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BISHOP THOMAS BOWMAN,
enger Lo the B

In the wide range of the ministry and membershlp of . His won

Methodist HEpiseopal Church, it may be questioned if any . ‘1 ; ive. Th
found therein called forth more of love, reverence and sincere appre ing his presg

ation than that of Thomas Bowmat.

“None knew him but to love him, ' e n organic featy
None named him put to praise.” i Nuded to, with

I )
And this high estimate of his character and serviece became ithe my D 1]3 125{2 iC]):ll

widespread and promounced, as the snows of advancing years whiteng, Tn 18%2
his brow, bespoke the purity of his life, and illustrated his fellowsh e Wasg 6199{931

with God. 3 hurch on the f
He +was born near Berwick, Columbla County, Pennsylvay at of four hun
July 15, 1817, and deceased at the home of his daughter,
B. D. Caldwell, East Orange, New Jersey, March 3, 1914 amed, William
#the nineiy-seventh year of his age. Hig parents were John and Sar . Merrill, Edw.
Bowman; devout, deserving Methodists of the earlier times, and '} st 0Ff his eolle
grandfather, Thomas Bowman, whose name he bore, was one of i em to the pres
earliest pioneer preachers sent out by Francis Asbury. Bishop Ba A volume -
man was of German stock. His great grandfather, Christopher Baum vaed in the da
as the name was originally spelled, emigrated to America about the otive service i
1754, and settled in Bucks County, Pennsylvaria. There were sever nited States, tl
branches of that family in this county, and it is an interesting fact (h s office, Burop
from these different families there sprang three Bishops by the. sa During his 1
name, in three different denominations, and all holding that high po né churches
tion about the same time, namely, SBamuel Bowman, Bishop of the Pr Shining lght .th
‘estant Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania; Thomas Bowman, Bisho is life’daj
the Evangelical Chureh, resident of Pennsylvania, and ““our own’’ 'Fho rvice was lare
Bowman, Bighop of the Methodist Hpiscopal Church. He was prepar . He livbe
for college at Wilbraham Academy, Mass,, and Cazenovia Seminary, Ne rd seed, becon
York, which latter place on January 1, 1833, “‘his heart was strange und rest and s
warmed,” and he testified through the Spirit to the pardon of 3 tiong ne'er dre
through Jesus Christ our :Lord. In 1835 he entered, and in 1337 grad adism.  But in -
ated from Dickinson College, witk the honors of his class, receiving e was ever the
degree of A. B., and, in 1840, also from his alma mater, that of 'iarge meagnitude
Deveoting himself te the study of the law for a year, God called
to preach the Gospel of His Divine Son, and at the session of the Bal 'F‘ostj;ta?; Sene
more Annual Conference of the Methodjst Episcopal Church, held as unanimofj:lls
Caroline Street Church, Fast Baltimore Station, March, 1838, Bish the extraordina.g
Thomas A. Morris presiding, and in association with Stephen Sam ervants of the
and Stephen Asbury Roszel, Thomas Sewell, John Lanahan, Matthew io their election
Turner and others, sevenieen in all, he was received on trial in't ability with whic
traveling connection, and appointed tc Beaver Meadow Circuit. Fro ; ' :
18490 to 1842 he taught in the preparatory sehool of Dickingon Colleg
and for the five years following, on account of impaired bealth, took b
superannuated relation. The forty-eight years of service following ninistration.”
resumption of his active work divides into nearly two egual period e
twenty-four years each, the first of which, from 1848 to 1872, was Sp At the sessi
in the educational work of the chureh, and the second, as a Gener vf the following
‘Superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh. Ten years of Y - L
earlier period were given to Willlamsport Dickinson Seminary, and’ fou
teen to the Indiana Asbury University, now known as DePauw Univers
at Greencastle, Indiana. Whilsi thus engaged he was chosen chapia
of the United States Senate, and served as such in the years 1864_-_&
1865. He became the friend of President Linecoln and warned him of
plots against his life. In the year 1864 also he was sent as fraternal q
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genger to the British ‘Wesleyan Conference in company with Bishop E. 8.

~Janes. His work at the DePauw Uriversity was foundational and com-

prehensive. The East College Building, containing Meharry Hall, erected

‘during bhis presidency, and dedicated after his election to the Episcopacy,

is & monument to his administration, ard the adoption of coeducation as
an organic feature of the university work, which he urged, he frequently

‘alinded to, with pleasure and pride.

In 1853 Ohio Wesleyan University conferred upon him the degree
of D. D, and in 1872, that of LiL. D.

In 1872, at the (General Conference held at Brooklyn, New York,
ne was elected a General Superintendent of the AMethodist Episcopal
Cchureh on the first ballot, receiving two hundred and ninety-three votes
out of four hundred and eight cast, and leading all others then elected
to the General Buperiniendency in a class composed of, in the order
named, William L. Harris, Randolph 8. Foster, Isaae W. Wiley, Stephen
M. Merrill, Edward G. Andrews, &ilbert Haven and Jesse T. Peck. The
first of his colleagues chosen to {his high office, he is the lagt to follow
them ito the presence of the King, eternal, immortal, invisible,

A volume would be reguired to rnarrate his episcopal service. He
lived in the days of the *“General Superintendency,” and during his
active service in the episcopal office held all the Conferences in the
United States, then in existence; visiting algo in the administration of
hig office, Europe, India, China, Japan and Mexico.

