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BISHOP W. X, NINDE,

Willam Xavier Ninde, eldest son of Rev. William Ward
Ninde, was born in Cortland, New York, June 21, 1832, and died
in Detrolt, Mieh,, Jan. 3, 1901, At the age of eighteen he eniered
the Aéademy in Rome, N. Y., and two years later began his col-
lege course at the Wesleyan University, Middletown, Uonn. Tie
gradwated with high bhonors in 1855. After a short time spent
in teaching in the Rome Academy, he joined the Black River
Conference, In 1861 he was transfetred to the Cincinnati Con-
ference to take the pulpit of Trinity -Church, Cineinnati. In
1870 he wag transferred to the Detroit Conference, and stationed
at Central Chirch, At the end of this pastorate he was elected
the protessor of pastoral theology in Garvett Biblical Institute,
Tvanston, I1l, and six years later became presid nt of that school.
He wag clected bishop at the General Conference of 1884, He
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the Wesleyan
University In 1874, and later the degree of Doctor of Laws.
During the four years preceding the last General Conference
Bishop Ninde was president of the Epworta Leagus, During )
December, 1000, he held three conférences, from the last of which
he had returned home only a few days before his death.

Death came peacefully and guietly Jan. 3. Fhough srill auling
from the effect of an attack of pneumonia there was nothing in
his condition Wednesday evening to occasion alarm. During
the afternoon be had attended the funeral of Rev. Nelson Green,
an old Methodist minister, and when he returned home com-
plained of symptoms of a coming cold. He retired to his sgtudy
and worked there during the afternoon until about 4:30, when
he complained of an aching pain in his chest and arms. He was
persuaded to go to bed, Mys. Ninde summoned a physician, who
prenounced the bishop's condition serious, but gave the family to
understand there was no danger. : )

At a late hour the bishop persuaded the family to retire, but
on going to him in the morning it was found that he had de-
parted to be with Christ, at the call of the heavenly messcnger.

Testimonials and tributes from those who knew and loved
him well appeared in all our church and many of the seeular

- papers, It ig difficult to select from these the most appropriate,

but we -will permit his colleague in the Tpiseopacy to speak.
Bishop Merrill writes: “Bishop Ninde’s career wasg one of
the noblest we can imagine. Through all the years of his min-
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istry he was an example of what culture and grace can make of
one whose delight is In knowing the will of God and doing it.
“Hig preaching was of a high order. His command of lan-
guage was remarkable. As an educator he was a success. He
won the confidence and esteem of all students and was regarded
by them as a model instructor, and as a minigter worthy to be
imnitated as far asg it is lawful to jmitate anyone in manmney oOr
method. His tastes were slmple and practical, so that when put
into vhe Iipiscopal office he “tound it comparatively easy to get
bold of the work of a bisliop. None loved him more than did
his mwost intimate associates, his colleagues, In the Hipiscopal
. board his gentleness, bis congideration, lis intelligence and his
modest demeanor endeared him to everyone.” :

"At his funeral, Bishop Andrews sald: “1 mention first, the
supreme sincerity. and abgolute rightecnsness with which he
undertook to execute the great trust committed to him, and with
whith he continued to execute it, even to the end. Ile had come
to the ‘office by a divine providence; under (3od’s all-searebing
eye would he thercfore do the work appoeinted unto him. He
had no friends whom he wished to reward. He had no epemies
whom he degired to punish. T think I know of no man with
whom I have been acquainted in this high office who seems to
me to have more sincerely undertaken to follow the law of con-
science—the indication of the divine law. '

“] notice;, secondly; the unusual and most remarkable calm-
ness of spirit which characterized him. He was imperturbable
and passionless whatever flery debates might rage around hin,
whatever human aimg and passions might be displayed before
o - There was a calm, judicial hearing of all arguments and
sppeals.  Buch was the guiet poise of his mind, the trained im-
passivity ‘of his countenance, that no hint:would be given of his

_judgment on the case. i )
wIt followed In part from these qualities, the sincerity of his
aim and the poise of his soul, that he was a man alse of adimir-
able judgment. They made opportunity for his natural breadth
of view and keenmess of insight. No one would wish to affirm
that he was exempt from infirmities of intellect or that he was
infalilble.- * * * And yet so well did he do his varied work
that 1 eannot recall any case where his dgecigions or actioens were
questioned in the Judicial Committee of the General Contcrence.
And I cannot reeall an instance where his dectsions in the Annual
Conferences created any consgiderable dissatirfaction. This siate-

met of his gualities as a bishop will not he complete unless Tr

vefer to the continuous and all embracing love that animated
1im, He had by nature and his early training habitual conrtesy.
He ¢ould not have been rude, 1 ta¥e it, even if he Had not been
. Chrigtlan. - But upon. these natural gualities had stpervened
that divine visitalion Dy which hig beart.was ‘brought in sym-
pathy with his divine Lord, and filled him with the love which
brought the Saviour from the skies. We called bim, as you all
knov, and it has recently been published among us, the *St. John
of the Episcopal Board.” ' ) :

The Epworth Leagne shall speak by its editor: ,

“ag president of the Epworth League he was offen in this
offlee, and we were codaborers at Conferences and conventlons.

