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JOHN WILLIAM PEARSON . and the Reverend J. F. Talton. Interment was in Spring
metery, Lynchburg, Virginia.
ar friend and my friend has gone, but his work and his
{1l live O
«Soldier of Christ, well done;
Praise be thy new employ
And while eternal ages run,
Rest in thy Saviour's joy.”

1 _Pea,rson, son of James and lﬁa

1 in Brunswick County, Virginia, Mra.%a?tlg
atipn at the Morgan Training School F‘a
Tanderbilt University, Tennessee. Ir{ 19%? t
of doctor of divinity from the Central Colis,

etired in 1953 after a successful minis

1g the following churches: South Encgrymgi
St. Paul Methodist, Springfield, Missoupi- E
igham, Alabama; Johnson Memorial, Huntix:
larton Heights Methodist, Richmond, vi
i%st, Liynehburg, Virginia. In 1944 he ’was t
nd'e: Conference and served the First Met 3
; First Methodist, Clearwater; Allendale Met
riew Methodist in 8t. Petersburg.

R.L. ALLEN

JAMES W. ROGERS

vother James W, Rogers always took a great inferest in the
rig men who entered the ministry from the churches he served.
sul he considered them to he his sons in the gospel, and was
d of them. All of them leoked to him for guidance, and tk}ey
always given the most helpful counsel. He felt a kinsk_ﬂp with
is prethren in the Methodist ministry and had close friendship
-pabh young and old. &
james Washington Rogers was horn in Boonville, Mississippi
ovember 12, 1881, the son of a Methodist minister. At the age
he died on March 20, 1954 at 2:15 a.mn. in the Waterman Mem-
51 Hospital of Fustis, Florida, after an iilness of several weeks,
YHad peen in frail heslth for three years.

Funeral services were held at 4:00 pm. on Sunday, March 21 in
& First Methodist Church of Tavares, Florida, which was the last
sstorate Brother Rogers served before his retirement in June 1952,
he church was filled with friends, some of whom had t;‘aveled a
sat distance to be pregent. Dr. 0. E. Rice, district superintendent
‘the Orlando District, officiated at the services, assisted by Rev.
.o Davidson, Rev. Paul M. Stewart, and Rev. B. B. Osgood. : A quar-
t-sang two of his favorite hymns, “My Hope Is Bullt on Nothing
ss” and “Be Still, My Soul.” He was especially fond of the first
‘these hymns.. The following morning another service was held
Alachua where he served a four year pastorate. Officiating at
i service were Rev. W. M. Irwin, Rev. John A. Briley, and Rev.
urdock A. Shaw. Interment was in the Alachua cemetery, by
s side of his son, James Herbert Rogers, who had passed away
ee years earlier.

" Brother Rogers served the church in the active ministry for 48
ars, having joined the North Mississippi Conierence on_Decemper
:1904, Four days prior to this he had married Miss Jessie Phillipa
hivers, who was by his side during his entire ministry. In 1910 he
ansferred to the East Oklahoma Conference where he became a
residing elder at the age of 32, In 1618 he transferred to the Little
ock Conference, and in June 1928 to the Florida Coaference. In
Florida he served the following charges: Delray Begch; Ocoee-
Zellwood; Haines City; Highland Avetiue, Tampa; Wauchula; Mon-
ticello; Cocoa; Brooksville; Alachua; Mulberry; and Tavares. Fol-
wing his retirement he served the wontverde charge for one year.

 No one was ever more dependable, steady, -am_i _faithful than
as Brother Rogers. He loved the work of the ml‘mst.-,ry and the
rotherhood of Methodist preachers was dear to him. He always

vas very active in civic and church affair
loards and Commitiees of the Methodist Chi
to the General Conference in 1937 at the timr'
: ggﬁ otl*ie aunthor of Sunday School lesson mate
- Schools.

arson was a delegate to the Rétary In’oerné il
tend, Belgium, following which he traveltamn
and Egypt. However far his interest exten
‘¢h always held first place in his love and ¢

ad to Lillian Blackwood and from this marcia
‘e born: James Blackwood Pearson, Mrs, John |
omas N. Green. In April 1945, Dr. Pearson mi
3 Phillips who survives him. He is also surviv
ren, seven grandchildren and four sisters.

