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hysician which led him, though late in
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meelf entirely to the ministry;
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o ministry in early life, he might easily
pave reached the highest place among us,
for his mental equipment was equal fo .
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pr, Marks was a gentleman by nature, 2
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He was a pecuilar man-in the
strength of his character, in the strength
of mind, body, and simple faith. There
was much of the martyr in his make-up;
qaumble concerning his attainments, he
was bold in his convictions.
gomething, knew why he helieved if, and
as ready to stand by it or fall with it.
He sought neither place, power, nor mon-
ey, being satisfied to labor in what men
call small places; and though he left a
. large practice, no omne ever heard him
- gomplain of the salary he received, or
poast of the sacrifice he made to enter
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neer Georgia Methodist ministry, and in
- that day would have been an eminently
suceessful minister and popular preacher.
“ He would have made a worthy compan-
+jon of Uncle Allen Turner and men of
. He called a spade a spade,
. reproved sin, and exhorted all to nobler
In eight vears' intimate associa-
" tion with him in the work of his pastor-
ate, T never knew him to dodge an issue
or fail to stand where duty called or the
Church put him, Modern moral contor-
. tilons had no eharm for him, as the gos-
- pel met gl the deepest needs of his na-
! Dr. Marks was not a narrow sec-
:tarfan, nor did hé seek controversy; but
« woe to the man or instifuticn that pro-
voked him to unsheath hizs sword in de-
 fense of Methodist doctrine or polity.
. With a power of analysis and clear state-
ment highly deveioped, he could uncover
fallacy, expose error, and state truth so
¢learly that it would not be misunder-
In preaching or conversation he
- had no attraction for a fool, but sensible
. Deople were drawn to him. He always
= left thoughtful truth-seekers stronger than
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“ swine, Probably the most distinguished

langhter of a

the practics:si
I odist ministy
Lw years he was a practiei
sician, building ap a Iargé} pl(f:tilcet1
nd making for himself a reputation. -H,
‘a5 a enrgeen in the Civil War
uring the entire strug; -

gle. After the wir
& became chief surgeo i

: n in the Tenness
;vfhlch poiition he resign
er was elae
1@ St%te, thinking it “nottzgegﬁ;efrz.g %ro
ﬁeg In a State institution while K
rother was Governor™
minds strange to-da;
X of hig character

‘hen hig brot

Such sentiment
y——but it is a true i

- surgeon of the penitentiary b i
'8 or their friends, testifging ltjzlsﬂ
eat service to them, One agnotation wi
lfﬁce:_”_I owe my poor life to vour Chri
an spirif. If you had not interceded ¥
¢ 1 now would fil g conviet gz‘a\%
ou, dear sir, will 1 always regard :
; I have never violated {h
ith and confidence vou gave me by po
of vour office az prison physician
hers mighi he felling of his intere
4 efforts that Ted to their salvatio
was the joy of leading others to th

187

characteristic of Dr. Marks was his hold
upon child life, Children loved him and
flocked around him, They were drawn
by the childlike simplicity of the man,
and held by the unconscious magnetism
_of a saintly life. His face invited con-
fidence, and the man behind the face nev-
er failed to fulfiil the expectations and
impressions of his saintly face. After su-
perannuation Dr. Marks bought a few
acres of land near Acworth, and here
he and his wife and faithful horse settied
after they had borne well the heat and
burden of life’s itinerancy. It was an
unpretentious home, but it was home.
Here he entered upon the superannuate
life with the glee of childhood. What a -
picture for a painter’s brush—the old
man, bearing the scars of a well-fought
* batile, sweetkned by age, cheered by the
companionship of his wife, in the day-
time toiling in his little pateh to supple-
ment the slender allowance of a superan-
nuate preacher, tending his cow, feeding
his chickens, talking to the horse as if
she were human, visiting his neighbors,
making joyful the hearts of the children
of the town by rides behind Maude, while
his own merry laugh made melody with
theirs; in the nighttime recalling life’s
friends, recounting life’s battles, maybe
looking at some of the scars of the con-
flict, mementos alike of his faithfulness
and his Father's care, mindful that like
the Apostle to the Gentiles he had fought
a good fight and was ready for the ac-
counting and the erowning. No wonder
he could write & few days before his
last sickness, “I am the happiest man in
Georgia.,” So death found him, but our
hearts ery out, “Q death, where ig thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”
Dr, Marks was received by transfer from
the Tennesgsee Conferende in December,
1880, In 1891 he served West Point Cir-
cuit: 1892, Morrow’s Station; 1803, Pal-
metto Cireuit; 1894, Canton; 1885, Can-
ton; 1896, Mountville; 1897, Alpharetta;
1898-1900, Duluthk: 1801, Flowery Branch;
1902, Auburn; 1903, Dahlonega; 1904-05,
Bethlehern; 1906, Grovetown; 1907, Jen-
kinsburg; 1908-09, Cave Spring; 1910,
West Wilkes; 1911, Watkingville. He su-
perannuated in November, 1911, and con-
tinzed in this relation until his death.—
W. L. Pierce.

