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MEMOIRS

REV. GEORGE W. CALLAMHAN

George W. (allaban was born in Sweetwater, Tennessee, in
1838, and was 77 years of age at the time of his death. He w=as
educated in the schools of his day, and atiended Hiawassee Col-
lege, for a season. He was converted while sti}l a youth, and
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, within whose com-
munion he remained an ever true, loyal and faithful member
until he went to lis heavenly home on the 12th day of December,
1915, .

He felt the call to preach as a young man, and was admitted
i0 the Holston Conference at Marion, Va., in 1857. During the
war he was appointed Chaplain in the Conference army, and
served with his regiment in Ncrth Carolina and other parts of the
field. ] .

After the wwar he served ag pastor in various charges in Hob
ston including Rheatown, Sweetwater and Bristol, but in 18§O
transferred to the North Carolina Conference, and served in
various charges. When the Wegtern North Carolina C_onff:;rengze
was organized in 18%0 he continued his membel_"shu? in it
and served as an intinerant faithfully and well until his super-
annuation in 1907. ) .

In hig early minigtry Lhe married Misg Annie Summit of New-
ten, N. €., with whom he lived happily until her death in 1912.

It is not possible for the writer to give the exact 1_~osterl of l}ls
appointments while with us but he was stationed during his min-
istry, at Greeashoro, Morganton, Marion, Hickory, Rand_lem-an,
Taylorsville, Burkhead-Winston, Granite Falls and Gastonia. Tt
was from the last named place that he took the superannuste re-
lation in 1907, and removed to Berkeley, California, where he ar_ld
his good wife lived out the remainder of their days in pezece, in
the loving care of their son-in-law and daughter, Rev. J. A. B. Fry
and Mrs. Fry .

Brother Callahan was proud to he one of the *old guard” of
the Church, and often referred to the fact with pleasure,‘fhat
he was ordained HElder by Bishop Early, for whom he c?.lerlshed
warm personal regard. IHe was g firm believer in education, and
many living can give grateful testimony fo his kindly encourage-
ment, and even financizl aid, to fit them for their life work.

(f his long years of consecrated service in the fields we have
mentioned, of what use is there to speak? or who shall be a_ble
to tell what he accomplished? Only in the Lamb’s Book of _L'li"e,
in the great assizes of God, shall it he known, how, by kindly
word, loving sympathy, and faithful preaching, he heeame the
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helpful pastor of many weary and hungry souls. Verily, of this
falthful servant it can be sald, “his works do follew him.”

FThough not physically able to preach after coming to Cali-
fornia, he at once allied himself with all the vital concerns of the
Pacific Conference, and soon became known and respecteqd by the
entire conference as though one of Hs very own. He was a
veritable “father in Israel” to the congregation of Epworth
Church, Berkeley, with whom he held his local afiliations.

His general health and mental strength continued very good
up to the death of his precious wife who was the joy and pride
of his mankood, and the consolation of his old age, and from
the time she died in 1912 he seemed to gradually lose his hold
on this world. A cloud passed across his mental vision, and for
a long time before he was called home he knew little of life, and
had no satisfaction or joy in things earthly.

There were two children, a son and a daughter. The son pre-
ceded his parents to the keavenly world many Years, dying in
the first blush of his young manhood. The daughter, Mrs. J. A.
B. Fry, and cne grandchild, Mrs. Donald Metcalf, of Berkeley,
California, survive him,.

: C. P. Moore.

REV. WILLIAM MONRGE BILES
Willilam Monroe Biles was born in Stanly eounty July 24th,
1871, and died in Canten Angust 5th, 1916. He joined the Western
North Carolina Conference in 1901 and served the following
charges; Southside, Wington, 1901-1904; Spray, 1905; Kernersville,
1906-1908; Burkhead, 1909-1911: Newton, 1912-1915; Canten, 1916,

On May 16th, 1905, he married Miss Ollie Theessa Allen, of
Winston-Salem, who, with six children, survive him.

He fook advantages offered by the public schools of his native
county, spending some time alsg at Trinity College. Desides, he
sat in rapt attention at the feot of Mother Nature and Iigtened to
her varied voices rolling up from the raging narrows of the Yad
kin river. The call was for a Hfe pouring itself out in constant,
beroic service, and the soul of W. M Biles responded. The
sterling character of his parents, the fidelity  of the citizenship

{ the community where he was reared, added greatly io the edu
cation of his soul

He wag born among the comman people and loved them. He
knew their prejudices and limitations and sympathized with them.
He knew their langnage and used it in telling them how to obtain
eternal life. ‘These facts explain his popularity and efficiency as
a pastor and preacher. The human note was pronounced in hig
breaching and for thisz reason '“the common people heard Lim
gladly.'®

Modesty was ome of the dominant traits of his life. He never
pushed himself forward nor complained if he thought he had heen

el




104 MizorEs oF TWENTV-SEVENTH SESSION

treated with inconsideration. His criticisms were few and always
softened with a spirit of consecration and a smile. A compliment
worthily bestowed upon him invariably brought to his face the
blugh of modesty. -

‘He was Ioyal to his church and its doctrines. To him the c¢hureh

was the bride of Christ, and her tenets His voice. His last effort
ag a preacher was t0 advance the cause of the church, for on his
desk near an open Bible was a well prepared sermon from the
subject: “The Building of the Church.” The subject had been
announced in the local paper, and a large congregation was
cagerly waiting the time when the Sabbath 'beil would announce
the arrival of the hour for service. The hour came; ihe hell
tolied a solemn reguiem; the congregation assembled—assembled
to pay last respect to a beloved pastor, for in the meantime he
had heen promoted and crowned and made a member of the
Church Triumphant. .

