
Reference Copy of the Mission Albums

This is a reference copy of the actual mission album in the possession of the General Commission on Archives and History of
The United Methodist Church.  This copy is provided as a service for the patron.  In this way you are able to see the contents of the
original album.  Copies of the original images can be acquired.  To request a copy please follow the instructions on the Photographic
Reproduction Request Form.  If you do not have one please request one from the Archives staff.  Selections must be made from this
reference copy album.  To request a copy you will need to note, at least, the name of the album, the page number and the
photograph’s reference number.

The images in these albums, for the most part, are the product of professional photographers.  They were hired to do
photographic essays on various institutions, projects or needs which the denomination felt important at the time.  In a few cases there
are images from actual missionaries.  These images were then later re-used in denominational newspapers, quarterlies and other
publications.  Some were also turned into lantern slide shows which could then be requested by the public for use in local churches. 
There were, for example, shows on missionary work in India and another on the denomination’s women’s colleges around the world. 
Although the images range in date from the 1880s until the 1930s most of the images were taken during the first three decades of the
twentieth century.  The albums were assembled during the 1930s.  The titles of the albums, as well as the captions, are those of the
original editors and are reflective of their time, place and language.


