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IX. MEMOIRS

JAMES THOMAS BLACKWOOD

James Thomas Blackwood, son of Isaiah and Eliza Curtis Blackwood,
was born November 19, 1857, in Wayne County, Tennessee. His father
was born in Scotland. Isaiah’s father, John Blackwood, came with his
family to America and settled in the Carolinas when Isaiah and his
brother James and three sisters were quite young. Later they moved to
Wayne County, Tennessee, and Isaiah married Eliza Curtis, the daughter
of Squire Curtis. James Thomas was the second son born to this home.

That he had a Christian heritage ig attested by his mother walking
three miles to a little Methodist Church and presenting him to God in
Baptism when only a few months old. At the age of fourteen he joined
The Methodist Church and on May 4, 1878, he was licensed to preach.
In the fall of 1879 his home Church of Lowryville was need of a pastor.
Out of several local preachers he was selected to supply as pastor. In
1880 he was admitted on trial at the Annual Conference meeting in
Pulaski. When the appointments were made, James T. Blackwood was
sent to Fernvale Circuit.

At White’s Chapel, a Church on the Fernvale Circuit, he met Mattie
Love Overall. And on June 1, 1886, he and Mattie Love Overall were
married. Four daughters were born to this home: Lillian, Lucy, Mattie
Love, and Allassie.

After the death of his wife, he married Clara Wooten of Monteagle
on January 3, 1929, who survives him. His last years were happy years;
he never lost interest in the ministry and the activities of the Church.
Much credit for his continued good health in his last years must be given
to Clara Wooten Blackwood in her loving care of him.

Brother Blackwood served fifty years as an active minister, one year
as a supply previous to his admission on trial and one year as a super-
annuate supply. He served the following charges: Lowryville, as a sup-
ply, Fernvale Circuit, Bethlehem, Cumberland Circuit, Smithville, Bethes-
da Circuit, Alexandria, Waverly and McEwen, South Clarksville, Clifton
and Mallory, Adams and Sadlersville, Olivet and Lynnville, Douglas
Circuit, Park Avenue and Epworth, Bellevue, Medium Circuit, Pleasant
View, Fayetteville Circuit. For sixteen years he served as a Presiding
Tlder of the following Districts: Savannah, Dickson, Lebanon, Clarksville,
Murfreesboro. Returning to the pastorate, he served Park Avenue, Ar-
lington, Monteagle, Lynchburg and Mulberry, Livingston, Celina, Gains-
boro, and after superannuating in 1930 he served Palmer one year. He
was a delegate to the General Conference in 1918 in Atlanta; in 1922 in
Tot Springs; and in 1924 at a called session in Chattanooga. For four
years he was a member of the General Sunday School Board.

For the twenty-six years, Brother Blackwood served in the Pastorate,
his average salary was $363.00 a year, and for the sixteen years he served
as a Presiding Elder, his average salary was $2,272.00 a year.

In his seventy-seven years of service as an active and superannuate
minister in the Tennessee Conference he missed only five sessions of the
Annual Conference. The results of his many years of service are known
to Him who called James Thomas Blackwood to be His Servant as he
labored in the Tennessee Annual Conference.

‘At the Annual Conference meeting in Clarksville, August 29, 1957, it
was voted to set aside November 19, 1957, his one-hundredth birthday,
as “Blackwood Day,” asking all Methodists within the bounds of the
Tennessee Annual Conference to meet in Morton Memorial Methodist

Church, Monteagle, Tennessee, in a special service to honor his long and
useful life as a Methodist minister. This service was held but Brother
Blackwood wag unable to attend. Tribute was paid to him by Bishop Roy
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H. Short and a number of his friends. Two hundred Methodis
this service. Bishop Short said of him: “He wasg interested
people, not in material things, houses, land

looked on people az ends
ploiting them—he is re
wants to become,

DPrimarily iy
» Not as means; he helped them instead of ey.
presentative of the type of pastor every clergymany
simply a good minister for Christ.”

A scroll signed by Bishop Short and his Cabinet was Presented tq
Mrs. Clara Blackwood which reads as follows:

Whereas, the Reverend James Thomas Blackwood has on Novembhep
19, 1957, reached the one hundredth anniversary of hig birth; WhereaS,

Brother Blackwood will have served The Methodist Church continuously
since October 15, 1879; making his ministry to cover g

longer Period
than an living Methodist preacher; Whereas, the Tennessee Annug]
Conference in Session at Clarksville, on August 29, as “Blackwood Day,”
calling upon Methodists to meet at the Monteagle Church to do honor tg
this noted minister: We therefore salute James Thomas Blackwoog,
Preacher, Presiding Elder, Member of General Conference, Administya.
tor, friend of young preachers, servant of God and servant of man, His
ini i years but in useful d tl,le stength of hig

ord,”

st minister. Funeral ser
ist Church, Monteagle, Tennessee,
ison, R. M. Johnson, W, I.. Hayes, R, I,
Benton, and J. Dallas Bass.
urial was in Mount Hope Cemetery,

vices were

Franklin, Tennessee.

R. M. Jounson
R. L. Benrmon

WILLIAM ELDRIDGE DOSS
William Eldridge Doss, son of William Green and Phoehe Katherine
0ss, was born near Pleasant Grove, Sumner County, Tennessee,
November 3, 1872. He was marrvied to Miss Fannie Holmes of near
Liberty Church, Sumner County, October 17, 1895. On March 31, 1958,
he passed through the bortals of death at the age of 85 years, 4 monthsg,
and 28 days to the realms of glory, to fullness of life and service un-
ending. Funeral ser

vices were conducted in the First Methodist Church,

who eontinue to reside in the
i ff North Water Street, Gallatin,
shortly before his re
For the first time in the long period of one hundred fourteen yvears the
name of Doss disappears from the roll of the Tennessee Conference. No
other name hag appeared continuously on the roll of this Conference as
long as the name i (Bill) Doss, uncle of William Eldridge
Doss, joined the Conference in 1843 and served in the pastorate until the
year 1879. His son, W. H. Doss, joined the conference in the year 1875
and transferred to the Central Texas Conference in 1910, William
Fldridge Doss joined the Conference in 1906, retired in 1945, and passed
to his reward in 1958, The

three gave 110 years of active service to the
Tennessee Conference. We may have to wait many years for this record
of continued service to be surpassed,
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