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IBUTE TO BISHOP EUGENE RUSSELL HENDRIX.

BY ALFRED F. SMITH, D.D.

Both in his written and in his spoken pro-
duetions there were often lofty and sus-

tained flights of real eloquence. He fre-
quently became sublime. .

Early in life Dr. Hendrix became an
earnest advocate of the cause of missions.
At the age of twenty-nine vears he went
with Bishop Enoch M. Marvin to China.
Both from his observations and from his
association with this seraphiec bishop, he
obtained a marked interest in world
evangelism and ‘ever afterwards voiced a
perstasive appeal in its behalf. He was
an unusvally successful administrator in
our Mission Conferences. He was able to
gratify an early formed desire to visit all
the Conferences of our Church both at
home and in other lands. Over a number
of these Conferences he presided two or
more times. The missionaries were always
greatly pleased when he was assigned as
their President. : : h

For forty-one years he was a bishop in
our Church, being on the retired list only
since 1922. In that year, knowing that his
strength had permanently failed, he ad-
dressed a letter to his brethren at the Gen-
eral Conference which for greatness of
spirit and fitness of expression could hardly
be surpassed. In it he said: “Kindly re-
lieve me, my brethren, as my God hag
done already, of the further labors of my
episcopal office. With joy have I lived
and with joy have I died, and I lay myself
down with a will.. I have your several
faces and characters in affectionate and
joyous remembrance. All good words and
works be yours! Let me in my daily

. prayers remember you and each one of you

in the face of our Heavenly Father. Take
from my outstretched hands and a full
heart my faithful benediction.”

Soon after Bishop Hendrix’s election to
the episcopacy he established his home in
Kansas City. In that home he remained to
the end. His children went out from it to
establish their own homes; and thence his
devoted wife, who was Miss Aunnie E.
Scarritt, a little while before him passed
into the morning land. Under the care of
faithful loved ones and nurses he continued
in feebleness until he, too, was ealled home.

His own Church and all the Churches of
Ameriea long since eame to regard him as
one of the chief Christian leaders of the
world. e was the first President of the
Federal Counecil of Churches of Christ}in
America. He was known and was in-
fluential amongst the rulers of the nations.




