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. APPENDIX.
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Philadelphia, October 28th, 1820 ; coml-
ed on trial lliinois Conference 1851,
ontinued. Received again 1863, Man-
1868, Mechanicsburg; 1869, Vermont
73-4, Paris; 1875-8, Mattoon District;
sdct; 1884-5, Paxton.
Winchester, Illlinois, September 215t
linois, in 18823 received-on trial Illinois
2 :
Ross county, Ohio, August 13th, 1823;
1840, received on trial Iilinois Confer-
“harleston ; 1856, Franklin; 1857, White-
xeter; 186I-2, Concord; 1863, located.
, Rankin; 1879-80, Catlin; 1881, 5t. Jo-
th; 1884-5, Warrensburg.
New Vork city, May 8th, 1344 ; convert-
ived on trial Tllineis Conference 1866,
ster ; 1869, Tower Hill; 1870-T, Vermill-
mond ; 1376-8, Nokomis ; 1879-8c, [iiop-
33, superniumnerary ; 1884, superannuated;

. Clermont county, Ohio, July 16th, 1833;
1 1840; received on trial THinois Confer-
1857, Concord; 1858, New Hartford;
1862-3, Decatur Circuit; 1864, Milton;
fed. Readmitted St. Louis Conference .
nois Conference, Macon; 1876, Cerro Gor-
supernumerary.
at Batavia, Obio, December 24th, 1827;
1 1842 received on trial Iinois Confer-
ntinned. Received again 1852, Virginia;
in 1854, Quincy hMiission; 1855-6, Barry;
ve, Griggsvilie; 1861, Pittsfield; 18624,
le; 1868, superannuated; 1869, superni-
1871, Detroit; 1872, Griggsville Circuit;
7, Quincy District; 187880, Jacksonvillle
tur; 1884, Financial Agent illinois Wes-

3

Armstrong county, Pennsylvania, March
mnsylvania, in 1854 received on trial Cen-~
transferred to St. Louis Conference, North
lorth Springfield; 1883, Kansas City, Lib-
sred to Ilinois Conference, Mendon ; 1385,

llivan county, Tennessee, November gth,
entucky, in 1855, received on trial [linois
, Chesterfield; 1871-3, Camden; 1874, Li-
averly; 1879-80, New Hartford; 1881, New
illes; 1884-5, Camden.
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PETER AKERS.

Peter Akers was born in Campbell county, Va,, September 1, 17g0. His
parents; John and Agnes Akers, were members of the Presbyterian church,
who dedicated their children to God in infancy by baptistn, and brought them
up “in the aurture and admoaition of the Lord.” His father conducted family
worship morning and evening, and on Sabbath, after leading the singing in
the congregation, taught his children the Shorter Catechism. He died when
Peter was thirteen, after exhorting him to lead a virtuous life. Peter com-
menced his edncation in common schools, and when 16 was called to teach a.
school. He afterwards studied in higher institutions in Virginia and North
Carolina, pursuinga classical course. Determined to devote himself to the
law, though his godly mother desired that he might become a minister, he
removed to Kentucky, as offering a better field. Reaching Mount Sterling, at
the solicitation of the authorities he teok charge of a school under state con-
trol; but looking on this as a diversion from his life work, he remained there
only six months, and then passed to Flemingsburg, where he entered the law
office of Major W. P. Fleming. In 1817 he was admitted to the bar, and im-
mediately entered into partnership with Major Fleming, and soon took rank
with the most gifted young men. On Marczh 2th, 1818, he married Miss Tiiza
S. Faris, of fine intelligence and excellent family, but averse to religion. In
the year after, he commenced the publication of T4z Sfar. Upon the.death
of their first child his wife became solicitous for her salvation and that of her
husband, and urged him to unite with the church with her. He refused, but
when a second child was born and consumption fastened upon her, having
fainted one day, a Christian physician was called in, and as she came to her-
self she asked him to pray for her. He asked her if she would pray for her-
self, and she said she would. Her husband thought that if he had not op-
posed her she would have before this been converted, and deep conviction
seized him. The physician gave him Alleine’s Alarm, and Baxter’s Call.
These only deepenedhis conviction: After a severe mental conflict he agreed
with his wife to spend the remnant of his life in the service of God. On the
night of March z1st, 1821, they had family prayer by themselves for the first
time. On March 25th a sermon was preached in his house by the physician,
the Rev, Dr. Houston, from I. Kings, XVIII, 21. At the close Mr. Akers and
his wife joined the Methodist Episcopal Church,




th ssuran of his VEersio W 1 e hat his life-
e d (=} 1 th]S came the conviction 1
Utanc con 1. t {
Work henCEfOrth was io be the ministr ¥ He Pr eaChed his first sermon under

| with love.”

