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DETROIT ANNUAL CONFRRENCE

PART VIL—MEMOIRS

TRIBUTE TO DR. M. S. RICE

Bishop Raymond J. Wade

Merton S. Rice was more than a man; he was a

whole institution. The Metropolitan Church was refer. .

red to as “Dr. Rice’s Church”. Others, both ministers

and laymen, helped admirably but he was constantly the
dominating figure.

In a very real sense he belonged to the entire church
and world. No man in the connection in all probability
had so many outside calls and was able to respond to so

many. His name was the best known overseas of any
pastot.

We are apt to say in connection with his passing
that an era has gone. I doubt it. It need not be so. - He
tives. He lives o nin the uncounted thousands who were
led to Christ and inspired by his ministry and preaching
at home and abroad. He lived on that Friday night only
24 hours after his passing when 65 men of Metropolitan
went out on pre-arranged house-to-house personal visita-
tion and won others to Dr. Rice’s Church and Cheist.
He does live on and we may follow in His train if we
are willing to pay the price.
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sisted by Dr. Sidney D. lva, District Superintendent; Rev. Arthur D. Klontz,

and Rev. Henry Borneman. Burial was made in Grand Lawn Cemetery, De-
troit.

-—Gordon M. Wood,

MERTON 8. RICE

For so many years the caption “M. 8. Rice—Preacher” has held such
a conspicuous place in the religious life of Detroit it has seemed to us to
be as permanent as the chureh in which he preached. It would be common-
place to say anywhere in Methodigm that he was one oF the great preachers
of our generation. That is generally accepted but it is our peculiar privilege
in this Conference to say that he helonged to us and we belonged to him.
He loved this Conference and cdme to its sessions religiously and is absent
today atter thirty years of unbroken attendance only because of his last
great appointment made by the Bishop of our Souls a tew weeks ago,

Many of us remember the sermon he preached at the Port Huron Con-
terence of 1916 on “Job, the Righteous Man.” We can ses him now in the
strength of his manhoeod as at the climax he described Job standing like
Plymoutl Rock through the storms, unmoved and immovable. Iiig descrip-
tion of Job in that earlier Conterence was a description of what he himself
came to be through the succeeding years. Like Markham’s Lineoln “He held
his place——Held the long purpose like a growing tree—Held on through
blame and faltered not at praise.”

As a preacher Dector Rice wag inimitable. Like other human beings
ministers of the Gospel are tempted to imitate methods and mannerisms
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that seem to be effective with their fellow clergyman. No one could imitate
him and any attempi to do so only demonstrated that it could not he done,
Nor was he an imitator of others nor the reflection of any school of thought.
He would cut across old traditional procedures to declare with all his might
what he believed to be the Eternal truth. It seems as if he mads a complete
dedication of his life to God and CGod used his native capacities unrestricted
by the conventions of time.

Hig preaching was positively helpful and helpfully positive, He was
never guilty ol the sin committed by many ministers of lifting more ques-
tions than they answer. The editorial comment that he was always “pro-
vocative” must have been made by one who rarely heard him preach. That
was the one thing he was not. There were some speculative questions upon
which he did not major but he always gave his hearers something pogitive
to which they could tie. The statue of “hope” that stands in front of the
Metropolitan Church is a tangible evidence of the new spirit he created in
men. It may truthfully be said of him as one of the Old Testament “Lis
words kept men on their feet.”

There is a real sense in which he was our great evangelist. He was our
conspicuous example among great preachers of one who pled with men at
every service to give their hearts to God. He continuad throughout the
yoars to hold aunnually evangelistic services for at least two weeks in his )
own church. Throughout the denomination wherever evangelism was con-
sldered his messages were coveted. For a score of vears he preached the
last two weeks at the Lenten Services conducted by the Detroit Council ol
Churches. His ministry was dominated by the consuming passion to bhring
men and women to know Christ and Him crucified.

