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He came to school regardless of weather or roads, helped the younger
students in erowded times, and even was taken into confidence, as few
students are, with reference to the moral eonduct of the student body.
After that, just a few years, I turned from teaching to the full work of
the ministry, where I found myseif happy, and I was not in the least
d when I learned that Dwight was following the same call, ‘Come

EREL]

gurprise

and follow me. )
A memoir of Dwight would be incomplete it in it we failed to mention

his life in the home and his entire unselfish devotion to his parents,
brother and sisters. Just two weeks prior to his death he was with home-
fulks, seemingly in perfect health, and there never was a time thai he
gseemed to enjoy being at home quite so muech. ’

Dwight was born in Davie County, N. C., March 21, 1886, His parents,
Richard Jesse Brown and Mary Jane Bowles Brown, belong to the sub-
stantial citizenship of that section and were members of the Meth-
odist Church. - In this environment Dwight spent his childhood and
youth, united with the church, felt an early call to the ministry, at-
tended the community schools and later Weaver College.

Brother Brown joined the Conference at High Point in 1912. His ap-
poiciments were as folloyws: 1918-14, DMt Holly; 1915, McAdenville; 1918,
student in Candler School of Theology, Atlanta, Ga.; 1917, Chadwick,
Charlotte; 191821, Belwood Cireult; 1922-25, West BEnd, Gastonia; 1826-27,
Weaverville Station; 1928-31, Proximity, Greenshoro. He was a member
of the Junior Order and in Masonry a Scottish Rite, Royal Arch and a
member of the Shrine.

Dwight Brown was a devoted follower of his Lord and Master and in
many ways was like him. He was like him in being a lover of little chil-
dren, of the fields and flowers, and of the gunsget and the stars. He was
like him in overlooking the faults in ethers and in his ability to see the
best in men. He was like him in his hahit of prayer. In his diary which
he had been keeping for the last year there appears almost a constant
repetition of the Sentence, “The day was begun by reading God's Word
and prayer and was closed in the same way.” Like his Lord, he was
constanily eager to complete in the Dbest manner possible the task as-
signed to him. His dear wife gives us a glimpse of the man’s zeal when
ghe writes: “The week before his death, I plead with Dwight to take
gome time for rest. The fall revival was to begin in a few days and he
was visiting constantly inviting people to the services. The heat was in-
tense that week and I saw that he was overtaxing his strengih., HEven at
the noon hour he was seeing people and told me he didn’t have time to
rest.”

With rare insight and beauty his presiding elder, W, A. Newe]l in the
funeral service said, “The angels must teach him to rest. He had for-
gotten self so long that he was never able to take thought of self. In
these last weeks he often stopped at my home and told me that he must
make z change this year and that he preferred a lighter work. This had
been arranged for him and to his entire satisfaction. But his appoint-
ment was in other hands. He would not have chosen the time of his
going for his times were in God’s hands, bul the manner of his going
was in accordance with his soul's desires. Ie passed thiz way at mid
morning with his armor on. One clear call and he beheld his Master's
face. He needs no witness, but every one in the world who knew him
Enows where he is and the way to the place of his abode.”

On the 27th day of October, 1926, he was happily married to Miss
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Brother Jordan was a consecrated Christian, warm-hearted with lova-
bie social graces, interested in everyhody and loved by little children,
by voung people and old people.

He was what we call an all round minister, bui first of all an earnest
gospel preacher with the evangelistic note prominent in all his ministry.
He believed in a real heaven and a real hell and pleaded with sinners to
forsake the evil and give their hearts to Christ He was not a narrow
gectarian for he loved all people, but he had deep convictions and he-
fleved with all his soul in the doctrines and polity of Methodism, and he
preached sound doctrine to the edification of helievers and the conver-
sion of sinners and haecksliders, and many were added to the church in
every charge he served. o .

He was a house to house pastor and knew his people intimately and
knew how to upnite his forces for every forward movement. His prac-
tical knowledge of business was a great help in raising money to pay
church debts and to build churches and parsonages.

He was a patron of education and encouraged the young to go to cal-
lege, and it is said that he directed more young people to Trinity College
than any other pastor in the state. For fifteen years he was chajrman of
the hoard of trustees of Rutherford College, and in geveral crises in the
histery of that school it was nis faith and rescurceful leadership that
kept its doors open for gtudents. On account of ill health he finally gave
up the chairmanship and then they honored him with the position of
chairman emeritus.

He wag also for some YEars chairman of the Conference Board of
Education and retired from that position, being no lenger gligible hecause
of his appointment as presiding elder. .

