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Ques. 2. Who remain on trial? Wiliia
B. Patty, Bartholomew T. Smotherman, Jami
L. Srpotherman, James  F, Barnett, Wod
Bouldin, Earnest W. Brown, Thomas J. Beck

1iam T Hunter, John T, Chennault,
Whitman, William Lee Jackson. 11.
o5, 3. Who are discontinued? Percy J.
o 1. B.Seay. 2.
o 4 Who are admitted into full connec-
7 John M. Alexander, James G. Black-
3, W. T. 5. Cook, W. H. Cotton, James H.

‘,"903’ Terry 5. Haggard, John W, Hatcher,
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Ques. T- Who are the deacons of one year?
heophilus Lee, William T, Haggard, James
[ Oakley, Samuel §. Shasteen, Joseph C, Rob-
ris John B, Harrison, John ¥. Beasley, John
Aassey, W. A, Lusby, R. M. Chennanlt. 10.
“Oues. 8. What traveling preachers ave elsct-
o eacons? John M. Alexander, James G
Jzckwood, W, T. &, Cooly, Berry S, Haggard,
iam 1. Keathleyr, Edward C. Marks., 6.
s. 0. What traveling preachers are or-
1ed deacons? John M. Alexander, James
Blackwood, W. T. 8, Cook, Berry S, Hag-
gard, W R. Keathley, Edward C. Marks., 6.
"7 Ques. 10.. What local preachers are elected
deacons?  Madison W. Charles, Isalah W.
“Tribble, Joseph F. Martin, Zebedee Bain, Ja-~
" goh P. Whitman, George W. Powers, 6.
Ques. 11. What local preachers are ordained
“deacons? Madison W. Charles, Jsalah W.
“Prishle, Joseph F. Martin, Zebedee Bain, Jacch
P, Whitman, George W. Powers, 6.
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‘ed elders?  Isaiah 8, Napler, H, Q. Moore. 2,
Ques. 13, What traveling preachers are or-
dained elders? Isalah 8. Napier, Henry O.
“Moore, 2.

- Ques, 14, What local preachers are elected
cellers? Malachi F. Rippey. 1.

Ques. 15. What local preachers are ordained
elders? Malachi . Rippey. 1.

i Ques. 16, Who are located this year? W. P,
(Qwen, R. W, Rellamy, 2.

o Ques, 17, Who are supernnmerary? W, R.
Warren, W, P. Warzen, I, 8. Ledbetter, W. H.
Riggin, Stanford Lasgiter, T. B. Marks, B. F.
‘errell, J. J. Ellis, J. B. Anderson, I1. L. Booth,
. H. Tieams, J. H. Strayhorn, A, M. Tzell, - 13,
Ques. 18. Who are superannuated? G. T.
Henderson, George W, Martin, Garrett W,
artin, William Doss, W. H. Johnson, Alex.
Matthews, W. P. Hickman, W. . Hensley, D.
H; Merryman, R. G. Irvine, B. J. Gaston, J.
W.Manuer, 8r,, B, J. Allen, . C. Putman, R. P.
Gannaway, W. T, Gilbert, A. J. B. Foster. 17.
- Ques. 19, What preachers have died during
}l‘e past year? John B. McFerrin, John B,
Hamilton, Charles B. I aris, William M. Shaw,
ordan Moore, J. W. Tarrant, Joseph G. My-
o5, William Burr, B, G, Ferrell. &,