The caption “M. 8. Rice—Preacher” at last has been taken down. To
some of us it had seemed that it would stand forever. In our hearts he still
hag even a more exalted place than when he was with ug in the flesh. When
the Iife of the minister seems difficult and the going grows hard we think
of him and our “hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. Alleluia’
Alleluia!™

—Marshall R. Reed,

JOHN DINGLE

Funeral services for Rev. John Dingle, pastor.of the Au Cres Methodist
Chuech, were held at Au Gres on April 12, Dr. William C. 3. Pellowe, district
superintendent of the Saginaw District, had charge of the service and was
agsisted by Rev. Elwyn C. Stringer of Bast Tawas, Pallbearers were tellow-
pastors ot the Central sub-distriet—C, &, Brown, William Young, John B.
Silas, R. L. McCleary, C. W. Scott and H. B. Davis, Interment was in the
eemetery at Oscoda. Death had occurred at the Omer Hospital where he
had been under treatment for about two weeks.

John Dingle came to this country from Cornwall, England, at the age of
eighteen. He worked in the mines around Calumet for twenty yvears, a large
part of the time as a mine captain. While in Calumet he was converted at
a week-night prayer meeting, joined the church and soon after was granted
a Local Preacher’s license. When health failed he came to the Lower Penin-
sula and engaged in farming near Glennie for about ten years., Then Dr.
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PHILIIPS, CHARLES GORDON—(T.,
Mich., 1919; F,. —). 1919 Sherwood; 1920
in Schocl; 1922 Det, Detroit: St. Luke'’s;
1931 Detroit: Wesley; 1933 “Lrenton; 1934
Dearborn: First; *193% Dearnborn: First;
1942 Supt. Port Huron Dist., 1307 22nd 5t.,
Port Huron.

PLUEDDEMANN, PAUL W.—{T., Cent,
German, 1907; F., 1909). 1907 Monroefield
Cireunit, Ohio; 1909 Clarington  Circuit,
Ohio; 1914 Galion Circuit, OQhio: 1920 Hunt-
immgburg, Indiana; 1921 Edgerton Circuit,
Ohin: 1923 Pigeon, Mich.: 1929 Detroit:
Tmmanuel; 1930 Akron, Ohic: Trinitv: 1933

et,, Bay City: Van Buren; 1937 Bay City:
Woodside and Auburn; *193% Bav City:
Woodside and Aubum; P. O, 1308 N. Mc-
Leilen, Bay City,

POLGLASE, ALFRED JT.—{M. P., 1884).
1584 Adin and TFall I River; 1883 (Colo,; 1883
Missionary in Nevada; ¥890 Det.: 1890
Dollar Bav; 1892 Champion; 189 Opechee;
1898 Withdrawn; 1888 C., West Mlchlgan,
M. P.; 1898 Lauuum 1905 Mich., M. P.,
L;mnum, 1919 in charge of 4th ]J1st 11923
Supernumerary; 1927 Loaned to U
Book and Tract Soc.; 1939 Pet, U. P.
Book and Tract Soc,; 1941 Retived.

POOQLE, F. G.—(C., Rock Riv., 1923).
1824 Det.; 1924 Detroat: Ceutral (Asst);
1928 Coni. Dir. Religious Eda.; *1938 Conl.
Dir. Rel. Edu.; 1940 Fxecurive Secy. Con-
ference Bd. of Educdtzou, 205 Kales Bldg.,
Detroit.

POWELL, R, C—(M P., 18%6). 189 in
School: 1897 Leit in hands of DPresident;
1902 Wells; 1904 N. Adrian; 1905 Goodells;

< 1907 Dimondale; 1908 Charlotte: 1912 Birch

Run; 1914 Food1311d 1915 Marletie; 1919 N,
A.iimt" 1921 Brition: 1923 ]Lval‘gc ist at
iarge: 1924 Riler and Berlin: 1926 Evange-
iist at large; 1927 Discon; 1932 Detroit:
Harger \Eemonal; 1933 Rctired, “1939 Det,,
Washington, Mich.

