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Op May 5, 1859, Brother Lyda was granted license to
preach, and in the fall of the same year was admitted on trial
into the Holston Conference. Two years after this the omi-
nous war cloud burst in terrific fury, but during the war, and
through the dark days of reconstruction, Brother Lyda con-
tinaed to preach with heroic courage. ’ i

In 1863 he was happily married to Misg Martha Mackev, of
McDowell County, N. C., but in litile more than one year this
union was severed by the death of his peloved wife. Several
or he was married to Miss Sarah Burgin, of the same:

years lat
county, who, through the years, has been a devoted helper

and who, though sad, «till lives in hope.

There were eight children, one by his fArgt wife, and seven
by the second marriage. Six are living, two of the daughters
having preceded him to “that city which hath foundations.”

Tor fifty-four years he was al jdeal Methodist preacher.
He loved to sing, preach, pray and work for the greai cause
that lay so near his heart. With great acceptability he served
the following charges: Fifteen in the Holston Conference,
one in the Indian Mission Conference, one in the Alabama
Conference, and six in the Western North Carolina.

While Brother Lyda’s early educational advantages were
limited, he was, in no sense, an uneducated man. He ac-
quired, through rigid discipline, the habit of study, and from
every source within his reach gathered to himself useful
jnformation. His books were well selected and exhaustively
studied, covering & wide range of subjects. He was & preacher
of more than ordinary ability, and his sermons were deliv-
ered in demonsiration of the Spirit, and with. power. .

To all the churches which he served he could have appro-
priately written, «Qur gospel came to you not in word only
but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.”
His ministry was plessed with graclous seasons of revival
power. He Wol many stars for his crown, and greatly en-
riched his ministry by personally leading men to Christ, in
the siek room, by the fireside and on the public highway. His
religious experience wWas clear and steadfast, hig character
pure and strong, his influence wholesome, and hig reputation,
through more than a hali century in the ministry, unblem-

ished.

It wag the privilege of the writer of these lines to be with
him often during his last illness, and from those hours of
loving fellowship he brings to you the assurance that to this
faithful servant of our Lord there came the abundant fulfill-
ment of that preclous promige, “In the evening time it shall be
light.” His end came guddenly and peacefully in the midst
of loving friends. is body sleeps in the heautiful little
cemsetery at Weaverville awaiting the regurrection call that
shall at last bring all of us who are faithful to the complete
and final inberitance of the salnts in light

WasrerN N. . ANNUAL CONFERENGE

JAMES W, WHREELER
BY 7. ¥. MARR
Rev.

Sonts n‘;b ;‘agnﬁeslg. Wheelgr was born at Chesterfield, 8. C
Soptember | ’I—I 5, and died at his home in Charlotté N G.’
Wheel,er ﬁe g was the son of Rev. J. H. and Ann \,Va. n
raee ﬁnder hwas com:erted and joined the M. E. Ch iy
fout y’ea.r 24 vl:rs father's ministry at Newbern, N. C illlrlil'l,
o preacﬁ E a]:ss e%ucated at Cokeshury College and -l,icenselg
by Bishon Diar , 1855, He' wag ordained deacon in 1857
3 otehon T lg%el, an elder in 1885 by Bishop Early. On
e Wadesbor& o y éle was married to Miss Lucy M Pluhkett
D ighony oRbs be’st .G, whq was to him a helpma{te in th,
Te o>t and b bsense, until the end of his earihiy pilgrim N
firat sousin to Aytﬁer and one son, W, M. Wheeler, e ;ge.
Reousts, © erldur T, Pierson, editor of The ’r\'ﬁssio o
e Wilmingtof i, a]lld author of “The Crisis ofAMissi(;l;sr’sc
admitted hanEton .111 855,_ the North Carclina Conferen(;
oo ed him om rial With splendid fidelity, coura 1
sty Sove Wl}e follewing .charges: Ta.r,River geiSHEdim'1
tom, FIHiD Street, 1861; Montcomons Togs: mios Timing
b . ;. M ery, 1863; Wi -65;
apposi?gllfle}ﬁgsg-ﬁgs’ Iredelf, 1869-70. = (He rec;‘}\}é?io% 311?)(15:;1‘65,1
appoiniment o allsbury during the year 1871 that he m'ml?t
B e, Sy b s, S
, ; x, 1877; N '

Hapoy Home, 18813 Charlotte, 1882.83: éﬁ%ﬁﬁ %232

Mountain Island, 1885; King's Mountain, 1886.

