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Rev. A. M. Cummins

Rev, Alton Maynard Cummins was born April 19, 1857, and passed to
nis reward the evening of January 16, 1923. His father, Rev. Aaron M.
Cummins, was one of the prominent and leading ministers in the St.
Joseph Conference.

Alton Maynard entered the active ministry of the United Brethren
Church in 1881, and was ordained by Bishop E. B. Kephart in 1885. He
hsa remained an active worker untit the last session of the eonference,

_when, because of failing health, he took a superannuated relation.

¥e was a plain, forceful preacher of righteousness, 'and has served
some of the strongest churches in the conference. For several years
ne served as conference superintendent, and as such was wise in counsel,
logical and impartial in his decisions, and was loved and respected. by
gll his brethren in the ministry, . o

Brother Cumming was one of the original members of the famous
Arion quartet. He will be remembered by the delegates to the General
Conference of 1913, held at Decatur, Iilinois, as -the first bass in the
guartet which furnished music for that conference.” Fer the past three
‘months he had been confined to the house, at the home of his sister, Mrs.
~Jacoh Bonewitz.
in a conversation with his pastor, a short time ago, he said: “My
* peace is made, and I am ready to go at any time. The Lord knows how
T have lived my life; to be sure, I have not lived without errors of judg-
how to do them. The wise leader gt ment, but always with the consclousness of his justice and mercy. He
1ings at a time and do them well. Thig . knows my heart.” :
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Rev. J. L. Powers

it was in the evening of life, that our brother and friend, J. Logan
Powers was called to exchange worlds. He was the son of Louis and Jane
Péwers, horn in Delaware County, Ohio, Nov, 22, 1851, where he grew
P to young manhood, and was united in marriage to EHa Wood, Dec.
24, 1871. : .

To them were borh five sons and two daughters, Leo W., Mrs. Daisy
‘Wolf of this place, Chester of Chicago, Mrs. Netta Huifer of near War-
saw, Floyd of Ft. Wayne, who with the geod wite, one brother, Frank, of
shley, Ohio, Mrs. Ella Benedict, of Marengo, Ohio, 8 grandchildren,
‘and 2 great grandehildren are left to mourn the departure, two sons
having preceded him in their infancy.

After coming to Etna Green, he, with his wife, united with the United
rethren Church under the pastorate of J. C. LaRue. He was given
narterly Conference license at a quarterly meeting held at West Center
ear Bourbon, Sept. 19, 1874, and was given Annual Conference license
breach at an Annual Conference held at Warsaw, Sept. 9, 1897. He
ontinued with his farm duties and preached at various places, served as
ownship Trustee two terms, and was interested in aill the affairs of the
Wi and community., His evangelistic gifts were pronounced and he was
Uccessful in revivals, possessed unusual talent and many souls were
aved through his efforts. Possibly no other minister was ever called to
Onduct so many funerals. He was called hundreds of times to conduct
Unerals throughout the section tributary fo heme and places where he
Tved as pastor, aizo performed many wedding ceremonies, the last one
ng that of his grandson whom he married at Christmas time.

During his 41 years of active ministry, he served six years at Monroe-
&, a legser time at Donaldson, Indian Village, Goshen, served one year
his home church, these following his. work which was largely evangel-
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Hig preaching had no unecertain sound and pessibly no other man in
the community had a wider circle of friends. In Lis death the United .
Brethren Church has lost a staunch member and helper.

Brother Powers' lag{ illness was of short duration, during which he
was a very patient sufferer, and his suffering was intense, although he
wanted to live longer, yet gxpressed himseli many times as being ready -
to go, and the end of hig earthly life came Friday evening, Jan. 19, at the
age of 71 years, 1 month, 17 days. As the shadows were gathering on
earth he went to sleep to awake on that morn of resurrection.

Besides the grief-stricken family, the church has suffered a great loss, .
the community a great friend and brother, bui we do not mourn as those :
who have no hope, but in the great Beyond, he lives with Jesus not
beholding as through a glass darkly, but face to face.

The feneral service was conducted by Rev. 1. G. Bears, the pastor,
assisted by Superintendeni D, B. Kessinger, Revs, 8. M. Hill, A. B, Grubbs,
E. F, Highley and G. E. Lake. .

Rev, J. T. Keesey

Rev, John ‘T. Keesey, of Saint Joseph Conference, received 1,450
members into the United Brethren Chureh, during the forty vears of
active ministry. During this time, he never missed the obening session
of an annual conference and never resigned a charge. Such constancy is
worth while. His death occurred in Silver Lake, Indiana, Aprit 232, 1923, at
the age of seventy-two yeals, seven months, and twenty-one days. His
hirth was at Tippecanoe City, Ohio, but his entire life, excepting the.
first two years, was spent in Indiana. He was a Christian from nineteen.:
The names of Nicholas Castle, H. A, Snepp, and J. Dickson are found
respectively on his quarterly conference licenses to exhort and preach:
and his apnual conference license o preach, the years being 1873, 1875,
and 1876. He married Delilah Snoke, March 20, 1873. The wife and:
two of five children preceded him in death. A second marriage was
Mrs. Huldah Huffman, in April, 1915. For a number of years, iliness kep

him out of the active work. The funeral services were held in Cente

church, conducted by Rev. D. W. Zartman, assisted by Revs. J. N, Martin

and N. ®E, Tillman, other ministers of Saint Joseph conference bein

present. The conference has lost a most ardent worker and a Succes

fui toiler in the vineyard. K
Mrs. Mary J. Themas

Mary J. Thomas was born July, %, 1837 and died Feb. 28, 1923
Age 85 years. She was born in Humbolt County, Ohlo, and Wwas t
daughter of Levi and Phoebe Browi. She was married to Rev. Fletche
Thomas in 1853. There were three children, Boyd L., and Annis V, wh
preceded their mother in death. Hnos, the only remaining one of thi
family, lives in North Manchester, Ind., at whose home, Mrs, Thoma
died. .
For fifty-three years, Mrs. Thomas shared the responsibili{ies inciden
to the work of the ministry, meeting bravely the trials and privatl
of that pioneer period. -

Tor many years she was an earnest and enthusiastic worker M7
interest of the Women's Christian Temperance Union.






