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SEYMOUR ESMOND MERCER : - end, wh_e
1906-1954 o g with his

The close |
The earthly pilgrimage of Seymour Esmond Mercer began in a parsona, ;

Gin_ in OUT
Springs, N. C., November 1, 1906, and ended in a parsonage at Zehuloie an. gﬂi{rerSity———fwl"
Novemher 22, 1954. He filled to the full these forty-eight years with tick ]il\'l mates 0’ CC

faithful preaching, loving service, and a shining e b other in 1t
of vnusual fortitede and sunniness in the midst 5 years Wi
most constant physical suffering. Never strong phys; :
being a vietim of rheumatoid arthritis since yp { it he was fre
of age, vet he toiled courageously and redempf; e 0
without murmur or complaint. Indeed, rarely, i 4 hair shirt of ¢
has it been given unto us to witness in 2 life mg; Jdescend steps,
consecration and determination to live and sepyg ; always hum or
that possessed by our friend and brother. of suffering. E‘d
- S, E, as he was known to his friends, receivéd; thas, he re}éhle.

good ministerial heritage at birth, His father, the Revig nd stewards na
end Saul Erastus Mercer, a leading member of i © He was ©
Conference, who died in 1928, served as a pastor, colli glory, th'elr fe 1:;
president, and presiding elder. His mother, Mp, Eik the sic O
Waldo Thompsen Mercer, who died in 1924, wa :
person of rare Christian graces and many labors of |
though a total invalid for fourteen vears hefore

death. His maternal grandfather, the Reverend I. E. Thompson, was an honored mem

of our Conference for a long number of years. Other kinsmen have been, or are ng

members of our Canference. In every manner, 5. E. enhanced the splendid preag
heritage that was his!

He wag licensed to preach on Tuly 2, 1925, by the Duham District Conferen
held at Fletcher's Chapel. He was admitted on trial in Edenton Street Methodis
Church, Raleigh, in 1927, where his father was admitted on trial thirty years before, i
was ordained 2 deacon in 1929 and an elder in 1931 During the twenty-sever va
of his ministry, he served four pastoral charges, as follows: Flm City, 1927.18
Stantonsburg, 1931-1938; Franklinton, 1936-1949; Zebulon-Wendell, 19491954, :
had just begun his sixth year on the Zebulon-Wendell charge when a heart attack
closed his earthly labors. :

He was a good gospel preacher. His messages were of high quality, illustraf On Mazch
largely from the Bible, and Christ-centered. He did not waste time in the pulpit revie survives him.
ing current events or in a running account of mundane chitchat. With clarity, foreefy ministry, an U
ness, and earnestness, he proclaimed the good news of God in Christ, His preachin worked under
was for a verdict—for 21l to accept Chrisl—and many there were who responded, 3 In additic
spoke truth in love. He denounced social evils. Ile was a positive foe to the degradi son. N. C.. an
liguor traffic. With unusual winsomeness and attractiveness, he called sinners:fo e "of Stamton
repentance. His preparation was hoth of the heart and mind, and his hearers kne ' Ci'Ey Tenn,
they were receiving fresh news from God. _ "Funeral s

He was an exce]lent. ! : toral _ Church by the
people. _ Stantonsburg,

Conference, w

By day and by night, he gave himself without reserve to the arduous but rewarding: & - Th;l fellor

labors of pastoral visiting. He wanted to be with his people in all their experiencé " because he liv

He loved little children and neglected not the aged. Because he was a good shepherd -1t is quite pro
to all, multitudes now call him blessed. ; a more heroic

Ho was an efficient administrator of church affairs. Under his leadership, ?u with whom I
Kingdom causes prospered. e gave personal and caref i been released
program of the church. Reports from his charges were uniformly good. He left evel the faith and
charge he served stronger in every way than when he went to the charge—new build
ings were erected, physical properties were renovated, indebtedness was liguidate

memberships were increased, sinners were coaverted, and believeis were strengthene
in their faith and service. He labored faithfully in the fields white unto harvest; an
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- when he reported his stewardship to the Lord of the harvest, he went re-
151 his arms glled with precious sheaves.

tose friendship that S. E. and the writer sustained for each other is well
our Conference, a friendship that stemmed from college days at Duke
from which institution he received an A.B. degree in 1928, We were
in college and many times at Annual Conference sessions. We preached for
in revival meetings and shared in each other’s joys and sorrows. For over
s we bad delightfu} companionship in the ministry and understanding

st : .
constant physical suffering. Never strong 5 of the heart. There were very few times, if any, during all those years
s free of physical pain, but I never heard him complain about his infirmity

ng a victim of rheumatoid itis si ;

age, yet he toiled s siuce fy ; ife ¥ . -

jge ¥ courageously and reds, ~~ jjon that life was good. He always met the world with a smile, though he wore
urmur or complaint, Indeed, rarely of suffering next to Tis soul. When he would get up or down, or climb or

sétc‘r};:iin glvcelndunto us tg witness in a I, teps, which required the bending of joints with accompanying pain, he would
; stsesI;e gnb etermlpation to live and g iim or whistle 2 tune of some great hymn, rather than give vocal expression
y our -friend and brothes, the children noticed this fact; and when one asked him why he did

