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not a place secker. Self, and self aggrandizement, were subordinated
to the higher ideal of a true and unselfish serviee to the church . To
take part in some way in the upbuilding of the kingdom of God was his
highest aspiration .

Brother Drake was pure in mind and prudent in speech,  He was
free from malice, and never indulged a vindictive spirit.  His was 2
noble, generous hature; a gentle, fraternal spirit. He was transparent,
There were no hidden, jagged spurs about his well-rounded character.
He possessed that smoothness and gentleness of spirit which gave a
charm and potency to his life, and breathed the fragrance of a soul in
harmony with Christ. The poise of his well-balanced character was
not easily disturbed .

He held the unqualified and abiding confidence and esteem of lis
brethren in the winistry.  No man in onr Conference was more loved
than he. He possessed that charity which ¢‘suffereth long and is kina,”
which “‘envieth not,” which ‘‘vaunteth not itself, is not putfed up,”
which <Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil "

He was the very soul of honor and chivalry. These virtues which
shone with such resplendence in the galaxy of virtues which adorned
his hife were manifest on all occasions, hut were inostentationsly worn .

But it was in the home that he was best known and most loved .
His bLome was the dearest place on earth, and its inmates were the
objecls of his tenderest affection.  Love was the underlying and
governing principle there. [Mig devotion to his children wag strong
and impartial . Hig chivalvous attention to his wife, who had stood so
bravely by his side in shadows and in sunshine, is worthy of all
imitation .

The light of his life revealed to the world about him that pe had
an intelligent conception of God, an exalted spiritual grasp of Christ,
and a lofty purpose of self-denying fidelity to his high calling .

- REV. JOHN WESLEY HARMON,

Rev. John Wesley Harmon, son of Zebulon and Mary King
Harmon, was horn in Augusta, Ky. Feb, 12, 1821. He wasg educated
ab Augusta College, under Drs, Ruter and Durbin, and at St. Charles
College, Mo., under Dr, (. W Fielding.  After teaching a while, Le
studied medicine at the Ohio State University.

For some years he had resisted a clear call to preach; but during
a revival in the old Wesley Chapel, Cincinnati, held by John Newlanq
Mafiit, be was induced to yield to the heavenly calling.  He joined the
Mississippi Conference af sz time when the States of Mississippi and
Louisiana and a part of Alabama were included in its area.

His earlier ministry was almost exclusively given to charges in
Louisiana, serving at Alexandria, Opelousas, Baton Rouge and New
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Orleans. At some tlime prigr (o 1858, he locateq o prosecute tem-
pberance work. T December, 1858, he wag re-admitted into (he
traveling connection by the Alabama Conferenee, and appointed (o
Demopolis, [y December, 1859, he was appointed to Livingston,
serving there during 1860 apq IS61. He wag at
then in the Alabama Cnu[’erence, in 1862 anq 1863,

year 1865; and pastor at mefordsville, Miss., in 1866,

For want of data, we cannot detail his w.
years; hut in 1870, we find him bastor at Brundon ip the Migsi
Conference; and u( the next Conterence wag appointed Agent for the
Southwestery Bible Societ‘y.

n December, 1873, he loeateq, giving himse]f again fo the work
ol pbreaching temperance and organizing the temperance forces,

He was re-admitted ip December, 1881, and appointed to  Marion
in the Meridian Distriet. He served Wayneshoro anq State Line in
1883 and 1884 . In 1885 ang 1886 he was gt Summit; in 1887 gt
Morton and Forest; in 1883 and 1889 at Anguilla; in 189 and 1897 gt
Ocean Springs.

In Decem ber, 1891, he hecame superannuated.

iyet, he did not ceage
to work, preaching whepe oceasions offered anq writing sermong and

pamphlets. He wug o wiler to the enq. In 1894 |e published
volume of sermons, and few Sermons are so readable as these,

Only a few weeks hefore hig death, Dr, Harmon, as we called
him, preacheq two sermons at Mosg Point, Migs,, of remarkable finigl
and power.  Just twe weeks before his death he preached twige the
Same day in Meridiay .

He died Sunday, Marel, dth, 1902 aged 81 years and 27 days.

Dr. Harmon was warried at Baton Rouge, La., July 25, 1849,
to Miss Trancis 1. Stuart.  She left him for lieaven Jupe 3, 1894,
Their married Jife was, as he declared, «q Loney moon nearly forty-
five years long.” Thepe were born to them eight children, tye of
whom died in infaney, anq another in 1884, Two of his sons are
members of thig Conference .

Bishap Galloway hag written sp fally and so wej) what our hearts
Prompét us to say that we incorporate infgo our ftribute hig strong and
beantiful words.

