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of Ireland, a sturdy Reformed Pt'es'};s"t'er'l—
an, ‘who, with his young wife, a Vu‘g;m_a
Iipiscopalian, settled in the Cedar Springs
neighborhood, in the Ab'b.evﬂle Dlst-‘rlm:.
Sprung from this pious pair, our brother,
BSamuel Leard, first saw the light on thg
12th of Pebruary, 1815; and, from that da}y
to the 9th of March, 1896, his .lla'st day 11}
the flesh, he feit the precious influence of
the early training he received from thex:p.
His parents, though devoted to their
Church, were not too bigoted to enter-
tain the Methodist traveling prea.chers,‘
through whom, no doubt, they heard qt
the Mt. Ariel Academy, in the eastern part
of the district. If Erskine _College had
been in existence then, it is véry probabls
that Samuel’s education would have been
conducted there, and that,. instead of
gpending his life as a Meth_o-d]st preqcher,
he might have been a minister in his fa-
ther’s Chureh. Who shall gstimate ‘the
debt the Churches owe to their education-
al institutions? At Cokesbury he heard
-the preaching of such men ag Glem_g_, Tra-
vig, Huggins, and Wightman; and his dqh
1y contact with the rector, Joseph Travis,
goon induced him to accept the pe‘cuyar
views of the Methodists, toward w]:pqh,
however, he had somewhat leaned b_e;m e.
After his convenrsion, in 1833, he _,]o_med
the Methodist Church under thga mlms.ftry
of William H., Wightman a];d ’1_heouph11us
Huggins, the Cokesbury Circuit Pl‘eﬂﬂll—
ers. Very soon after this he Was lzqensgd
to preach; and at the Colqmbm session, in
1835, on his twentieth birthday, he was
admitted on trial into the South Qarollna
Conference. From his first B,pwp-omtmeu_:lt
as junior preacher under qul X_V. Tawi-
send, on the Winnsboro Circuit, to the
cloge of is second pastorate on Manning
Station, when he retired frpm .aotwe
work, whether he labored on circuit, sta-
tion, district, or missicn to the'blaclts, }16
evinced the same earnest devotion to duty
and abgorbing interest in the greal cause
‘to which he felt himgei committed. In
all these varied fields he 1'a<b01'eg1 Wlth.con—
spicuous ability and success, his territory
reaching from Charlestén to the Blue
Ridge, and from the Savannah to Fayeite-
ville, 'his active- _minl’-stry. extendl_ng
through an u-ninnterru.pt.ed pericd of fifty-
three years. Nor did his l.fdbors cease en-
tirely with his active relad_zlorn to the Con-
ference, but during his nine years of su-
perannuation his pen and h.IS to.ngl}e con-
tinued to render such service as his fail-
ing powers allowed. Perhaps no part of
his ministerial life, however, was more
pleasant to him or more pmﬁt?lble to the
cause of our Redeemer than the years pe
devoted to the special 'serviqe of the chil-
dren. Iis pure, tender gpirit yearned for
the welfare of the r-ising_race: and the
light of eternity alone will re_veal how
miwch his conseerated labors did to pro-
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duce our wonderful progress in the Sun-
day-school cause since then. _As a pveac_}_l—-
er he was plain, clear, logical, earnest,
and convineing. His aspect, bland, persuas
slve, and comnanding, pme.psowssg-ss_ed his.
congregation in his favor; and his modest.
and transparent sincerity convineed a,!l
his hearers that he had personal experi-
ence of the great truths h-‘_s pffered for
their acceptance. A very strlklr_lg an‘d de-
lightful characteristic was h1s. simple
power in prayer. His language, his tones,
his fervid humility, his dlrectness_ _o-f ap-
proach through our Lord Jesus Chidet, a_ll
clearly showed his consciousness of his.
being in the divine presence, and qI:uve.
away all thought of profane o-gtenhatlon.
In all his praying he never dehve_red elo—l‘l
quent lectures to his eongreg‘a;tlpn oY
teolk the name of the Lord 'h]s (.}()d in vain.
As a writer he was attractive, 1n§truct.-1ve,
and forcible, His published delineations.:
of the lives and characters of the older
preachers were very valuable contrlbll:~_
tions to the history of the Church; and it:
is io be deeply regrotted that muc‘z_1 such
matter from his facile pen lies still un
published. As a man he was a model;
Christian gentleman, He seemed to wi
derstand the meaning of the Hhrase, i
honor preferring one another,