In 1886, after serving fait
the. Siaciier relatigonf‘uthfully for 31 years, he asked for

H s
e was a great admirer of Mr. Wesley and modeled his own

‘life largely after his i
y . His style of i
Hfe 1 ' preaching w v, isti
i ;ste%v:gggce{)d by the‘ result of his la,bori, hfn?ﬁ"ggsg eélgtlc_
et and ;ought m_to_ the church under his mini:ftll?g
and trust both ilf eﬂﬁao“éllil.lt‘rrg]llga?lltlid Sﬁtlléng positlons of hongf
on large circuits fer sev T cy rduous work
: eral years in i 0
. ; : sucees ‘
Eo Eli.a% :Ei'g;n on his constitution, never at aﬁ:;nﬁx;‘gv;edb oy
50 that altor sgé‘vuég two years on the Iredell eircuit a?t l‘tit;;
his health contiziédhf?o“;iaescl:sent oy Saisbury Staﬁ,an o
he: . ine and at advi f hi
physician asked to be relieved of the workt;led ar%‘s?;(ég gflrihnl;

th i p
e year, which proved heneficial, and at the next Conference ]

h ! i
e was sfationed at Statesville, where he remained four

. years, and was very successful, the membership doubling dur-

ing that time. A comfortable
i~ A 2 parsonage was. bui )

lﬁ-andsggg gﬁi ctllclec fnd of his fourth vear the roofltwghseo?lm:
handsome bl urch, He looked after his collections with
e amountand 1_t wag his custom fo take from hig own
DonEer ot Il}acewed and apply it to them rather than re-
to hig ﬁnance's-, neeve?%zaici;;p::}lo;sw ::onscientious i regrd
which meant sacrifice and self dé)n%g;n’;r}tiegﬁem:;:? %hggsgﬁj
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It was not Lis fortune to live in but two parsonages, and with
ihree exceptions, when his congregation pald his rent, he had
to pay his Louse rent out of the gmall amount he received
from his charge. He never had any choice in hig appoint-
ments, not knowing except in one or fwo instances until it was
read out, where he was going. He went wherever he was
q  cont without a murmur of complaint. In his last sickness,
 whieh was of about two vears’ duration, his patience, gentie-
ness and meek gubmission were peautiful 1o behold. During
a1l that time he was deprived of his gpeech, yet never showed
the least jmpatience, hut always wore & smile and enjoyed his
friends and church privileges as much ag he ever did. Counse-
cration was the key note C
faith was sublime, his trust perfeet, his service never fail-
ing, his zeal, his love, his earnest striving for the salvation
of souls, constant; his purity of heart and life beautiful, and
his daily life a sermon. Hig life was one of perfect submis-
sion, of exaltation, S0 sweet, so gentle, he need not open his
lips. As he waltked among men all who saw him recognized
the passing of a man of God. : :

He was stricken with paralysis February 10, 1911, and
never regained his aecustomed health.

November 27, 1811, he and Sister Wheeler celebrated thelr
golden wedding, and on December 16, he attended his last
chizrch service. )

Religlon with Bro
lectual belief merely,

ther Wheeler was not a matter of intel-
but a vital pert of his nature. A1l his
life interests centered in preaching the gospel and furthering
the influence of the Church for good. He helieved that in
Christianity and in it alome, are the principles of eternal Iife
and that hence. it deserves first and last consideration. As
a preacher he was foreeful, plain spoken and earnest, hewing
{o the line, never compromising the truth, omitting no doc-
trine mersly because to some it seemed a hard saying; and
vet delighting to proclaim the encouraging promises of reward
for the righteous and succo? for the weak.

It was in perfect trugt and falth in these samé messages
of hope that Brother Wheeler met the end, confident that
though his earthly career was ended, the best was vet to he,
that the rewards of his decades of service lay just ahead.

He had fought a zood fght, he had kept the faith, he
had finished his course. Well done, good and fajthful ser-

vant.

