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MEMOIRS.

REV. JOSEPH F. REFFORD.

Death hag shot heavily i i

this : y into the ranks of the Louisvi

it ﬁ)rai?l?aﬁ;ai ) Thedevang'ehca,l Davenport, the -gféggfﬁgagfég eII;enc_e
o lant A %:ﬁan er have fallen. And with them has eone yt?}'?,
S B Bonenor % pta,s-t Tew years stood at the head of our groll—J ;
Talf of yeses ith et we camnot mourn for him as we do the oth ‘0_
by, Bo e %vlvl a record of sixty-six years in the Methodigt inis.
e - ;} ret;.l i;;ln qs%l%?.th]?o]gr score and eight years hadmﬁz{esr;
pure soul from his feeble Wea.r;; er?lfg Angel came and released his

o ; :
e was born in Shelbyville, Ky., February 26, 1827. Iis parents, -
i ]

Woodson and Elizabeth B

-%ggi%ed atflordial, kindly I?lgi;nﬁidﬁs%r
er, the eminent Dr. A. H. Redford, the histori

ﬂﬁzl;ogzinngrgzsl not%hle for his courtliness of mzicg"é?nasoi:wﬁler:u?;y
giher remark tes_};lg ts. Joseph'Redi'ord was educated: b r's gr
feacher li’cense(?f ] el-by‘ College in Shelbyville, In Septem{erp 11‘53?198
e rap Heensed OC %each and that same month wag received on “tyd f
o o Irg %’V erence, His first appointment was to Prine ila
oy mpire trannf orgs. The next was to the Wayné‘Circuite (I)n
the Pikeville Circsuft? :ii ].}i?{e county, but . d o

i a county, but at the close i
%g;ﬁ;g&i batgcsfﬁ) t}le Louisville ‘Conference car?geaopfpg]ilrllie%e?;r ity
perann-uationanh epherdsville charge. From this time until Lh(') G
perannuatio ,L e was one of the most earnest, indefatigable, d v Euci
orkers the Wa{;m?_vﬂle -Confgrgz_nce has ever known. The v’vri?;v? ef
B o B Soon oy T AR e sy o
- of general literature, but especially str0?1%_3;nwﬁ};ti?)gli:Hofibtfgiigljslslligs
. his-

d, were both Virginians a: i
th nd h -
characteristic of that State. eI-IIrils

+ fory and biography. "His love for Methodism amounted to a passion ]

He believed Methodism + h;
i [ sm to be the best form: of Christiani
%J%r‘;i ]'1\:31 l‘])ln%gfe untu-mgly to the upbuilding og‘ t}Ea I\risei?;ﬁfgf (?}?d };18
. oven, when ol age came upon, him and the response to the ssing
world arous% gg;nﬁnvge:;{ all.g% fe‘éa'b_le, any word relating to Megjhis(fils?]%
actIaslaééaSug]ge-cali d & n{s. flection upon her doctrine or polity would

n Brother Redford was appoi ' :

I : rd pointed I
.3;?51231 ;tnd 1{1];3.1(1 this position untllll 1874, ]a)%irilﬁgoft}f?see I;pa-ld e e
endowmerrr;f' u'lt;y odd thousand dollars for the purpose of 1xd yeatr_ o
gndow: thous]; 3 ée 1Ilzowsvﬂle Conferance, and in addition s?:rr'rilecqt ol
Grelve tho t’n& lollars to purchase grounds and building fc Wenior
& thege,ndm?rrg T;\Bowlmg Green.  When it iS'rémeimbegedosh .tarlen._
e endowr e.n with which the Louisville Conference has bee'a mols;t
e ¢ andg & etp&ft forty-ﬁve years, was raised by this devotndWOI: ]
wter, -and $2,0 Ogoeomcome from said endewment has amourelt iimn_
maore than $10,000. 0, we can form some estimate of the 'Ie e
jervice I Ed?:;:e t'm t}lllose six years. "In 1874, against the Wisﬁa %wb]ie
prd of T _d:a lon, he returned to the pastorate and served o oo

