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MRS, ETHEL CROUCH MERCER
1888 — 1961

Mrs. Ethel Crouch Mercer was born February 3, 1888, Washington County, Tennes-
see, into a large, loving family. Fler mother and Father were Nacissus and Martin Ship-
ley Crouch, Mrs, Ethel Crouch Mercer died September 13, 1961, after a critical illness
of six weeks, at which time she was a patient in Wash-
ington Medical Center, Washington, D. C. In her last
ilness she was most tenderly cared for by her sister,
Julia Crouch of Arlington, Va., Mrs. Marion Carr, her
nicce of Jehnson City, Termessce, and her nephew, Dr.
Willinm H. Ferguson, who is associated with the Wash-
ington Medical Center. She is also survived by another
nephew, Louis Young. The body of Mrs, Mercer was re-
turned to her old home for burial in the family plot of
Monte Vista Cemetery in Johnson City.

Mrs. Mercer was educated in Johnson City and then

went into training to be a nurse. She became a gradu-
aie nurse of Baptist Hospital in Memphis and worked
there for a number of years. Later she was surgical
supervisor at Barnes Hospital in St. Louis, Mo. She was
also associated with Memoriat Hospital, Johnson City,
Tennessee, in her later years and worked there until her
retirement.
_ Muys. Ethel Crouch Mercer met the Reverend Saul
E. Mercer while both were vacationing at Lake Junaluska. Both of them being Meth-
odists and very active, they had many mutual interests. After the Reverend Saul E.
Mercer was appointed to serve the Washington District ‘as Presiding Elder, as it was
then called, they were married December 12, 1925, in Nashville, Tennessee, by Dr. J. L.
Cuninggim, president of Scarritt College. The bride was o tall handsome picture of
loveliness in a beautiful blue outfit.

It was my good fortune to have Mother Grace,
mother. She took on the duties and joys of a parsonage home and she and my father
traveled together to every appointment, sometimes three a Sunday. She loved to enter
tain the preachers and their wives and also my young friends, The district parsonage
was a truly happy home to all of us.

After my father’s sudden death in the summer of 1928 she retarned to her former
home in Johnson City and soon renewed her spirits and energy by serving others once
again as a nurse, She was most thoughtful of others and especially on holidays when
<he would volunteer for duty and allow others to be with their loved ones.

When failing health would no longer allow her active duty she retired at the age of
seventy-one and went and made her home with her sister in Arlington, Va. At the last
she wrote me, “I find it so hard to let others do for me, but I am learning.”

I will cherish the memory of this capable, loving, Cliristian woman as long as [ live
und my brothers, her step-sons, Almon Mercer and Linwood E. Mercer of ‘Washington,
N. C., join me in this wonderful memory.

LORD, LEAD US STILL

Along the varied paths of life,
Through hours of joy and sorrow keen,
In grim temptation’s mortal strife,
In doubt or confidence serene;
Lord, lead us still,
O lead us still.

as we called her, for my second
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Through all the changes of the years,
Whate’er of good or il betide
In laughter gay or bitter tears '
O keep ns ever at Thy sidz:;
Lord, lzad us still,
O lead us still.

And when at last the tale is told,
The victory won by Thy good grace
May we Thy glory, Lord, behold, ’
_: In that blest Homeland see Thy face;
i Lord, lead us still, ,
O lead us still.
—MRS. JANE MERCER APPLEWHITE

MRS, MARY FOUST HOLMES
1866 — 1961

Mrs, Mar it Holmes, a d: ‘ [
bor ;1 rAspIJ:\lr{ 1;)5 Fi)élég I'I.OI.['HLB? a daughter of the late John and* Angeline Snipes Foust, was
o ! Count‘ y N C! near the Betl}el Methodist Church in the Southern part [;f’Alél—
¥, N. C. She was married to the late Reverend George W, Holnes, who for
I{lanly‘)fears was prominent in educational and church
;HT es in the former Methodist Protestant Church, Mrs.
.[o'mcs passed away December 16, 1961, Funeral serv-
1::’(,3, were held at the Bethel Methodist Church by her
1});5?(.)1, the Rev. K. E. Halcott, assisted by the Rev.
Tany Wo_od of the Leaksville Baptist Church and Rev.
E_ (]: ‘.Whltehead, pastor of the First Methodist Clureh
i) raliam, Mrs, Holmes was laid to rest by the side of
1181‘ lfte{ husband who had preceded her in death by
l'wenty-four years. Burial was in the fami i
Bethel Cliurch cemetery. ¢ family plot ia
Mrs, Holmes is survived b i i
R s y the following children:
ll\/hs. George B. Robbins, Miss Minpie Mae Holmes
éffh})lh W. Holmes, and George W. Holmes, Jr., all oi’f
. 13 am, N, C,, _]oscph W. Holmes of Burdington, N. C.
{? James E. Holmes of Leaksville, N. C, A daughter’
Mary YH[o]mes, and a son, John Albert Holmes of Eden-
ton,Ni\. (iI, Ipreceded Mrs. Holmes in death.
o ) rs. Holmes was reared in a devout Christd
. and earl‘y.z in life b.ecame an active member of Bethel Church which s};):: Io(\:rc:«ril S;ﬁlc? hom(zi
; ;(}i:t%r} ptermlltted t;hroug}hout her entirc life, She held dear the missionary ::(Siﬁy
s objects, also other phases of the Christian servi : 5
+  attendant as often as her health and - factors pe mitted antil e s 2 ehurch
e E nd other factors permitted until after she passed her
w i}]ae zasz gnalrried to the late Reverend George W. Holmes, also of Alamance Count
.Bethelrj&ch . 8%7. {*Ier husband at the time of their marriage was the pri110;p"l]. gf
pethel in(D‘cm.ﬁ.‘ n the year 1890 Mr. Iolmes became the president of Yadkin Coclle @
located in C‘L\gr Cslflm S]%Lu:ltyf, owned by ih‘;IN%rth Carolina Conference of The Mﬂéhodﬁ;t
! , 4 crerunner of High Point College. Mrs. Holmes cas i
: , 4 ' . 5. es was ac
tﬁdl};fncittﬁf! e?ft?cﬁzf?' gvtfldll many olf1 the cozllege students, especially with ‘:i;: ;(L)f]l:g
n . riendly counselling, and constant efforts to provide comfor o
?grn;]e:;kjmaoni lzllfasimé sotct')tl (i.‘urmundings in a Christian atmospherepmf&;me"l?ln):{‘f);imr?é‘;
1 e student body. Some of these [riendships 1 ! er lifeti
e e e Pentaiody. Some ndships lasted throughout her lifetime.
_ 1s. Holmes with their family returne
.COL}:I:H‘.Y :lvh.ere Mr. I-Io]_mes established in Burlington, N. C. lay ;S\l::tlzacchct?d!\hmmcg
continued in the teaching profession another year. Brother i—Io}mes had( féltegl};’trggg






