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NEW YORK -- Four persons intimately related to United Methodist mission work at 

home and overseas died within recent weeks. One was a former Board of Missions staff 

executive, and three were veteran missionaries. They were: 

The Rev. Dr. A. H. Rapking, 82, for seve~al years a director of the Department of 

Town and Country Work in the Board's National Division, died June 8 in Lost Creek, W. Va. 

\/The Rev. Steadman Aldis, 88, a missionary to India for 37 years, aied June 22 in 

Fort Scott, Kansas. He retired in 1948. 

The Rev. Wesley M. Smith, 85, a missionary to China for 43 years, died June 28 in 

Marionville, Mo. He retired in 1953. 

The Rev. Dr. Marion Boyd Stokes, 85, a missionary to Korea and Cuba for 41 years, 

died July 4 in Misenheimer, N. C. He retired in 1948. 

Information about the four persons follows: 

Dr. Rapking, identified with rural church life in America for many years, served 

in the Board's Department of Town and Country for several years. His professional ca-

reer also included being head of the Department of Rural Leadership at West Virginia 

Wesleyan College at Buckhannon; rural extension sociologist for West Virginia University 

at Morgantown; professor in the rural life department at Hiwassee College, Madisonville, 

Tenn.; executive secretary of the West Virginia Methodist Conference Board of Education, 

and pastor of churches in Ohio and Illinois. He was instrumental in organizing the 

West Virginia Council of Churches, and for more than 25 years he wrote a weekly column, 

"Religion and Life in the Countryside," which was syndicated among 125 newspapers in 
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West Virginia. He was named among the "Rural Ministers of the Year" for 1960 by Emory 

University, Atlanta, Ga., and The Progressive Farmer magazine. 

Dr. Rapking was educated at Baldwin-Wallace College, Berea, Ohio; Garrett Theologi-

cal Seminary, Evanston, Ill.; West Virginia University and Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio. 

He received the honorary doctor of divinity degree from Salem College, Salem, W. Va. 

The funeral for Dr. Rapking was June 11 at the New Bethel Methodist Church in Lost Creek. 

I 

I· Mr. Aldis, a native of Canterbury, England, began missionary service in India in 

I 
! 1911. He served as district superintendent and pastor in and around Hingoli, Basim, Pun-

tamba and Nagpur, and was manager of the Basim Boys' School. Later he was pastor of the 

noted Robinson Memorial and Taylor Memorial Methodist Churches in Bombay. He also served 

as mission treasurer. Before going to India, he was pastor of Methodist churches in At-

lanta, Winfield and Arlington, Kansas. Mr. Aldis received the bachelor of arts degree 

from Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas, and the bachelor of divinity degree from 

Garrett Theological Seminary, Evanston, Ill. He is survived by Mrs. Aldis, of the home 

in Fort Scott. 

Mr. Smith began missionary service in China in 1910 and served there until July, 1951, 

when he and Mrs. Smith arrived in Hong Kong. They were among the last Methodist mis-

sionaries to leave Mainland China after the Communist takeover. His career included ser-

H vice in evangelism, ministerial training, Christian education and relief work. He taught 

for a year at the Anglo-Chinese College in Shanghai, and for six years was professor of 

Bible at Soochow University. Later he was chaplain and business manager of Stephenson 

Memorial Hospital in Changchow, and for 20 years was principal of the Tung Wu Primary 

School. He was pastor of Methodist churches in Soochow, Changchow, Changshu and Hong 

Kong. Born in Marshall, Mo., Mr. Smith received the bachelor of arts degree from Missouri 

Valley College, Marshall, and the bachelor of divinity degree from the Vanderbilt Univer-

,1 
sity Divinity School, Nashville, Tenn. For several years after retirement in 1953, }k. 

and Mrs. Smith were active in missionary education work in the Missouri West Conference, 

and attended several sunnner Workshops" for Chairmen of the Commissions on Missions at Ht. 

I Sequoyah, Fayetteville, Ark. He is survived by Mrs. Smith, of Methodist Manor in 
. , 
I Marionville. 
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Dr. Stokes, member of a distinguished Methodist family in North and South Carolina, 

served as an evangelistic and educational missionary to Korea from 1907 until 1940, and 

then to Cuba from 1941 to 1948. In Korea he was general secretary of the Korea Sunday 

School Association, founder and superintendent of the Seoul City Mission, director of 

a national revival program in 1928, and a pastor and district superintendent. In Cuba, 

he served as evangelist and pastor on the Isle of Pines. After retirement, he returned 

to the ministry he had left to become a missionary, circuit preacher in North and South 

Carolina. Son of a Methodist minister, Dr. Stokes was born in Columbia, S. C., and was 

educated at Wofford College, a Methodist school at Spartanburg, S. C. He held the hon-

orary doctor of divinity degree from Asbury College, Wilmore, Ky. He was a pastor in 

the Western North Carolina Methodist Conference, as well as in South Carolina, before 

going to Korea. A son of the Methodist parsonage, Dr. Stokes was the father of four 

Methodist ministers, all of whom survive. They are the Rev. Dr. Lem Stokes II, president 

of Pfeiffer College, Misenheimer, N. C.; the Rev. Dr. Mack Stokes, professor at Candler 

School of Theology at Emory University, Atlanta, Ga.; the Rev. Dr. James Stokes, editor 

of the North Carolina Methodist Advocate, Greensboro, N. C., and the Rev. Dr. Charles 

Stokes, Methodist missionary to Korea. Also surviving is his wife, Mrs. Stokes, of the 

home in Misenheimer. The funeral for Dr. Stoke·s was in the Pfeiffer College Chapel 

J\llY 6. 