Brothlfe " s&egﬁrglder until his superannuation od as pas-
! ! rd was not a great ] :

g{?ezcgel‘lrl;seglz é]‘oréﬂhantdbf-ogher,gbut hsr’\s’iihzf{ ealjse;‘ir:aéonsgfelﬂ;:g ; l?zf
, . stor and led many soul Chri i i ents
z:glgei;ingver the whole territoryyof }:th t((})oglgx{zzceﬂ}%’ et
gver kc ;&fﬁogurht{eéfrltory 80 well, and few names .havg‘“i)e!gr?nbhtatve
Taowm a3 A_fsti rothew;ggf 118183111- C%nferenee than ‘the name of ?‘J c?é

. pedfor we find his appoi most’
. al y. in Southern Kentueky, and somewhere inpfhc::i?é}iﬁ; (?fmﬁ?vtlier?g-

the Rentucky ‘Conference and appointed to -

Green. In 1855 he had married Miss Hettie J. Briggs, daughier of
Col. James T. Briggs, of Warren county. She was a member of a
prominént family of wide conmection, and it was but natural that
they should love the beautiful country of which Bowling Green is the
county seat. In addition he had spent six years as agent of the Board
of Education, which was laboring to establish a Methodist college

" there. So that in the early sighties we find him purchasing a modest

home on State strect, Bowling Green. Later this was remodeled to
the commodious residence where he spent the last thirty years of his
life. He.and his wife not having been blessed with children, they
raared z miece and nephew. This niece, Mrs. John Turpin, became
mote than a danghter to them, and they became in the fullest and
trueat sense father and mother to her and her children. There have
been few more beautiful households in this world. It was an ingpir-
ing sight to behold the deep and tender affection in which Brother
Redford was held, not only by those loved ones, but by the Methodists
of Bowling Green and other friends, His beauty of spirit, his holy
lifs shed @ rare fraprance over the entire community. It is not too
much %o say that these years in PBowling Green were the most fruitful
of his entive ‘ministry. Kven those who did not know him personally
realized that one of God’s saints was dwelling in their midst. When
he died a prominent citizen summed up the. general feeling by remark-
ing, “Tf Heaven is too crowded when Brother Redford gets there
somebody will have to go out and let that good man in.” k
The writer of these lines knew him intimately for twenty-five
years. During the vacation when he was home from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity he travelled with Brother Redford, slept with him and preached
for him. Thus began a friendship which ripened throughout the
years. Though wide apart in years we were one in heart. We never
Yisited Bowling Green without going to see him, and of late years
we noted that he was richly ripening toward eternity. We saw him
for the last time a few weeks before his death. The physical man
wasg completely exhausted. He spent most of his days in deep sleep.
Even the brain, the seall of consciousness, was slowly breaking down
its lines of communication with the outer world, As I sat beside and
watched him sleep it seemed as if the teal man were gone: hothing
left but the physical shell. But no, as T roused him, his first words
were of Heaven, His faithi was strong and triamphant over his dis-
solying frame. It was a sublime exhibition of the triwmph of spiritual
life over the disintegration of matter. And we could but recall the
words of the Apostle: “For we know that if the earthly house of our
tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens,”
 On Wednesday, April 14, 1915, he slipped from the body into the
presence of the King Whom he had loved and served so long. The
funeral services were held at State St. Church, and were condueted
by the writer and Dr. Jo h FL. Young. A large audience testified to
the love and esteem in which the community held this man of God.
We then laid the earthly casket of this fmmortal soul to rest beside
the body of his wife in beautiful Tairview cemetery, “looking for the
blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Frank M. Thomas.

REV. GROSS ALEXANDER, A.B,DD,S. T.D.