FRANK . WOOD, D. .
BY J. EB. SCROGES

od, D. D, was porn in Randoiph

Rev. Frank Harris Wo
, and died at Trinity, October 2,

County, Angust 191k, 1836
1913.

He was the son of Penuel and Callista Wood, who, in their
day were prominen
religious circles.

of Brother Wheeler’s character. His - '_ .

t both in Church and State, in social and
They were jndustrions, intelligent and

godly, noted for their physi \
il
andTIfor their religiousl.)igteéﬂ’t;ﬂ ental and moral strength,
1u N L] v ’
héme fe a{f'e:’ls isneean that Pr. Wood was born in a Chrisiian
Do, reared 11 71%1 atmosphere of piety and soon fook int
o o definite a};}: correct principles of creed and conduci?
agteultes andg thup on the farm and in the church studied
ooty andrreligignB;tl)zlg, d(godE and nature, and cﬁltivated
min‘%hand sturdy char,acter. weve oped & sound body, a strong
ile yet young he consecr i ¢
: ] I ecrated himself jol
tﬁg mll‘alleeéhodlgt Epigceopal = Church, Sout]tJG G;Jgdancéfomeg
the sanctl:afy E‘Iil;e;?gc?l?h .t%und%y school ami the servicrgsu g(;f
] ; a beautiful isti
which he fafibiully maintained to the dg}rﬁni?s ?aﬁmd’
ambitiouse;ngd -t{l;e high schools of his county, and b%?n : a;
s & no?;ra tetnt student, made good in hig studies; ga;.nél
while ho did not ¢ end college, he laid a broad and solid’ f ’
e o pra,cﬁ ong adv-ancement in knowledge, and atta?unti
2 oLy bra ical ‘workmg scholarship .that m’ade him i
‘ eful, efficient and successful a *the
Boane). 8 a preacher of the
He was happily mairi
Dot wa. ) rried October 23rd, 1858, to Mi i
an?la%oe;se%’oﬁ?l% ria;il;lhfully walked with him inoa}glisism’iil)zi?s-
and an half.a century, and who still survives
He was admitied on trial i ‘
rial into the Nort i
gg{cleeig I.'ies;pfort, Decemper 14, 1859, Hetléva(;agoégﬂtc[?r{fer-
e byc é?;lhg;i ogdamed deacon at Louishurg, Degemlﬁgg
\ s ndrew, and ordaine C
Dece [EW, 1 ordained elde
ember 6, 1863, by Bishop Pierce. He contgnitedG ﬁznﬁ?ﬁ?’

ant ministry without a break, tiil 1901, when at CGastonia

on account of broken health, h i
y ;o I I , he obtained th i
era e rel
greagggragon, thus it is seen that his career age;rtklg?i o
that was %Ysezﬁldgﬁ 'pk?rfi{)d of more than fifty year S_.‘a m;ﬁr;é?;
ished a :
gence, falthfuliess and S e Tmore than ordinary dill-
uring this long ministr "

Lo vy he served i
g];iiﬁesireégﬁg’ Cape Hatteras; 1861-2, Hast %§W§§}10E1é13g
Sevond Reg?m,en%glﬁé’ Chaplain Confederate Army—Twenty-
Toens Do - C. Troops; 18656, Montgomery Circuigr-
18678, Deep River Cireuit; 1869, Magnolia Circuit; 1870-1
Torn Stroct, ¥ imington; 1872-3-4, Wilsen Station: 18756,
Wayne Circuit; -877-5:9-80, Durham, Trinity Church; 1881,
Newbern Station; 1882-3, Front' Street, Wilmington; 18845,
Favelieville, Hey Street; 1836759, Randolph Circuit;
1, o oresville Cireults 18034, Presidin Eide:
i 8%%_lggst}trlglgesi_g?5-6-7-8, Pregiding Elder Win%ton DiBSI:
Wadeshore  Station. iding Elder Greensboro Distriet; 1901,
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ture Se!fdgﬁfsé?i gllmvg'ol?aﬁ :agngnghof.uature’s noblemen; -na-
; L. ysique, riki
ality, a commanding presence, and a stmard;;t];l;{égg berson-