He kept.:
hig o merits in the background, Aan
{Jolffedwgg dwell upon the good .quaht]e
of his brethren. His friendsghips wer
strong, hig affections profound and all
embracing, In his family he challenge
the reverent esteem of every memb-e-r_b
his pure, sweet, genile, Chrlstl-gm hearin
toward all, His surviving family, the de
voted widow and the sons and dal.lghtelrs
all rise up to call him blessed, whlle Wit
one accord they do honor to his me:m-qr
by following in his fooﬁts:tepws_;. At th
house of a worthy son in Ralelgh,.whe?
he was making hig home for the time, i
the beautiful springtide, after a very fe
days of total weakness, he heard the sum
mons to his heavenly home; and h
promptly made the gentle tra.ns.ﬁer fron:}
life of peace on earth to the life of blis
on high.

LATDIUS HORNBY PRITCHARD, son O
J-ogsnh Price and Claudia Horaby Pritch
ard, was born in Charleston, South Caro
lina, Ootober 14, 1821. "When he wa
about a year old his pa}"enrts movad t
Cheraw. They were Ep1scppal1ans, bu
his mother carried her children to th
Methodist ¢hurch whenever her.own was
not open, He was converted at .a..meeif
ing in the Methodist G‘hl_ll'(ﬂl, and joined i
at the age of sixteen. He professed sanc
tification a short time after, and wa
called to preach, joining t-he.S-out-h Carg
lina Conference at C-amde.n, in Febru‘ua‘ry
1841, when a little over nineteen yea;sg
age. On the 31st of October, 1844, he
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married Miss Mary Blount Reynolds, of
Camden; she died in Abbeville, July 8,

1885, And in the same oid town of Abbe-
ville his spirit veturned to God on tha
evening of March 5, 189g, Such is but a
framework of facts, names, and daites,
The real lite history of this veritable hero
of the cross will never be told on earti,
but his record is rich on high, We all
knew him, revered him. loved him, No
man ever more fully merited the respect
and trust of kis fellow-men than did Clan-
dius H, Pritchard. Unostentatious, his
innate nobility was nevertheless conspic-
Wous in his daily walk., The very atmos-
Phere seemed purified by his presence,
His Christianity was an ever-pregsent part
of his life; nay, more—it was lils [ife. Hig
loyalty to Methodism is attested by the la~
" bors in. which he wore out his hody.
After serving successtully on circuits, sta-
tions, and districts forty-two years, he
wag forced by ili health to ask g super-
annuated relation at the Confersnce in
Greenville in December, 1882, He recav-
ered during the following year, and
preached as opportunity offered, and at

- the Conference in 1883 he wag restored to

the effective list. At the Conference in
December, 1884, he was again guperannu-
_ated, but he took charge of Abbeville Cip-
cuit (five appointments) the following
April, and continued to work on circuits
until Januvary 13, 1895, when an injury
sustained by being thrown from hig buggy
—wihile on his way to hig appointment, in
Kinard Olreuwit—=forced him to give up hig
loved employment. After passing nearly
four weeks in the hospital at Coiumbia,
he spent five months with his gon, T. W,
Pritehard, in Charlotte, North Carolina,
Moving from there to Abbeville, South
Carolina, last suminer, with the assistance
of friends, he bovght house. He did
not, as he hoped, recover his health, and
finally it failed entirely, Talented and
faithful, brother Pritchard rendered effi-
clent and aecceptable serviee in all of his
appointments and duaties, Endowed with
a splendid intellect, his sermons were al-
ways clear and stromg, his fervent deliv-
ery adding foree to hig earnest, eloguent
Presentation of the great gospel truths.
Az an administrator of Church discipline
he was able; fair, and fearless, For all
miankind, saints and sinners, his pure
heart was full of love and compassion,
Brother Pritchard wag 2 modest Christian
getitleman; he was not what has come to
be known as a, “pushing” man, else proh-
ably he had fared better and lived longer,
His character and capabilities fitted him
for the highest honors in the Church, yet

