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censed to preach and appointed to supply the church at Westport Point.
he next year he became a probationer in the Annual Conference and
as regularly advanced, in succeeding years, to full membership and to
zacon’s and elder's orders, e spent thirty four vears in the pastorate
sing in and out among his people as a true man of God, a faithful preacher
 the gospel of Christ and a diligent shepherd of the flock. In 1905 he
quested azd was granted the supernumerary relation. Four years later
e was honorably retired. And last autumn, in-the full glory of the har-
est time, he went to lay his ripened sheaves at the Master's feet. -
In the summer of 1872 Mr. Babcock was united in marriage with Miss
Carrie E. Gifford, whom he had met while in his first pastorate. After
‘she had gone with him, during a third of a century, to his several charges,
they went together; upon his retirement {rom active service, back to her
native town, Westport, there to spend their declining days. He died
‘October 20, 1920, less than a vear after the decease of Mrs. Babcock,
aving to the surviving son and daughter the heritage of a noble name and
a precious memory. With funeral services conducted by the district
superintendent, Dr. John H. Newland, and several other members of the
Conference, his body was laid to rest in the Maple Grove Cemetery in
Westport, - :
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REV. GEORGE W. ELMER.

George Washington Elmer, son of Andrew W, and Mary F. Elmer, was
born in Newbern, N. C., October 19, 1850, and died at his home in See-
konk, Mass., January 22, 1921, 7 .

Mr. Elmer’s family came north prior to the Civil War and while yet a
lad he was left an orphan. Then began a period of drifting that seems
not to have been undirected by “‘the Father of the fatherless.”” After
brief tarryings in several Scouthern cities, he decided to visit the Orient
and sailed from New York on a vessel bound for China. It was not long,
however, before the spirit of unrest urged him on to Japan, where, as a
youth of sixteen, he took fast root and spent the longer portion of his-active
. life. Having mastered the Japanese language, he served for a number of
years as interpreter in the American Consular Court. 1n 1879, at a watch-
meeting conducted by Rev. I. H. Correll and his wife, of the Methodist
‘Episcopal Mission, Mr. Elmer was converted. Almost immediately he
: joined the Mission and began to preach in Japanese, which he continued to
- do until his return to America, serving several mission stations. For two
vears he worked in the interior of Japan, From 1880 to 1835 he was

employed by the American Bible Society with headquarters at Yokohama,

- Mr. Elmer’s first wife- was Miss Emily Gray of Philadelphia, who died
in 1883, leaving a newborn daughter, now Mrs. Emily E. Downs of New
August 10, 1838 T Bedford, Mass. On his thirty-fth birthday in 1885, he wedded Miss
rous Methodist " He was diree Emma ]. Benton, a daughter of the late Rev. J. T. Benton of the New
tking full 2 do- 15t laith, England Southern Conference, at that time working in Japan under the
r of the M chal‘ét.age of the school auspices of the W, F. M. S.
@ made a,eb odist Ep}scopa_l Chuf - In 1889 Mr. Elmer returned to America, after an absence of twenty-
isted in eglnning in business' three vears, and began ministerial work in the New Engtand Southern
When host iljs] Conference at Staffordville and Willington, Conp. His later appoint-
J attracts llfbles_ceased and he ha ments were Cottage City, Chatham, Sandwich, Welifleet, Moocdus and
! vears WerVE usiness offers to o Haddam Neck, Voluntowr and Griswold, Wareham and East Wareham,
1 the € ?pe_nt in the School Wapping and Windsorville, Hope and Washington. Broken health forced
: year of his graduation he : im to retire at the Conference of 1907, -
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The early vears of his retirement were spent in Providence, where i
attended Trinity-Union Church a large class of mep and wory,
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After fourteen years of invalidism, in which he was never free from pai
Mr, Elmer succumbed to heart trouhle. . o
¢ was a good minister of Jesus Christ, who wrought with intel
and faithfulness, both in the mission field and in the homeland, He faep,
difficulties with a song and a shout. MHe accepted infirmity with herei
fortitude. He turned defeat into victory with rare ingenuity. Ha i
pressed all who knew him with his manliness ard godfiness, :

he funeral sarvices, held in the Congregational Church,
in charge of his District Superintendent, Rev., I. W.
assisted by Drs, . B. Thomas, J. 1. Bartholomew, s
Rev. Mr. Handanian of the local church. Dr. L, C. Bass read the g
mittal Service, The burial was in Pocasset Cemetery, Providené
Besides his wife, Mr, Elmer is survived by three sons and three daughter
alse by a brother, who resides in New York City. :

REV. CHARLES HARLEY SMITH.

Rev. C. Harley Smiith, san of Francis B. and Qlive F.
in a Christian home in Spring Valley, Wis., Jan. 3, 1858,
in Brookline, Mass., Febh, 25,1921. He decided for Christ at sixteen y
of age—in that decade of life the most fruitful in conversions. Tha dig
cerning soon saw tokens of pis coming call to the Christian ministry, it
i r, young Smith could not see bis own fitness,

. i . For one yea
public schools in Rockton, I1l., and then for two years;
herin South Dakota. On a business trip over, t
Neb., his call to the ministry became so definite and
i » he went to a Presidi
n, and irnmediately was sent further west o
trial trip in preaching, and souls were cenverted, . and our brother
longer “‘conferred with flash and blood,” or business. :

A church member in '75, an Exhorter in May, '80, a Local Preagher
Dec., "85, and sent at once as “supply'" pastor, to organmize '‘a circ
round about Plarkinton, Dakota Territory, admitted to Dakota Conferen
Oct., '86, secretary of that Conference for several years, meantime ordaine

shops Walden and Fitzgerald, stationed at Tyndall and Kimb
one year each, followed by a term at Plankinton, two years at Garret
Biblical Institute and “supplying” churches in Chicago, three and on
half vears at Yankton, Dak., in the summer of ‘06 transferred to New
England Southern Conference, and for twenty-five years serving as follow
Phenix (and Washington), four years; Thames St., Newport, two year

- invali

worcd

prome
ever |
haust
and 11
Wh
rEMmos
here)

fields



