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WILLIAM DIXON MARSH
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T FUND
CHARTER ASSESSMENTS FOR THE PERMANI‘-EN

. Willlam Dixon Marsh, D. D.
closed his carveer in a Syracuse
hospital Sunday night, Feb. 2,
1841, For years he had been a
strong leader and molder of
thought in the Northern New
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usual man, it was not surprising
that he proved himself superior.
His father, Col. Samuel Marsh,
made such a fine record in the

| Civil War and was so highly re-
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Willlam Marsh was born in

. a0 &84 Potsdam Aug. 2, 1854, was grad-
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1 ‘William, she had heen a teacher, successful in her work. She ig
living in the Syracuse home, 1013 Lancaster Ave,, though weak
suffering from a serious accident. During the many years of mar-
ROLL OF HONOR _ life, she has proven herself a faithful, inspiring worker at his side,
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After eight years in Wisconsin, they rssponded to a call hack to the
old home conference, and were appointed to Malone, where they hsd”
served in 1888, From 1922 to 1928 he served as superintendent of 3t. .
Lawrence District, after which he retired and made his home in

Syracuse.

always lived at home, proving her-
in the afternoon and evening perio;[ '

Clara, their only child, has
self a help and comfort, especially
of her parent's lives.

During the years various honors had been received by Dr:
Marsh. He became a member of Phi Beta Kappa in Syracuse Univer-
gity., His Alma Mater bestowed upon him a D. D., and for years he
was a trustee of Syracuse University. In three General Conferences
he represenied the Northern New York Conference.

Tn 1927, at the request of the &t. Lawrence District Conferencs
and under its direction, he published his CAVEMEN, a production that;
occasioned no little thought and discussion among laymen and minj
ters, and proved to he a strong, suggestive argument for toleration: in
regard to religion, philosophy, society and life. If this little work coul
he reprinted every ten years, and generally distributed it would act a
& burning protest against dogmatism, blind bigotry, snobbery, individ
ualism and national conceit.

During the middle period of life Dr. Marsh was a close studen
of Robert Browning. After long and happy years of association wit
this master poet, he ventured to interpret him in lectures which wer
highly prized by other students of Browning, and those who enjoy_é
deep truth expressed in poetic form. Tilustrations from this Sourc
when skillfully employed, could serve as sermon decorations, or weight’
arguments. When he feit the weight of years these lines must _hav
helped to master doubt and fear: :

“Typ your joys with age diminish ?
When mine fail me, Fll complain.

Must in death your daylight finish ?
My sun sets to rise again.” _

About 1914, while pastor at Appleton, Dr. Marsh founded - W
he termed THE LEAGUE OF THE KINDLY TONGUE, a move
that has proven widely and completely beneficient. Though ent
voluntary, having no officers or dues, its Christian nature and -§

caused it to work like leaven in the churches of America and in_O‘
lands. Ils purpose and large influence are accounted for by 1ts.1_é

g abstain from unkind speech so far as possible;
to speak in the spirit of Christ, to stranger, friend
or kin, words of cheer, courage and counsel”

to spread Scriptural holiness throughout the earth. In
the subject of holiness had a fasciration for him, and its contempla-
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Upon his retirement from active work in the Conference in 1928,
he devoted time and strength to the promuigation of this KINDLY
LEAGUE. " After his death, a Potsdam editor said that the League
“had 1o more possible ideal member than its founder, for no one so
far as we knew, ever heard an unking word from Dr. Marsh’s 1lips.”

A calm statement of the outline of this life, though suggestive
of large achievements, personal honors, and unusual influence in Con-
ference and society, does not quite satisfy. Those who knew him best
will expect more regarding his life and Christian character.

Something about him seemed to witness to what the fathers
said and preached regarding clear conversion, soul regeneration, and a
sanctification that is constant and genuine. He believed with the
Psalmist that God can create in man a clean heart, and renew a right
spirit in & seaking soul. And, like Jesus, he was constrained to sanctily
himself for others, and make vicarious sanctification a blessed experi-
ence. He found that Christ could keep in safety all that is sincerely
and constantly committed unto ITim. Life need not be & fickle inter-
mittant spring, now bubbling forth with joy, and then awaiting for a
renewal and infilling of the soul. Tt should not be a period of thrilling

" finding, of conscious losing of the gift, and then a rediscovery of the

treasure sought.

