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JOHN ERNEST
August 26, 1873, His parents were
Lizzie Bedenbaugh Summer.

e was educated in the public school of his community. He
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. His appointments

JOHN ERNERT SUMMER

SUMMER was horn in Senois, Georgla, on
John C. Summer and Mrs.

did not attend a liberal arts
sollege, but he attended business
~oliege and prepared himself for
a career in the pusiness world.
He was enjoying his chosen
work when he heard the call
of Gad to the ministry. He gave
hiipself immediately and thus
began a lfe’s work that was
mighly successful. Although he
was unable to secure a college
education befors entering the
tinisiry, he devoted himself to
careful study and was Xnown
for his extensive knowledge of
many subjects. Te attended
schools provided for ministers
sand became efficient both as 2
preacher and administrator in

the church.

The important dates in his
life are:

On July 11, 1887, he was marrieq to Miss Lotta M. Barrow.
To this devoied couple two childrenn were born.
John was admitted intc the aouth Georgia Conference at
Americus in 1905, He was ordained = deaconn by Blshop
James C. Atking, and received into fuil connection ab
Brunswick in 1907. Hz was ordained an elder at Wayneshoro
in 190¢ by Bishop A. W. Wilson.
and the number of years he served each
are: St. Mary's and Xingsland, 2: McKendree, Brunswick, 1;
Alapaha and Willacoochee, 3; Deenwood and Hebardsville, 1;
Towns Circuit and Alamo, 3; Midland Circuit, 1; Parrott
Cireuit, 4; Macon Mission, 1%; Byron Circuit, 11%4; Evange-
list (Cordele and Thomasville Districtsy, Ya; Superintendent
Georgia Masonic Home, Maeon, 5%, Oglethorpe and Ideal, 2;
Helena Circuit, 3; Lake Park, 1; Boston Cireuit, 2; Abbeville
and Rhine, 4; Omega, 1; Pineview Circuit, 3; Making a total
of 40 years as an active member of the Conference.

It should be noted that rwice he was moved in the middle of the year

1922, from the Macon Mission,

to fill vocancies - - to Byren in May
Masenic Home

and from evangelist to become Superintendent of the

in Magon,
He served his fourth year at Fineview after refiring, and then served

two years on the Mitchell Circult, making a fofal of 43 years he served
in the Conference.
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4. John retired at the Conference meeting in Waycross in
1945. He and Mrs. Summer went to live with their daughter,
Mrs. Forrest L. Minix, at Hapeville, where they lived except
the two years he served at Mitchell.

He was active in the work of the Hapeville Methodist
Church, and identified himeelf with the community and partiei-
pated in such activities as he was able. He saw the need for g
hospital to serve a large area in South Fulton-Clayton-Fayette
Counties. He was so convinced that there should he a hospitat
authority to give leadershlp to this movement that he devoted
much time in promoting it. By 1951 he had aroused enough
interest to bring about the creation of an authority.

- From its origin until 1957, when ke resigned due to ill health,
he served, without a saiary, as Executive Secretary of the
authority. That his services were botl: successful and appreciated
by the people he served is indicated by the following:

1. In 1956, he was named Hapeviile's ‘Man of The Year” by
the Hapeville Exchange Club. In awarding the year blague,
Mr. Bob McCord, chairman of the club’s selection committee
praised John for his “unceasing work” to get a hospital
built in this area.

- Bince his death the clergymen in the hospital building fund
campaign, are raising funds to include in the hospital a
chapel to be designated, “The John E. Summer Memorial
Chapel.”

John was always faithful in the dischargs of his duties in
all his charges. He never zerved what many would call the
“larger” churches, but h2 has made 2 real contribution toward
advancing the Kingdom, because of his consecration and
diligence.

His death came Sundsy morning, January 4, 1959, after three
months serious illness. Funeral services were conducted Tusesday,
January 6, 1959, in the Hapeville Meihodist Church, by Reverends
B. W. Hancock, James D. Reese, and Warren Candler Budd.
Burial was in the City Cemetery at Senocia, Georgia.

He is survived by his wife; a son, David Bardin Summer of

East Point; a daughter, Mrs. Forresi L. Minix, Hapeviile; three
grandchildren, F. L. Minix, New Orleans; Tony Minix, Columbus,
Mrs. A, B. Cannon, Hapeville; and four great-grandchildren.

—L. A, HARRELL,






