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After having received his education at Old Trinity College (now Duke University),
vother Ratledge taught for several years in the schools of Davie County. In 1901 he
ined the Western North Carolina Conference at Gastonia, North Carolina, and during
venty-nine years of active ministry served the following charges: Danbury, 1901-1965;
swisville, 1905-1909; Arcadia, 1909-1913; Advance, 1913-1914; Mooresville, 1914-
118; Catawba, 1918-1921; Walnut Cove, 1921-1924; Wentworth, 1924-1928; Pleasant
arden, 1928-1936. Because of ill health he took the superannuate relation in 1930, and
ved near Madison, North Carolina, until the time of his death.

These are but some of the bare facts of the life of Brother Ratledge, and tell little
" the man, To evalvate the man himself is a challenging task. The primary fact about
m was the sweetness of his spirit which shone through cverything that he did and said.
1 greatest ministry lay in simple associations, and his contribution to those who were
ivileged to know him was immeasurable. He was mentally alive and awake, and wup t0o
e time of his death was interested in ideas and not afraid of pursuing them in his think-
g and conversation. Somehow ke finished every discussion and every conversation stand-
g at the foot of the Cross, leoking up into the face of his Friend and Lord, for in Jesus
irist he found the answer to all questions, the sclution to all problems and the Anal
saning of all things. ]

As a preacher, Brother Ratledge was fearless and direct, and in his very simplicity,”
ofound, There are preachers whose countenance, whose spirit and whose very presence
ul 2 majesty and meaning to words that they cannot have coming from the lips of
dinary men; preachers whose utterances convinee and conviet because of the character of
: men themselves. Brother Ratledge was such a preacher. Men heard him and repented.
en heard him and believed. Men heard him and loved the Lord.

Young people and children recognized in him a spirit kin to their own—a spirit alive
the world about him; to the world within him; to the world above him. They loved
1 because he loved them, asindeed he loved everything alive and young and growing,
‘ter his retirement from the active ministry, when he came to live at his little home
ar Madison, ke planted a garden. God loved a garden, and walked in His garden *in -
: cool of the day.” Jesus loved a garden, and met His Father there often, In his garden -
other Ratledge communed and worshipped, and came very close to his Father and his -
wl, Out of it he went into the world where men toil and sorrow and sweat, carrying
th him something of the freshness and cleanness and sweetness that he found there, and-
his company men found rest and refreshment. His was a daily comradeship with the
sly Spirit. There was something in his face and in the touch of his hand that told men
. he was a son of God. He “wist not that the skin of his face shone” When he came
the end of the way, he simply stepped out upon the promises of God, hand in hand
th Jesus Christ,

During his active ministry he served the following cha.rg'es: Henrietta, 1589-18%0;
Mountain Island, 1890-1892; Marion, 1892-1896; Waynesville, _1896—1900; Newtomn,
1900-1901; Mooresville, 1901-1905; Rutherfordton, 1905-1909; Lincointon, 1909-1913;
Ramseur and Frankiinville, 1913-1914; North Wilkesboro, 191419165 West G:eensbc_:ro,
1916-1926; High Point, Main Street, 1920-1923; Madison, 1923-1927; Kernersville,

-1931. ; _ ' o )
1927Thrm.1gho1.1t his active ministty he rendered -efficient service in the various df:_pa:rt-
ments of the pastorate. Included in constructive work he. beg_an the new ch.urch b_mldmi
at Lincolnton, had erected the educational building of Main Street. C_hurch, High Pom& an
effected the building of present parsonage of West Greensboro Ch:f.rge. Hc.w_ras an efficent

astor. The statement has been made that Brother Rogers’ “particular ministry was prc:f
?iominantly evangelistic in character, and he was widely-knovyn for the large_‘number o
conversions made in evangelistic meetings, and at.the same time he was congzd_ered very
effective as a pastor.” The tribute is paid that he received 3,600 members on profession
£ faith in his own pastoral charges. . L —

