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868 ANNUAL MINUTES OF THE

REV. IRVIN T. EDWARDS

The Rev. Irvin T. Edwards was born at Coniston, in the lake dis-
trict of England, near where John Ruskin lived, and often as a lad lifted
his hat to the great man as he passed by on the village street. Early
in his youth his parents moved to Bangor, Pennsylvania, where one morn-
ing from the depths of a' slate guarry he caught a vision of God and
heard the call of Christ to become a faithful minister of the Lord. He
received his preparatory education at Pennington Seminary, from which
institution he graduated as valedictorian of his class. He was a splendid
Greek scholar. . He-also excelled as a writer, debajor and orator.

After graduating from Dickinson College in 1903 he entered the
“Big Brotherhood” of the Christian ministry of the Philadelphia Con-

ference and for twenty-one years gave full proof as a good minister of .

Jesus Christ, serving with much acceptability Ambler, Norwood, McConnell

Memorial, Swarthinore, Cookman, Columbia, Honeybrook, Lykens, Tacony,
Spring City, and St. Clair. Brother Edwards had a lofty conception of
the Christian ministry. His preaching was of a high order and always
attracted the thoughtful of the community.

A brief account taken from the District Superintendent’s report of

his wotk in his first charge, Ambler, gives us the trend of his entire,
only too brief, ministry. 1903, improvements, $325. 1904, conversions,
35. Probationers, 32. Swiday School attendance increased 50 per cent.
New organ, church carpeted. Improvements, $975. 1905, conversions,
25; probationers, 25. Improvements, $200. Old debt, $475. His work
in his last charge, St. Clair, was monumental. Many will rise in the
land of eternal day to call him blessed.

Brother Edwards was faithful in death. He knew he was going
into the shadows, but like the sweet singer of Tsrael he was enabled
to say, “Though He lead me through the valley and the shadow of death
I will fear no evil.”” He had the consciousness that Christ was with him,
For him there was no sting in death, tio victory in the grave, In death
he was the victor.
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