‘he was most often found rendering cheer-

ful service on hard and poorly paid ap-
pointments. The ranks of “the 81d guard”
are breaking more and more, and Confer-
ence reunions will seem Jless like old
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times now that this veteran has been
called ahove to hear the “well done, thou
good and faithful servant” The Iast
days of this saintly man were as his pre-
vious years — peaceful, trustful, joyful,
He said God had been very good in taking
care of him and giving him a comfortable
home, and he would like to stay and
breach to the people around; but that, if’
he wanted to take him unto himgelf, he
wag ready o go. He was confined to bed.
only three days; he was unable to turn
'h‘imselfmsuffering little pain, execept when
an attempt was made to move hig swollen
limbs. A sghort tiime before he died he
clagsped his hands (interiacing the fin--
gers), as he often did when going to
sleep, resting them upon hig hreast,.
breathed quietly awhile, then the lips.
parted a little, the chest heaved slightly,
and all his troubles were over! Many
ofher sadly happy tokens of his lovely
character are to he cherighed in the mem-
ories of his deathbed, but they are tco ga-
cred for publication, With but a slight
interval of superannuation on account of
feebleness, brother Pritehard was em-
phatically “effective” for almost fifty~five-
years. Blessed, indeed, is this dear old
saing, for truly he was “pure in hearg.”

Jouw A, MooDn passed to his eternal re-
ward on April 18, 1896, For a numnber of
years he had not been slrong, and, in
view of infirmity attendant upon declin-
ing years, had at the Conference of 1892
ashked and recaived a superannuated rela-
tion. For a time thereaftor he resided in
Oxford, Georgia, bt in 1894 returned to
this state and lived at Spartanburg. Not
long after his return he was atlacked with
serfous illness from which he never fully
recovered. Amid these trying cireum-
stances there appeared, in accordance
with his previous charadter, g strong
confideice in God, and a resignation to
the divine will. This wag the fulfiliment
of the prophecy of his previous life. It
was his privilege to enter upon 4 rich pa-
rental inheritance: rich in that greatest
of all possessions, nobility of charaeter,
highness of purpose, indissolubly bhound
with devoticn to Christ and his Church.
His father was the Rev. Johpn Maood, once
a member of this body, Hig mother was
Catherine McFariand. “Their children
arise and eall them blessed.” Four of
their gons became members of the South

Carolina Conference. Trained In this at-
mosphere, he was early converted and
joined Bethel Churech in Charleston, the
city of his birth. Here he had the best
spiritual opportunities of his day. These
developed him, and when the Spirit of
God said, “Who will 2o for us?’ he an-
swered, “Here am I, send me.” In 1847
he wag admitted into the traveling con-
nection. He wag an excellent preacher;
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careful in preparation, systematic in ar-
rangement, drawing from his resourceful
mind and fields of research. IHis sermons
were as beaten oil, Moreover, there was
.always that cultured pleasantness of man-
ner, that spirit of sincere friendliness
about him  which made him iriends
wherever he went. Ile was the friend of
every man.- He was a modest man and
‘humble, and never thought of himself as
highly as he ought; but his brethren es-
teemed him, and the Master knew his
worth. ‘The minutes show that he spent
eleven years on stations, twenty-three on
circuity, ten on wmissions, one as super-
numerary, and three as a superannuate.
His marriage, November 23, 1853, to Miss
Mary C. Rasterling, resulted most happl-
ly. His life was hers, and hers was his.
‘His home life wias loving and bright, His
son, the Rev. R. B, Mood, of this Confer-
ence, and two daughters, with his loved
wife, survive him. He sleeps in Oakland

Cemetery, Spartanburg, but the Saviour's :

promise spreads over that grave the light
of immeortal hope; “for the hour cometh
when they that are in their graves shall
come forth; they that have done good
aunto the resurrection of life.” '