“No doubt that feature of Dy, Harmon’s chara
readily occur to hig every friend was hig buoyant, almost p
fulness, e wag an ardent optimist, both by nature anq Methodist;
grace. The very flagh of his brilliant eye was like the fire
Youth, and the tones of his voice had “the jubilant
childhood. To him every cloud had g silyer lining, and pepj
frowning providence he saw o smiling face . Nobody ever Leard him
talk in dolefql tones, or sing in g minor key, Life's burdens were not
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always light, nor were its skies always bright, but lus faith so constantly
reveled in bappier and more radiant to-morrows that Lie positively for-
got the burdens and clouds of to-day. Nor was this a thonghtless and
illogical optimism—a hopefulness born of carelessness. It came partly

. from his joyous, amiuble disposition, but wostly from his uonclonded

faith in a God mighty to save.. His hopes were not ingpired by a
“stream of tendeney,” but by a personal God, with infinite love in his
beart and omnipotence in his strong arm,

What an mspiration is such a happy, hopeful spirit!  How he
shames away our gloom and unfaith, and puts within us the quickened
pulse-beat of a larger spiritual life! With an almost prodigal hand that
happy man has scattered fowers along the way of life. He literally
broadeasted the fields with seeds and deeds of kindness. The memory
of that precious life will itself be a flower of tadeless bloom .

Dr. Harmon was a gentle, generons spirit, who loved and honored
his fellow-men. His heart was made for friendship. Tn it there were
no hiding-places for sinister motives and evil imaginings. He was
singularly free from suspicion, and secmed to be a stranger to resent-
ment. I am sure he never harbored a revenge, or carried a grudge,
or nursed a grievance.  Without anfmosities, lie had no encmies. In-
nocent of envyings and jealousies, he never imagined that some one
stood in his way, or occupied a place to which he was entitled. He
had sacred aspirations, bul no sordid ambitions.

And how kindly was his speech! Harsh criticism did not dwell
upon his gracious lips. Bitter words had small place in his vocabulary,
and he never deceived himself with the fact thal assault on personal
character is often the evidence of coarseness rather than of courage.
He never sought for ulterior motives, and, therefore, never berated or
betrayed his brethren by misinterpreting them. O noble, knightly
spirit! what a charm thou hust given to the comradeship of the Christian
winistry!  He loved his brethren, and rejoiced in all their achievements.
for our common Lord .

Dr. Harmon was an able and eloquent preacher. In the days of
his full strength he was, at times, a real master of assemblies. To the
natural gifts of an orator he added the graces of considerable culture
and the flaming zeal of a true evangelist. Some of his sermons on
specinl oceasions yet linger in the niemory of his surviving hearers, and
the scenes connected therewith are the traditions of the past forty
years. He was a resident of Brandon, Miss., in 1870, when Gen.
Robert K. Lee died, and was invited to deliver a memorial address in
honor of the great hero. For majestic speech and masterful eloquence,
it is yet doubted if in all the Southland any tribute that day surpassed
the one that enraptured the gplendid audience in that Mississippi town.
1 have heard him on oceasions when he was remarkably eloquent,
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time ¢
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are his Lord’s mnessage.  And when the
ame for him to retire from active pastoral service, pe gracefully
accepted the judgment of the Conlerence, g WEDtO]lpI’ER‘ChiDg in
every pulpit to which pLe was invited ,

Dr. Harmon w: advocate of temperance
reform. Byeh of i as devoted (o this great
cause.  He was itg courageous champion when its friends were few,
i i d tyrannous thay now, B

borrors of intem.-
mes of the aceurged liguor traflic, and won back to
iety many a nople young man in the Southwest,
" moral sentiment on thet subject whiel oblaing to-day,
and for any measures of reform that have been secured, honop must
aever be withheld from the name

and apostolie labors of John W
Harmon . »

Song was interspersed in the service and the session closed with
the benediction .

.
FIrTH DAY——IVIOR.NING SESSION,
NATUHEZ, Mlss., Dee, 15, 1902,

The Conference was called to order at g 4. m., Bishop Key in the

chair, @, W, Bachman conducted (he

34th Psalm, announei

The minutes of
afternoon were read a

religious exercises, reading the
ding in prayer,
aturday morning and Sunday

bg a hymn and leg
the sessions of g
nd approved,
The Bishop reported the ordinations ag follows:
On Sunday, December 14th, after a Sermon at 11 o’clock in the
Jeflerson Street Methodist Kpiscopal Chureh, South, Natchez, Miss .,
I ordained the following Traveling Preachers Deacons:

Herbert Brown Watkins, Clarence Norman Guice, John Early
Gray, Manei] Albert Thorman, ;

Also the I'ollowing

Local Preachers-
William Henry Lane, Ja

Claude Mitchel] Simpaon,
mes Lafayette Red,

Edwarq Amiss Roads,
g of the same day, after the
he fo!]owing T
George Preston MeKeown,
son Gatlin, Clarence M. Cros
Joseph O'Neil, Gearge Washing

Also the following Local D

In the evenip

Sermon in tlhe same
place, T ordained

raveling Deacong Elders:
Walter Anderson Ter

sley, J lin Henry Foreman, Thomag
ton Huff, Thomas I King,

eacon; Thomag Henry Harroq,

ry, Henry Ander-