25 a man of sterling character. He had a gre
8 an inferesting conversationalist, and becaus
ongenial manner he was well liked by his brothi
s a strong preacher, endowed with a brillia
: who knew and loved good books. He had a wi
iible and was in demand as a teacher, especial
Torkers’ Training Schools. He loved the Meé
i work, and he made his life a contribution to'i

- days of his illness his mind was still very aehiv
the birds and the trees from his bedroom windo
a compose some appropriate piece of poetry. I
1g to the sermons over the radio on Sunday morn
lowing the broadeasts he would write a note-c
mie particular thought in the sermon. As h
'w to a close, his thoughts furned to his natiy
nemories of his years of service there seeme

he went quietly and triumphantly to his rewar
ire conducted at the First Methodist Chureh i
ida, by Dr. R. C. Holmes, assisted by Dr. Robel
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exercised patience. He was always considerate of the feen
others. He served gladly wherever he was appointeq ang dilng
struetive work in the ghurches he served. Brother Rogers d,
timistic about the futute of the church because he had ey
young preachers, and his attitude was a challenge to them

be certain that our Heavenly Father received him into hig he
home sdying, “Well done, thon good and faithful servant®, aff'e

Brother Rogers is survived by his widow. who Iives at Umaii
ong daughter, Mrs, Clyde Black of Shreveport, Louisiang- on A
George Shivers Rogers of Greenville, South Carolina; S’ix £3
children; one brother, F. H. Rogers of Tahlequah, Oklahomag .
two sisters, Mrs. W. D. Stall of Ada, Oklahoma and Mrs, &, . M
of Sapula, Oklahoma. leh

JOHN B. GILL, Jn
BERRY D, BOURN

ATLBERT PRESTON SMITH

Albert Preston Smith, son of Robert Preston and Katie Bel
Smith, was born in Allen, Mississippi, on September 22, 1890, 1
- was graduated from Ruskin Cave College, near Nashville, Tennesses
with the class of 1917. Shortly after graduation he entereg the
ministry and served pastorates in the Tennessee Conference from
1917 to 1925 when he was fransferred to the Florida Conference
He served the following Florida appointments: Parrish and Ellenty
Bushnell; Murry Hill, Jacksonville; Anderson Memorlal, Jackson’
vitle; Winter Garden; Ft. Lauderdale; Madison; Trinity in Tampg:
and Tarpon Springs. :

Leading his parishioners in the way of Christian Living, Brotlist
Smith served them completely. He lived strenuously in the mins
istry, for to him it was a serious task, something he tried to do wel
and in which he succeeded.

In 1947, because of failing health, Brother Smith was refired
at his own request. It was a great disappointment to him that he
could no longer be active in the work he loved. However, he preac
ed whenever he was able and at the time he was called to hig
Fatél-er;s Home he was supplying the Curlew Church in the Tampa
Distriet. ;

It was my great pleasure to have known Brother Smith singe
childhood, through all of which time there existed between us a
close intimate friendship. He worked hard to secure an education
to prepare himself for the ministry, the work he wanted most to
do. In fact, I think he believed he was doing the work that had
been close to his father’s heart, something his father had wanted
to do bub had never been able. In preaching the zospel, I helieve
he was trying to fill a place for himself and also for his father

He was g devoted father, a loyal hushand and a consecrated
Christian. Those who knew him best loved him most, which is
an indication of his sterling qualities of ¢haracter.

Brother Smith was married to Miss Rose Redding on August
25, 1918 at Clarksville, Tennessee. From this marriage five children
were born, He Is survived by Mrs. Smith, who was a devoted wife
four children and five grandchildren. Following his retirement, he
made his home in Largo, close to his son, Lt. Col. Robert €. Smith
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