All Methodism, the Louisville Conference in particular, is sorely
bereaved at the departure of our esteemed, beloved and distinguished
eo-laborer, friend, brother, and, with his stricken family, feels the leen
gense of a loss irreparable, save as God in his infinite wisdom and in
his own good time shall fill the vacancy made visible and real fo us
by his sndden removal. S

The Louisville Conference is honored in the fact that this noble,
big-hearted, brotherly, earnest Christian scholar, preacher, writer
and instructor, was born on our goil, began his ministry among us,
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and, with the exception of two i
‘ cept Years in the Tenness
;v]f.é; }?i Srri)egg?egogfrihls Conference to the close of his egzngfﬁ%;ﬁgﬁ’
and | poses in the beautiful Cave Hill Cemetery in Louis-
Never in the histor i
! : I v of the ‘Conference have we b
’;ﬁ Ifhrc])grglcli the lll_fe—work of a worthier, purer or mmif;e %if‘;?igleg('iuigggg
couhty, oﬁ'}g?;g%‘ingef r?fma Cﬁgo:{{ ;;:Icl)%r aﬁnong‘dﬂ-ﬁ? beautiful hills of Allen
n} m o ucky an orth Carolina s -in-
?:;-glrclﬁi?dﬁglggsﬁ zfé);lrStil;ﬁutmnﬁ and’ strgng mental mp;‘tcl:ftljlrr,l‘;n‘g;;:t llfp
o e refining influence of a Christi
gg%cua%tmnall culture, he, wisely, inteltipently and fron?iltegs i}é)rrlrxlfgcf: -
of du eji, ;e]ected and entered those open doors that lead to u'sefulng:;s}
and he. fnﬁn?sg 115;0 o};lhers. Without esasation hiz growth and develop-
ment, cont }i' o the end. There have been no periods of arre 'f'gd
ercasing fung of afonin o of mind and howrt, an ever
among the foremost scholars an?l thqve Sty o for im a place
1 : C inkers on thi i ;
F;lﬁgg ;s;;i hl}siiga%?:%ts km -almost ungelfish way for'l‘cshec%rtlaggg%l t&f %1-11(5e
Ie t%llgse o la lif ];imr.mw edge, money, time were at the command
iy genius for literature and achievement s i
. E - nt ag 3 \ itor
Ez;gsbee}rllerﬁ;ogg&sl;zczgégzdt}}e girea‘.t m‘?'IIl‘hOf the -Chu-;zfll -511: %&g iggﬁi{
Dents. ee in placing e Review” j i
gtoelrl-gtlsl r%rsva:iist religious periodicals and has enri-ahlgdﬂc}grh%%r?ifstgg
P T i h_many contributions to current periodicals and books:
among th n}{ his contributions to the “Schaff-Herzegg Encyclopedia®
ooks, “The Son of Man,” “History of Methodism,” cor]imen—

taries on “Ephesians” and “Colossians,” “The Life of Steve P. Hol

combe,” ‘
, and others. He was also one of the most competent and

efficient of the able committed select i
: T th C ; ed to revise the King di-
tlonZ;_)(f) r:i];eHBlblle as issued in the Ter-centenary EdftiIo{;n%‘nJ%!ﬁS o
grommmesk ill:la dbof Boston very properly says of him: “He was pro-
pressive 1 ?:h' est senge of the word, but likewise conservative in
wis hold, ttflt;nM %g's fundamental. Ag editor of “The Methodist Re-
o by one M. . Chu_rcl_l, Bouth, he had won international repuia-
Ho -selgcted hr_'ea th of his interests and the marked ability with which
melecked ];S contributors. He kept in touch with the great move-
Quartorly ;&Se{é’glsslt:;}gyegﬁlei%s'tlcal affairsy; and in consequence, his
A nstantly throbbing with life, eclectic in the - sense
?t ctilr?tg?x]ci, annéit lil;iimll;a?stgni‘ 111;1hthe variety and ability of et}?: S;{Eﬁgg:
cam}; from hiney the le Vifile peglslg in value were the editorials that
e was a most charming companion—brilliant i
: : nt —al-
i\g\;.l}lrf %wel-come guest in the many homes he vi;?tggfwellésf’éoﬂadag
faalt, eld r;a% the result of an impulse to correct what he genuinel
pelieved to e '\}::‘rrong' in others. His motives were always pure—hig
peart 1 ég] fW}tggGodﬁhe lived a life of prayer., Having known him
inti ardyh'm years, as his most confidential friend, 1 have come
know%‘edf ] 1mwas one of the purest and most trans.pareht men in m,
Droblemgi.h A e have often communed and prayed together over thjt;
prabletas 'z;,' confronted us. I have often heard him pray with child-
oy h_p 101.y as if he believed the Great Father was bending low b
it 1shye1y words and anxious to answer his prayer g o ke
for tI:1 Z‘GSOIS] szxster,‘he had a great compassionate love for people and
For the to‘;; :oglen;,%%ut (g}f:;ei:n ha\ie zItl'ﬂr})lwn him to seek an opportunity
alk : T souls, to the servants in the h {
g%l',chd:‘?;ei]ﬂ*ota}:;s C]ael{kciaasrsld Wal(fliel‘-s 31;tthe heotel, employ;s a?rfﬁebi%)ciﬁg
£ \ es and conditions of : d i
bis attention and , .men and women received
Donchina pom and godly admonition, and their lives were enriched by
The chronological events of hig life may be summed up as follows:

Gross Alexander was born in Alle
1 n county, Ky,
fell asleep in Jesus September 6, 1915. He 3;iid. 31;6th§1$§1]11181)5)12¥, ?ar;g
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himself down for a few minutes rest and did not awake. “He walked
with God, and was not, for God took him.” -

e was the son of Dr. Charles H, Alexander and his mother was
5 Miss Drain, and was one of five children, all of whom, with the ex-
ception of a sister, Mrs. Lola Alexander Moore, having preceded him
to the grave.

His sncestors came to Kentucky from North Carelina, being de-
scendants of the family of Alexanders who signed the “Mecklenberg”
DNeclaration of Independence, in 1775,

Tn his native county, I have heard, from his early associates, many
interesting stories of his childhood. He was the center of m large cir-
cle of jolly, fun-loving young people, who made up the social- ele-
ment of his community, and as resolute in the execution of mischiev-
ous pranks in his youth as he was enthusiastie in the performance of
the great problems of his life in mature years.

His father gave him the benefit of the best educational advantages
that were available. If the fown school failed to meet the desived
standard of efficiency, Gross was sent to a private boarding school in
an adjoining county. At thé age of fifteen his father moved to Louis-
ville to practice medieine and place his children in the city schools.
Here Gross entered the Boys’ High School, from which he graduated
with distinetion, taking the A. B. Degree in 1871, in the class with
Mr, Samuel R, Chambers, Lieutenant Governor McDermott and other
prominent men of the State. In 1873, he was elected to a professor-
ship in Warren College, which position he filled with credit until he
resigned to enter Drew ‘Seminary in 1875, from which he graduated
with the degree of B. D. in 1877. At the session of the Louisville
Conference held at Henderson, Ky., in ‘September, 1877, he was found
in = elass of nine young men, asking for admission into the ranks of |
the “Traveling Preachers.” The members of that class were Gross
Alexander, J. J. Tigert, John H. Walton, 8. A, Link, James M. Demp-
sey, James W. Bigham, William I Cashman, James T. Rushing and
Robert W. Browder, all departed but the last three.

His first appointment was at Portland, three years, 1877-80, where
he found Steve P. Holcombe and led him to Christ and into the min-
istry; then three years at Middletown and Anchorage, 1880-83. It
was during these six years in Louisville and vicinity that he won the

intimate friendship and assistance of that great Baptist divine, Dr,
John A. Broadus, with whom he had the privilege and pleasure to re-
view his New Testament Greek and extend his researches into many
profitable lines. Hig third appointment was Russellville, Ky., one
year, 1883-84,

Tt was about this time that he came within the horizon of Bishop
. N. McTyeire, that great leader and ovganizer of men, who readily
recognized the genuine merit of the vigorous and growing- young
preacher and student, and transferred him to the West End Church
in Nashville, to become the pastor of the Vanderbilt University and
of the Bishop’s family, where he served two years, 1884-86, until he
was eleched to the chair of New Testament Exegesis in the Vanderbilt,
which position he filled with distinguished ability from 1886 to 1802.