'_JOﬁN B. McFerrin—With the exeeption
o those holy men who have been elevated to
e‘cfﬁce and work of tie Eplscopacy, John B.
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McFerrin was the best known and most infin-
ential man in Southern Methodism, From ear-
ly youth to extreme old age he was a willing
worker; aud, what is somewhat phenomenal, all
his labors and all his undertakings were favored
of heaven. He was the incarnaticn of success.
The pesple of every State and every city and
nearly every large town south of Mason and
Dixon’s line have seen and heard and felt the
power of this remarkable man. Nerth of the
ling, and even in distant England, our lustri-
ous brother numbered friends and admirers by
the ten thousand. He thought and spoke and
wrote and acted directly to the point, and with
telling effect.  Tn a great crisis he could travel
so rapidly and toil so terribly that every cbsta-
cle seemed to be in a hurry to get out of his
way. From the Arkansas Bapiisl, which called
him “The Mud-sill of Methodism,” to the Wes-
leyan pastor of Queen Street Chapel in London,
who styled -him “OQur great McFerrin,” his
obituary was read with regret and hisname with
affection. The Tennessee Conference is known
farther than any other, because he was a mem-
ber of it. As a missionary to the Indiang, ¢ir-
cuit preacher, pastor, presiding elder, editor,
beok agent, chaplain to the army, and Mission-
ary Secretary, he was an itinerant sui gencris,
At all sorts of Conferences—annual and gener-
al, ecnmenical and centennial—his presence was
hailed with delight and his speeches were heard
with pleasnre, Equally at home was he in the
love-feast, the revival, and the country camp-
meeting. His character seemed to grow more
erect and beautiful and indestructible as the
years rolled on, illustrating that seripture which
gays: “The rightecus shall flourish like the .
palmi-tree, he shall grow like a cedar in Leba-
Let us itemize the account somewhat,
John B, McFerrin was born in Rutherford
County, Tennessee, June 15, 1807, of parents
who descended from the Scotch-Irish. This
will account for the time he devoted to the tours
in Treland on his way to the Feumenical Con-
ference in London. Iiwas the land of his fore-
fathers, Dr. McFerrin’s grandfather fought
bravely in our Revolutionary struggle, and his
father saw service in our last conflict with En-
gland. After this he spent Lis life in the peace-
ful ministry of Jesus Christ, The motiier died -
at ninety-three years of age. John B. McFer-
rin was converted at a Methodist prayer-meet-
ing in his native county, August 20, 1820, and
joined the Church about two weeks thereafier,
Through his long life he always delighted in
the declaration that his religioms experiencs
‘““had a date)” As Paul never wearied in tell-
ing of that journey from Jerusalem to Damag-
cus, 5o MeFerrin never ceased to glow with
enthusiasm over the events of that night in
Aungust. “O happy day that fixed his choige!”
Tn the bright visions of glory that do sometimes
burst upon cur zching sight, we can almost see
him rejoicing in the recollection of that country
prayer-meeting. From this yonthfuol beginning
he prayed in publie led a class, and exhorted
higneighhors.  John B. MeFerrin was licensed

to preach October 8, 1825, and was admitted on
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trial in the Tennessee Conference during the
next montl. Then came the long life: three

six vears on stations, three years as presiding
elder, eighteen years editor of the C‘Iz-r-i_sfian Ad-
voonte, cight yeurs Book Agentand missionary te
the arwy, four years Secretary of Domestic Mis-
sions, eight years Secretary of Foreign Mis-
sions, and nine more years as Book Agent. In
this office hie # ceased at onee to work and live”
During all this time Dr. McFerrin was a living
proof that a Christian preacher can be a Chris-
tian citizen without tarnishing his churaeter or
lessening his influence. He owned real estate,
had servants at his bidding, kept open house,
was given to hospitality, could make a speech
on internal improvements al a town-meeiing,
heid political opinions, and voted on all elec-
tion days, owned bank stock, gave cheerfully
and sometimes profusely to the poor and to
every geod enterprise, made temperance speech-
¢s, was once President of a street railroad, pro-
vided a competency for his family, and finally
died at liis home, the honored and revered pa-
triarch of hig neighborhood, without one blot or
slain on the fair escutcheon of his Christian or
ministerial character, From crown to heel he
was & patriot and a citizen, without begging
anyhedy’s pardon.  He stood chin Lo chin and
ioe to toe the peer of any comer. e was more
ihan all this—he was ealled hy the Spirit of
God to preach the everlasting gospel, which he
did for sixty years with singular fidelity, cour-
age, and suceess. © Servant of God, well done!”
applics to him in every relation of life. Al-
ready his neighbors have honored him with a
memorial Church, and we predict there are
many McForrin Chapels yet to bs built,  Dr.
McEFerrin was married twice—each time o an
exemplary Christian woman. Methodism still
gbides with his children and grandchildren.
His son and his son-in-law are honored mem-
bers of this Conference, Two nephews are with
us also, Bishop Wilson said in Lis admirable
address to the class on Friday: “A Christian
minister is the highest style of man”  In the
advantages of this life providence seems Lo have
denied nothing to Dr. MecFerrin. Lven his
personal appearance was eommanding. He was
six fcet high, and weighed abouf two Lumdred
pounds, with health gushing from a thousand
springs. That tall, clifi-like brow had a busy
brain working behind it. No wonder hesatin
more (teneral Conferences and occupied Con-
neetional office longer than any man in univer-
sal Methodism. Let us now come to the clos-
ing scene. Dr. McFerrin’s last regular sermon
was delivered at Vandale, Ark., within a mile
and a.quartcrof hismother’s grave, from the text
1 Cor. xv. 53. 1is last public appeal, made for
any Christian enterprise, was for the new church
on Foster Street in Edgefield, Tenn.  The last
two services in which he participated were at
the funerals of Rev, William Burr and the
infant child of Major Fiuch. His last writings
for the press were the ohituary of the Rev. Will-
iz Bure and an ariicle on creeds. We copy
his last message to the Teunessee Conlerence,

