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EPH HENRY BRENDALL, JR. JOHN ROBERT CHURCH

ist 28, 1898 -— December 19, 1984 July 22, 1899 —November 9, 1984

. “*The outreach of few men in the history of the American
pulpit is comparable with that of John R. Church.” So stated
Dr. J.C. McPheeters in 1969 when Dr. Church celebrated his
fiftieth year in the Christian ministry. Large numbers of
people throughout the nation who came under the influence
of his ministry would concur in that staterment.

John R. Church was born on July 22, 1899, in Salem (now
merged with Winston as Winston-Salem), North Carolina, to
William A. and Addie York Church. At that time there was
no Methodist church in Salem, and the family attended
Christ Moravian Church, where John received baptism as an
infant. In 1902 Salem Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
was organized a block from the Churches’ home, and the
family immediately moved their church affiliation to it. A
pew near the front of the church soon was known as the
hurch pew,”’ since it was regularly occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Church and their family. It was
te that John was converted at the age of nine in an old-fashioned Methodist revival and was
sived into full membership. Looking back on that experience, he commented: ** A lot of people
ichildren don’t know what they are doing, but there’s one [ittle nine-vear-old boy who knew
it he met Christ, that his sins were forgiven, and that he was born again.”

4 a boy, John attended Granville Elementary School and then went on to Cherry Street High
hool, now replaced by Reynolds High School. Green Street Methodist Church was built in 1921
replace Salem, and the Church family moved their memberships there. _
Atthe age of fifteen, John felt the call to the Christian ministry, but he also felt the temptation to
into business and make money. He resisted the call to the ministry at that time and went to
rk in the old City Market in Winston-Salem.

On December 25, 1917, John was married to Lola Helen Burton, and to them three children
te born: John Robert, Jr., on January 6, 1919; Addie Helen, who died at birth-in December,
1920; and Billy Hyde, on February 11, 1922.

ollowing his marriage to Loka and due in Iarge part to her godly influence and prayers, John
ed back from the way of the world to answer God’s call to the Christian ministry. He and his
ung family moved to Rutherford College, where he enrolled as a student. To support his family,
cut wood, painted, and worked at other jobs as opportunity presented. It was while he was at
therford College that he was brought to an awareness of the scriptural and Wesleyan doctrine
of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Searching the scriptures, he found that the New Testament did
ndeed teach clearly that the baptism of the Holy Spirit was a work of grace to be sought and
teceived by Christians following their conversion experiences. He became convinced that if the
isciples of Jesus in the long ago needed their Pentecost, he, too, needed such an experience. Asa
sillt, he songht and, after a period of five months of seeking and praying, testified that the Lord
id grant him an infilling of the Holy Spirit that flooded his soul with such a peace, such a rest,
ichajoy,and such a love that he felt he could take the whole world into his arms and love all who
Wereinitto Calvary. Across the years, he testified that if he had had any success in the ministry, if
d.had been able to use him, it was because he had sought and received the baptism of the Holy
nt. .

:Following his studies at Rutherford College, John completed the four-year Conference Course
f Study through the Duke University summer school program. In 1920 he was appointed as
ply pastor of the Shoal Creek-Echota Charge, a mountain circuit of five churches, two of
v ch_ were made up of Cherokee Indians. He was admitted on trial into the Western North
arolina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 1922, was admitted into full
tontection and ordained deacon in 1924, and was ordained elder in 1926.

“His effectiveness as an evangelist was evident from the beginning of his ministry. During his
thee years on the Shoal Creek-Echota Charge, he received over eighty people into church
lembership, most of them on profession of their faith in Christ.

.In 1923 he was appointed to the Trinity Charge in Thomasville, where he received 128 people
lo church membership during a two-year pastorate. Toward the close of his second year there,
P}'esiding elder. W.A. Newell, asked him what his desire was concerning the next year's
ointment. John asked to be moved, saying that he had become so caught up in the community
clivities in Thomasville that his studies and sermon preparation were being neglected. He told
tother Newell that he would gladly take a $500 cut in salary to be sent back to the mountains. He
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- was appointed to Andrews, where he kept his mornings reserved for study and his afternoong for
visiting and, as he put it, “laid the foundation for his ministry.”” During his three-year Pastorage
there, eighty members were added to the church.

