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ploy until the Conference of 1883, whef,
with a constitution shattered by rheuma-
tiem and other painful maladies, he re-
tuctantly retired to the superamnuate re-
lation. He ended his career as an itin-.
erant preacher on the Chase City charge,
and then located in Rjchmond, where he .
resided four years. From there he re-
moved to Yorktown, where he spent the
remainder of his life. He loved his
Church, but the cause of Christ more.
Though circumscribed by superannuation,
he was not wholly hindered from the work

- he so much loved. Sabbath after Sabbath

he would meet the peopie of his town in
the Httle chapel that he had heen instru-
mental in puilding, and open to them the
Seriptures, either from the pulpit or in
the pew.. Here he was greatly heleved by
the people, and eternity alone will reveal
the zood he has dome. Brother Crooks
was happy in his domestic relations. Au-
gust 6, 1867, he was married to Miss Susan
Scuily, of Richmond. Eight children were
born to them, four of whom are now Iiv-
ing—two sons and two daughters. He
wae a kind and affectionate father, and
the mutual devoiion of father and chil-
dren was beautiful. He loved his breth-
ven and delighted in their fellowship, His
kindness, courtesy, and geniality won for
him many friends, He was so magnani-
mous in gpirit that men everywhere would
say, “He is one of the best.” The funeral
gservices were conducted by the writer,
whom he received into the Methodist
Church forty-seven years ago, assisted by
Rev. W. W. Royall and Rev. J. B. Askew,
of our Church, and Rev. A, J. Renforth,
of the Christian denomination. We laid
him away in the cemetery of Providence
church, which in the days of his active
ministry he had served as pastor for seven
vears. Here rests the body of one of the
purest, noblest, and most consecrated men
of whom modern Methodism can boast.

“gervant of God, well done!
Rest from thy loved employ;
The battle fought, the victory won,
© Enter thy Master’s joy.”

-7, G, Pullen.

Taavis J. TavyLor departed this life at
the residence of his son-in-law, R. R. Car-
ter, of Nottoway County, Va. As his re-
deemed spirit went “sweeping through the
gates” into the Eeternal City, many won
fo Christ by his ministry and blessed and
purtured by his tender, loving pastoral
care, who had preceded him to the man-
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. peaven, for ii made a bome a very
n eartd, From thig home of love
ad Joy this - good man went forth foi-
fowed and sustained by the, love and
prayers of a good wife, who entered t_vith
or whole mind, soul, and strength into
It of Her husband's labors, and contrib-
largely to his suceess, This union
was blessed with a soen and tkree daugh-
ters, and all of these as they grew up
gdded their love and labors to those of
the father and mother in- the ‘work of
their Master. His wife and three daugh-
ters—Mrs. J. K. Jolliff and Mrs. J. W.
gure, of the Virginia Conference, and
yirs. B. R. Carter, of Nottoway County,
virginla—survive to mourn their im-
measurable loss. Our dear brother was
pot exempt from great sorrow, His only
gon, bearing the name of hig father, a
talented Christian physician wifh  the
most flattering prospects of great success,
was stddenly ealled from his’chosen pro-
fession on earth to the silence of the
tomh. In this great sorrow our brother
murmured not. God's will was his will.
From that hour heaven became nearer and
dearer, and his labors, if possible, more
diligent and unremifting in the Master’s
service. His last days were spent in the
reading of God’s Word and in sweet com-
munion with the Saviour, He weould say
to his wife over and over again: “Jesus,
my Saviour, is s0 sweel and preciots to
me” ‘Thus walking with God, on the
afternoon of June 28, 1916, he walked
through the pearly gates and came back
no more, for God had taken him. His
funeral services were conducted from the
Laurel Street Church, Richmend, of which
his gson-in-law, Rev. J. K. Jolliff, is pastor,
and which he himself had served four
vears with signal success. The gervices
were conducted by the writer, assisted

a
uted

by Rev, T. McN, Simpsen and Rev. R. F. .

Gayle. " His brethren of the Conference
bore him to his last resting place, and his
precious. dust was laid to rest in Holly-
wood Cemetery on Friday, June 30, 1916,

“Life’s labor done, as sinks the clay,
Light from its load the spirit flies,

While heaven and earth combine to say,
‘How Dblest the righieous when he

diest’” - -
—J. -0, Reed.

Wirziam G. Stamr was the son of Rev.
William II. and Frances Starr, and was
born in Rappahannock County, Va. Sep-
tember 26, 1840,  His father was a mem-
ber of the Virginia Annual Conference
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fifty-one years. 'The son exceeded his
father’s term: of service hy five yvears. He
was converted at the age of sixieen. Ran-
dolph-Macon College was his aima mater,
graduating kim at the age of eighteen.
He was chosen as the valedictorian of his
clags. The writer was present and heard
the address, a poem that elicited great
admiration, giving promise of his brilliant
career. After graduation he went to Ala-
hama and taught school for a year, In
1860, at Alexandria, Va., he was received
on trial into the Virginia Conference, and
wag sent to Gloucester Circuit as the jun-
ior of Rev. John B. Dey. 8ix weeks later
he was directed by his presiding elder to
take charge c¢f the church in Hampton,
where his work was ferminated by the
‘War between the States., He then re-
furned South and enlisted as chaplain in
the Forty-seventh Alabama Regiment. In
1863 he became the captain of a company
in the same regiment. As a soidier he
was noted for cool-headedness, courage,
and resourcefulness. On the retreaf of
the Army of Northern Virginia from
Gettyshurg a hattery located on an emi-
nence was annoying the Confederate
forces, and the General in command of
that part of the field ordered Captain
Starr to capture it. He replied: “General,
I cannot capture the battery hy a frontal
attack, but if you will let me flank it
through that ravine [poinfing to the
ravine], I think I can capture it.” The
Genera) replied: “Take it any way you
can,” Captain Starr had the command of
about ninety men. He flanked the bat-
tery, charging it from the rear; and
though he lost more than twentiy-five per
cent of his men, he captured the batlery.
Ag one who knew him well, I can see the
firm-set lips, the fAashing eye, and hear
the clear-ringing voice of command as he
charged and captured that battery. It
wag just like him; whatever he attempted
he did with his might. After the close
of the war we find him filling the posi-.
tion of junior preacher on the Bedford
Circuit. In 1865 he reconnected himself
with the Conference at its session in Dan- -
ville, having been discontinued three
yvears before at his own request, on ac-
count of feeble health, Beginning his ac-
tive and continuous work in the Virgima
Conference in 1865, he was sent to Mur-
freeshoro, N. C., where he remained two
years, 1865 to 1867, Then he was sia-
tioned at Liberty (now Bedford City),
two years, 1867 to 1869. The next three
years, 1869 to 1872, he wasg pasior of the