During his tenure of the episcopal office he dedicated over one thou-
sand churches. Affable, endearing, wise, godly, his path was as “the
shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”

His life dates from the days of Asbury and Me¢Kendree, and his
gervice was largely standardized by the principles and customs of the
fathers. Xe lived to see a chureh, which had been as a grain of mus-
tard seed, become & tree in whose branches the nations of the world
found rest and security, and which was called to face problems and con-
ditions me'sr dreamed of in the philosophy of the founders of Meth-
odism. But in all the intricate and perplexing questions which arose,
he was ever the same--—serene, loving, broad, confident, a statesman of
Jarge magnitude and a prophet and prince in Israel.

At the General Conference of 18%6, upon the retirement of Bishop
Foster and himself from the effective relation, the following resolution
was unanimously adopted: “That we record our gratitude to God for
the extracrdinary services rendered by these venerated and beioved
servants of the church, in the various eapacities which they filled prior
to their election to the Bpiscopaey, and particularly for the distinguished
ability with which they have filled the office of General Superintendent
for nearly & quarter of a century; for the purity of their characters and
lives, the sweeitness of their spirit, and "the fidelity to the interests of
the church which has uniformly characterized their official lives angd ad-
ministration.” )

At the session of the Baltimore Annual Conference of 13906 a copy
of the following felegram, addressed to Bishop Fowler, whe had been
appointed fo preside over the Conference, but was unable to be present
{Bishop Wilson taking his place}, was received: “‘Sorry I can’t be with
you. Best iove to you and the Conference.—Thomas Bowman.”” The
seeretary was requested to make a smitable reply, and on motion of
W. M. Ferguson, the nare of Thomas Bowman was placed upon the
roll of the Conference as an honorary member.

As this action was approved, we believe by Bishop Bowman, and
the General Conference of 1312 decided “that election to the Episcopal
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office does not terminate membership in an Annual Conference,” may
we not assume that he was at his decease a member of the Conference ty T
which he was admitted on trial in 1838, and, like Elijah—who ere y . KDOWI
ascension; returned to the place where his work began—passed from the Ic
membership in the Conference, where his ministry began, to the Genersj Rider
Asgembly and Chureh of the First Born, which are written in heaven? . who
Bishop Bowman was married in 1842 to Matilda Hartman, of Yorg heare!
Pennsylvania. Hleven children blessed the union, of whom seven-—Mry the s
B. I. Caldwell, Mrs. George P. Smith, Theodore ¢., Charles, Thomas M. tears,
F. B, and C. B. Bowman survive. A wonderful teacher, alert, clea; “Som.
and comprehensive; a model disciplinarian, firm but kind and brotherly and &
a presiding officer, whether in Annual or General Conference, that com mon
manded the respect of all, both by his knowledge of parliameniary law Hsten:
and his genial and affable manners; a lover of the spirit rather thap I had
of the' letter: a greai preacher, in the inspiration which filled him and: heard
the fervor that sent home the word; & winning voice, a tender love blown
pathos drawn from the heart of the Master; he was great in his s{m the ad
plicity and simple in his greatness. . longe:
In the “Christian Advocate” of March 12, 1914, we read: and I
“Only a tew days before he closed his eyes upon this world & blesse
turned to his nurse and asked, ‘Have you given your heart to Christ? house
When she assured him that she had, he inguired, ‘And has He receive Some:
you?’ Obtaining an afirmative response, he continzed, ‘Are you sure s .
This is a very important matter.” Thus to the very end Thomas Bow Rider
. man made full proof of his ministry. from
“The litile children in the city where he spent his last davs ar bury,
weeping for loss of him——the fine old gentleman with the beautiful fag Mary
and the white hair, who always carried eandies in his pockel for k catior
numerous little friends, and whose playfulness exercised a charm ove and ¥
their hearts, So he lived as well as preached his Master’s gospel. o of Ma
love, and has entered into the reward promised by our Lord: ‘Be th in wi
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” ” revive
Services in commemeoration of “his departure to be with Chnst day.
were held at Meharry Hall, DePauw University, Greenecastle, Indisfig to ex
March 6, 1914, in charge of Rev. George R. Grose, D. D., president a later.
DePanw University. Bishop John H. Vineent, at the reguest "0 Balisl
Bishop Bowman, delivered the address of the occasion, and Bishop one s
W. . Anderson, Theodore S. Henderson and David H. Moore particinate forty-
in the serviees. Interment in Forest Hill Cemetery. where rest th waE ¢
remains of his beloved wife and their deceased children. ]
Business in Greencastle was closed during the funeral Servmef-: an and
Meharry Hall was filled to overflowing by the relafives and many Friend Stree
of the demarted, joining in the last tribute to the loved and honored on ing t
“] heard & voice from heaven saying unto me. Write. Blessed = of th
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the C‘mrl '
that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow the - 1858:
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