S. E.,, as h : jng. Even . . . . » .
d r'nin‘i’t . Ie was known to his friends, req replied, “Sonny, it is easier to whistle than it is to grunt.” What a philosophy
Saul SEe”a heritage at birth. Hig father, thg ardship of suffering!
rastus Mercer, a leading membpe; was mumbered among those who altow God to use their sufferings to His
iference, who died i P mber wa
: o cied in 1928, served as g pastor.

" e ¢ enrichment, and the inspiration of others. Their soul temples daily rise to
ident, aud presiding elder. His mother Mrs

ei

hie . h one the ings
[do Thompson Mercer, who died in 1924+ e o e s
on of rare Clristian graces and many lah N
:gh a total invalid for fourteen vears C};r_sf
: Reverend J. E. Thompson, was an honor 5 :
ser of years, Other kinsmen have been oB e
sry macmner, S. E. enhanced the splenéidrparre

OUR ESMOND MERCER
1906-1954

;%gnour Esmond Mercer began in a pars
106, and ended in a parsonage at % ;a_ag_
o the full these forty-eight vears wi?[hulq
thiul preaching, loving service, and a shj e
unusual fortitnde and sunniness in them;:;-d
5

“I will hew great windows for my soul,
Channels of splendour, portals of release;

Out of earth’s prison walls will I hew them,
That my thundering scul may push through them;
Through stratas of human strife and passion

1 will tunnel a way, I will carve and fashion
With the might of my soul's intensity
Windows fronting immensity,

Towering out of Time.

1 will breathe the air of another clime,

That my spirit’s pain my cease.

That the being of me have room to grow,
That my eyes may meet God’s eyes and know,
I will hew great windows, wonderful windows,

measureless windows, for my soul.”

July 2, 1925, by the Dwh i '
» X am Distri
.} admitted on trial in Edenton1SStlr(:ete}EC(IJ\]/}f
ie;tfllerlgfas .adzilétted on frial thirty years befi
elder in 1931. During the tw -
istoral charges, as fo]lowsg: Efm Ceil’:}try ngg’?
on, 1936-1949; Zebulon-Wendell, 1049-195
e Zebulon-Wendell charge when a heart

T, His messages were of hi g
! gh quality, il

?tered. He did not waste time in the pi]pigli:,
ico}w;n'lt of mundane chitchat. With clarity, for,
CL? good news of Ged in Christ. Hig ,prea
) _rllst—_and many there were who responde
cial evils, He was a positive foe to the degr:
ien?ssthang atiractiveness, he called sinne
h o . .

bt e heart and mind, and his hearers:
%ovn_zg past‘orall care greatly endeared him:i
ulty in gettmg_ in and out of his car, and u13
)Icffons'lstently in every home of his éongrega
;1 tm}tjhout_resel:ve to the arducus but rewar
¢ ngt ti w1thdhls people in all their experis
In ¢ aged. Because he was a good shep
or of church affairs. Under his leadership
e personal and careful attention to the e

n March 16, 1935, he married Miss Ruth Stanton of Stantonsburg, N. C., who
s him. She was a most capable and devoted companion in the work of the
istry, an unfailing source of inspiration, and a tower of strength to him as he
ed under large physical handicaps.
Tn addition to his widow, he is survived by two brothers, Almon E., of West Jeffer-
~C., and Linwood E., of Washington, N. C.; a sister, Mrs. J. W, Applewhite,
“Stantonsburg, N. C.; and his stepmother, Mrs. Crace Crouch Mercer, Johnson
Tenmn. .

‘Funeral services were held on November 24, 2:00 p.m., at the Zebulon Methodist
ich by the writer and the Reverend E. C. Durhany, with interment following at.
fonshurg, N. C. Hundreds of friends, including many of his brethren in the
onference, were present for the services.

he fellowship of our Conference is better; and the lives of its members are richer
tause he lived, labored, and loved in our midst—and he did all of these things well.
‘quite probable that we shall not know his like again. Doubtless, God could make
tre heroic spirit; but it is doubtful that He ever has. My dear friend of the years,
“whom I have shared many banquets of the soul, your choice spirit now having
1 released from the frail bedy that housed it, I bid you a Christian’s good night in
faith and trust that We shall greet each other again in God’s morning.

5 were renovated, indebtedness was liquida CHANCIE D. BARCLIFT

were converted, and believer
3 ! s s were sirengthe
faithfully in the fields white unto harve;gi:t:i-:l
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