After sixteen years of efficient work in the class room with young
preachers, we find Ljm longing for a wider public service. He tendered
hig resignation to tie Vanderbilt Board of Trust, which was reluctantly
accepted. TIn the fall of 1902 he was assigned to the Louisville Dis-
triet in his home Conference, which he served efficiently four years.
At the General Confersnce held in Birmingham, in 1906, he was chosen
by a large vote as editor of the Review and Book Editor of the Meth--
odist Episcopal Church, South, to suceeed Dr, John J. Tigert, who had
just been elected o the episcopacy. Dr. Alexander held this position
}o the cloge of hig eventful life, He was secretary of hig Conference .
for gixteen years, and was elected a delegate to the General Confer-

ence for six congecutive terms. . ‘ o
The Board of Education of the Louisville Conference neven had a
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gide that of his last wife in the beautiful cemetery gvericoking the
cenly li it Bl litown., , ) ‘
que%?llyjﬁéetgl’iyagcfl El}ézz’gerzehger .1 have not been able to learn t;he
ar }fe was admitted on trial in the Conference, but 11111 t?e mar}kiqu
Xfe the Conference of 1873, his name appears on the roll 1;) glfe?:amé;
and in the list his nhumber ig sixty-nine, and from the nur e]cc'l L natacs
in the roll of membership below his he must have been adm
the Sjé};z]ﬁfér Davenport zerved charges, the record of which 1 }wag llilrl:
ihle to find, but from the records accessible I-find thai he l\fiew?sville
? llowing c’il'cuits: Buffalo, Munfordville, Bradfordsville, lann ville,
Coalh-oun, Livermore, Sacramento, Wallonia, Long Grove, Big upting,
Shepherdsville. ] ‘ von a super-
fer held at Elkton, in 1893 he was give
nunﬁi thfelgg;;flileyis the Conference held at Owensbore, in égﬁiéalx
becamg effective and served the following charges: Asbury,
tine, Long Grove, Elizabethtown eireuit, Custer. o he was ziven a
In 1966, at the Conference held at Central City, he w g

superannuate relation) which he held until he was called home to his
e ati 3 i i thtown, and remained
i perannuation he located in Elizabe s ! )

thefef fxfti}il:.fitgeshe death of his wife. After her death he lived with
his son in Louisville, and with his other children. hood he was

‘When Bro. Davenport was in full‘stremg_th of his man (;0 he wa

t J11. erect. broad shouldered, a splendid specimen of 1.)hys1cla‘le %n nhood,
a Al his charges wera circuits, ar%gi h}e was dagtz')ys%eclalp I?e.a::haéi ned

ircuit rider a plain, practical, soun ..
gz%ggglgsd%.erf gtx?lsg, a?ad g,olc:d spirit,ual food for the people who
heaﬁicﬂlhn;‘r Davenpoft was hot only zsa{;1 good, }E};pﬁ?\lre &)rﬁfghge‘é-spg
i isti n -
the Word, but a splendid Christian gentlema ¢ lived the gospe
i ¢ preached. He served his day and generatl . I
gglﬁzhd}ﬁet%lﬁg ﬁeward but has left Wl’t.ht_us :_a,tgoix_(;!;r en?rrln?‘,h:ﬂllilfrgs‘zg
rich legacy. Yes, he will continue to 1 ;
ﬁiéz']?rzshge-rllfchliegressgss irom his labors aéld h1}s{ wsoﬂistigll;:;\; 1:1’13111112;1‘e
gur fellow companions and worker ! el are
join(i)r?g t];)hyato?r?numerahie host on high, Our tranglated brother is pro-.
moted to higher and greater service.

“Our brother the haven hath gained,
Qutflying the tempest and wind;
His rest he hath sooner obtained,
And left his companfloclll_s t]oehmd;
i sed on a sea of distress, -
St}{uaiglstoiling to- malee the blest shore,
- Where all is assurance and peace,
And sorrow and sin no more.

e all the ship’s company meet,
Th\%}‘}?o sailed wit% the Savior beneath,
With shouting each other they greet,
And trivmph o'er sorrow and death:
The voyage of life’s at an end; ‘
" The mortal afflictiont is past;
The age that in heaven they sr,),end;
‘ Forever and ever shall last. 3. G. Shelley.
Glasgow, Kentucky. 8.6 .