PRITCHARD, NICHOLAS M.—(T. Det.,
1911; F., Mich.,, 1813), 1911 Detour; 912
Mlch, Ash]ev "1913 LeRoy; 1914 Farwell;
1915 Lal«evmw- 1916 Pentwater; 1917 N, E.
Ohio, Dover; 1918 VWithdrew at owWn re-
quest; 19i9 Readmitted, Det., Davisburg;
1922 Dixbore; 1924 l*]anklm 1925 Dundee;
1928 Grass J,aI\c 1931 -\kmﬁ 1934 Moant.
Tose; 1938 Holi\'; 1939 Freeland.

PROUSE, ROMILY—(T., Dat., 1306; F.,
1908}, 1906 Palmer; 1%07 lronwood; New-
port; 1912 anountain 1915 Tamarack;
1918 Mchawk; 1920 Deelﬁeld 1924 \Iar}s-
ville; 1926 Flint- Lakeview; 1929 William-
story; 1930 Clarkston; 1932 Bwartz Creek;
1937 Richmond; 1939 Richmond; 1941 Port
Huron: W 4=sh1ngton Ave., 1410 Pop]ar S8t

PROUT, W. CADMAN-—(T., Det., 1940;
F. 1842). 1940 In School; 1941 Highland
Park: Trinity (Assow); 1943 Roval Qak;
St. Johns 206 L. Lawrence.

PROUT, WILLIAM GEORGE—(T., Det.,

1905; F., 1997) 1905 Champion; 1967 Besse.
mer; 1909 Hurontown; 1913 Iron River;
1913 Trimountain; 1918 Tamarack; 192§
Mayville: 1924 IJeerﬁeId; 1926 Detroit:
McCabe; 1931 Morenci; 1934 Munising;
*1339 Munising; 190 Newport,
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PROWSE, W. E—(M, P. 1912). 1912
Wellsvilie; 1916 Goodland; 1918 Marlette;
1921 Newberg; 1922 Dlmondale 1925 Kinde:
1927 Smith's Creek; 1929 Prazne, 1933
Richheld; 1936 Wellswlle; 1539 Disca; 1940
Retired (Suppl\.) Disco, *1938; Det., P. O.
Washington, R, F. D., Mich.

IPRYOR, THOWMAS M—(T., Det., 1925;
F., 1929). 1925 Whitmore Lale; 1927 Schooi
1930 Montrose; 1931 School; 1932 l\ewburg,
1933 Dertoit: \'\’hiteﬁeld; 1937 Roval Oak;
Tirst: *1939 Roval QOak: First: 702 So.
Washington.

PRYOR, WM, S—{T, Det, 1927; F.,
1931), 1927 St. lgnace; 1931 Bay Port: 1933
Deckerville; 1839 Deckerville; 1941 Rich-
mond,

PUMPHREY, JOHN VPAUL-—(T., Det.,
1925; F., 1827). 1925 School; 1926 Fairgrove:
1927 Saginaw: Epworth; 1929 Treeland;
1934 (Feb,) Masine City; *1938 Marine Clty,
126 Main 56

PURDY, F. M.—(T., DL, 1813; F., 1915).
1913 Fairgrove; 1914 Corunna ; 1918 Clinton ;
121 Tandes; 1923 VWeston; 1936 Samaria;
1929 Newburg; 1932 \7ernon; 1934 Browno
;1937 Decker; *1939 Decker; 1942 Lex-

ingion.

RAMSDELL, ¥DWARD T.—(T. Det.,
1027; F., 1832). 1927 Scheool: 1932 {apac
Federated: 19335 Ypsilanti; 1936 in School;
1937 Projessor, School of Religion, Vander-
bilt  University, Nashville, Temn.; %1939
Prof.,, behool of Religion, Vanderbilt Uni-
Versitv,

P
Y REED, MARSHALL RUSSELL — (T,

Det., 1815; F., 1917}, 1915 School; i917% §
Galnes; 1918 Onaway; 1919 Rediord; 1923
Detroit:  Jeiferson —\ve 1928 Ypsilanti;
1934 Detroit: Nardin Park: 1938 Detroit:
Nardin Park; 5131 W. Chicago Blvd.

