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the will that rules the universe.
the scene ol his first labors.

His funeral was conducted Jccorduw to hig own directions. Phe Rev, J.
C. Darling took charge, and the following from among the ministers present
were appointed as beavers: 8. J. Greentield, W. R. Helms, Samuel Short, C.
H. Walton, Charles Sheard and Davis Gardiner. After reading and prayer
at the house, the people assembled at the church, which was  draped with
mourning and decorated with Howers, representing the sndness and joy of
the occasion—the sadness here, the joy in Heaven. The opening hymn was a
favorite of the deceased, “T'ade, fade, each earthly joy, Jesus iz mine.”” After
singing, the Rev. €. . Walton read the 15th chapted of Iirst Corinthians,
and the Rev. Charles Sheard offered the prayer. Then the Rev, W, R. Helms
read: “Abide with me; fast falls the eventide,” ete., another favorite hymn
of the deceased. "nen the Rev. Dr, Darling gave a very excellent funeral
orafion, wlhich was followed by glowing tributes by the Rev., W. Dempster
Chase and the Rev. J. P. Dunham. Then was sung once more within the
hounds of the Northern New York Conference the Pastor's Funeral Hymn,
“Test from thy labors, rest, soul of the just, set free.” We then looked for
the last time in this world on the face of vur brother, and tenderly bore him
away. The congregation repaired to the cemetery, wheve we placed the ve-
maing in the earth o await the call at the last day.

Lishon, N. Y. DAVIS GARDINER.

He requested to be buried at Bragher Italls,

REV. EPHRIAM WARREN WHEELER.

The Rev, Ephriam Warren Wheeler,
a superannuated member of the North-
ern New York Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, entered
iito rest at Cedar Springs, Kent coun-
ty, Mich., Fel. 28, 1897, e was born
in Henderson, Jefferson County, N. Y.,
AMarch 21, 1822, 'When but a mere lad
he experienced religion, and his festi-
mony at the social meetings was 8o
deep and fervent that the enthusiasm
of the older bellevers was frequently
expressed by outhursts of hallelujahs
and “Praise the Lord.” On account of
the byeaking up of his home when but
a child by the death of his mother, he
was early launched out into life for
himself, and mueh to his regret in after
yvears he drifted somewhat from his
childlicod experience, and in his young
manhood impibed semi-skeptical views,
Nevertheless, he could never get away from the tacts of his childhood con-
version.

In the town ot Clayton, ]etfcrson county, N, Y.,
married to Miss Sally Ann Putnam, an exemplary young

in March, 1842, he was
woman of Trich
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‘Christian experience, and through her influence and that of her father, Asa
Putnam, he was again brought under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and
“yielded fully at a meeting at the Kenyon school house in Mexico, Oswego
county, N. Y. I have often heard him relate this point in his experience.
-He had been admitted o the Meihodist Wpigcopal c¢huirch at Mexico on pro-
“bation as a'seeker. He had been struggling for weeks to get into the light
=_Whe11, one Sunday afterncon at a prayer meeting at the said schoolhouse, he
“eame to this conclusion: “I can but die if I go forward; it is certain death if
I go back; T will do my duty let the consequences be what they may, for God
~will take care of them.” With that determination he rose to his feet to speal,
when the glorvicus liberty of the gospel was revealed to him in a wonderful
manner, so that not only was there light in hig soul, but he said it seemed as
though glory shone around. Soon after this the conviction  came to him
~clearly that he had a call to the ministry, and soon thereatier his pastor, the
~Rev, John Sawyer, gave him license to exhort, which in (e course was fol-
Jlowed by license to preach,