WILLTAM ArRINUs Harris came of good
human stock. On his mother’s gide he
was descended from a family that for
nearly a huandred years has had repre-
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sentatives in the Methodist ministry in
Georgia, His maternal grandfather was
Rev. W. J. Parks of blessed memory, a
man who gave more than fifty years to
the work of the itinerant ministry, and
in his day was one of the leading men
in his Conference. His father was Rev.
John Howard Harris, who, while pastor
of a church in Atlanta, died in the very
‘meridian of his ministerial life. Hig
mother was Mrs. Mary X. Harris, née
Parks, and she was a woman of great good
sense and force of character. When her
husband died, leaving her with a large
family of small children to rear, she de-
cided to go back to the country neighbor-
- hood where she had spent most of her
early life, and located on a farm. Thig
community was round about New Salem
Church in Banks County, a ‘vicinage that
has given, first and last, nearly a dozen
preachers to the itinerancy. Here her
father, like a number of the preachers of
his day, had a settled home for his fam-
. ily, while he himself went far and wide
over the State in the discharge of his du-
ties as pastor and presiding elder, Buy-
ing a Iittle farm, in this neighborhood
among numerous relatives, Mrs. Harris
set herself to the. task of bringing up
hér ¢hildren, a responsibility she met with
rare good sense and success. Al Harris,
as his friends always called him, the sub-
ject of this sketch, was a boy of cleven
when hiz father died, and going with his
mother to Banks County, he received the
benefits of that practical education and
training which are best obtained on a
farm, Willlam Albinusg Harris was horn
at Coiton Hill, Ga., December 9, 1865. As
already stated, much of hig childhood was
spent on the farm. He showed great apti-
tude for study, and availed himself of
every educaticnal advantage that was ae-
cessible to him, and thus, before he was
sixteen years of age, was prepared to en-
ter Bmory College. But he did not stay
there long. The exigencies of his mother's
farm and family made. it necessary for
him to give up his college course and re-
turn to her and his sisters and brothers.
For the next ten years he gave himgelf
to work on the farm, and was the main-
stay of Dis mother and the family. It
was during this time {hat he established
a little paper called The Banks County
Bogs, which was said to be the smailest
newspaper published in America, and
which attracted wide attention. He set
up his type with his own fingers, and
printed the little sheet on a hand-press.
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. Joel Chandler Harris learned the trage o

Tie did all this out on the farm, ang
tiny periodical abounded in homely
. and homely verse, ail of which appeals
very strongly to his neighbors and frieng;
He was thus a worthy associate of g4
ouel Turner, the publisher of The gy
tryman, which was s2id, though net wif
exact accuracy, to be the only paper ava;
issued outside of a town, and on Whie

