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MEMOIRS. 31
I%:l estion XVE. What Local Deacons have been elected Elders
ne. ‘ : - ; }

i ’ V i i 2 ; -hich he received at

Question XVIL. What Local De ; What may have been his educational advantages, apart from that whic

. s g ACon : i .
Elders? ® . have been ordaine ome, the writer has not been able to ascertain ; presumably they were good. .

None. - On completing his school-days he engaged in business in the town of Cavan, but unlike
cased not

iany of his early associates, he did not consider his edueation to be complete; he ¢
5 cultivate his mind by utilizing all his cpportunities in constant and careful study, and
an character and devetion to the work of the Church
hat the thought of his mind became clearly evident to his brethren—such talents could not
& hidden. He was licensed 10 preach and was employed as a supply on the Newry Circuit.
* From the inception of his ministry, Thomas Guard's digtinguishing pagsion was & hunger

was its intensity that his days and much.of his nights, when not
evouring de-

LQuestion _XVIII.I Who are the Supernumerary Preachers ?
o . f] MoriarB SﬁA. Wilsen, C. A. Reid, J. H. Brown, C. IL. Mytinger, E. B. Shipley, G
. Markham, L. D. Herron, 8. H. Cummings, Geo, W. Feelemyer, Thos. 2 ¥ ’
B. N. Wooden, J. W. Hedges-—14. ? él, o Myem, . D. Mo
Quest-.lou XIX. Who are the Superannuaied Preachers ?

. R.yM. Lipscomb, M. Goheen, C. H, Savidge, B. H. SBmith, W. C. Mullin, W. H. Pitche:
C. B Young, Jas. Brads, Jas. Gamble, G. W. Terael, M. A. Turner, 8. L. M. Conser, 0. P
Witgman, M. L. Hawley, A. J. Bender, J. W. Start, J. W. Cullum17. T
Q,Iflestlon. XX. Was the character of each preacher examine
This was strictly attended to by calling over the names before the Conference
Question XXX, HMave any died ? o

“after his conversion such was his Christi

by knowledge, and such
ngaged in communicating, were spent in ceaseless endeavor 0 allay the all-d /
iie to secure that ability by which he might he.ensbled rightly to set forth the claims of the
great teacher upon the minds and hearts of men. '
“ During his ministerial probation he drilled himself in standard English divinity, and
Fiade himself thoroughly acquainted with Methodist theology, so that therein he is gaid to
s¥e had no superior. By this method he laid the foundation for the developmens of those
“splendid powers which so distingnished him in after years, and which even at this eariy
Period in his life began to appear. ' :

Nor did theology alone sufflce to satisfy his vearning for a comprehension of the great

‘mysteries of mind, of nature, and of God. Heexplored, with painstaking tenacity -of pur-
as the chatacter of his percepiions that the facility

MEMOIRS.

REV. THOMAS GUARD.

Rev. Thomas Guard was born in County Galway, Ireland, June 3d, 1831. Fle entered thi
ministry about the 21st year of his age. His appointments in Ireland, so far as known, wer
Newry Circuit, Londonderry, Dublin, Limerick, Belfagt. In 1862 ke went to his work :whic'h
was chiefly in Grahamstown and Port Elizabeth, South Africa, and in 1871 came to A7meric':
without expectation of remaining, Such, howaver, Weré his impressions of this country fh‘a".t on;
being tnvited to the pastorate of the Mt. Verncn Place Church, Baltimore, he decided toremal
and make it the land of hiz adoption. In 1872 he took charge of that congregation, remain
ing until 1875, wher he was transferred to the California Conference, and was app:)inted 10
the Howard Street M. E. Church, in Ban Francisco. During the years 1878 and 79, he filled
the pulpit of the First M. E. Church, Qakland, California, when he was again, in 1é80 sohc.
ited to resume his former relation ag pastor of tha Mt, Vernon-Place congregat;on Ba}t-’imore
where he remained until his desth, which occurred unexpectedly, on Sunday O;:tober 15tH,
1832, in the 52d year of his age. Good men, sorrowing that they should see hisj face no more
bore him to his resting-place in Greenmount Cemetery, where his brethren design to erect 4
monument to his memory. It is simple truth to say that two continents mourn his untimely
death. ' !
He wasg the eldest son of Rev. Willlam Gugrd, 2 Methodist preacher.' It iz 3 notabls

fact that Mr. Guard's father was indebted for his conversion to God, to the agency of Lorenzo
Dow, an eccentric American Methodist prescher, who was atb that time laboring ag an evan-
gelist in Ireland.
His mother was a Miss Browning, the daughter of a clergyman of the Hstablished
Chureh, a lady of unusual gifts and graces, to whom the subject of this ﬁnemoir wag always
pleased to attribute by inheritance, motherly countenance and training, whatever of intellec:
tual bent and endowment he possessed, ' o o