54 MEMOIRS.

On Sunday, June 24, 1821, his wife having died abouta mogtt}i l:)ef()rei,‘r;?1
a class and pra;rer meeting his heart was strangely warmed, and he rece

3 T . HI{ -
a permit from the preacher in charge, on Friday night, ]ul,y 27tfh, from bost
‘ t ye, and believe the Gospel,” and at a local preachers’  conference aK
5\32 myo,n..ths afterwards, he was licensed to preach, E.md(rleco?}rne115[1§1clletgimleﬂr;
¥ Y itted on trial, he was appointed to Limes reuit,
tucky Conference. Admitte , e w d foLimestone civenth
i 3 i alvation of many -souls. i5 s
his labors resulted in the saiva' 1 0 ' His sec frey
W:?:t?\ell.ittle Kanawha, in Western Virginia. While on this circuit he ‘;\S[l]tﬁg
g mother in Virginia, whom he had not seen for several-year;;. (bile |
tlisere he preached, his mother being much affected. Abt thella:;ti;n;itzr Wc:)u](i
’ i if she would not be gla
1der brother asked his mother i . : > !
?:a\c:e the Methodists and become a Presbyterlan}.l She rep'hzd,of 1(1:;1:‘;8 :3’
ili i bout with every win .
stability than to be carried a g . . -
lll)alfrgﬁortehe vear ie started seventeen Sunday schiools, and received $37.56%
Ing1823- he was appointed to Fleming circuit in Ke_nf:ucky. .I-Ie hag [k)‘l‘f;
ir ification, had sought instruction and ha
iously feit the need of entire sancti cation, : t
:ézgsirjlf regard to it, but without obtaining it unt}}r this yfec?r. I—[I;erhi?nsf;;l
o i i i iding elder,
i issed some of his appointments. is presiding
?\?kl E;T;d;la;joxlted a two-days’ meeting at one of the _pr.eachmg placgs.bbl\llt;;
A;:n:s \;vag able to attend. The sermon of the presiding elder 01;11 ;t elxay
; i ring it he was enabled to
1y adapted to his wants, and during i ]
;ei:inei (elfaigtis hispsanctiﬁcation. At the close of the sermon he attlirflpt}?.d
y n(f)lounce.his appointments, but could not utter a word;, h‘_a sat bach in z
toat- the people began to weep, then they sang. He, feeling that he mud
rest, tit)o his lodging. As he cast himself on the bed, the Fathe-r, Son an
reStI, wér;xost came to him and so filled him he felt he COEﬂd not live, bF.t_he
o d that he might be épared to preach this great salvation. T]1e_pres1dmg
P;’;Ye ame'to him and asked, “Brother Akers, has the_ Lord sanctified youg
: u?;”C( He said, “I don't know what it is, but God is love, and I am fille
soll? y : :

From this time there was a marked chang.e in his prea(;lnng.t C\{Vo;c}le;-gf:é

ivals occurred under his ministry, and mul.txtudes_ were convested. In o
;EVIVf;S appointed to Lexington. Some of his official members there HEESE
tkfa:v he should preach shorter sermons. I;Ie ;;1:1;151:51:25 lt:;)troz} if;:zlia nglnds-
?nd'dosehd o :Z:)I?nOQZ;L;S;(?ciS, };ige\fisd\sa?ﬁng his own soul, he resolved he
e o V;::\e reach by the watch, but by the spirit of God, and on Sunday
b ﬂg o Ezgkial’s vision of the dry bones. The power of God came upon
e tion ; some screamed, some shouted, others fell prost_rate_. Many
e Congreg‘zzat se,rvice brought to Christ, and his officiary gave him liberty to
W?i‘e f'mm ncourse. The nextyear, 1827, he was appointed agen‘f for Augusta
?(i?ezz Oa‘.):nd did good work, IHis subsequent appointments in Kentucky

3

831 he was again agent for Augusta College. His ministry during all these
I g 3

s in power. o
year? “;132 hs removed to Illinois and was transferred to Illinois Conference.
n

isvi i and in
were I ouisviile Danville and Harrodsburg, Louisville a second time, |
N H

The uaderstanding was that he should be appointed to ]écl{Sanille. But the
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Kentucky Conference coming after the Illinois, and the transfer not being
effected until the session of the former conference, Bishop Soule felt that he
could not legally give him an appointment in this conference. This was a
great disappointment both to the people and Brother Akers, but his freedom
from the care of a charge enabled him to do the work of an evangelist. His
skill in exposing sophistry and his denuuciation of sin in all its forms have
perhaps never been equaled in this region. And yet he kept such intimate
personal communion with Geod, and 56, set forth the way of salvation that
hundreds were won to Christ. In 1833 and 1834 he served as president of
McKendree College, In 1835 he started the Ebenezer Manual Labor School
at his own residence, four miles north of the city. He also filled the newly
formed station at Beardstown for a year, and in 1837 was assigned to Spring-
field station. In 1838 he was appointed to Quincy district and moved to
Pulaski. Having learned that the church in which his first quarterly meeting
was held had been built from timber taken from unsold public lands, he, in
his first sermon, denounced the stealing of timber from the gokernment as an
equal sin with stealing from an individuat, In 1840 he was appointed to the
Springfield district, which he traveled four years. Here wonderful revivals
attended his ministry,