‘In a few years his wife died in the trinmphs of faith and testifying on
“her dying bed, “I see Jesus.” She left him with two children, both sons, the .
younger following his mother to the spirit life in a few monthy. He c¢on-
-tinzed his work as local preacher ag opportunity presented, and while thus
‘engaged he became acquainted with an estimable Christian widow lady, Mrs.
“Sarah BE. Powers, of Parish, Oswego county, {o whom he was married in Oc-
nber, 1848 by whom he had one son and three daughters,who grew up to man-
~hood and womanhood, oceupying useful positions in society, all becoming
‘members of the Methodist Episcopal church, Warren H. Wheeler is a mer-
hant at Cedar Springs, Mick. The youngest daughter, Mrs. Stella Watson,
Iso resides at Cedar Springs; the second daughter, Mrs. Antoinetie Mec-
Tone, resides at Spearfish, 8. D., and the oldest daughter fell asleep in
[esug near Gouverneur (at Hlmsdale) in OCctober, 1894, His second wife
ied at the same place (Hlmdale) a few years ago, after sharing -with him
lthe trials and trivmphs of hig active itinerant life. She was a devout Chris-
fan woman and loved the old paths.

June 5, 1855, he was admitted into the old Black River Conference; in-
o-full connection June 4, 1858; ordained deacon June 6, 1838, by Bishop
Ases; ovdained elder April 20, 1860, by Bishop Simpson, His appointments
vere as follows: 1835, Van Buren, 1856, Parish and Hastings; 1857, Ham-
mond; 1858-9, Macom®b; 1860, Lisbon; 1861-2, Towler; 18G3-5, Fdwards and
“Trine; 1866-8, Macomb; 1869, New Bremen; 1870-1, Barnes Corners, 1872,
uperannuated; 1873-5, Lishon, 1876, Clare; 1877-97, superannuated,

. During the years of his aclive work he wrote many doctrinal papers for
“the Northern Independent, embracing such subjects as The Doctrine of a
Mutare  General Judgment, Uaiversal Salvation, etc., and showing careful
tudy and deep thought, receiving commendation for the same from such
men as the Rev, Hiram Mattison, D. D., and the Hev. James Brwin.

During the years of his superannuated relation he was engaged to a
fgreater or less extent in gpecial work, as cpportunity presented, and as his
edlth and strength woukl permit., He was a man of positive convictions as
0 right and wrong; and would not swerve a hair's breadth from what he be-
leved to be his duty, preferring to obey God rather than to gain the approba-
fon or applavse of man.
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While he was a man who despised all shams of whatever name ot
nature, he was kind in spirit and would not willingly injure the feelings of
any one. A firm believer in the doctrines and government of the Methodist
Episcopal churcli, he recognized in every man a brother and every Christian
denomination the followers of Christ, working together with him for the sal-
vaiion of man. ‘F'o him ‘“the gospel of Christ” was “the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believetl’,, so he “was not ashamed” thereof, and’
tried to persuade men to believe. :

“Thou are gone to the grave, but we will not deplore thee,
Bince God was thy Ransom, thy Guardian and Guide:

He gave thee, Ile took thee, and e will restore thee;
And death hath no sting sinee the Saviour has died.”

GARDNER H. WHEELLR,

Such being his personal experience, he came up to the final call peace-
fully and triumpbantly. Several years prior to his death he had beeu
troubled with heart disease, so that he was expecting the summons at any
time, but looked forward with the calm peacefulness that comes to the true
believer to that land without a storm, '

MRS, MELISSA M. EMPEY.

