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BISHOP ADNA WRIGHT LEONARD

The Baltimore Annual Con-
ference of the Methodist
Church takes this means of
writing into itg records the
Dassing of itg late and 1a-
mented Presiding Bishop,
Adna Wrighit Leonard.

The incredible accident
Wwhich causeq his death o¢e-
curred while Bishop Leonard
was in the line of duty. He
would have died in no other
way. He could have died in
no other way.

This record which we now
make is for history, not for
us. We who knew him neeq
10 memorial of hin to keep
alive his bersonality, Hig life
was so distinective and his in-
fluence go marked that the
memory of him ig a perpetual
Dossession for all of us.

Bishop Leonard has Ieft hig
impress because he was for
us a living eXample of go
many desirable attributes.

We name, among others, the
following:

sonal regeneration. There can
be little doubt that he he-

lieved that the doctrine of re-
generation would most effectively Dproceed from the Organism of the Metho-
dist Church. He loved the Methodist Church and matched his love
loyalty that never had exception. While this did not brevent him from par-
ticipation in iuterdenominational life, none the less he was not only Metho-
dism’s staunech defender, he wag her ardent crusader.

His influence in this regard has already been felt.
berpetually live with us.

2. His industry, Bishop Leonard Wwas one of the most indefatigible
workers American Methodism has €ver produced. If Ruskin’s statement
that the mark of the educated man ig

not only to be industrious, but to love
industry” then it may he observed that Bishop Leon

regard his Bachelor’s, Master’s and

His example will

We who were ministers under hLis episcopac
to be industrious too. We had no hestitanc
His own example was too clear, too potent, Can there he contradiction to
the statement that the tempo of the routine of e€very one of us has been
accelerated as a result of his episcopal leadership?

In this regard it may again be said that his
felt. His example will berpetually live with ys.

3. His orderliness, Bishop Leonard’s ind
directed activity. The amount of work which
The orderliness with which he performed it w

¥ knew that he expected us
y in responding to this appeal.

influence hag already been

ustry was not a case of un-
he undertook wag amazing.
a8 as astounding. His per-
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sonal appearance gave indication of that sense of order which characterized
his conduct of a conference, the organization of his daily routine, the per-
formance of both his curricular and extra-curricular episcopal activities,

Again, no sensitive soul can have come under his leadership without
recognizing the gains resulting from a more definitely organized daily
routine and dedication to specific objectives.

Here again his influence has already been felt. His example will per-
petually live with us. ’

4. His obedience to duty. What a constant drive that was in his life!
It drove him into the serving of the church. It drove him throughout his
ministerial career. It drove him into death—which is not death but etermal
life. It may seem that duty was a stern task-master: it cost him his life.
Yet to affirm such a statement would be to deny what we all know was
central in his life philosophy, viz, it is better to die nobly than to live
carelessly. ]

Need any of us a memorial of this fact? His influence has already been
felt. His example will perpetually live with us.

‘We continue to pray for God’s richest blessing upon Mrs. Leonard and
the other loved ones who must continue to mourn his loss while they main-
tain their pride in the nobility of his life.

F. G. Horroway,
F. R. BAavYiEy,
CHESTEEN SMITH.

ROBERT EDWARD BENSON

Robert Edward Benson was born at Black Rock, Maryland, March 24,
1865, and passed to his reward June 25, 1942, The funeral services were con-
ducted by Dr. J. Franklin Haas, Minister of the First Methodist Church of
Baltimore, in which Brother Benson held his Quarterly Conference member-
ship and where he served faithfully for eleven years as the teacher of the
Men’s Bible Class.

Brother Benson was married to Emma Lovenia Morris at Freeland,
Maryland, July 1899, who, along with three sons, Francis, Paul and Mark,
and two daughters, Mrs. Eugene Bruns and Mrs. Robert Labe, all of Balti-
more, and nine grandchildren, survive him.

Brother Benson entered the ministry in 1894, was ordained a Deacon in
1896, and an Elder in 1900. He was retired in 1914 but was returned to the
active ministry in 1920, serving thereafter for a period of nine years at Back
River, Phoenix and Great Falls. The twenty years before retirement were
given to faithful and rewarding service in Parkton, Brunswick, ‘Williamsport,
Ellerslie, Calvert Circuit, Exeter, Urbana, Winfield and Chestnut Ridge.

Brother Benson was a modest, unassuming man, with a gracious,
reverent and helpful spirit. With limited formal education, Brother Benson
“kept himself on the line of discovery” as Morley said of Gladstone, and thus
achieved an insight into the Scriptures and life quite beyond many with
greater educational opportunity. Dr. Benson set out at the beginning of his
ministry to do the will of God and he faithfully maintained that attitude
throughout hig whole ministerial career.
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