- pose, all realms of literature, and such w
with which he assimilated the facts of his reading was amazing.
His memory was wonderful in its tenacity so that he seemed never to forget or lose sight

anything which he had once made his cwn. Not less marvellous was hie power to sur-

mon the creaturss of his memory to stand forth marshalled in the order in which he desived

to use them. -
His analytic powers were of that order before which all metaphysical difficulties geemed
to melt away as the snow before the ‘mid-day sun and the breath of gpring, bringing order

out of confusion, and making darkness light; as fire among stubble, so did@ they consume

way the overgrowths of sophism and rhetorical paint by which is 50 often obscured and

hidden away, the truths which are the free gifts of God.
But what pen can describe the splendor of hig imagination—golden-winged, it seemed to

soar to heights almost immessurable—or the matehless eloquence by which the listening

thonsands were enchained as they sat enraptured at his feet, and by which the unseen was
‘made to appear that which was most real and eternal. It were vain to attempt the descrip-

tion of those magnifieent powers by which high and low, smoal] and great, were made {o bow

in admiration of this splendid genius. )
Thomas Guard was one of those great men with whom Ireland has so munificently en-

dowed America, and in him she has begtowed upon her an illustrious lnstance of her incom-

parable oratorical handiwork,
“ Ag a lecturer and platform speaker he was almost unequalled.  But it was in the pulpit,
with the Bible open hefore him, as the minister of Jesus Christ, that he shone pre-eminently,
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‘the prince of pulpit orators.  Here he was ﬁithotit

& peer: see him ag reverentially:;
before the Infinite; lsten as his veice ascends to God for Lelp ; behold his awe-strick:
tenance as he seems to catch the sight of Him whom he gerves, and you have tﬁe se(éle
strength: - Thomas Guard is praying; he i= not saying. ‘prayer; he is not dels :
address 1o the Almighty ; he needs something; as the child to the father, so comes hig
he believes in Him as near, ready to help, true to His promise; and then, as he &
‘his theme, behold:his kinding eye, watch his radiant countenance all aglow with; ;
heat of the divine thought that is burning within; hark, while the lips mové -‘as taue
the coal from off the altar of God, and his imagination kindles into flame over sﬁcu.t
as the blessed and only Potentate, the divine government, atonement, love of Ohriét
and Lell, and having heard, you have gone away humbled or exalted, with lo.ftiia-
tions and elearer conceptions of the relations bstween God and man; oppi‘esse ;

tential pain, or exultant through the victory which overconteth the world.
No Methodist preacher of modern. times hag wielded a greater infiuence o

people of other denominations or drawn more. educated non-church-gosrs to liste
bruths of the Gospel:on the S8abbath dey; nor ean we ever rﬁeasure the effects of -hig
ing until the secrets.of all hearts are made known.
here shall ever be permitted to listen io such presentation of Gospel truth again
great Inminary of the g =}<1es, he hag flashed before our mental vision for a littl
too bright for earth, has passed on in his eternal orbit to accomplish the m_ightjr 1

Him who made him what he was and is, “A chosen vesgel to bear His name.”
Az & man, Mr. Guard endeavored to illustrate by hig life among men wha,t he taJ

the pulpit—-Christ, the way, the truth, the life.
thoroughly honest towaxd God, himself, and his fe]low -mien;; perfectly smcere,“gmlel
der ﬂrentle, sympathetic, generoug, app:oachab]e by all.

It may well be doubted if’ we.

