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Dr. Robert Percival Alexander, missionary 
of the former Methodist Epis<'opal Church in 
•etTire in Japan, died at his home on the 
Aoyama Gakuin campus, Tokyo, on January 
13. He retired from acti,•e service in 1933. 
He first went to· Japan in 1893 as a 
teacher of Bible and of English in the aend· 
emy department of Aoyama Gakuin, Tokyo, 
a Methodist college. All his missionary and 
educational career bas been in connection 
with that institution and city, except for 
several years spent in Hirosnki city with the 
Gospel Society and the Hirosaki Boys' School. 
He was recognized by the government and by 
other educators as one of the outstanding 
teachers of English in all Japan, and many 
of Tokyo's leading citizens have been mem· 
bers of bis Bible classes conducted usually 
in bis home on the campus. The alumni of 
Aoyama Gnkuin built and presented to Dr. 
and Mrs. Alexander a residence on the college 
campus, in token of their affection. Born 
in Stanhope, Canada, on November 24, 1862, 
he was educated nt Mt. Allison University, 
later taking his A.B. and M.A. degrees at 
Harvard University. Jn 1893, ju•t prior to 
his appointment as a missionury, he joined 
the New England Southern Conference of 
the l\lethodist Church and was a member of 
thnt body at the time of his death. In 1902 
he nuu·ricd Fanny Gray Wil<on, then a mis­
sionary of The Woman's Foreign M is~ionary 
Soricty. in Japan. She survives, as do also 
five children. 
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-ReY. R. P. Alexander, fonneily of 
the New England Southern Conference, 
!Jul more 1cccntly a missionary in Japan, 
has been transferred to the New Eng­
land Southern Conference, in accordanc• 
with the action of the General Conferen :e 
which pro\'idc<l that the mi>sionarics in 
the Korea Conference should be trans­
ferred to the Conferences in the United 
States irom which they had originally 
come. )Ir. Alexander is retired, and is 

liYing in Japan."")..,\..\., 0~ \. 7- ~ ~ 



·-· ............. •-> " tllhlll) 1..uu1pou1111 

I\.. emotion. a.; ?.lac Dougall explains it. 
Back of it are both awe and gratitm.lc. 
and back of awe is a blend of admira­
tion and fear. "Few merely human pow­
er ... arc capable of exciting re,·e1 ence, thi::. 
blend of wonder. fear, gratitmle, awl 
negative se1f-feelin?:." he ~ays. ''Tho:'~ 
hun1an being:; ,,·ho inspire re,·erence ... 
usually owe their rewren<l character to 
their being regarded as the ministen; an<l 
dispensers of di\'ine power." 

In order to establi>h the attitude of as­
.......... nr~ of Goel in church \\'or.:.hln ;1 ;,. 



'I'he Rev. "Ro11ert :-'ercive.l Alexander, elc~est son o:f Ge0r(Se and 
Isabella A) e:iu:int:ler, yr::i.s born ::i.t Stanhope, rrince EowR.rd IF.lP.nfl, 
Cr-1w:i.o<i, FoveJ1lber "4, lP.6". He left this life nt the ::c;e of 77 
ye<irs, <ifter q,n illnes::: of '1. ye,.,r, from St. J,uke' s Hospital, t>.t 
one o' c1ock, Janunry 6, 1940. 

:Followinc; prep,,.r,,tor;.r eruc<i,tion in Trince of ''!alef: College, Jh::.r­
lottetoi:rn, J'rince :":ni''R.ra Isl:.:i.nd, he ·~raduated as ::i. 2?.achelor of 
Arts from Ht. Allison College, SR,ckville, New Brur;swic1:. /Ster 
teRching in l'..t. Alli son :::olle6;e he entered iiarvarc1 University in 
1891 where he was e;ranted the A. :a. regree and a scholarshi,~ for 
the following year together with ;:i, First Grade Head-J'.fl.ster' s 
Certificate from the Boston T'ublic School Boar0. In 1893 he v.:qs 
"'r::i.nted the F. A. 0ee;ree from the Harvard Gr'aauat~ School. Also 
fn lfl.93 he w<i.s ord::tinea as an F.lder in the 1:ethoc11st :;;::p1scoral. 
Church ano becal'le <i Member of the J:Tevr England Southern Annual 

Conference. 