When they organized the Pastors’ School at Duke TUuniversity he was
a director from our Conference and never missed a meeting of the Beard
nor failed to attend a session of the summer school until prevented by
physical illness.

e stood high with his prethren, was influential in ghaping Cornfer-
ence policies and was a delegate to the General Conference of 1922, He
possessed native intellect of high quality and his mental vigor steadily
increased through constant oxercise, for he was 4 diligent student. Ie
made friends by being friendly and held them constant as with hooks of
steel. His influence over youlg people was great and he inspired many
of them to make the most of life. As he had a passion for knowledge
and often studied far into the night, he was not content without quicken-
ing the ambition of youth to push forward in search of wisdom and truil.

He was fortunate in his marrizge and happy in his. domestic life.
The Christian virfues were beautifully exemplified in his homes, for there
the very atmosphere was saturated with the spirit of love. He was a
devoted husband and a wise and gentle father, He and his faithful wife
succeeded in bringing to maturity & well trained group of children who
tonor their parents and fear the T.ord, There are four sons: B. E. Jor-
dan, in business in Alamance; Dr. Henry W., a dentist in Belmont; Chas.
K., a lawyer officially connected with Duke University, and Frank B.,
who this vear received the B.D. degree from Duke and will join the
Western North Carolina Conference at this session. Then there are two
deughters: Mrs. J. O. Faylor of Mount Croghan, 8. C., and Mrs. H. C.
&prinkle, Jr., of Nashville, Fenn., gentle and culiured Christian women.

For two years prior to his death he was a great sufferer and for many
months was a patient in the Duke Hogpital in Durbam, where be died
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Ia.stH Ma;y 2 & but in his affliction he was patient and full of faith.

& live wisely and to noble purpose and made the w q
the work he did and the example he set. When the lasir m;}i{énﬁjc ?:Ia]zg
the}'e was no fear, for a sure confidence filled his heart with the peace
which passeth understanding, and thus he entered into that rest which
remaineth to the people of God.

The funeral and burial service was at Burlington, co i
close friends, Dr. €. C. Weaver and Rev. H. C. Spfinkl’e, agj;gzzdbsyligirs
L._ D. Hayman of Burlington. The honorary pzallbearers were Doctm‘s:
\aiid P,'J F&W,OR. L. glmzfe]gs, W. H. Wapnamaker, H. E. Myers, H. E, Spence

. M. Ormond o uks i i
s of Drbamm, e DUniversity, and W. A, Lambeth and W. A.
) The active pallbearers were W. E. Whitfield, Harold Groce, Herbert
Minga, J. G. Wilkinson, Chas. P. Powles and A. C. Waggoner ’ail grad-
nates _of the Duke University School of Religion. The funer;a,l service
was simple and beautiful! and the abundant floral cfferings expressed the

Iove and sympathy of many friends.

Eve_r since we first met in Mooresville in our young manhood there
has existed between Brother Jordan and myself a friendship which the
years have not dimmed, and his departure brings sorrow to my heart
Ma.y the Lord whom he ‘served give comfort to and ever keep secur th'
stricken widow and children. WILLIAM L. SHERRIL% °

LI K
REV. ELMER SIMPSON

Rev. Timer Simpson, who died July 28, 1931 i i
following a paralyvtic stroke, April 3, 1931, was bo;nazthlljsibzggeﬁ)r\lvf 01&2221
Iqa-nd, May 31, 1861.' He was the son of Richard W. and Julia Hax,nmond
ér.npson. He received the AB. degree from New Windsor College, New
X 111(?1501:, Maryland, :_a.nd the B.D. degree from Westminster Theol,ogica.l
:emmaly, at Westminster, Maryland. He had been in the active min-
istry forty vears, having been a member of the Western North Carolina
Conference for the past twenty vears. Those who survive are hig wife
who was Mis.s Lula Virginia Peerman, of Altavista, Virginia; one dé.u hi
ter, Mrs. Julia 8. Shafer; two sons, Rev. Oscar L. Simpson ;)f Nashvﬂg;
Tennegsee, and Elmer M. Simpson. , N
. Concerning the passing of this noble man from the ranks of service
in the Conference, it may be said that a good man, a faithful past d
a stro.ng preacher of the gospel has gone. ! on A

. It‘IS an engaging thought that such men ag Chaucer, Goldsmith, and
Fielding have commemorated in literature the “good m:;n of relig‘ic,m”—
tl}e_ true p'astor, and ‘that their words show not mere conventionalit
Vlsmn.ary idealism, but rather personal admiration and reverence Ity’ 2y
be said with certainty of Rev. Hlmer Simpson, . e

“A good man was ther of religioun.

EIUttCFiStES loore amrd his Apostles twelve
' ¢ taughte, but first he folwed it h ”
And it may further be said that— ymselve.

“A man he wag to all the country dear.”
The many people whom he served during the long years of his ministry

:;Orle-; Witne:ses to these facis. An old man who had lived next door to him
over three years had this to say: “Mr. Simpson’s life causes me to