Christ was all and in all hoth in his preaching and in his Illfe
and that consciousness settled every other relation ojf his 1‘1fe.
His preaching was evangelistic, and for this reason his services
were sought in protracted meetings. In his preaching he always
referred fo Christ as “My Lord,” an expression swhich illustrated
the attifude of hig soul to Jesus Christ.

Measured by any standard he was not lacking, Pure in life,
high in his aspirations, unselfish in his service, kind in dispf)-
sition, charitable to his brethren, carefu! and painstaking in hig
plang, dutiful to death in.his work. He was a good preacher, a
faithful pastor, a loving lLusband and father, a devoted friend and
brother to us all—and we will miss him.

W. L. Hutchins

REV. THOMAS SETTLE ELLINGTON

Rev. Thomas Settle Ellington was born February 28, 1843,
in Rockingham ecounty, N. €., was a hrave soldier in the Con-
federate army and two years after the war was married to Miss
B, C. Blair of Mecklenburg county, who survives him and was a
true helpmate through all the after yearg of his useful life. Twog
children were bhorn te therw, a son and daughter. The daughter
died in infancy. The son, Mr. Settle Ellington, and mother live
together in Mecklenburg ecounty.

Brother Ellington was licensed fo preach in 1874, and was a
local preacher eight years. JIn 1879 he was appointed to Char-
lotte Circuit where he served three years as a supply. He joined
the North (Carolina Conference in 1882, at Raleigh. When the
Western North Carolina Conference was formed in 1890, he be-
came a member of this conference. He served the following
charges, after he joined conference: 1883 Clear Creek ' Circuit,
1884-87 Monroe Circuit, 1888 Clear Creek Circuit, 1889 Staniy
Creek Circuit, 1890 Rock Spring Circuit, 1894-96 Norwood (ir
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cuit, 1897-1900 Uwharrie Circuit, 1901-02 Ramseur Cireuit, 1904-06
Bessemer City Circuit, 1906-09 Ei Bethel Cireunit, 1910-12 Cotton-
ville Circuit, 1913-14 Salem Circuit, 1915 Henderson Cireuit.

At the conference of 1915, held at Reidsville, N, (., he took
the superannuate relation. After a severe and lingering sick-
hess he died in a hospital in Charlotte September 16, 1916. His
body was buried at Mint Il His funeral wag conducted by
Revs. L. A. Falls, B. L. Bain, J. W. Moore and A. R. Surraft.

His last messages were triumphant in faith. It was well with
hig soul and he was ready to go home to God.

Brother Eillington gave thirty-six ¥ears of his 1ife, in con-
tinuous service, to the active ministry. It was a service of high
quality. He analyzed the subjects of his sermong and made them
clear to the minds of his uearers, He never bungled and con-
fused an idea. He was a philosopher in his conception and pre-
sentation of truths. His giyle was deliberate. He took time and
put such clear analysis into his sermong that the listener knew
the sermon when it was closed. This made him an instriuctive
preacher. He taught the people knowledge. He was a profound
student of the Seriptures and a sound interpreter of their doc-
trines. He was a benediction to the people he served. His com-
mand of Seripture, and his settled faith in God and his Christ-
Iike compassion for the people, made him an effective comforter
in time of sorrow. He knew what to say to the broken-hearted
to¢ revive their hope and rekindle the ‘sinking Iife. I never
knew him to indulge in idle conversation. His nature was
serious, but not melancholy. My vpersonal association with him
was full of pleasure and profit. His faith was solid, I am sure
that wherever Le went the people caught some measure of the
stability of his faith and character, and were helped. He was
an effective man, and accomplished much good during the years
of his ministry. He seldom reported his work through the Ag-
vocate, Iis ministry is replete with good done. He built and
repaired churches and parsonages where such work was needed.
He looked carefully after all the details ¢f the work of his charge.

Brother Ellington never complained. If real or apparent
hardships came to him he put his trust in God and kept silent.
It may be said of him as of Barnabas, “For he was a good man,
and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith; and much people was
added wnnto the Lord.”

His home life -was beautiful, There was & deep mutaal de-
votion between him and his wife. They hoth had the true itin-
erant spirit, She wag a helper in all of hig work. , She did
what she could and al! she could to make hig ministry effective.
She comforted him in his troubles and nursed him tenderly in his
sickness. She is heart broken over his departure, ard we all
share with her the sadness of bereavement, but this is a sor
row that heaven 'will heal,

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”

J. C. Rowe.