vears on circuits, two years among the Indians,
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given Monday evening, May 2, 1887 «;
arateful to God for having been permiy !
Tabor for him so Jong—for a period of gy, T ofi
iy years—with so ltle intermission, T alth
thankful to Grod for such bodily strengih, |
been enabled to do two men's work, ;ﬂ‘]
young man, I suppose 1 loved to be "iCl{:
ina tussle. T have always Lad alove ang
position to indulge in wit, and sometimes |
have been sharp, and my brethren may o
been hurt in some of my contests, bug J ng
hore malice. to- any, Tell them 1o hold f >
our articles of fuith, and contend earney)
the doctrines of justification by faith, the,
of the Spirit, and holiness of licart. I35
brather helieves T have desired io preves
rise, T desire at this juncture to say [ have g
er entertained such feeling. I never intentis
ally wounded a brother, but evil may have
lowed wlhere evil was not intended; if g
forgiveness. I forgive all who lave hyy
me, and T aslk forgiveness of all. Tf there
Lody of men on earth I love above others,
the Tennesses Conference. 1 oweallIa
them. They have honored me far above
deserts, and have never neglecied me, T
in peace with them and w1 men, and in the fy
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the lg
God, and in expectation of immortali
eternal life. Tell the Lrethren 1 loveeve
of them.” Dr. McFerrin requested us to g
the young men of the Conference the folloy
message: “Dear Young Brethren—DMy wor
ended—the hour of my depariure is nea
hand. In reviewing my past life, one d
most satisfying thounghts to me is that I ¢
erated my young manhood to God's servia
e said to Bishop Hargrove: “{ive my
to the Bishops when they meet, I1fIuame
I ask an interest in their prayers. I trugt
Bishops may Lave a grand review, and u
alleled success in the futare)’ Now wes
see how a Christian can die, for we close
sketch with some of his last uiterances:
Saviour suffered in the garden, and homgt
dreadfirl hours on the cross for me. long
suffor and not complain®  “I cannpof se
read the Seriptures; L am not able now to
them read; but the precions words of
learned by me long ago, are with me, and
give me comfort.”

% would he maore of heaven hestow,

And let the vesgel breuk,
Andleb the ransomed spirit go,
To grasp the God Iscelk!”
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“3ly journey is nearly ended, Tam ready i
part and be with the Lord. I have no fes
“ 0 if my Lord would eome and meet,
3y sonl would streteh her wings in bas
Fiy fearlegs through death’s 1ron gate,
Nor feel the terrors 28 ehe passed.”
“41]is settled” “ITallelniah! The Lord
omnipotent reigneth.” Dr. McFerrin |
May 10, 1887, on the brink of eighty full yez
Washville Methodism gave him such a fuft
as they only can give when the colleges of
ops, the Board of Missions, and the Book
mittee are holding thely annual meel