*** *** 

(July 18, 1968) 
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Richard T. Bo.kor 
Boord of Foreign Missions 
Hothodist Episco:_:>a.l Church 
150 Fifth Avenue, How York City 

Tho Rev. Steadma.n Aldis, a. na.tive of Cunterbury, En:;lo.nd, now· o. 

na.turo.lized lu!!erica.n citizen a.nd missionary of the iiethedist Episcopo.l Church 

to India., will speak o.t 

l'i!ro Aldis is ,cro.veling in America. this yeo:r during a. short period of release 

from his regula.r duties o.t Na.gpur, Centra.l Provinces, Indic.. Na.r;pur is a. f:ew 

miles from Shega.on, the Indian home of Moha.ndns J{. Go.ndhi, Indian na.tional 

lea.der. 

i!ll"o Aldis ca.'lle to America first in 1899 a.t the nge of twenty. He 

went to i{o.nso.s O.."ld within a. feY1 yea.rs ha.d become a. : iethodist rr,inister, During 

the same period he wa.s a. l'ltt1dent o.t Southwestern College in '."Vinfield, l'.o.n. In 

1911 ho wa.s gra.dua.tod from tha.t institution a.nd sailed ir.nnedic.toly for Indib. 

with his wife. He ha.s a.l so a.ttended Garrett Bibl ica.l Institute in Evanston, 

Ill. 

In Indio., : :r. Aldis ts duties taJce him throughout the Centrnl 

Provinces a.s a. district superintendent, touch ins Y:ork in cllurches, schooJ.::;, 

hostels, Cl:d nission sta.tions. ~e is nn info~1ed observer o~ prosont-dc.y 

d . ti " T ". 1 • t" 1 • • 1 ' 1 • • con 1 ons in _na.:!.a., po_1 J.co._, eco~1orr.1c, socio. , m~c.: rc_:.s1ot1s. ::c is c.. 

nissiona.ry of tho Boo.rd of 7orcit;n .:issions of tho ::otr.o·list iZpiscopc.l 

Church, 

------



Steadman Aldis 

Steadman ildis wo.s bo•n in Canterbury, E~;l1md, September 9, 

1]879. Converted in 1890 ho then joined the Baptist Church, of 

which he remained a member until 13021 when he united with the 

Methodist Eoiscopr.:l.l Bhurch. llis early eduu;.tion Wiiw received in 

the Grammar Schoo "t o.f Batley, En~l:.m.d, fr.Jm w!u ch he was rr;1.du'lted 

in 1894.. In the S · ri nf· of 1890 he reme to Americ.: J., being then 

ne .. rly twenty :i1e .. rs (•f age. From 1905 to 1011 he fille<l. varion:::: 

appointmcmta ~n the Southwest Kmis:,s Conference, of which he lJec.;;.me 

r:.. member in 1J06. :UUrinEC thE: B-<rne period he ;,2s -.:.lso a student at 

;3onthwesf;crn Co1le,.::·n, ·.Jin.field, l:J.llSi.lS• It w .. s her t~1,t ho signed 

the DeclJra.t ion Card of tile St,udeJ:it Volimteei' Liovement, in :J-908. 

He :rnceived the def!"rec of · .• 3. fr1m '1ou'Ghwest0rn i,1 l:Jll, :.md in 

Deecmber of tho s8me ;:e .1r he sailed for Iadia. under appointment 

b~r t:O.c '..lo ,;i·d o:.? Foreif::'.l i:iiu::..i.ons. iiith him W-'-S ilis wife • ..Lormerly 

'J,. .. th.u.l!i, l:•J.nsus, whom lie mu.rried in 1906. 

He ;:1a."' assigncr.i ·.,o til8 Centr;:il .t'r!llvJ.:i0ea Con.f'ere11ce .illl w:::s 

places in ui1v.rge of t11e Busim u.nd JJ.ingoli Circuits. \~ith his r:lis-

si-:m:,,r;• re:liuence a1, jjasim. 'I'i1er•l ae renai:ned un·.,il ho left the 

field on i'u:rlottgh in 1~);~0. In tho rne,.JJ.time the B·:sim Dist;·ict 

wati ere i;ed ·.nd he "·"~ .f,.1 .i e i t::i s1«;er int: endent • in J '.'.UU.J.TY, 1 :)18. 

!le i::. ;iow 1;t ho rue Gn f1;:i:l .n,,·h wi t;h ltis family nd is taking 

work at Gr~rrott ,~iblicul Institnte, ~vu.nston, Illinois. His 

f11rlough il<M3 been extended until ,~11g11.st, 1.121. 

Fobrn..:.ry 10, 1..1;~1 
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