FOMY-SIXTH SmssioN, 1901. b3

\Vq knew hig heart. No purer soul ever blessed; the Methodist-
E:plscopal ministry or our Episcopal Board, Bishop Ninde be-
lieved good of everybody. His temperament was sensitive. Tie
was essentially modest, and ever depreciated his own abilities
;‘l'?d worth. Flig faith in God was absolute and glorified his whole-

ife. : .

“Although Bishop Ninde was not the president of the Kpworth

League at the time of his sununons, yet our young people every-
where will feel a sense of keen personal bereavement, Many a
tear will fall, and many lips will instinetively exclaim, ‘My
friend has gone away.’ But that friend was a glorious Christian,
and has gone to receive a Christian’s crown, While we mourn,
he ig learning something of the unspeakable richness of tlwat
inheritance which is tne reward of God's loyal servants.”

On the 29th of August, 1870, the transfer of Dr. W. X, Ninde
from the (incinnati Conference was announced to us. Et so
happened that I was present, as a member of the Detroit Confer:
ence, and rose with the entite Conference o greet our brother.

TFrom that day until the day of hig death we calted him ours, and
although the ehurch éalled him to a wider sphere of honor and
usefulness, we followed him; rejoiced in his labors, and on sea
or land, by night and day, surrounded him witl our prayers, our
sympathy and cur faith.

) Of our brother and bishop we can say that he was a Chris-
tian man., e received the Holy Scriptures as the word of God
and the interpretation of them that we as g church give. Humbly
l'c_zverentiy. and without doubt, in substance I have listened t(;
his strong assertions of faith in our Lord. But his was more
that a mere profession of faith and experience; he proved to the
world that he was a {Chrigtian by living the fruwn, If theve ever
was & man who walked the strects of Detroit or any other city
and Illusirated in his life the full fruitien of high Christian char-
acter it was Bishop Ninde, He was a preacher of the gospel,
and, in my estimation, a great preacher. e would take the
Bible in his handg and as an ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ,
representing the law, the -will and the mercy of heaven, would
say, these are my credentials, He dared not to be other than a
man of one book, or have any other gespel to present to a sinful
world than the truth of divine merey and reconciliation that he
found in thig boek. There were times and occasions when he
rose 0 much superior to what was supposed to be his ordinary
preachmg that men were astonished at his power. At the Gen-
eral Conference at Omaha on Sunday afternoon it was almost
beyond comprehension that this man who swayed the great con-
gregation was the mild-mammered and gentle bishop whom we
knew and loved so well
He was a Methodist, but more. He was in perfect sympathy
and ready to co-operate with any man or church working fox
the Lord Jesus and the salvation of men. When invited, he
preached as readily in the pulpiis of other denominations ag hid
own, and no man would think by his presence and preaching that
he was other than the pastor of that church and people. He was
a man- of . profound synmpathy and striking simplicity. When in
conversabion about the many lands he had visited it was pleasant
to observe that he ever turned from the land to the people, for

= i
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joved 4 the Tapancse, Korean, Chinaman or the Hindoo

Evea;) [i;exgcﬁ?:tmag as I‘Ehe prightest intellect of the A);giﬁ)-Saxf(())l;
race. God loved him the same, _and there was as- rmuhc R og‘ca for
him and his race in the guture if e could be. brought &)1 cinp
the Gospel. Bishop Ninde was broaq, ten_da, dgep an og{ gé.
and yet these characteristics did not interfere with: his work &
" m%lgpi:is prethren of the ministry, 11.9 loved us‘au allhand h{s
gympathies were for us and with us al_]. in our work, e \g?&lé a
de all he could for us, put when the time came that rl;hé1 a r_jEL =
ments must be made, and he was respons_ible for them, the Owas
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the salvation of men_alvslra_ysf was
first. It might be with tearfulness on his part, with mﬁ) ? e
gywepathy and prayer, and yet we were placed at lgst Wi ‘e1f h(;
the vesult of his careful consideration and‘-souml ‘J_ui(}gmenti he
thought God wanted us. So algo _he gettled the grea questo s
of policy, the great and perplexing problems that con‘le moent
chareh organized as ours is, fqr at last when the ﬁnalt-a:lgu_ o
wag made, and cavefully considered, with a steafly, sf 1(‘)1}%_ Wnd
he settled the guestion, 8o far as he wag res,pqnmble or it; aj:he
jret 1o man was hurt, for everyone knew that it was done in he
fonr of God, and for the pest interests of all S}lell wag 0
bl&h&%&s man came home from ail hiz jowrneyings to ch(i. H;
gaw the dawnings of the new cenfury! He knelt at the 4 talo r?e
the Central {hurch s the old pasy away and. jccﬁe m?ﬁl one
entered. He spent a few hours looking into the f1} 1e._d :s A
the hogom of his family he was stricken. Not very hialh_t w' be
gmitten. A: physiclan was called, and he :L'e_sted at nigh’ ekgfme
ing to meet his family in the early morning. But .so;mg tme
in the night the angel of the Loxd V_V]Jo smote P.etellllé’l Elé o
appeared and touched him, saying, “Bssh’(’)p, hrother, chi 1104: W'IS';
thy work on earth is done; follow me. .The clay oas e'tamf.1
left, and out of it ariging without evey seeing death, as 0?1 o ssi
as 1’31110011 aid, he awakened from his slumbers: in the.v](?grL p; e
ence of Jehovah, while the glory of.Godt met hig astoms' e -tgl of