WELLBOEN Davies KIRKLAND was born
in the old Cypress Circuit, Charleston
Dhstrict, South Carolina, August 17, 1849,
His father was the Rev. William C. Kirk-
land. The older members of this Confer-
ence still hold in loving regard this saint-
1y man of God, who, during the twenty-
seven yvears of his ministry, by his sweet-
spirited and devoted life, intrenched him-
-gelf in the hearis of his brethren. He was
taken suddenly i1l while making a round
qon hig last circuit (the Greenville), and
died at the home of Dr.William H. Austin,
March 31, 1864. The mother of our depart-
ed brother, Mrg. Virginia L. Kirkland, was
the daughter of the Rev. Joseph Galiu-
.chat, who was for many years a preacher
in our Church, & man of eminent piety,
.and noted for his intellectual atéainments
-and pulpit power, It is but natural that
“ghe ¢hild of such ancestry should become
“the subject of early religious impressions,
and so-it was., Davies Kirkland, as from
-early childhood he was called by those
nearest to him, was converiad when four-
teen years of age, while a student in the
Cokesbury Conference School, and joined
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
“The ¢lear-cut, well-defined religious expe-
rience of the boy gradually ripened
throughout all the testing experiences of
sohool and college life until it erystallized
indo the stalwart faith and joyful hope
which characterized hlg Christian wan-
hood. After leaving Cokesbury he en-
tared Wofford College, from which he
graduated in 1870, It was here that he
first felt. a call to the minisiry, and we
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may add that it was here that he began
to display those rare gifts which margad
‘him as a young man of more than ordina-
ry promise and power. In the classroom
and in the literary societies he took high
rank, and wag mere than once henored by
his fellow-students. Leaving college, in
December following he was admitied on
trial intg the South Carolina Conference,
which met in Charleston. His first charge
wag Colleton Circuit, to which he was ap-
pointed as junior preacher, with the Rev.
Charles Wilgon as his senior. The fol-
lowing year he was sent to Marion Street,
Columbia, where he remained four years.
During his pastorate here he was married
to Mrs, Marion M. Porcher, née Palmer,
November 27, 1872, In 1876 he was placed
in dharge of Greenville Station. Here,
early in the yvear, his health failed and he
was forced to take needed rest. Having
been elected during the yedar to a profess-
oprship in Columbia Female College, hé
entered upon his duties there in Septem-
ber. Finding that the work of the recita«
tion room was injurious to his health, he
resigned during the ensuing Conference,
and asked for regular work, He was then
appointed to Mars Bluff Station, where he
remained four years, In 1881 and 1882 he
gerved Providence Circuit., In 1833 he
was appointed by Bishop McTyeire pre-
siding elder of Cokeshury District. Herve
he remained three years. At the Confer~
ence of 1885 he was elected editor of the
Southern Ohristiean Advocate, He was re-
elected in 1889, and again in 1893, In
1894 the General Conference elected him
to the office of Sunday-school Editor,

which he held to the day of his death, -

May 31, 1896. By way of résumé we note
that he served the Church in circuit, sta-
tion, and district work fifteen years, and
as editor more than ten years. In all
these fields he labored not only with great
acceptability, but with eminent success
.and usefulness. He was chosen by his
Conference as delegate {o the General
Conferences of 1886, 1890, and 1894, being
chairman of the delegation to the last
named, Emory College conferred on him
the degres of doctor of divinity., He
brought into his life work a good reli-
gious experience. His confidence was al-
ways strong, his faith unshaken. He Wwas
never very demonstrative ag a Christian,
nor did he at any time obtrude his reli-
gious experience upecn others; yet he was
always ready at the proper time and place
to bear testimony to the saving power of
the gospel of Christ. As a pastor he was
most consecientions, painstaking, and la-
torious. He was a methodical worker,
and so systematized his time as to reach
the highest efficiency in the various fune-
tions of his office.. He had organizing
and executive abilities of a high order,
and the charges he served furnished evi-

