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Old Indiana Cellfei'eiic
! e and appointed to De ircui
oM e \ r ; catur Circuit. Fr
;}iql‘]uiglc; ;mtli 3;86r he sustained the effective relation 1 A'ftell‘ J‘t(1)11'n
his life, except two years, at different ti as  in the st
: )@211111}01"3.1‘3’ and superahnuated relatioi?: s spentan the su-
No writt £ ' 3
- Ofllziqei;fedzi;ci ¥ c;s‘kt;pt by Father Sparks and towards the
log s life, when his friends became anxi |
) ; n his . nxious to get so -
ngcq;di ) ;c c;m%nt of his history his memory was so ulgn‘elia?lz fﬁn
1]{“;.L ac- ory ace-.ounju of his labors can now bhe obtainea 'i‘;t
0 ( un%1 is a partial .hst of the charges to which he W:ﬁ a inted
uﬂﬁl'é the years o"f his effective gervice: Decatur DeIEal%p(j;ntEd
| a,} ima, Columbia City, Marion, Wabash AgeI}wv Ft \,V o,
C‘)] 3\9?6:7 Rochester Circuit, Fulton and Kewz,mna T
n his earlier ministry, and - i .
o v, up to the time that his |
v 2;(,(3 11&'116(1’ he wag a preacher of more than ordinary pow :e‘laalt“}{’fﬁlld
; achlt ! .8 T o
. 11; qiqterni ;‘iollf‘c;t?, a Lelgarka.ble revival attended his ministzl'xg
gist ninatior had a church and mi .
stex ¢ . : a scholarly minister i
1::[ ;}1\1\ n. Father Sparks preached in the court hgu':e a,fdeil 13
.Du]:imet]gnelnber,. and he lived a mile and a half in the count ‘i
Do :H ; }? meeting to which allusion is made, among other -
g, e county officers joined the M i e
; nty Methodist church
. E;ncg);ngml'l. with many others of his class in those da};Q he had
o cont il \glt]? financial difficulties. At times he WOl?ld Jia
out bis ;zi;lsgf m;on?be by plying the craft of a shoemaker anld ?)Qr?
BEVOTE sions be bought small far improv 4
D e e 2 1all farms, improved them and sold
cononist. '
T a ]
igh{gleciliig W 1fe} of Father Sparks died October 9th, 1872. Of the
- children born to them (four sons “aangh .
' . and four daughters
e | e . ers) 1
Parkzn"i;gsé‘ é‘\;[ls.t ]1 a.nedMogie, of Kewanna, Indiani. Fit}igf
; , rever, at his death, left al - : . i
et o e ok , also a son, Jere, who survived
On the 7
s 1}; 1;&;11;1}(:;‘ fiu%‘ui’i, 1873, Father Sparks was married to Mrs
) . Paling, in Fulton county, Indian with
im the fortunes of the evening-ti : bt veent
7 vening-ti i i i
o e Toxtunes of | g-time of life, faithfn! in great and
For rears
i juicir‘nve yeals Kewanna was their home and here the widow
ervh fe; ;zes.h Here, though old and very hard of hearing an‘:i
. d{?, e const.antly attended the means of grace in tt
e ;on : often participated with a fiery zeal that W;S ins 4irinl'3
_ ove words were written by Father Sparks’ beloved gastog.
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1893, was changed %0 guperannuated, which relation he held at

the time of his death.
He was married a gecond tim
Heistand, of Clinten, Tndiana. Of this marriage one son, Orn
. A, Newhouse, was horn. T .
As a preacher Rrother Newhouse was carnest, plain, practical
ful student of the Bible, made himgel
and wsages of the Church, and i
hered closely to the old standards. Omne of the prominent trait
of his character was loyalty 1o the Methodist Episcopal Chure
and her institutions. Another was firmness, 07 fixednese of pu
pose; he had the courage of his donvictions, openly avowing an
earnestly maintaining what he believed to be right. '
He made it a point to be present always at roll call of the Co
ference, and took an active part in its proceedings. He had
good voive, was fond of music, generally led the singing in i
congregations, and especially in revival service. '
Tn what seemed to others to be almost robust health, he
stricken down in a moment. In this condition he remained f
g few days, most of the fime unconscious, then passed over tot
other zide. '
Of him it may well be enjd— He rests from I
works do follow.
At evening time 1t was light. -

¢, in 1874—this time to Mz, Ma

He was a close and care
familiar with the doctrines

ne,

is labor, and hi

1. B. DeMorrE. - :
_ Thus he gained a wide experience as an

REV. JESSE SPARKS. _
ks was the son of Jesse and Margaret Sparks, an
was born in Belmont County, Ohio, January 11, 1807. Whe
was about gixteen yeal® of age he moved, with his parents, to 1
diana, and the family settled in Dearborn County. This was
Lome for some years and here, in 1827, he was married to Jemi
daughter of Stephen and Esther Thorn. About the year 183
moved to Tippecance County, Indiana. :

The writer of this is mot informed as to the date of Fat

Sparks’ conversion or the age at which he united with the c]:i_ur
Indiana he was Jicensed

but some time hefore he left Kastern
preach in the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, and rendered hisfl
sorvice in this relation in Adams County.

In 1841 he was admitted into the traveling connection it

Rev. Jesse Bpar
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Rev. . W. Lawhon, It only remains for the writer to bring ﬂm
memoir to the death of Father Sparks. Father Sparks failed fajy
idly in the few months before his death. An illness in the sprip;
of 1895 he never recovered from, and during the fall before
death even the most casual observer could see that he daily gre
weaker. ITis mind, also, was impaired, so that he had few
Tucid moments for some time before his death. On Saturgd
December 28th, 1895, he fell into a stupor from which he ney
awoke, although not until the Saturday following was the sigivg
death unmistakable. About midnight his Lirethren observed i}
swift approach of the death angel and before the family coulda
De called, the spirit departed and only the old, worn-out house ¢
Father Sparks remained. This was at 12:30 a. m., January 5¢
1896, ' _ .
For over half a century a great giant had stood in the fore
character. Men looked upon the noble presence of an apostle
righteousness, an evangel of the good tidings of Christ, a man
God. The fire of divine eloguence had bumned within that fi4
and men and women acknowledging its power, fell down be
the God he worshipped and served. It ig a day of triumph wl
God calls such into their rest. -
In the community where he lived for over twenty-five vears
was loved and revered and many ave the lives that have been be
ter by coming into touch with this good old man. Many are
discouraged that have been filled with hope by his unfaltering f;
in God; many are the hearts who have strangely warmed under:
fire of the Holy Ghost, with whom he wus filled, and man
they who have been added to the church by his ministry and
will be bright jewels in his crown of rejoicing. Praise Go
such a life and such a death. Father Sparke is not dead; hel
as ever by the power of God, through the resurrecting migh
his Christ. '

Hozace G. 0D

REV. JOUN JULIAN STALLARD.

Rev. John Julian Stallard, son of Joseph W. and Ellen Sta
was born in Rush County, Indiana, July 1, 1825, He w
verted and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church at the 3
gixteen. June 6, 1846, he received license to exhort frou}
Durbin, preacher in charge of Canaan Circuit, Indiana Confere
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