He married 1:..ary Chri12tine Vroom, June 0 7, 12'93 at :dear 
J~ova 3cotifl., anc1 sailed with her for Jap;:i.n, July 17, 13'.13. 
union there was born one son, Geori:!:e Ditmars J,le):ander. 

n· .. 11 ver, 
To this 

i."r. Alex;:i,n<1er beca.l'l1e H te::wher in Aoy11J11a G2J:uin from 18S3; :'.n lP.97 
he wns Rppointer'l to the Gospel Society in Hirosnki, :=tnr he was Rlso 
for one ye"r ::'P.stor of t!1e Yuroishi 8hurch. J rs. 1'::i,ry 8hri,tine 
Vroom Alex11.nr'ler rieo in Hirosaki in lf.99. 

While on furloue;h in the i:rni tec1 States in lSOl he yias married to 
Fanny Grey ~ri ls on, ::i,no together they returner. to Ja1 nn in thP :1}rini; 
of 190<:>; proceeding to 1Iirosaki he a3nin hail. char.:;e of the G· f:yel 
Society until 1906. JUrine; that yerir the f::i.miJ.y r;ovea to Tokyo 
ann Er. Alexander beCPJ11e connected wi tl: AoyrI'.ia GR.kuin ::inr. continutd 
his work here as ri.n eouc11.t or of youth in the CJ.asRroorn, c..nd for 
years in the Ginz::i, J ethoni st Church Gosr:el 3ociety !:ic;ht 3chool 
in f:peci:=tl chriPti::in Pervice- thirty-four unbroken y<<irr in ':okyo 

:=tnr'l ·\OYPJ11". G::i ku in. 

}<1 or niore th,..n t"•enty yeP.rs thf' Alex:.i.n<'!er h01::e Y'RS open ever~' '.',f d-
ne8a"'·Y evening to their olfl Ptuoents and friends. In the J ic("le 
:3chool of ~~oyru11a J;:;..J,u~n i;e ~·n.c net OJ'!ly '.'. te..,cl:.er cif yovn:.:; ho~'P 
but an ~1av1sor anc fr1enc· of the 1'1.rge Rtnff of ~rounc; te2.c11ers v:l;o 
1'.rere :rmch (lependent u 1 on his wic'e R,nd "'.ccur;:i,te kno1··1ec1::;e. 

Dt1ri:1f: 11i:=- fort.;"-f'ix ~re~r·p of :i1iF:Pio11<::r;r '"(lJ"}~ i!l Jn~-.n.n }1e v_·rts tv_·ice 
tren::n.irer o:f the> j'ptJ1or'il"t l"if'sion; he ,.,-:s ::ilro ncti ve on co!'!Td ttees 
wit~1 hol:'pit<i1 ···ori.'., the 8hrif'ti1n J,iter::itvre Socj.Ptv, the 1ill'erican 
'Biblf' Society, <i,nrl the Book ana Tra.ct Society. He ~1as an active 
member of t,11e '!'o}:yo '<;ng1ish Spr:nJ.inr; Sof!iety, thr> H'1.rv1rcl ·JJvh, 
a.nr1 the Aei::itic: 3of!iety. 11:e ''"1'' onE:' of tlip ~ounr'erR of th:: ?Tin00l:e. 
3nmmer 8ettJ.enent ,-,,t Gote1·1bn. At the ti1'1P of hi:' c1c~th he •·1:i.s 
T'reeirent of thP c:~.l1'1,r1i~n 1\sRoci 0 ti0n of ,Tqpnn. 
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rr. AlexRnc'er is rurviver1 by his , .. i:fe; lY t 1·:0 sons; George, livin;~ 
in ·'.:..,lg.,,r;', ·~llJPri.a, Scin"'""'·• <>nr by Robert Jr. Ji vin;; in 'l'ok;:o; 
l)y three r"ughterf': rrs. 1'.lqyr·1on(l ::1ush of GPl1(;E'f-', B. ::. ' C:"nP"c'::i., 
]'"rs. I.eon St'l:)ley of l'~<tPS"l.U, Fi::w York, rinr' J"rs. ::-'8.ul GerhArr1 of 
Tokyo; by t''·'O brothers: !lr. Willi::irJ Alexancter of i ontri:<al, '.;8.n".<''°"• 
and the Rev. Herbert /J.e:x<>,noer of Albion, 1'ichi13Pn; by two Pist.ers: 
Liss v. :;;, Alexanc'er of Vancouver, ::;.,,nnrP., nnr' J'ri". '.::l;:;.rq · ellett 
of ~'l:=i.t::iskiilfin, AlbertR., :'.:;:i,nr>.da. There <tre R.lso seven ;.::;randcl".ildren. 

