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joined the Memphis Conference at Som-
erville, Tenn. The fall of that year he
Wwas sent to the Coffeeville Circuit in
Mississippi, that part of Mississippi being
in the bounds of the Memphis Conference,
In 1845 he was assigned to what was
known as the Delta Mission on the Missis-
sippi River. At the close of that year
he was transferred to the Arkansags Con-
ference and appointed to Helena Circuit.
At the Conference in 1846 he was sent to
Washingten Circuit. In 1847 he was ap-
pointed agent for the Washington Male
and Female School. In 1848 he served the
Eldorado charge; at the close of that year
he was stationed at Van Buren, Arkansas,
The following year he was stationed at
Fayetteville. At the close of 1851 he was
appointed presiding elder of the Fayette-
ville District. For twelve consecutive
years he served districts in the Arkansas
Conference, viz.: Tayetteville, Fort Smith,
and Clarksville. While in Arkansas he
went as delegate for several times to the
General Conference, and for years before
he left that state he was to the front
in leadership. He stood side by side with
such men as A. R. Winfield, Andrew
Hunter, and Thomas Stanford. IHis name
all over that state was a household word,
I have heard some of the old people of
that country grow eloquent as they would
refer to the wonderful sermons they
heard him preach at camp meetings to
the delighted and admiring thousands. In
1863 he refugeed to Texas. In 1865-6 he
served as.a supply on the Smith Circuit
in the East Texas Conference. That fall
he was transferred by Bishop Early to the
Bast Texas Conference. In 1867 he was
appointed to Palestine District as presid-
ing elder, which he served in that ca-
pacity for three years. From the Pales-
tine District he went to the Marshall,
and was on that district the following
three years. His health failing at that
time, he took a supernumerary relation
for two years. In 1873-4 he was on Willg
Point Circuit. In the fall of 1874 he was
appointed presiding elder of Kaufman
District, which he served for four years.
From Kaufman he went to the Gaines-
ville District, serving the latter one year,
He was then appointed to Cochran and
Caruth, where he remained four years.
Leaving Cochran and Caruth, he was ap-
pointed to the Wills Point Station, re-
maining two years, and where he closed
his active ministry. For some twenty
years he was a superannuated member of
the North Texas Conference. During the
years of his superannuation he preached
frequently, always to the delight of those
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who heard him. The pulpit wasg
throne, and in it he reigned as king,
spoke with authority and the people
ways heard him with great joy and profy
He was my presiding elder when I ¢g
to Texas thirty years ago. I have heg,
him on many occasions, and regardeg
him in every sense ag a great preachep
I have heard him when hig efforts woy
have done credit to any of our bishg
Sometimes he reminded me of an ea,
with broad and steady wings,

toward its mountain home; or a stop
in its majestic tread, sweeping everythi
before it. His long and eventful life I
closed. The soldier has laid aside ph
armor, the grand old hero sleeps his lag i
long sleep. The sword is exchanged fop
the crown. “Servant of God, well don
rest from thy loved employ.”

him often during

of his life.

to be gick.

working so long gave way, and as an {
fant reclining on its mother's breast gg
to sleep, so this grand old man ceased
live. A few weeks before hisg death
said: “Thomas, I can’t live long., T g
ready to go. Write my obituary, and tell
the brethren to meet me in heaven.” On

I sang “How firm a foundation, ye saini
of the Lord,” and with uplitted handg L
shouted, “Glory, glory, glory! Come, Loid
Jesus.” On a beautiful hill in the (ol
lege Mound Cemetery he sleeps beside the
mother of his children, to await the vo
of the great archangel—0. p. Thomas.

JAMES BARNETT RABE was born in Henny
county, Alabama, October, 1824. His pars
ents, James and Charlotte Rabb, both died
when he was but a child. He was con
verted and joined the Church in 18
licensed to preach in 1844
trial in the Alabama Conference in 1846
ordained deacon by Bishop Paine
Montgomery, Alabama, in 1848: and el
by the same bishop at Columbus, Mis!
sippi, in 1850. He remained a membel
of the Alabama Conference until trang
ferred ‘to Texas in 1857. He was §
tioned at Murry Institute in Upshur cout
ty in 1858-9. In 1860-4 he was presis
ing elder of the Clarksville District. At
the end of this term he happened to a
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of the Trinity (now North Texas) Confel
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