In 1928 he was appointed to Kings Mountain, where 203 members were received intg the

church during his four-year pastorate. In 1932 he was appeinted to the Davidson Charge in
Davidson County. Again his effectiveness asa pastor and evangelist was reflected in the additjoy’

of ninety members to the churches within a two-year period.

During the fourteen years John had now been in the ministry, he had received almogt 600
membets into the churches which he had served, and his reputation as an outstanding revivyy

preacher was widespread, More invitations to conduct revival services for other pastors Werg

being received than he felt he could honor and still continue as an effective pastor of lpea):

churches. God’s plan for his life seemed to be leading clearly into the work of a full-time evang
list. Thus, at the 1934 Annual Conference, he requested and received an appointment as Confa

ence Evangelist, stepping out on faith as did Abraham of old. It 1936 he was elected by the Boarg:

of Missions to become a General Evangelist of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. g

John moved to ahouse in Winston-Salem in 1934, and later, in 1937, he moved into the house fi
had built on a tract of land he had acquired on Ardmore Road near Winston-Salem. Miss Ry
Phelps came into the Church home in 1934 to help take care of Billy, who had been stricken with
brain tumor which would result in his death in 1938, She remained as a part of the Chure
household across the years, helping to take care of John, Jr., and thus enabling Lola to go with he
husband on many of his preaching engagements across the country.

From 1934 until failing health curtailed his travels in the 1570°s, John Church crisscrossed the -

nration, preaching the Gospel of Christ and seeking to spread scriptural holiness across the land
His ministry carried him into forty-two states, taking him into some of the largest and mos
influential chirches of the land, as well as into hundreds of other churches and communities. H;
never lost th: common touch in his ministry and responded as readily to invitations to condug
revivals in the smaller churches as he did to those from large churches. He was noted as one of th
outstanding campmeeting preachers of the nation, preaching on the campmeeting platforms with
such pulpit giants as H.C. Morrison, E. Stanley Jones, Bud Robinson, and Bishop Arthur J
Moore. He preached in thirty-one colleges and universities, including Duke University, Emory
University, Asbury College, and Asbury Theological Seminary. Also included in his preaching
schedule were seven Methodist annual conferences and two general conferences of other denom:
inations. In 1942 he was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree by Asbury College. o
For many years John Church was on the board of trustees of Asbury College, and he was
chairman of the board of trustees of John Wesley College, now located in High Point, North
Carolina, for thirty years. He was instrumenta) in helping to organize and establish the John
Wesley Camp Meeting in High Point and continued across the years as one of its most faithful
supporters and one of its most appreciated platform preachers. o
It has been estimated that throughout his ministry, Dr. Church traveled more than a milfion
miles, conducted around 1,000 evangelistic crusades or series of revival services, had tens of
thousands of people respond to his aftar calls to accept Christ or seek the baptism of the HO{Y
Spirit, and saw over 800 peopie answer the call of God to the Christian ministry under hig
preaching. Twenty-one of his books have been published. All of them are still in print and may be,
obtained from Oakley’s Bookstore in Lexingten, North Carolina. It is estimated that over tw
million copies of them have been sold, their circulation extending almost literally around
world, :
Bishop Earl G. Hunt, Jr., described John R. Church as one of the great itinerant preachers,
the twentieth century and said, *‘I have found Dr. Church to be one of the most practical Biblic
preachers T have had the privilege of hearing. . . . The trail of blessing which he has left across th
earth is a wide and holy way.” L
Those of us who knew John R. Church personally knew him as one who tried to live m_hf
personal life the great truths of the Gospel which he proclaimed. To him the essence of scriptur
holiness was a Christlike character. He preached with deep conviction the doctrine of the baptts
of the Holy Spirit as a work of grace subsequent to conversion because of the blessings it
brought to his own life and ministry, as well as because of its Biblical foundation, He set fﬂﬂhh}
personal ambition in the words of the Apostle Paul:
But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and
I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith: that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection,
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death; if by
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June 24, 1909 — August {8, 1984
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