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ge and VDivm'ce presented the following report whic

fARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. _ 5
: divoree is becoming alarmingly prevalent, and that forf
s both unscriptural and unnatural—and

3t our ministers and people should heartily discount
wecept and example—and

ented to our recent State Legislature, praying for more
natter failed to receive a passage—and
opinion that an effort should be made to give sacred-
arriage vow—therefore

eve it to be unseriptural and unchristian to solemnize
oth of the contracting parties have been divorced, ex-
nth commandment,

esiding elders be requested not te employ as a supply
orced except for the cause specified by our Divine Mas-

oint a committee to take action with cur sister churches
.a reform in our laws as shall bring them into ¢onform-
ching, being positive that such reform is imperatively
grests of humanity, pure morals and our holy religion.
d J. Colby were appointed a committee for that purpose.

rance reported as follows, and the report was adopted : -

TEMPERANCE.
wrmed as we contemplate the ravages of intemperance.

murders cotzmitted can be laid at rum’s door. Fifty '

i our land comes from streng drink.  Seventy-five per
_such while crazed by drink, and 96 per cent of all the
of the land swarm from dronken homes. It costs for
1es, 80,000 ministers, all public schools and colleges, all

i in the United Stases, and the support of the national

1ndred millions a year.

hops, 400,000 liquor sellers, over 300,000 criminals, 800,
yearly ‘10,000 drankard’s funerals, and to maintain the
ies, &e., more than one billion a year. '

support the drink traffic as it does to pay all the preach-
ols, celleges, and our general government, the former -

ter five hundred millions a year.

this waste of money and health and life? The church =
ible, for the Master has said to His church, ye are the

& salt of the earth.

the ¢hureh shall do her whole dtity against all that in-
vorlid will be filled with the salvation of temperance.

[ drunkard’s graves who would 1ot have come to this :

3 of tobacco—therefore

2 of tobaceo is a crime against ourselves and a sin againsé :

aisters of the gospel of Christ and of the Methodist B,

in the Sabbath School, the family and in the pulpit in -

perance. .
i %
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ek y . ) ety
+ we rejoice in the efforts of the National Temperance Socie
‘Resgme-d' é'on ,I};%:)%SZ to silpply a pure literature on all phases of the tempemnlqe
4 Puhhg;a commend their books, tracts and papers to cur people and the public

ally.
'Lfark Trafton,
agsed the Conference.
David W. LeLacheur,
rational Temperance
The Committee on Fres

D. D., of the New England Cunference was introduced and ad-

Ira ¢ Sprague and John Collins Werle elected delegates to

Convention at Saratoga. .
dmer’s Ald presented the following, Teport which was

FREEDMEN'S AID.

rejoice in the succeses of the Freedmen’s Aid Society ; that
ast year the society has received more money than during any cther pre-
e than 515,000 in exeess of last year; also more preachers a.nd
chers have been. sent out from the various sehools to entighten the ma,sa:,es wh(;c]ctll
ve in ignorance and sin than during any previons year. Btjxt. more mf)ney is neede

ad more preachets and teachers are needed to carry on his work with the success
5mef§ts, that of lifting up into intelligent christianity a race thathas heen by us s0

agely downtrodden. . . )
a'si‘hju; ballot has been given this people, and if we would have them vote intelligently

ad for the general good, the church should see to it that they are educated and

christianized.
. The souls of this race are worth just as much as

and while we ought not to iove the heathen less th

‘As a Conference we

uring the 1
s year, and mOT

those of India, China or Japan,
an we do, we ought to love the

Freedinen more.
Tn view of the great importance 0
to prosecite it vigorously—therefore

: 5 i i this subject as we do
esplved, That we as pastors inform our cc‘mgregatlou.s on ! i
on’Bthat of f’oreign missions, seek to get them interested in it and urge them to give

‘of thejr wealth for the support of the work. .
The Committee on Chureh Extension presented a report which W.a.s 1a1d. on the
table, in order to take up the order of the day, which was the memorial service.

Parker Jagues was called to ihe chair to preside ab this service. He' announced
‘ilie death during the past year of Stephen M, Vail and Benjamin Lufkin, members
"6f the Conference, and Mrs. Henry Butler, Mrs. B. Lakin, Mrs, J ohn Allen and Mrs.

;Fé.rrington, wives of members, present or past.

(. C. Cone, announced the 991st hymn which was sung, an
~in prayer.

" Stephen Allen read the mem
Mark Trafton, D. D., spoke appreciatively and eloguently of the &

and exceptional moral worth of Dr. Vail.

£ {his work and the needs of the society in order

d led the Conference

oir of Stephen M. Vail, and B. F. Tefit, D. D., and
steliectual ability

Vale, Duchess Connty, New

SrepuEN MoUNTFORT VAIL was bom in “Union 1 .
at the residence of his son-in-

York, Jan. 15, 1816, and died Nov. 26, in Jersey City,
Iaw, Rev. Richard Harcourt.