At the conference in Winchester in 1842 he preached powerfully, and, as
usual, with violent bodily exertion. Exposed after the service, he took a
severe cold and was thrown into high fever. He lay sick for a long time until
it was thought he was dying. A Baptist minister, who was also a physician,
came in, and being asked to have prayer, read the twenty-third psalm.
As he read, “Though T walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil,” he turned to Brother Akers and said, “You are now in the val-
ley.” He could not speak but he thought, “If T am, then 1 fear no evil,” and
from that time he rapidly recovered. During the next four vears he presided
on Jacksonville district, and during the three following on Quincy district, Tt
was at this time that he was engaged in preparing his work on chronology—a
work indieating profound research and varied learning, In 1
assigned to Springfield district, but at the next session of con
consented to serve as president of McKendree College. Here he remaijned
for five years—years of great succees as president, but of great family afftic-
tion, for in the burying ground there he deposited the bodies of three daugh-
tersand a son. In 1857 he was transferred to Minnesota Conference and
assigned to Red Wing. At Red Wing a great revival occurred, and at Spates’s

School House—a country appoiniment—over a hundred souls were converted
under his labors.

From 1858 to 1864 he sustained a superannuat
five yearsin the Minnesota, and the last two i
which, at the request of his brethren,he had been transferred,
moved 1o Jacksonville, of which he remained a resident.
church again as presiding elder of Jacksonville district, h
Pleasant Plains district, but at the close of his second yea
a superannuated relation, in which he remained.

Dr. Akers was thrice married. Of his first wife mention has been made.
While traveling in Kentucky Conference, April 2151, 1825, at Carlisle, Ky.,, at

851 he was again
ference he again

ed relation, during the first

n the Illinois Conference, to

1n 1865 he re-

After serving the
e was appointed to
r on it was granted

the house of Dr. Leach, he was martied by the Rev, Geo. C. Light to Miss
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Elizabeth Reid, a loving and most efficient helpmate. She died in 1845, and
on May 12th, 1846, he married Miss Anna Goheen, of Lebanon, who survives
him, and who for forty years has been a loving mother to his children, and his
own earthly stay and support.
Dr. Akers was a2 man of marked character, of large frame, of giant intel-

lect, of extensive learning, of wonderful eloquence. He would have been a

leader in any department. He stood in the church the peer of the foremost.

As a preacher he was rarely equaled, never surpassed. Fis profound

knowledge of the Seriptures, his intimate communion with God, his fidelity to

his convictions, his eloguence and his bumility, combined with his physical
sirength to make him the most powerful preacher in the west, and only
equaled in the east by Dr. Stephen Olin. He magnified the Scriptures and
made them honorable, so that it was not the preacher who-was thought of,
but the truth of God. He was remarkable for his modesty and humility. He
never soughs ecclesiastical preferment. His brethren chose him as their rep-
resentatiye to eight general conferences, generally placing him at the head of
the ticket. :
In searching for the cause of his grand career and success, great credit,
should be given, Arst, to his devoted Christian parents and their strict yet
aining. He is another exemplification of the adage, “Great men have
Secondly, to his deep religious experience that caused his
d with the life of God, and made faith in God’s

And lastly to his constant, thorough study of
and caused it

loving tr.
great mothers.”
whole being to be permeate
word his normal condition.
God's word, until it became as it were a part of his very being,
to be said of him as of Apolos, “He was an eloquent man and mighty in the

« Seriptures.”

REV. J. C. LONG.

Rev. J. C. Long was born in Preble county, Ohio, April 21st, 1817, and died
September 5th, 1886, in Urbana, 1ll. When quite young his parents moved to
Indiana, where he remained until he was about twenty years of age. He then
camesto Illinois and settled in Georgetown, Vermillion county, and estab-
lished himself in the business of blacksmithing. On December g, 1838, he was
married to Mrs, P. F. Milligan, with whom he lived thirty-three years. He
was converted in the twenty-fourth year of his age, at a camp meeting near
Danville, Augnst 15, 1841, and immediately joined the church on probation.
His conversion was very manifest to himself, as well as to all observers.
Grace wrought very signally in him, and the joy of his soul, the regularity of
his life and the ability of his prayers and exhortations pointed him out as a
suitable person to be licensed as an exhorter. In 1847 he was licensed to
preach in a local relation to the church. He preached in said relation two
years. He was received on trial in the Ilinois Conferénce in 184y, and
stationed in Urbana circuit. In 18s0 and 1851 he was stationed in the Shelby-

ville circuit. In 1852 in Urbana circuit, the place his itinerant ministry com-
menced. His labors were crowned with a wonderful revival this year. Much
of the fruit remains to this day, though the greater patt has been garnered in
the skies. In 1853 he was appointed to the Charleston circuit. In 1854 and

