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an investment for the purpose of developing
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11 see the great good you are able to accomplis
r lifetime. >
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uable instruction, he entered the College of William ang
study for the law but was soon wooed by a compeliing ygiq
set him apart for the ministry. I venture to say that had he ch
law.as a profession he would have distinguished himsels ther,
less than he did in the ministry. While at the College of W
and Mary he was a charter member of the Kappa Sigma frata
and was later elected to membership in the Alphg Charter 4
Phi Beta Kappa Society of which an ancestor, Richard Booke
one of the founders in 1776. He later attended Randolph.
College, whicly later conferred upon him the honorary Deg
Doctor of Divinity. For over thirty years he was = memher ;
Board of Trustees of that Institution. Dr. Booker alsp attendag
University of Virginia. His education was further enricheqd §
tensive travel in this country and Burope. His erndition ig show
the book he wrote called “Dreams and Visions”.
On April 29, 1896 he married the former Anne Parhayp, Ho
the accomplished daughter of Mr. and Mrs, James D. Howle Of. &
Shade”, Sussex County, Virginia. She was a woman of cultyr
of charming personality and was not only a devoted wif
mother but a wise counsellor in all of her husband’s work.
delightful companionship was interrupted by her death in
From this ynion were born and still survive two daughters
Misges Emma Parham Booker and Nancy Howle Booker: on
George E. Booker, TIT of the Richmond Bar, and a granddaug
Anne Harrison Booker, all of whom reside in Richmond, Virgin

Dr. Booker was ordained a deacon in the Methodist Epis
Church, South in 1895 by Bishop Charles Galloway and elder g
by Bishop Oscar Penn Fitzgerald. After leaving Randolph-Ms
College he served successively the following churches, 'T
Orange; Fairmount Avenue, Richmond; Wright Memorial, P
mouth; High Street, Petersburg; First Church, Charlottesville En
worth, Norfolk; Washington Street, Petersburg; Mount Ve
Danville; Court S8freet, Lynchburg; Park Place, Norfolk; Monu
and Centenary, Richmond. He also served as Presiding Elder o
Richmond District. He was offered several times by the Pres
Bishop important parishes outside of the Virginia Conferenc
he declined to leave his native State. After leaving Centenary Chu
he was assigned again, affer an interval of almost thirty yea
First Church, Charlottesville, where after serving a few yea
was forced to retfire because of i1l health. His remaining day:
spent with his daughfers in Richmond. R

Many honours, besides those alteady mentioned, came 1o
during his long career. Few members in the history of the Ch
have heen elected as delegate to seven successive quadrennia
eral conferencs. This fact alone would attest to the high estesm
which he was held by his ministerial friends. He was elected’
gate to the Conference on Faith in Lausanne, Switzeriand, i
In 1831 he represented his denomination at the Religious Servil
the Yorktown Sesquicentenial. In 1932 he was a delegate 10
Ecumenlical Conference held in Atlanta, Georgia. In 1933 he ®
delegate to the Sesguicentenial Celebration held in Raltimore
ing World War I he was 3 member of the Commission of his Ch
to select ehaplains for the Service. -

As a preacher and speaker he was preeminently successt
gelting a hearing from the pulpit and platform. He was et
with the gifts and graces of the orator, with a resonant voicé
fine intonation. He had established a record of beauty of di
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|, he entered the College of Willlam and '

v but was soon wooed by a compelling Voi oquence of delivery that was not excelled among his brethren.

- the miniskry. I venture fo say that had he :11*17 as 1897 when serving Saint Peters Charch, Hanover County,
ion he would have distinguished himself ¢ 4 student at Randolph-Macon College, he gave unmistakable

in the ministry. While at the College o ce that he was destined to “win the wreath of fame”. Within
:'a charter member of the Kappa Sigma fr space of ten short years after leaving college he found himself
ected to membership in the Alpha Chartey i of Epworth Church, Norfolk, at that time the leading church
Society of which an ancestor, Richard Booke virginia Conference, where his eiforfs were crowned with

ders in 1776. He later aftended Randolph: ~isnomenal achievements, Mind you, i was considered a signal
ater conferred upon him the honorary De Sanour in those days for a young man to attain such distinction, It
ty. For over thirty years he was a member erent nowadays. “Incomparable” and “inimitable™ were the
15 of that Institution. Dr. Booker also afiend ives not infrequently on the lips of those who heard him as

rginia. His education was further enricheq: reacher to various congregations and as a college preacher at

“institutions as Washington and Lee, University of Virginia,
priar, Hampton-Sydney, Randolph-Macon, College of Willlam
ary, and Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, to mention only

1896 he married the former Anne Parham-
i deughter of Mr. and Mrs. James D. Howle of
Jounty, Virginia. She was 2 woman of cultuy
rsonality and was mot only a devoted wif
rise counsellor in all of her husband’s work,

Ag a pastor it would scarcely be an exaggeration to say that he
few equals and no superiors. He wags tireless in his visits to his
hioners and often I have heard it said by ministers who fol-
Chim: “If I could only equal George Booker’s record for pas-
‘calls, it would be no mean achievement”, He was happy in
t fireside and gave an attentive ear to “the short and simple
§ of the poor”. Not the least of Dr. Booker’s outstanding char-
Figties was his keien interest in people. He loved people, not just
. . : 5 gct few, but he loved everybody. His memory not only for faces
was ordained a deacon in the Methodist Epi mes was extraordinary, When any misfortune or sorrow befell
when honour or recognition was accorded any friend, Dr.
was one of the first, with gracious sclicitude or cordial con-
Jations, to let such person know that he shared his sorrow or
rhaps the idea of one’s love for his fellow man has never heen
expressed than by Leizgh Hunt:

‘Abou Ben Adhem (may his tribe increasel)
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,
And saw, within the moonlight in his room,
Making it rich, and iike a lily in bloom,

An Angel writing in g book of gold:

Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem hold,
And to the Presence in the room he said,

What writest thou? The Vision raised ifs head.
And with a look made of all sweet accord
Answered, “The names of those who love the Lord"
And is mine one?’ said Abou. ‘Nay, not so,’
Replied the Angel. Abou spoke more low,

But cheerly still; and said, ‘I pray thee, then,
Write me as one that loves his fellow-men.’

The Angel wrote, and vanished. The next night

't come again with o great wakening light, : :
And showed the nomes whom the love of God kad blessed.
And, lo! Ben Adhem’s name led qll the rest!
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ROBERT TANKARD WATERFIELD
By Daniel Tatam Merritt
bert Tankard Waterfield, the son of William Thomas and

fet. Ward. Waterfield, was born near Onancock, Accomack
/. Virginia, August 6th, 1869. He was one of nine children




