decembcr IS, 18Sl4' 
Shc was born October 25, 1832, in the parish of l\Tarkington, 
Ripon Circuit, Yorkshire, Engb.nd, of the family which in
trodnced Methodism into that village. She was convertcd 
in October, r849, and united with the Chmch. June 21, 

she was married to the Rev. John Akcrs. A few1867, 
months after their marriage they came to America and her 
husband resumed active work in the Erie Conference, being 
appointed to Little Valley. She proved to be a faithful and 
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competent helpmate of her godly husband and together they 
labored for the cause of Christ in the various fields to whiell 
they were sent. Mrs. Akers was the mother of three chilo 
dren, who were present at her death. Almost her last words 
were, "I am going home to die no more." After her death 
the following testimony, written by herself, ,vas found among 
her papers: "Help me in all my ways to acknowledge Him, 
and He will direct my paths. I always felt a great re\'er. 
ence for God and His people, and longed to be a Christian 
from my earliest years, but did not give my heart to God till 
I was about eighteen years of age. I then sought and found 
pardon and peace in believing. It was a happy time to my 50111 

when I could feel in truth that God was my friend and Jesus 
my Savior, and thongh I have had many bitter sorrows and 
trials since then, His laying kindness has still sustained me 
and enabled me to rejoice e\Tn in affliction, in the assurance 
that He would order all things right. 0, that I could do 
more for the honor of my heavenly Father than I have, for 
though trying to live uprightly I have come far short of do
ing my whole duty in many things; but I am determined 
still to try to walk in the narrow way, and trust in the Lord 
for a home in heaven." Her funeral was hel.d in the Church 
of which she was a member, and was conducted by the 
writer and her pastor, Rev. J. H. Ross. The tearful eyes 
and sorrowful. faces of that large congregation spoke lander 
than words of the loved one who had gone. Her body was 
laid to rest in the cemetery at Corydon beside that of her 
husband, there to await the resurrection of the just. 

\\T. O. CAr,IIOL'~. 

~IRS. 'THO:YIAS J)EK:'\. 

:'IIartha A1111 Jones, widow of the late Re\'. Thomas He1111, 
of Erie Conference, was born in Clarion Township, Clarioll 
Co., Pa., October 12, 1816, and died in Strattonville, April 8, 
1895. In 1837, she was nnited in marriage to Jacob Carney, 
who died December 23, 1843. In I S'fS, she was married to 
the Rey, Thomas ISenn, "vho departed this life Noyember 
29, 1°79. In 1842, she, with fonrteen of her companions-all 
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I' her kind and helpful dis '. 
ne of the hibuhest campI' POsItion.nnents . 
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nter's night;
 
? .tong years of married life
 
img star at night.
 
ve to call her Wife.
 

c, dress, and style; 
comfort her chiefest that. 

zys brought a smile. 
70t have, not that she forgot. 

, wedded bliss' 
y words may :nean. 
~ is not amiss. . 
If, poet's dream. 

loneliness grow cold. 
t too; this can never be: 
er weight in gold. 
only to provide for such 

~H. M. Stevenson, 1940 

Ik S. McKnight, voiced many 
oughts of many at her service 
I at Tid.ioute, Pa.; bearing upon 

only m her own life but the 
n she marches triumphantly to 
h.all then be seen as well. Rev. 
reI' and read the word, assisted 
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also by H. 1. Johnson and the writer who accompanied the family on the 
long drive to the graveside. It was of all days most beautiful: Certainly 
God was smiling upon his handmaiden, giving us a talisman of her joyous 
reception into His eternal keeping. 

Elroy Sayers 

DORA AKERS WARNER 

Dora Charlotte Akers Warner was a true daughter of the parsonage. 
Her grandfather was a minister in England, her father and her husband were 
honored members of the Erie Annual Conference. She was born in a 
Methodist Parsonage at Wesleyville, Pa., on March 2, 1874, the daughter of 
the Rev. John and Charlotte Akers. Her education, like that of other parson
age children, was received in the village schools at the places where her 

father was appointed, and she was 
graduated from the High School at 
Warren, Pa. 

She attended Allegheny College for 
one year and was a member of the Class 
of i 903. After leaving college she 
taught in the schools of Warren County 
for a few terms and then attended the 
Business College in Warren, Pa. After 
her graduation she became the book
keeper for one of the largest lumber 
industries in McKean County. 

While on a vacation to visit a step
sister in Nebraska, she met the Rev.C. 
J. Warner, a member of the Missouri 
Conference. It was a singular meeting, 
for the name of the young minister was 
identical with the name of the town in 
which Miss Akers was then a resident, 
Corydon. When Mr. Warner came East 

to visit his fiance, he often remarked that he was greeted with a magnificent 
sign at the station emblazed with his name in large letters--Corydon. They 
were married on January 1, ] 907 and went to reside in the parsonage at 
Unionville, Missouri. 

The ties with Erie Conference were strong, however, and the Warners 
returned in a few years to take the appointment at Wattsburg, Pa. From 
there the parsonage homes at Slippery Rock, Cambridge Springs, Bethel 
Church, Oil City and Clarion knew the kindly helpfulness of this grand 
woman. Into those homes came three daughters, Doris, Ethel and Marion. 
When death called the Rev. Mr. Warner from his labors, the family con· 
tinued to reside in Clarion. There Dora Akers Warner became an inspira
tion and a benediction to the ministers who were appointed to serve that 
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church. She was quiet and dignified in her religion, faithful in her at
tendance and a firm supporter of her pastors. 

After a lingering illness, death claimed her on Sunday morning, March 
18, 1?51 at 9 o'clock. She had been so in the habit of g?ing to worship at 
that tIme, that her departure seemed but for a larger serVlce of praise. 

Funeral services were held in First Methodist Church, Clarion, with the 
Rev. George R. D. Braun, the pastor and Dr. Frank S. McKnight, the District 
Superintendent in charge of the service. She was laid to rest in the cemetery 
at Clarion having fwished her long course in faithfulness. The words of 
Roselle Montgomery which were used to close the service in her memory 
seems a fitting tribute to her: ' 

"You are not dead, Life has but set you free! 
Y our years of life were like a lovely song, 
The last sweet poignant notes of which, held long, 
Passed into silence while we listened-

For us who knew you, dread of age is past! 
You took life, tiptoe to the very last; 
It never lost for you its lovely look; 
You kept your interest in its thrill£ng book; 
To you, Death came, no conqueror, in the end-
You merely smiled to greet another friend." 

Geo. R. D. Braun 

Y1RS. LLOYD L. SWISHER 

Of Adah Appleyard Swisher, widow of Dr. Lloyd L. Swisher, it could be 
said, in the words of George Herbert, "Here lies a woman, good without pre
tence, blessed with sound wisdom and with sober sense." 

As the wife of a Methodist Minister and District Superintendent, she 
was a true help-mate and supported the work of her husband wherever he 
labored. 

Her genuine piety and dedication was contagious and the influence of 
her life on others would make a glorious record. 

During the years when her husband was inactive because of loss of 
sight she was his eyes and his constant source of encouragement. 

Her interest in the Methodist Church never waned either on a local or 
national level, and her concern for Missions was an unflagging concern. 

Toward the end of her life she became very frail and was for a con
siderable time unable to care for herself, but even in her weakest moments 
her thought of others and her concern for the church was strong. 

Her acts of personal helpfulness sweetned the lives of many who because 
of misfortune were reduced to straitened circumstances. 

Chalmers says; "Piety is a beauty of holiness u.:hich effloresces on the 
countenance, the manner and the outward path." In terms like that, piety 
marked the life of Adah Appleyard Swisher. 