Oh, bighop, pastor, prother, friend, from the 10_W %311 2 o
earth where we stand, we greet you to-d-sly, we . gllx'ret ce \-.:Lr N
in the nearer presence. ‘As thou hast followed Christ, we
follow thee, .

w. H. SHIER, D, D,
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MRS, SUSAN P. BELL.

. sw Bell, of Detroit

- Mrs, Susan P. Bell, wldow of Rev, An(_ircw g 0
Conference died at her home in 1&&1?{1 érbﬁosl'éoNowﬁn%g?ﬁ?;,elgg% or

he was born at Newburg, N. 1., n . I €
r;larls'ia‘age which occurred while regiding in New YO‘ll.I City 13

s o removed to Detroit; in 1845 her husband entere
the ,Michigan Conference and her itinerant _career _b(.a,,tan.
For nine years she ghared the ex-perience% ogf a.fplog{égi’; I;aégllsaig'd

ompanion of one frail in body, but of ar e

E;)?JI?citagt iII; lahor and success, While serving the “gecond

charge” at Ann Avbor in 1853 her husband’s ministry was inter-
rupted and terminated by broken health, but thely home remained
thereafter in this city. '

Sigter Bell was greatly esteemned, winning favor not merely
by her quiet and courteous demeanocy, but by real excellence of
character. Ier home betokened the presence of a refined nature
and a skillful hand. Her religions life was earnest and cou-
gistent. She loved ihe house of God and the means of grace.
She welcomed opportunities for service and while health and cir-
cumstances permitted was active in individual and organized
effort to promote the varied interests of the church. ]

The history of her home Hfe is not easily written. For forty
years her husband wag an invalid, for ten of these a great suf-
ferer. The assiduity and care, the patience and cheerfulness with,
which she ministered to his needs and bravely sustained the
gtress of their common afliction exhibited a faith and fortitude
but seldom witnessed. For two years preceding her death she
had been confined at home, enduring in the same spirit the suf-
fering and restraint occasioned by a broken hip. The messenger
calling her away came unexpectedly. In the afternoon of Novem-
ber 26 she was In excellent spirits and enjoyed a call from her
pastor. In the early evening she complained of pain and before
morning “was not” An elder sister in New York City, three
married daughters residing respectively in Kansas, Minnesota
and Tllinois and Mizs Helen Bell, of Ann Arbor, remain to mourn
her departure and cherish her memory. : :

J. CRIPPEN.

WILLIAM COOK.

Rey, William Cook was born at South Lincolnshire, England,
m 1835, and died at his home in Ypsilanti, Mich., November 22,
1600, He was stricken while sitting in his chair reading a paper,
dying in a few moments apparently without pain, and without
leaving a parting word behind him,

Brother Cook was converted at twelve years, and at once
united with the Primitive Methodist Church. Af sixteen he was.
made an exhorter, and at elghteen was licensed as a local
preacher. In 1835 he came to Ameriea, settling in Canada and
jolned the Primitive Methodigt Church. In 1874 he removed to
Michigan, purposing to unite with the Detroit Conference, hut
awing to poor health he was persuaded to take work under the
preslding elder for a few .years, or until he regained his health.
Thig he did supplying: Clyde, Oak Grove, Pewabic and Hough-
ton, The bracing atmesphere of the Lake Superior country
seemed to make 4 new man of him physically, and in 1882 he was
admitted to membership in the Detroit Conference. His appoint-
ments were as follows: Rockland, Republie, #lat Rock and Dear-
born. His health began to fail- while at Flat Rock, and at Dear-
porn it gave way again almost entirely, and he was obliged to
agk for a superannuated relation, which was granted. TIe re-
moved_from Dearborn to ¥psilanti, where he continued to reside
tntil his death. Brother Cook was united in mmarriage in June,
1860, to Wlizabeth Sarah Moon,- His widow survives him.

Forry-Sexrn BSession, 1901. - bb
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