In our brother's case there was a steady seeking, a daily finding,
and a cumtlative store of faith, love, and radiant hope, His spirit was
not Garkened by racial pride or prejudice, or fierce passions engendered

by the bitterness of war.

e pever ouigrew the conviction that Methodism was raised un
his school-days

iion a growing charm; and in later years, when he read Otto on The

- Idea of the Holy, he fairly reveled in the thought of reasonable prac-

tieal, Christian holiness.

Because of these enriching, growing qualities, other traits fol-
lowed, as the day follows the rising of the sun. His attitude was right
foward God and man, so far as he understood each new situation that
ppealed t¢ him. Wisdom may have been partial, but the purbose
Was to make his attitude Christian in every way. His spiritual adjust-
Thents to all who were stepping heavenward with him, and those who
had not yet joined the Christian ranks, were timely, health-giving and
pautiful. Hig relations with God and his fellows were likewise Chris-
jan so far as he could solve the different problems that required judg-
ent and action upon his part. Though not in any sense a dreamer or
__isionary, he di@ have lovely dreams of what this blasted, troubled
world might be, if men could be persuaded to make Jesus King and
Master, and co-operate with Iim in the building of His kingdom every-
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where. And because of this aspiration upon his part, he did atfain to-
2 measure of INSIGHT as to what God planned for this confused, seilf-
destructive, sinning human community. -

Because of his spiritual attainments and Conference services his
brethren were ever cheered and helped by him. The young especially
feit that he had found secrets that they, too, ought to learn and faith::
fully apply. As a pastor or shepherd, he was alert, compassionate, and
sincerely interested in every age and rank. Tt is not an extravagance:
to assert that our beloved brother Marsh was a thoroughlyy good man,
an inspiring preacher, a faithful, helpful friend, and A GOOCD MIN
ISTER OF JESUS CHRIST.- :

If attractive tablets in churches help to remember unusual, com
manding ministers, it would be fitting to have one in every church he
served. But bronze memorials are not required to keep fresh and:
sweet such precious, heart-born memories. Thousands of grateful
parishioners will long remember what he was, and what he dig; and
ready tongues will repeatedly pay tributes fo his work and sterling:
worth.

Rev, Orson Kelley was a profound student of the IHoly Secrip-
tures. He was utterly loyal to his Divine Master, and is worthy of
great appreciation for his frequent expositions of Bible texts which he
 submitted to the Valley Press here in Syracuse as well as other publi-
. epations elsewhere. ' - .

He was an advocate of Holiness in this present life. His frequent
expression was “Come up higher.”

He seldom lost an opportunity of witnessing to the truth in sea-
gon and out of season. His conversation was in Heaven.

When he met his friends it was always “How is your soul ?”

He was a deep thinker and ofien stated facts to corroborate the
ruth.

His public prayers always brought a hearty Amen from others

ALBERT C. LOUCKS, - one accord,

ORSON M. KELLEY

The Rev. Orson M. Kelley, 89;
e whe served Methodist. Chureches

;fgg;;

: He was loyal to the old fashioned faith of his fathers, “Holiness
with the Lord.” o

He lived what he preached and the truth left a lasting impres-
ion upon those who heard him, as they often testified, not only the
ermons he preached but the help they received from persomal conver-
Ations with him.

in Central and Northern Né__
York for more than 40 years, di
Sept. 25, 1940, in his home:
Syracuse, N. Y., after a long:i
ness. N

Mr. Kelley was born in
town of Salisbury, son of Las
and Martha E, Kelley. _

He was graduated from F
field Seminary. '

His first wife, DMiss
Daley of Frankfort, whom
married 66 years ago, d_ied_in'

On Nov. 5, 1924, he marr
Lillian Young, formerly of
and since 1925 the couple
made their home in Syraci

Besides his wife and brqi;
leaves a daughter, Mart
Baker, and two grandchil

Hie funeral was conducted in Herkimer by the Rev.:
Cotnam. Interment in Salishury. :

He often testified in his last days that “he was a happy old
an” and that his last days were his best as he learned more of God
d:His plan of salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ to whom ke
2. glory for the indwelling Holy Spirit who was his teacher, Savior
‘Sanctifier.
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. He often quoted texts of Scripture on the trolley hetween stops,
ained the attention of those aboard., He sowed beside all waters
holy boldness imparted by the indwelling Spirit,

As his wife and the attending nurse watched over him during
_t hours, they saw no signs of suffering or restlessness. It did
cem dike death, only a spirit released from the house of clay to
d be with the Lord. I was conscious of the presence of God and
01_y Angels, “sorrowful vet rejoicing” as the gates swung back
nother blood-washed pilgrim inio His presence,

MRS. LILLIAN KELLEY.