At the age of fourteen Bro. Vall commenced his stu
N. York, where he was converted.

“In the fall of 1834, he entered Bowdoin College an
the ciass of 1838, He also graduated at the Union Th

dies at Cazenovia Seminary

d graduat,ed with high rank in
eological Seminary, N. York
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City in 1842, He was distinguished during his student life by correct deportment,
manly character, elose application to study and scholarly ability, excellence ir lan-
guage and especially Hebrew., After completing his studies he immediateiy joined
the N, York Conference and was stationed successively at Fishkill, N, Y, two years,
Sharon, Conn. » tWo years, and at Pine Plains, one year.

He was two years Prineipal of Pennington Seminary, N, Jersey, and from 1849 to
1868, hie was Professor of Hebrew iu the Biblical Tnstitute at Concord, N. H.

He was trapsferred to the Maine Conference while connected with the Biblical In-
stitute and remained an honored and beloved member of this body, till transferred
to the chureh ahove.

The nineteen years of service at Concord, were years of indefatigable labor. He
threw his whole soul into the work upon his hands, combatting with persistent zeal
and foreible logic the wide spread prejudiee, at that time prevailing in our churek
against theological schools, and he lived to witness the triumpk of the canse he ad-
vocated.

During this nineteen years of hard work he published severzl voluraes and numer-
ous articles for the Quarterly Review and other Deriodicals, all characterized by schol-
arly abifity and indicating thorough research.

His “Ministerial Education,” “Bibie against Blavery” and “Hebrew (Grammar” are
suflicient to establish hLis reputation as a thorough and able writer.

He was honored by his Alma Mater with the title of D.D. .

His naturally vigorous constitution gave way under these exhausting labors, and
he was compelled to resign his office as Professor, and retive to his home at Staten
Isiand.

1In 1869 ke wag appointed Consul to Bavaria, where he remained five years, avail-
ing himself of the opportunity to extend his travels to Italy, Greece, Egypt and Pal-
estine.

Returtiing to his heme he remained in comparative retirement, though continuing
Lis literary labors and preaching without salary as his strength and opportunity al-
lowed, to the last, .

About one year ago be had an attack of pneumenia, which greatly prostrated him
and impressed him with an apprehension that the cloge of his life was near—until
on the 16th of November last, he calmly and trustfully fell asleep in Jesus,

Thas elosed a noble, faithful and earnest christian Iife, characterized by strictest
integrity, an honor to our Conference and to the church,

Kinsman Atkinson read the memoir of Benj. Lufkin, and Charies Munger, D, B.
Randall and Eaton Shaw followed with remarks expressing the love and esteem in
which Bro. Lufkin was held by the speakers, the Conference and all who kuew him.

REV, BENJAMIN LurrIx, of the Maine Annual Conference, departed this life in
Cape Elizabeth, Sept. 17, 1880,

Bro, Lufkin juined Conference at its session at Kent’s Hill, in 1840, was admitted
into full connection at Bath in 1843, and ordained Deacon by Bishep Hedding, and
in 1848, was ordained Elder, by the satme Bishop at Portland, His first appointment
was at Pembroke in 1840, and his last at Leeds in 18%1.

Thus for thirty-one consecutive years of effective service, he uncomplainingly re-
ceived his appointments in the Maine Conference. In 1872, when no fonger able to




14

City in 1842, Ile was distinguished during his student life by correet deportment,
manly cliaracter, close application to study and scholaxly ability, excellence in lan-
guage and especially Hebrew. After completing his studies he immediateiy joined
the N. York Conference and was stationed successively at Fishkill, N. Y., two years,
Sharon, Conn., two years, and at Pine Plains, one year.

He was two years Principal of Penningion Seminary, N. Jersey, and from 1849 to
1868, he was Professor of Hebrew in the Biblical Institate ap Concord, N. H.

e was transferred to the Maine Conference while connected with the Biblical In-
stitute and remained an honored and heloved member of this body, till transferred
to the church above.

The nineteen years of serviee at Concord, were vears of indefatizable labor. He
threw his whole soul into the work apon his hands, combatting with persistent zeal
and foreible logic the wide spread prejudice, at that time prevailing in our church
against theological schools, and he lived {o witness the trinmph of the canse he ad-
vocated.

During this nireteen years of hard work he published several volumes and numer-
ous articles for the Quarterly Review and other periadicals, all characterized by schol-
arly ability and irdicating thorough research.

His “Ministerial Education,” “Bible against Slavery” and “Iebrew Grammay” are
sufficient fo establish his reputation as a thorongh and able writer.