, but again the disease reappeared and progressed

- 1855 he was sent to Flomer Mission. Here he did good, faithful work, laying
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the foundatio
1856, fecling t‘;;gx: p‘rtese?t prosperous church in that place. In the fall of
he next two yoars ré:fcllgdoinrﬁct;m}; tggiljl a superagnuated relation, and for
ness. Duard : g engaged in the dry g i-
A1l out th:ii:l?ns&l‘i]ﬂfr of 185_9, h?wever, he was appointed é’Y ét’f?g'iid:‘li;
At the conbonn of lg e}tlown circuit, that had been vacated by its pastor
the Danville cireuit I-159 d-e was pl-aced on the effective list and appointed tc;
to the same cirenit . r e did effective work here and was returned in 186
and 1866 he yoas 011. th: Ilng]-fg;:ii:;ﬁf]e?n th§6Vzgmillion circuit. In 1862
I P . : . 1867-68 he
tgleliigl;lr;snfta;itfheful wife, lwho had borne with him the triarga:ntsiug:rﬂ’ael;ﬁluzt(:dt“
Urbana circuit ' gzs. TCa led to rest and reward, and he was appointed t%) thoe
bim, Miss D, A Kee};ne ':»11, 1870, he was married to the lady that sarvives
Bloomfield circuit In - ;n (Tlt the ensuing conference was appointed to the
account of failing E.]eaithxﬂzé :sllfi{ii?::é}elgircuit, the last he traveled. On
. > 2 gran i
;I?lat{.'forrll);?a rel?:;::; hE stistained un?il dea7th.g H:seilolc])l]? :psgierfer;?;é\ied‘
perity of thé churchewh‘eh EHS ever since resided, rejoicing in the rOCEf
ickness was charoit 1ich his early labor did so much to establish Hispl .
o < hisac er-lzed b_Y greatsaffering.  During most of the ti'me he o
his Godly Tiie 1 surroundings, but his oft repeated testimony, and ab ity
Huly llle, leave no doubt as to his eternal blessedness ¥y above all,

REV. EZRA J. CARLILE.

Rev. A i i i '
. Hif;;’:-g;;tcsiﬁﬂiwf% born in Phenixville, Chester county, Pa., Sept. 4,
Ho married Mie Hqt[:l Ei;h“'l Morgan county, Ilinois, ig his ear'ly CE]i]df[]jO. :;111
worthy and useful f; 1 e Shrisman December 25th, 1874, She proved to bo .
bt 2 1850, Tons elpmeet t.o I'ufn‘m his ministerial work. She died N o
Octobér Igt,h Iggl?gi son still living. He married Miss Ella L Mar?s‘;ielig
o 10 Fehu'rar E: slsgﬁand two sons sul:viviug. He died at his horr;e inFr e]-
at the age of ﬁftgen, Fr Br}?ther. Carlile was converted December 25 58116;-
Preparatory to that. woi*in;l; litcetll\];;; Eiefe}t thimse]f called o the miilistry,
nois k cense to exhort, and i
Preaiogiesg:pitegsglgj 01:3“”& Before graduatiou, however, he i::::l’]ffe;};z;lil'
during the ollowing your He setved the church at Alexander as a supply
appointed to V\JaverlD vear, jom.mg the Illinois Conference in ‘1875 hepp :
andt xbrs B o ¥ cireuit, which charge he filled for three yeurs , In \gas
Mo be was ag]:;pcuntred to Manchester, in 1880 to Franklin 111'188 o
childhood he receives to Tolono, and in 1855 he was superannuated. In b
S s hime;:gerll\;etizz 1?_|Lury to his foot, which took a scroful .
1 g @ rery great sufferine. i ‘ i :

‘ir}il}il:i;%pszgzzl again, complicated with a ;anc\cxgﬂs ;l;ti‘f:rrljfélvtllg _the

me necessary, and for a time seemed to give 1Je;mazltal§:f'z§iiz?

to a fatal termination,
beyond description, but
and resignation. In suffering'
Bro. Carlile had an unusually sweet

In his
ous character

During all these long years his sufferines were t
were always borhe with fortitude clle(;fu[ne g
af)d de.ath he was more than conéueror o
disposition, and made friends easily, .

As a preacher he was thoughtful, sensi-






