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REV. R. 8. RUST, D. D.

In the death of Richard Sutton Rust Saturday evenin
1gof, in the ninety-second year of his age, thereypassed %%02?53??;3;{
one of the oldest itinerani preachers in Methedism, While he was
known throgghogt the Church and as widely honored, he was, because
of his practical interest in the freedmen, tenderly Iovéd by ﬂlf,: colored
members of our Church, and held in highest esteem among the people
of African descent throughout the entire country. P
He belonged to that ciass of American youth who, although empty-
hau_ded and _frlendle_ss, determined to secure' the advantages of a col-
- legiate training. His early years on the farm were followed by an
apprenticeship in cabinet-making, but, impelled by a desire to attend
schloql, having saved his earnings, he purchased his time and entered
Plrl'1111ps Academy. TFor reasons named later, he became a student in
‘1;’\ ﬂ%nﬂlaaém_Acagdemy. From here hie went to Wesleyan University, and
: z;aéc Lz:ilgeg ;nc gujszés-havmg worked ,h;s way through hoth his academic
At Phillips Academy, under the influence of a : r
Thompson, was begun that anti-slavery carcer in I\?VCIE?C? fll:aoux:ra(s;?ggzgﬁ
spicuous and useful, He became associated with an anti-slavery society
_;md would not abandon” this in order that he might contingte in the
school—hence his transfer to the Wilbraham Academy. While here
E.lill_d qurng his ‘college course, he lectured against slavery, earning some-
;gizfgsot]i‘gﬁld meetlf1g' his school ‘expenses, but sharing in the obloguy,
s imes in the ]]31.'51'1 treatment to which Abolitionists were often
CAfter his graduation in 1841, he found employment inci
an academy in Ellington, Massachusetts, and sl?.tbgégﬁght?; gglllc;?r?éi 25
;del'hc high school m__MiddIetown, Connecticut, where his cclifge d;ll:’ys
: f’g been pé'lssed. _In 1844 he was received into the New England Con-
Wrence an aprpomted to Wesley Church, Springfield; and, in 1845, to
orcester. In 1846 he was transferred to the New Hampshire Confer-
ence,'where e was'prmqipal of the Conference seminary for three
g_feﬁrs : and during this period he was State school commissioner. Then
I? owed these pastorates: Portsmouth, 1850-51; Great Falls, 1852-53;
awicuce, 1854-35; Manchester, 1856; Haverhill, 1857-58. ’ ’
ik 1; 185‘8 Dr, Rust was transterred_ to the Cincinpati Conference to
__le t]le I%Iesxlcncy of Wilberforce University, located near Xenia, Chio
v ﬂslcc::1%(;113%1?;1{?0651}1?253 studeRt{sl, anc}l], at that time, under the aﬁspicea
: aid C nee, ler three years this -
3 fﬁféfd _:to the African Methodist Episcopal} Church, ;gl(i?oilnwlagéztragi
e in}r:ll-s tap.pmntcd pastor, of Morris Chapel, Cincinnati, Promptéd by;
: V\’eslevzufscgﬁ gducah;)nal_ work, he became president of the Cincinnati
War-Ipél‘igd, Isgi%sm maintained the school' during a part of the trying
1 the fall of 185 he was appointed correspondin :
E;fegterq ‘Ei'eedmen’s_ Aid Commission, thereby bgcomingg S(ff%rciellg fefhgg
tie iorm of the work for the clevation of the emancipated slavesL. to
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which the subsequent years of his active minisiry were constantly and
zealously devoted. He was a member of the convention which, in
JAugust, 1866, crganized the Freedmen's Aid Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, Bishop Clark was elected president; Dr. Walder,
corresponding - secretary, and Dr. Rust, fickd superintendent, especially

‘because of his expefience as an educator. After the General Con}‘ereme-
made Dr. Walden publishing agent, Dr. Rust was charged with the

entire administration of the Freedmen’s Aid Society. )
A correct view of the work before this Society at that time is not

REV. R. S. RUST, D, D.

readily obtained. It had entered-a new and difficuit field. Because of
the pofitical conditions, the efforts for the ajd and education of the
freed people, made by Northern societies, though carried forward only
in a Christian and humanitarian spirit, “were misunderstood, crificised,
and sometimes harshly opposed in the South. The planting and admin-
istration, even, of our Methodist schools, under these conditions, re-
quired great patience, tact, and wisdom. This part of the administration
was enough to command the time and strength of any man. .