¢ aHe was known as progressive in_his Iabors,-and for ten yeass attended, the summer
chool for pastors at Duke University. ' ) e
< After ﬁa.ving thus. faithfully served for forty-two years in —?he active. ministry, lhc
retired in 1932 on account of jll health. Dhuring these years of ret1rf3_111en_t.,_h§:_- wasuregu ar
in attending church services and Sunday school unl_ess,prcven'ted by infirmity or illzess. Vf

PDuring the recent period of illness Brother Rogers indicated that he was a*zvarc o-f
nearing the end. Following a critical illness of about two weeks, this faithful se;{mnt 01
God, on Saturday afternoon, January 6, 1940, gently, passed from the Bu__;.rqs ospital,

ich Point, unto the larger life beyond. R o N
e On Nc;vember 13, 1935, the wife, who had devotedly shared :n‘t,l,le itinerancy; pre-
i i *s house ‘of many mansions” . . -
ded her faithful companion to the “Father’s ho se 0f . .
“ Surviving are the following children: Mrs. Hilda Stansbury, High Point; Mrs. ;I§lc1?
Sampson, Greensbora; Miss Virginia Rogers, High POint;__Ml:S. Kathleen Tate, I_‘{igh q.m(r;t?
Mrs. Marguerite Rossiter, Washington, D. C.; Mrs. Mar}on Joyce, Greenvi e,}.{. r.,
T. Baxter Rogers, Indianapolis, Ind.; W. Kilgo Rogers, Lincolnton; Th_or;'x;t_s J. Rogers,
" Greensboro; and John G. Rogers, Greensboro. o i
frs Also survi‘:ing are two- brothers, J: P. Rogers, Monroe, and 8. A. Rogers, Clarkton.,
ister, Mrs. John Carr, Monroe, and eight grandchﬂ;iren.' . : )
a sis g;other I-llogers has, bequeat}’led to his family and friends a rich legacy o.f puct_aless.
spiritual values. *“A good name is ather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour
ther than silver and gold.” L e . TR
" C;Ie was not unmindful of Paul’s admonition to Timothy: “But watchfthou fmiﬁall}l
things, enduring afflictions, do the wark of an .evangelist, make full proof o -(or. -u
th inistrv.” o .. L R EEE -
Y ﬁ;;elhg “eome to? his “grave inwa full age, like as 2 shock of‘ corn cometh -in }in 1;;5
season.” How rich are God’s promises ‘to the wise for faithful service: And the}f '; at .e
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many te righteous-
ness as the stars for ever and ever.” : : . )

May “the Father of Mercies, and the God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all

our tribulation,” richly comfort and sustain every bereaved. heart.

SAMUEL B, TURRENTINE.

“Scarce had he need to doff his pride,
Or shed the dross of earth;

Fen as he trod

That day with God,

Se walked he from his birth—

In simpleness, and gentleness;
Hornor, and clean mirtl.”

R. M. LAUGHLIN,
=k x %

Thomas Jefferson Rogers ® ok ox ¥

Thomas Jefferson Rogers, son of James Marshall Rogers and Nancy Belk Rogersy:
5 born in Monroe, N, C., January 4, 1861; he was converted and joined the Methodist *
arch in early life; and attended Union County schools and Rutherford College. )

On April 11, 1894, he was happily united in marriage to Miss Lillian Kate Wise
n of Rutherfard County, North Carolina, Brother Rogers was admitted on trial into thé
thodist itinerancy at Greenshoro in 1889, during the last Annual Conference of North
-olina Methodism before the division into two Conferences, the North Carolina Con-
:nce and the Western North Carolina Conference. He was admitted into full connection
he second session of the Western North Carolina Conference, at Asheville, in- 1891,

Joseph Henry West

“A tzll cedar has fallen
And many hearts are sad.”

These words expressed. the fe,eling of - the p_eople_ E)f Br]ev;.rd. whden they. heard that
Rev. T. H. West, beloved former pastor and leading citizen, had passed away. _

'IJ'he 'Rev.'SJ::-seph Henry- West, the son of Henry West. and Carclive Plemmons West,
28 born in Gilmer County, near Dalton, Geergia, March 17, 1862. When he was ten