dénce of this fact in their enlarged
growth and influence. He had wisdom
and tact that enabled him to touch men
for good and inspire them to better living,
As a-wise general he discerned the strate-
gic points and led the Lord’s hest to vic-
tory. He worked for results, and saw the
pleasure of the Liord progper in his hands,
Dr. Kirkland was an excellent preacher.
The arrangement and dress ol his
thoughts were logical, simple, and grace-
ful. - His sermons, usually prepared with
greai, care, were sugpestive, instructive,
and helpful to his hearers. He loved to
preach, Ie came before his audience as
with & message from God. He delivered
bis message with a serious, tearful ear-
negthess that won attention, conguered:
prejudice, and carried conviction fo the
heart, Always edifying and impressive,
there were times when the multitudes
‘ware overwhelmed by the power of his el-
oquence and tender pathos. “He not only
swayed congregations, bhut God honored
his message to the salvation of many
souls and the upbuilding of believers in
the flaith.” In the responsible place of
] i “wige in counsel,
fertile in resources, and carefully consid-
erate of all the interests of the Church.”
His fine judgment of men, his wide knowl-
adge of the fields to be cultivated, and
withra! the breadth of the man that could
#ee the needs of the work at large as well
as the peculiar needs of his own district,
enabled him to render the Church most
excellent service in this office. Any no-
¢ of him, however, would be incomplete
that failed to emphasize his editorial
work, In early manhood he had shown
great fondness for journalism, and dur-
ing a busy pastorate his pen often fur--
nlshed excellent matter to the presg. His
editortals were trenchant and timely, and
alwayson live issues. IHis style was elear,
yigorous, and highly entertaining, What-
ever the subject discussed, there was to
he seen the touch of a master’s hand. He
thought for himself; was bold and ag-
gressive in spirit. Upon the arena of dis-
cugsion he stpod as a great intellectual
ithlete, prepared to hold this own against
4ll comers. While naturally not fond of
cantroversy, yet in defense of truth, as
he 'held it, he did not hesitate to measure
ance with the strongest opponent. Truth,

deed, was his gniding star. For it he

stood prepared to saerifice, if need he, that
swhich would minister to his own popu-

drity or preferment among his fellows.

Mistaken he might be, but false to his

convictions, never. His zeal for truth

deubtless made him often appear unsym-

pathetic even to his brethren who differed

rom him, yet in his feelings he always

distinguished between the person and the

zuse, While his writings show a zood

déal of that which, in character, may be
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styled controversial, much appears that
reveals the tenderer side of his nature.
He had words of comfort for God’s people
and words as tender as a mother's touch
for the weak and sorrowing ones. As edit-
or of the Advoecate he developed that pow-
er ag a thinker and writer which easily
placed him among the leaders in the
Chureh and won for him that recogunition
which resulted in hig election o the more
responsible pogition of Sunday-school Ed-
itor. He entered this new feld with a
just appreciation of the magnitude of the
task before him. He trembled in view of
the great responsibilities the Church had
called him to bear, yet in the fear of God
and with faith in the promise given he
courageously began a work which daily
grew dearer to his heart, and in the pros-
ecution of which he never faltered till he
heard the Master say, “It is enough; come
up higher.” To only a few men on earth
will it ever be known—possibly to none
but God himself—how he carried the in-
terests of this great cause upon his mind
and heart; how he planned and worked for
its enlarged success; how he pleaded for
wisdom, grace, and strength that he might
meagure up to itz constantly increasing
demands. To none will it ever be known
how that in great weakness and Dbodily
suffering he gave whatever of strength re-
mained, that nothing be left undone that
could in anywise minister to its good.
And when his failing health admonished
him that his work might he nearly done,
[hi_s prayer, as often expressed to his
friends and leved ones, was: “Lord, if I
may work for thee, let me live and give
me strength for service; if not, take me
home and let me rest.” Falling at a time
when he had scarcely reached the prime
of his useful life, when hig work was
seemingly so effective for good, and when
the Church so much needed his valuable
services, is to us a mysterious providence
whose depths we cannot fathom. We can
only say: “It is the Lord; let him do what
seemeth him good.” For twenty-six years

he labored faithfully among us. We now
misg his worthy presence, his wise coun-
sel, his brotherly greeting, But instead

of murmuring, we thank God for the grace

that enabled his servant in hig lite work to
accomplish so much, in the time allotted,

for the Church and the world. We sorrow

not as those who have no hope; we look
for the meeting-time bheyond the river.

TroMas Raysor was born in the Green
Pond section of Colleton county, Scuth
Carolina, April 13, 1827, He graduated in
medicine at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
in 1848. He practiced his profession for
one year, when, feeling called of God to
preach, he gave up his expeeted life work
and entered the ministry of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Churdh, South, He was ad-