REV. GRANVILLE W. LYON.

sachusetts, on the
; itile Now England town of Campello, Massac . 1
seviﬁt%h?i;,?tgf Octoberg, 1848, Granville dWa_rdt Lyonbzgzsogoa?é ‘CI;)I;I-S:
: inal and Damaris Lyon, were devout mem
gﬁgﬁéx&n%ﬁgm, and ‘acco-{-din,gly had their pastor, the Reverend
Wood, to baptize their son in 1nfanpy. .

more competent, willing and efficient member than Dr. Alexander. He
was largely instrumental in projecting -and founding Vanderbilt Train-
. Ing School and the Lindsay-Wilson Training School;, and has for a
number of years been chairman of the Board of. Managers of the latter,

He gave freely of his time and money for the development of both
of these institutions. He was especially interested in the school at
Columbia, where are gathered annually great numbers of boys and
girls from the mountain sections. He would find time or take it from-
his busy pursuits, to spend several days ab a time preaching and lect-
uring to them. They will not soon forget him or the last great ser-

" mon he preached from the text, “What shall it profit a man if he shali
gain the whole world and. lose hig own, soul?” .

Dx. Alexander has been twice married. Iig first wife was Miss
Helen Watts of Louisville. To them were born three children, one
of them died in infancy. His daughter, Miss Edith, and son, Clay,
of Louisville, survive him. Hig present wife was Miss Arabel Wilbur
of Chicago, who with their daughter, Miss Ruth, of Los Angeles, Cal.
ifornia, and their son, Rev. Gross Alexander, Jr., of Redlands, Califor-
nia, survive him. They also had & child who died in infancy.

For some years past, it has beer necessary, on account of the ill
health of their son {iross, that Mrs. Alexander should take him to
a different climate, while Dr. Alexandey remmined in charge of his
connectional work at Nashville. This _work@a great hardship on
him and his family, but they bore the sacrifice with becoming forti-
tude, when advised by consulting physicians that it was the only means
of permanent cure for the son. It was while on a visit to his wife
and children in Californis that he was suddenly called away. - He had
recently accepted a eall to the chair of Chureh History in the new
Southern Methodist University at Dallad, which position he was to
hold in connection with the Editorship of The Review, and at the time
of this visit was planning to take his family to Dallas, where his son

. would enter the School of Theology, and was happy in the prospeect of
a home where the climate would be suitable for all,  But before these

plans could be arranged God translated him to the eternal home beyond
the skies.

“SBervant of God well done!
Thy glorious warfare’s past;

The battle’s fought, the race ig won,
And thou art crowned at lagt.”

Robert W. Browder.

REV. WILLIAM THOMPSON DAVENPORT.

Rev. William Thompson Davenport, son of Benjamin Anderson and
Naney Ann Davenport, was born near Lebanon, Marion County, Ken-
tucky, April 17, 1840, When William was 13 years old his parents
moved to Larue County, Ky., near Hodgenville, and in that ecounty he
grew to manhood.

Bro. Davenport obeyed the voice of the Great Teacher, “Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” and when a youth of

“fourteen summers he was powerfully and happily converted to (od
and joined the Methodist Church.
- He was married to Miss Izabellg Brownfield, of Mitchell, Tndiana,
in 1868. Sister Davenport died in Louisville, Ky., August 10, 1898, and
wag buried in that eity. To this happy union werd born three sons,
Ruel K., Clarence M., and William A., all living, He was married the
secand time to Nervivia Hoskinson, whose maiden name was Hill, of
Breckinridge County, Kentucky, in 1898. This wife died December
25, 1911, and was buried at Elizabethtowwn, Kentucky.

He was licensed to preach in 1861, James I Owen, P. E., ordained
a deacon in 1864 by Bishop H. H. Kavanaugh, and an elder in 1879 by
Bishop Robert Paine. . :

- Brother Davenport, after living longer than the time allotted man,
was called from labor to rest, January 8, 1915, and his body rests be-