a printer. It would be altogether props
to say that Brother Harris's religioyg Hif
began with his natural life. Reared: i
a home such as his father's, and deseerg
ed from such ancesiry, it was not g maf:
ter of surprize that heredity and enyj
ronment were supplemented early in hi
childhood by the gracious work of th
Spirit. He joined the Methodist Chure
when a boy, and though he was a natyrgy
normal.youth, full of ail the impulses g
the critical age intervening hetwen ehiig
bhood and manhood, his youthful yesr
were free from dissipation. He wag.jj
censed to preach at New Salem, the
chureh of hig ancestors, on May 3, 1890
He did not enter the itinerancy at onee
but remained with his mother unti] her
death two years later. On November T
1892, he was married to Miss Hope White
of Elbert County, Ga. 'The young couple
‘celebrated their marriage by going at
once to California, at the call of Bishep
Haygood, and Brother Harris served one
year as supply at ‘West End, Los Angeles:
The next year he was admitted on trial
into the Los Ansgeles Confarence, and ap-
Dointed to the Valley Center charge. At
the close of this year hs was ordaineg
deacon by Bishop Fitzgerald, his parch-
ment hearing the date November 4, 1894,
and the place San Bernardino, Cal. He
was assigned to Phoenix, Arizona, In
1835-6. He found the water there so un
wholesome that he was ordered by hi
physician to transfer back to Georgia;
if he would save his Iife. Under these
instructions, he came to the North Geo
gla. Conference at ifs session at Dalto
In 18§96, and was appointed to the Rock:
mart charge. He remained at Rockmart
three years, and it was here that he di‘d
some of the most effective work of his
ministry. It was while pastor here that
he had an experience he sometimes spoke
of to his confidential friends, always hum:
bly, which was to him a Pentecostal bap-
tism of the Spirit, and which made of
him, them and afterwards, one of the
most successful revivalists in the Nort_
Georgia Conference. At the close of his
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while living he had done so much for
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or more of these sons! Al Harris was
a4 man among men. He was a preacher of
the gospel who magnified his work. He
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faithful servant of his Lord. His work
was a benediction to the Church, and will
remain such till the last battle with sin
ig fought and the world is conguered
for God—C. H. Branch, )

THoMAs HoLmes TIMMoNs was born in
Coweta County, Ga., June 2, 1841, There
were seven brothers and one sister in his
father's family. He survived them all—
falling asleep, dying as quietly as “a, wave
along the shore,” on Sunday, QOctober 8,
1914, just as a sweet prayer was being
offered by his pastor, Brother J. H. Mash-
burn, at the eleven o'clock service of
the Methodist Church in Thomaston, Ga.
The day and the sacred ecircumstances
of his passing into the heavens could not
have been more ftting, and more in ac-
eord swith his wishes, if the ordering of
his exit had been directed by himselfl
Brother Timmons was of ncble parentage.

' His father’s ancestors were of English

origin. The great ancestor of his pater-
nal grandmeother was Rev. Witliam Tur-
ner, of Scotland. His great-grandfather,
Zaddock ‘Turner, was one of the descend-
ants of Rev. William Turner. IHe was &
soldler in the Revolutionary War, and
fought with General Washington in the
batiles of Brandywine and Trenton, in
the campaigns of Philadelphia and New
York, and was War President when the
British surrendered at Yorktown. He Is
buried in an unmarked grave in Sparts,
Gz, Rey. William Timmons, father of
the subject of thiz tribute, was born in
Tiancock County. He was a man of rare
consecration to Christ, a holiness man of
the highest order, and it was under his
preaching that W. C. Duniap, a member
of long standing in this Conference, was
brought to see the truth that the doc-
trine of ganctification and perfect love
was within the reach of God’s c¢hildren—
o docirine advoeated earnestly and faith-
fully illustrated to the end of his life, 2
life we all remember to this day. ‘Broth-
er Thomasg H. Timmons drank of the same
spring unsealed in the home of hig saint-
1y father from childhood to the end of his
long and useful life, Four sons out of
seven followed in the steps of their god-
1y father as earnest, faithful, successful
preachers of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
This fact of raising four sons out of the
geven for the Methodist itinerant minis-
try justifies the associating the name of
that noble father with the subject of this
sketeh and his three preacher bhrothers.
Our Charch has a right to look to the