But the attention of the Church had to he arrested and turned to-
the new movement. This meant visiting the Annnal Conference sessions:
where the preachers could be addressed in 4 body; and it further meant
holding the cause before the 'pastors and the Church by every available:
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sans. In common with our other henevolent societies, the Freedmen's
1 Society, through its office, must raise the funds for the work for
ch it stands, i?ut is unlike thepl in that # can not look to Annual
Conferences to aid in_administering the funds, as school work must
Jave not only a general but the scrutinizing supervision of the secretary
‘charges
Cljlﬁ‘ro?n May, 1868, to May, 1884, Dr. Rust was solely responsible for
s twofold work During the next four years he had an assistent in
is. office, but he, being the ultunatq authority, s'till had t_he burden of
sponsibility Tt will be noted that his active official wprk in this S_Ocifat'_v'
vered twenty-two years, During that period the policy of establishing
coliege for the colored people at some central paint in each of tiie
gthern States was pursued. In selecting the sifes and securing the
inds, Dr. Rust showed rare wisdem, while the buildings erected under
s oversight are substantial and well adapted to school purposes. The
toperty sccured under his administration is worth more than a million
doliars.
Dr. Rust, since 1838, has been one of the Board of Managers of the
Siciety, and, as honorary corresponding secretary, has maintained an
ctive relation to this work of his lifc and has cherished a lively interest
1 1t.
The position he gained in the New Hainpshire Conference is indi-
sated by his election to the General Conference of 1836, He was hon-
od .and revered as the oldest member of the Cincinnati Conference.
f was a great satisfaction to him that, as a delegate from this Confer-
nce, he was permitted to share in the clection of Gilbert Haven to the
piscopacy. His conference lhionorsd him in other ways and will ten-
erly cherish his memory. . .
% Dr. Rust was born in Ipswich; Massachusetts, September 12,. 1814.
i early life he wedded Miss Sarah THubbard, who died in 184z, Sub-
equently he married Miss Elizabeth Lownes,—one of the organizers of
fie Woman's Home Missionary Society—who died a few years since.
vo .sons survive the dead veteran, the Rev. Dr. Richard EH. Rust, of
He. Cincinnati Conference, and Mr, Charles H. Rust, associated with his
ther in the business of the Union Central Life Insurance Co., with
hich Dr. Rust has been connected for fifteen years and of which he
/as - vice-president. He had signed checks the very morning of his
emise.
By his constant and wide travel, Dr. Rust became known through-
at’our berders. Our pastors and people will lament for a leader in
stael departed, But they will rejoice that such 4 Iong and useful life
granted him. Until the last few months he mingled freely with his
sthren, and frequently spoke in the Cincinnati Preachers’ Meeting.
s/ yitality was astonishing and was refained until an hour of his
eath, e showed marvelous enthusiasm and, like the roar of z lion
oused, his voice pealed out in debate. He was by nature endowed
th an enduring physigue, an abounding cheerfulness and optimism, a
acity for hard work, an utter fearlessness and a love for the fray, an
‘tqrmal ternperament, and an intense humanitarianism. ‘To these fraits
reé added an intense religious comsecration which - characterized him
Gughout his life. Brsaor Joux M. WALDEN.
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REV. CREIGHTON WONES.

_ IN\a Methodist - parsonage in Berlin, Ohio, Creighton Wones was
Ih August 19, 1837, the son of Rev, Timothy and Louisa Wones. At
age of nineteen he sought and found salvation, and united with






