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mood o the apostolic band in the howr of
their despair. confusion, and rudderiess dis-
array; for who could have understood the
seeming abject submission of their Messiah
to & Caiaphas. a Herod. a Dlilate? They
had seen him master of demons and death.
Fet it seemed that Satan was victor and the
eross could not be avoided. The human
wind is wnnerved in the presence of a con-
tradiction of its creed—axtomatic truth. of
conscience. 1t is safe to say such a one as
George E. Boogker would bave rallied him-
ceif on the first dawn of a solution of the
dark problem. Such was the firm fiber of
hissotl.  We might have expected that this
Virginian would have put on war harness
when the. ancient commonwealth, his na-
fve heath, was menaced by armed invad-
ers. He rose to the rank of a major. Of
his prowess. his fortitude and pruodenee,
his comrades testified with pleasure. He
succnmbed to the hardships of the cam-
paigns in the mountains of Virginia. He
recuperated and entered the army again as
a private, but spon beeame the chapiain of
hiz regiment. Whether girt with weapons
of war or bearing the emblems of our holy
religion, he had honor among the choice
ranks of Virginia. In the minisiry, his
dominant motive was making Christ’s men
«of citizens and edifying the Church of God.
The ingtrument of his success was the gos-
pel. in its purity and pristine power. He
did not dilute the stern element of the
truth. nor prophesy pleasant things. Men
heard an honest utterance as God gave him
to find fit words for the divine message.
Nor was the wrath of man mingled with
the **terrors of the Lord,” for he loved the
people. He persunded men by sincere
words of sympatiy for them i their dread
dangers. He did honest work, The new
svangelism found no favor with him. He
demanded that men should indeed “‘quit
their meanness’ —cease to do evil--but he
did not value a physical reformation. He
was clear and decisive on the doctrine of
the new birth—not of the will of man.”’
but -born of God’—“from above.”
There must be a radical change, whose
agent was the Spirit. Entrance into son-
ship must come by a divine paternity.
And the children must know the Father by
the witness of him in their hearis. The
Church nnder his trowel had no “‘untem-
pered mortar’ in its walls, He Lad supe-
Yior advantages. He came of asturdy race

2+ sound mind and a souand body. He
gradnated at Randolph-Macon College in
1858, He wove into his mind the spun web
of college learning by imparting his knowl-
edge to others while conducting a classical
school in Farmville. Va. He was a native
of Buckingbam county, Va. His parents
were Williamn Booker and Nancy D. Agee.
In early life he removed to Cumberland
county. He became a Christian and a
Methodist in 1848 He entered the Vir-
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ginia Conference in 1859, serving Lexy,
ton, Va., as hisfirst work., He was ple]é;’z
ing in Patriclt when the civil war b()‘,‘ 13
and gathering “the hardy sous of ‘”n"
mouniains, he joined the Southern fm.c;“
In 18265 he labored on Middlesex. o,
preached on a number of cireuifs; algg |
Suffolk, Elizabeth City. Petersburg (Iy; nl:
Street), and Richmond (Union St-at-im?
He died in thefaith February 13, 1809, a1
home in Cumberiand, ¥a. He had izﬂalsglg
active work in the ministry. and waited il
snmmans to reward and rest.  He lveg ‘ e?;
amoug us in a son, whose geuius, enfap,
prise. and traiping give hostages and ho ey
of u brilliant and victorious career in s
ministry, worthy of his honored father, qg
closed fhe service of Dr. Booker as citiszn
soldier, Christian, and minister of Gog
The commonwealth has been enriched iy

“its moral and sccial worth by such a sop

He was a man of distinet force. He cultj
vated his strong native parts from youth ¢y
age. Ile was a student, but not s book:
worm; unot like the white Afriean ang-:
gnawing a volume into dead Gust—rather
like the tezse fly. feeding on the brain of
the stag only. He instructed, subsoiled, "
and moved Denecath the surface. His ger
mons. had richness of information garnereq :
from many sources. He spoke with digni.:
tv and engaging words. His presence in
the pulpit befitted the place. His virtues
had deep reotin a noble heart. No mortal
ever mentioned him in connection with an
unseemly deed. His word was sufficient
security for a fact. He never betrayed a”
friend or misled a foe by simulated friend-
ship. He conferred honor upon the Con-
terence by his behavior ou all occasions of
moment. He loved us.  We lament him,,

WiLLrsy A. RoBiNsoN was born in Glons
cester county, Va., December 11, 1813; con-
verted in same county. July, 188G. He
gays, in a sketeh of himself: “From the
gime of my conversion I felt a burning
desirve to be nuseful. I was left fatherless
when abont five vears of age. Under God
T owe ail T am to the pious inlinence of mj
mother. For z long time 1 resisted a call.
to preach because 1 Telt my incompetency
for the work., My natnral infirmities bave
greatly hindered me in the work of the
minisiry. 1 marvel fhat my brethren in
the winistry should have borne with me so
Jong. T was licensed to preach April 15
1851, on (Gloueester Circuit; received on
trial in the Virginia Conference, 180
ceived into full conneetion and ordaine
deacon in 1858, Ovdained elder in 1852,
He was sent to the following charges: Fa
tories” Mission, 1851 York and W arwick
1852: York, 1853; Goochland, 1854 Susse:
Toloved Mission, 1885-56: Gloncester Mis
giop in I857. After this he was made-st
pernumeraly and then placed in the supek
annuated relation, and continnad in b




