s

OF THE .

OF THE

L

‘FOR. THE YEAR

: Nasgvicle, TENN.:
PosLisning Houst oF THE Mergopist Erscorar CHUROE, SOUPH. .
BaArpeEe & SMITH, AGENTS.




120 Virginia Conference, 1891

toms were net at first considered dangerous,
but he gradnally grew worse until December
27, 1890, when his spirit took its flight to
the God whom he loved, and whom he had
served. The witter of this tribute visited
him frequently during his illness, and al-
ways found bim cheerful and hopeful. THis
trust was fixed in God. Asg he came nearer’
the end, he said to the dear ones who gath-
ered around hig bedside: “T am feeling as
if the end is almost at hand.” Later he
caid: &I am thinking all the time about
those who have gone en befors. It seems as
if their spirits were here with me ¥—at the
eame time mentioning the names of several
of our departed brethren. During all this
time hope was entertained, both by his phy-
sician and his friends, of his nltimate recev-
ery, and the snddenness of his death came
at last as a sad surprise. Gradually he sunk
into a stupor, which ended in death. . © Well
done, good ahd faithiful servant.” We doubt
Ifgt dthat he has entered “into the joy of his

rd.” ) s o

RorErr A. ARMTETEAD, son of Robert and
Tlizabeth Armistead, wag bornin Hampion,
Tlizabeth City County, Va., May 7, 18083
and died in Richmond, Va., March 6, 1891,
On October 26, 1826, he professed religion,
and in the evening of the. same day jéined
the M. E. Church.. In September, 1827, fie
was appointed a class leader. On Bejtem-
ber 14, 1835, he was licensed as an exhorter,
and on October. 16, following, he was 1i-
censed as a local preacher, under Rev. Moses
Brook as presiding elder. On February 23;
1840, at an Annual Conference held at Farm-
ville, Va., he was ordained a deacon by Bish-
op Waugh. At the Conference held in Cen-,
tenary Chureh, Richmond, Va., he was or-
dained elder by the same bishop November
19, 1843. His record -as.a local preacher.
was 2 noble one. He stood by the Church
of his choice throngh the stormy pericd of
her divigion in Hampton in 1828, and was
largely instrumental in the building of a
new Louse of worship in that town, the old
having passed into the hands of the Meth-.
 odist Provestants. The late war, resulting in
the burning of-his nalive town and home,
compelled his removal, and put an arrest
for awhiie upon the labors to which he bad
been accustomed. Removing to Richmond,
V. he gave up secular business, and in
1866 we find him preaching in Rocketts, in
that city. A gracious revival followed, and
many were added to the Church. He con-
iinued bis Jahors here through 1867. In
November, 1868, at the session of our Con-
ferenoe held at Charlottesville, Va., he ap-
plied for admission, and was received on’
trial into the traveling connection. His first
appointment was to Richmond as a city mis-
gionary. In this field he remained two
vears, In 1871-72 he was pastor of the Nor-
folk Circuit. In this charge his ministry
was very successfu, resuiting in the conver-

.

sion of many souls, and. in the buildins
three ‘churches. In 1873 he was pas"mg
Princess Anne Circuit, 2 large and 13,1)01.-1'
field, and there were many added ¢ &
Chuarch. From thence on he served ag
tor the following charges in the erdey _I;
dates as follows: Lunenburg Circuit, 187,
Dinwiddie Circuit, 1875; West Hanm!er Gi{'
cuit, 1876-78; Goochland Cireuit, 1879 Spot
gylvania Cireuit, 1880; Caroline Circuit 1881,
g4; Edenton Station, 1885-86; Oaklette
Bethel 1887-88, This year closed his actiy
pastoral work. Tn. November, 1888, at th
Conference held in Portsmouth, Va, he vy
at his own request, placed on the supersy
nuated Hst. At his death helacked buttiy
months and one day of completing his pig
ty-third year. . This record shows that §
<wag a steadfast Christian for nearly sixg
five years, & minister of the gospel over #
ty-five years, and a merhhber of our Confe
ence over twenty-two years, His faner
took place from Centenary Church, Rie
mond, Va., where he wag ordained, an eld,
Ihore than forty-seven years before. Afy
he was placed on the gnperannuated ligt hig
preached bit seldom, but as long ag ki
health permitted, be was regular in his
fendance upon the, services of the Chure
and aided the writer in administering 3|
saerament of the Lord’s Supper.  His health
vas feebie for sonre months before his death
His mind was elear and active te the
and his end one of peace. Pages could be
written in tyothiul exposition of the ma
nohle qualities of our venerahle brothér, b
the limits of this paper permit only a brig
gummary. Fe wasafinetypeofa dignifiéd
: n; retiris
-~ ]
his friendship. e had a thirst for knowl
édge; was etudious, ‘read much, thoug
much, and wrote mich. The last two yeay
of Tis life he spent largely in reading an
writing out his views upon a number of
ligicus themes, Ag 2 minister he had
high ideal. His congcientious attention’
the details of his pastoral worl, his untirin
industry, and his patient toils, often undt
adverse circumstances—in old age and awa
from his children—bespoke the fullness 0
Tis consecration and his ardent desire faith
fully to serve his generation by the will 6
God, and thes make full proof of his min]
try. As a Christian he was humble, €0
sistent, earnest, and “devoted. His i
showed the strength and constancy of H
faith, and the reality of hig profession.
his last illuess his chief concern centere
the spiritual welfare of his children:
them and the Chureh he so loved and
sorved he has bequeathed the priceless le
acy of a life high-minded and honorable;
and one spent in the gervice of hiz Go
His life and death place him in the cate
of those concerning whom it is said: “p
cious in the sight of the Lord is the deatd
of his sainfs.”
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