.+ The royal soul of Mrs., Molissa M. Empey left its mortal tenement in the
early morning of May 11, 1886, Her husband, ihe Rev. W. . Empey, of the
Northern New York Conference, preceded her to the heavenly home four
years. They were married Sept. 16, 1843, and began the itinerant life in
1856. Wour children were given themn and all were early removed by death,
leavmv their parents sorely bereaved. Sister Empey’s last sickness was
severe and protracted. She earnestly wished she might escape the severity
1 the ordeal, but was sweetly resigned to the will of God. Though desiring
1o depart and to be with Christ, her glorious Redeemer, she strangely thought
he would recover and do a little more gospel worls, The holy fire of spirit-
al zeal and devotion would often rvekindle within hey and the old desire to
é&xhort return to her,and she wanted to stand before the people and deliver her
essage once more.. Her strong love for Christian fellowship and devotional
eetings remained to the last and was distinetly expressed. Her. life work
was well done. Patiently and unmurmuringty she pursued her alloited course
ith many and hard moves and discomforts. She went with her husband,
in service, to North Bay, in 1856, thence to Parish, Amboy, Bt{. Lawrence,
LaFalgevllle, Pillar Point, Pamelia, Ontario, Amboy again, Ava, North Bay
gain, Watson, Little Lakes, then to five years of superannuation, then Mon-
ague, Watson again, DePeyster, and then to final superannuation, making
26 years in pastoral work. Revivals and substantial conversions were very
numerous and the results are abiding. Sister Dmpey had special gifts for
ueh work and sheuged them unshrinkingly. She also had remarkable sue-
céss everywhere in Sunday school work. Her rest time came ai last. Her
_adopted daughter an. husband, Mr. and Mprs. Frank Cook, of Bernhards
Bay, gave her tender and faithful care. A large counconrse gathered at her
funeral, and the writer officiated, assisted by others.

After the death of his pecond wife he lived with hig children and grand-
children in this state and in Michigan, the last year and a half being with his :
youngest son, W. H. Wheeler, of Cedar Springs. The Sunday morning of
his death he arose seemingly betier than he had been for some time. He
conducted the family worship, reading one of the chapters relating to the
agcension of our Lord, making comments thereon in his usual manner, Af-
“terward he went to the morning ¢lass meeting, in which he gave a clear ies-
timony, and said among other things: *I do not know that I shall die shout
ing, but I do know that I shall die praising.” He attended public service
afterward, and remained at the Bunday school, taking charge of the Bible
class as usual, and at the close of the school, not having gone over the les-
son as fully as he desired, he asked fhe class to remain a  short time, an_d
they did so. If was while thus engaged in teaching the word that the sum
mons came, and he died without a struggle and there was a smile upon his
face. Truly he “walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.” It
was a truly ideal Christian death, One young lady who was in the class at
the fime, said that while she was watching him and listening to his conversi
tion, she “noticed that he was very pale until he commenced talking with the
class, and then his countenance seemed to be suddenly illuminated as thougl
the Lord wag with him.” Another lady said she never saw a face lighted up
with such a glorious expression., It seemed to fascinate her and she could
not bear to look away from him. 7Thus he died as he desired, in the midst _of
friends, and at once ceased to work and live, and yet to enter into the true
life beyond.

His funeral was attended at the Methodist Episcopal Church, Cedar
Springs, the pastor, the Rev. Mr, Earle officiating. Xe chose for the text T _ob
xiv; 14; “If a man die shall he live again? All the days of my appointed
time will I wait till my change come.” The hymus that were sung were
favorites with him, and were: “Nearer, my God, to Thee’,, “Thy will be
done’,, “God be with you till we meet again,”

H. . NORTHRUD.

MRS. SOPHRONIA C. WHEELER.

WHHEBLER.—Sophronia Chamberlain was born Qetober 24, 1819, .11 Ellig-
urg, N. Y., and died on the evening of June 18, 1894.

- She was a life resident of that town. She was converted in her earl ¥ girl-
hood and at the age of 15 joined the M. E. Church. TUnder all circomstances
she was loyal to God; her devotion to princivle, the steadfastness of purpoese
manifested while yet in her youth, indicated clearly the future woman. She
ok an active part in various departments of chureh worly, especially in the
ome missionary work. April 10, 1866, she was naited in marriage, by Rev.
Byron Alden, to Rev. Elisha Wheeler, pastor at Ellishurg. Six years of

He rests from hig labors and his works folléw hiin, so that being dead he
yet speaketh, and his infuence over us as his song and daughters, while
was great while he was in earth life, is yet greater now that he has entered
into spirit life, We feel that he has left us that which is better than gold or
silver—the example of a noble Christian man who unselfishly sought to know
the will of God concerning him, and what was his duty, and strove to obe

- and perform the work required of hin:: .