He was honored by his Alma Mater with the titleof D. D,

His naturally vigorous constitution gave way under these exhausting labors, and
he was compelled to vesign his ofﬁce as Professor, and retire to his home at Staten
Island.

In 1869 he was appointed Consul to Bavaria, where he remained five years, avail-
ing himself of the opportunity to extend his travels to Italy, Greece, Egypt and Pal-
estine.

Returning to his heme he remained in comparative retirement, {though continuing
his literary labors and preaching without salary as his strength and opportunity al-
lowed, to the last.

Abont one year ago he had an attack of pnenmonm which greatly prostrated him
and impressed him with an apprehension that the close of his life was near—until
or: the 16th of November lass, he calmly and trusifully fell asleep in Jesus. :

Thus closed a noble, fajthful and earnest christian life, characterized by strictest
integrity, an honor to our Conference and to the church. '

Kinsman Atkinson read the memoir of Benj, Luf ki.n, and Charles Munger, D. B.
Randall and Eaton Shaw followed with remarks expressing the love and esteem in
which Bro, Lufkin was held by the speakers, the Conference and all who knew hin.

Rev. Bavramiy Lurgin, of the Maine Annual Conference, departed this life in
Cape Elizabeth, Sept. 17, 1880,

Bro. Lufkin joined Conference at its session at Kent's ILill, in 1840, was acmitted
into full connection at Bath in 1843, and ordained Deacon by Bishop Hedding, and
in 1848, was ordained Elder, by the same Bishop at Portland, His first appointment
was at PPembroke in 1840, and his last at Leeds in 187L. '

Thus for thirty-one consecutive years of effective service, he uncomplainingly re-
¢eived his appointments in the Maine Conference. In 1872, when no longer able to

15

n_dhm the toil and care of an itinsrant Methodist minister, he superannuated, and
ﬁ_hat l'éla.tion, continted a beloved member of this Conference until the Master
alled him up higher. He was among the most devout and holy men of the Maine
nféz'ence; and during the last years of his life, his presence at the sessions of this
was indeed a benison. Qur brother passed away in great peace, in the fortieth
gar of his ministry, and in the seventy-eighth year of his life.

On'motion of 8. ¥, Wetherbee the memoirs were adopted.

The Bishop resumed the chair.

The committes on the case of 0. M. Cousens reported through Daniel B. Randall,
the chairman, that in view of charges against him that are sustained, he Oliver M.
oitsens, is expelled from the ministry and membership of the Meth. Epis. Church.
‘Wilbor ¥, Berry was continued on trial.

Rev. Mr. Dalton, of the St. Stephen’s Episcopal c¢hurch, Porttand, was introduced
nd addreased the conference in the interest of the Maine Bible Scclety.

_ \ AFTERNOON,

Fvery part of the house was filled at 2 o'clock to listen to a sermon by C. B. Pit-
blado, a former pastor of the church in which the Conference was held. Kinsman
Al‘.kmson conducted the introductery service. Mr. Pithlado tock for his text Psalm
17 and preached an impressive sermor: on the fame of Jesus Christ, showing
it that fane rests ou first, the fullness of his nature: second, the grandeur of his
achievements; third, the originality of his purposes; fourth, the boundlessniess of his
benedictions; fifth, the growth of his influence.

At the conelusion of this service the annnal meeting of the Plem_hez’s Aid Society
was held. The President, Josepl Colby, called the meeting to order, and A, Hatch
jed'in prayer.

Roseoe Sanderson was appointed Secretary.

The Treasurer, €. J. Clark, reported the amount of invested fund $2,720 cash on
hand for distribution to conference claimants, $5367.20.

SUNDAY.

The church was filled at 9 A. M., when the usual conference love feast was held,
Paiker Jagues conducted the excrcises. 'I'ho 780th hymn was announced and sung
by the congregation under the leatership of Chaplain McCabe. Charles C. Mason
offered prayer. Bread and water were passed by the Stewards of the chuarel and the
eeﬁng was opened for song and testimony. One hundred and twenty ministers
ﬁn& members gave expression to their love for Christ and their abiding sense of his
esence and favor, and those who could not speak for lack of time, juined hear tlly
the songs which expxeased the same experience,

At 10.30 the Bishop appeared. He annonnced the 248th hymn, and offered prayer.
t.-C.0. MeCabe read the 939th hymn, The usual annual collestion for the benefit
of the superannuated preachers was taken, amounting to about $60.

Bishop Peck then announced as his text, Hebrews 12: 27—“That those things that
nnot be shaken may remain,” and preached an eloguent and powerful sermon,
he hearty responses that were elicited from the congregation bore testimony to the
ctiveness of the discourse and their appreciation of the greai truths that were
tered. - At the conclusion of the sermon Elwin W. 'Simons was ordained a deacon’