He wag in the }nghest gense a g

KNone loved his church or
Especially wag he read) to ghow bis utter unselfishness in aid of thoge
hnn hoever hamble or how much the sacrifice, and nothing was better caleulate
hig 111d1gnat10u than unkindness toward them. He a.bhorled all cant, miere santi

patent phmseolocry and held the stu dy of the Word, thoughtfulness and pmyér 1o
be the antidote to all abnormal developments of Christian life.
A prince and 2 great man has fallen; the power of the Unseen has removed

the assoclations and the work he loved so well,
hjs chaste eloguence still lingets on our ears; the creations of his wondrous faf
themselves before our vision ;" yea, does not the painter himself still linger amaons
theé inflience of his life iricite ns to noblsr deeds? While memory lasts we shallh
for is tiot our Father kis Father? « The %

The chaplets which men wove for his b

We do not number him arhotig’

He was our brother; he still is:
Kinz, has only gone to his inheritance.
earth have given place to the fadeless lanrels of the skies.
Time, space, and a better limner will be needed to trace and. pamt a character

trne nobility and Christian-manliness has had no superior presented to ouz ohsert
_has fought the good fight; he has won the throne, and the angels and the redeen
sung their hallelujahs as the blessed and only Potentate placed the cordna.l, o gi :
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EDWARD SEWELL FORT.

Edward Sewell Fort was born at Bllicott City, Howard Co., Md., April 26th, 1840 and
jed suddenly, October 10th, 1882, on Forestville Circuit, in his native State. His early Hfe
s spent at Bllicott City, where he wae reared under Methodist auspices, and the foundation
of his character laid in a Methodist Sunday School. At the age of nineteen he was converted
‘Under the ministry of Rev, Charles A, Reid. With his conversion came the call of God
i'preach the Gospel, but, like meny others, he delayed obedience to it 'till later in life.

He was twice married, and as the fruit of his flrst marriage, one daughter remaing. His
atne first appears on the Minutes of the Conference of 1878, at which Conference he was
stigned to West Falls Circuit, where he Temained thres years. During his third year on
a4t Oirenit he was married to Miss Rachel C. Bell, April 20th, 1873, by his Presiding Elder, .
ev Wilford Downs. The record of his ministerial service was coniined to & gingle decade,
nt in thai brief period how much of suffering, self sacrifice and toil were compressed, God
iid himself only knew. :

... He believed firmly in the doctrines and discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Fhen he kneeled ot her altar and consecrated himself to God and his work, he kept back no
srt of the price, “hut first gave Admself unto the Lord and unto us by the will of God.”
“He wag, therefore, ready for whatever work his Chuzch and his Master had for him to do.
his, to him, mesant preaching the Gospel, *“in much patience, in afiictipn, in necessities, in -
istresses—as unknown and yet well known; as chastened and not killed; as gorrowful, yet
ways rejoicing; ag poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing all
ings.” . :
Through all his ministry his work was difficalt and unremunera.twe, vet he went.cheer-
Uy and ancomplainingly, thinking, perhaps, least of all of his support, his highest joy
emg the will of his Father on high. He washumble in spirit, modest and unpretentious in
garing, and in his poorest fields of toil never for ene moment jmagined bimself Tnappreci-
ed by the Church. The qualities which adorned his character were such as might well be
hveted by the most gifted of his brethren. He was strong in faith, joyful in hope, patient
n tribulstion end suffering, unmurmuring in pinching pofeﬁ.y and persevering in toil.

An event taken from his life's history will best i,llustré,te the features which marked his
haracter. While on Pendleton Circuit, he had made an engagement to meet one of his
rethren beyond the North Fork Mountain, miles away. Meanwhile a blinding snow storm seb
-and continued uniil the snow was deep and drifted heavily. His wife and friends en-
eavored te» dissuade him from underteking so perilous a jouiney, but such was his sense of
or, and his unconquera.ble perseverance that despite the remonstrances of friends he set
it on his hazardous ride. The account of his éxperience and terrible suffering during this
urney sonund more like romance than a story from real life. He reached his objective
t beyond the mountain st last, neaﬂy frozen and almost lifeless, but he laid the founda-

on of disease from which he never recovered.
‘When he went to the fleld of labor on which he died, he did so with the firm conviction

$ it would be his last appeintment on earth. For, strangely enough, he seemed to have
en impressed with the fact that the end was not faraway, and would come suddenly. The
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