REID, R. REX—(T., Det., 1927; F., 1829).
1927 in School; 1925 Detroit: N. Detroit:
15933 .‘:;tephen:on 1937 Hermansville; #1939
ITermansville; 1940 Williamston,

RICE, EARL. R.—(T, Det, 1%03: F.,
1805). 1901 Tipton; 1905 Deerﬁeld 1910 De-
troit: Burns Ave.; 19I5 See. Per. End.-
Fund for Coni, Claimants; 1917 Birming-
ham; 1918 Adrian; 1923 Detroit: Campbeil
Ave.; 1926 Ferndale: First; 1930 Leave of
Absence; 1931 Instructor in Character
Training, High Scheools; 1939 Inst. Char.
Tr, High Schools; 17437 Palmer Ave., Mel-
vindale, Mich.

RICE, M. S-{T, 8. Kan., i894; F.,
1886}, 1894 Westphalia; 1896 Fontana; 1897
North Ottawa; 19080 Upper Iowa, West
Tnion; 1903 Iowa City; 1904 N. Minn.,
Duluth: First; 1913 Det.,, Detroit: Metro-
politani; %1938 Detroit: Metropolitan; 5§
Alger Ave.

RICKARD, ATHANASIUS P,—(T., Det.,
1923; F., 1925) 1923 Mohawk; 1926 Ishpem-
ing: Salisbury and National Mine; 1927
Whitmore Lake; 1935 Yale: Central; *1938
Yale: Central; 1943 Rochester, 320 Walmut
Blwd.

- 1927 Rowal

1942]

RICHARD, ELI
Hillsdale; 1922 Smi
naw: Stephens 8§t
Yale; 1933 Flint:
Civilian  Conservatis
Chaplain C. €. C
Army , Thv. Artill
Camp Picket, Va.

RICHARDS, RO
1930; F., 1933), 1¢
Franklin; 1933 Sch
Calumet; ¥1939 Calu
23723 Gratiot.

RICIHARDS, WM
1809). 1907 Shabbor
Ruby: 1912 Davis;
Deckerville; 1920 C;
ville; 1931 Belleville
Retned 19360 Max
Mich,

RITCHIE, CORLY
1023 1., ML Y, C
Appomtmeut at owrl
w Adrian College ;
lege; 1941 Dee, ¥
Coilege, Adrian.

RISLEY, € S.—(T
1893 Raglesville; 1896
rovia: 1808 Afapieton
Glenwood: 1903 Act
Rapids: 1905 Center
Shelby: 1917 {Gale
1821 Det., Ironwoad:
Se4 1976 Manistique
Deerficid : 1933 Draacle
Webbervilie,

ROBERTS, FAMES
1g22). 10920 Tar
Munising; 15933
1940 Bad Axe

ROBINSOX, ERXN
1921; F., 19233, 1921
Charles; 1923
Webberville: 1927 Fli
1938 1 (.N'C\\‘i\ 1929 1
and Trinity; 1931 Det
Berkle 939 Dort L
1991 CHa: Trinity.

ROBINSON,  WILI
oz F,, 1522). 1220
sonville; 19234 Uctlo:'

TRk S
Thoburn : f))-l Det i
ial; 1935 Laingsbur

RUDIN, THEODO]
man, 1900; F., 1902).
1904 Hannibal, Ohio:
1911 New Albanv, In
Indiana; 1920 Cincinna
ville, HKentucky; 1933
“3039; 4347 Normany -

RUTTS, W, CARL
1837), 1905 Drvden:
Corunma  Ave.:
Korga; 1914 ]wlumﬂn
Korea: 1917 Furlough:
ol Moy 1938 Drof UL o
Blvd., Ann Arhor,