Tl1is is the brief record of '1 lonG life of Christ.inn char"cter, 
Christi8.n service, encl loyF!.l ty to high Chri l"tiR.n iceals. We who 
knew Yl.il'l best tho1113ht of hil'l as a lover of home, f:t."Dily anc' chilc'l­
ren; R f::iithful ana efficient teacher, <"Jnr1 n lo:,r::i.1 frienr'. 
:Srother anrl ".lister Alexanrler h<=P.re been noter, for years, for binr­
ing to their he:o.rts in unbroker. lo;•::i.l ty rr!Rny J::ir:::inese in0ivic'luRls 
an<l fami 1 i es. 

Word of the passing of Bro. J1...lexander ree.ched us in Kobe while we 
were in the riidst of our first United Japan 1-ietho<list :Mission 
Council. Immediately the Council stor·:r:erl for prayer and to express 
our sympathy anrl love to Tu1rs. AlexR.ncl.er an~ her f'1!1 ily. 

Bishop Yoore especially requested zne to bear tc the Alexanoer family 
at this service the dear ::i.na undying friend ship of our United 
Jlethodist fellowship- a fellowship not bounded by human limitations 
but linked forever with the living Christ. 

And now from out the elory 
In living clou~s of light, 

The old, fi:uniliar faces come 
Be:unine on hie Fight: 

ThP eArly lost, the early loved, 
The friends of long R.go­

"::ol"lpnnions of hi::i pilcrim·1ce 
Anr conflicts here beJ.o,~. 

In life anrl rle<tt'h all travel tov,ard Goel' s throne, 
His h?.nrls reach out to drav1 us .;ently hor1e· 
He, R.t our journey's enr1, .sives pen.ceful r~st; 
His heart, the only homelA.nrl of thP bleFt. 
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Rev. and Mrs. R.P.Alexander -
Dr. Alexander is now one of the veterans of the Methodist Mission 

in: Japan. A Nova Scotian ( ?} by birth, he re;i:·escnts that infusion of 

British -olodd which, fron tir.i.e to time, h:i.s inv:iigorated our missio1ary 
' 

9erso11nel. 

Ee, too, served for several y· "rs in rn·:.1 J:?._)an before b·,i:1;s 

located in Tokyo for school work. "A1ex" te.,,ches in the Academy for 

boy,s, and has done so f~r i''ut;.rii;tfi: ot ye·-lrs. Many of ,his boys are now 

sucre ssful and p~w1:.;
0

'b~ck in the e"trly days ~he started a 
• 

. Sunday .avaning Bible cla.ss for these boys at his hom13,:.al;id~tha..t class 

is still going. One evening I 
t, ):. . . ' 

was present and met the B4siness·Manager 
) .. -

of the Imperial Hotel, perhaps the most famous and surel~ the most extr?..-
•J. . •. 

o:ridi nairy hostlery in the ;Far Ea.st. At. the same time, ~Al:et.t:~ has not lost 
I . • ,..,.' ~~' •\:·;, .~ :,. ·, 

his contact with .the present ·student generation, a.sa. .vi~ii;'.·:to one. of 
. _· . , . -.--·:·~.</~t:· .. ~ . 

his English cla.sse8 will c"onf~nee you. '-:To hear thoie'·;:~ttfa~·nts of ·rirst 
----··-·---. -. i :: .. ;;;:.~::.;, .. . ·· ..... ·~-·- -........ -..>------·-··------

' ... , • • j 

year English conver:sing with'~ animation on the qualities of a. Christian 
• 

hymn book held in the teacher's hand, is to be assured tl;la;t here i's a 
' . 

' 

padagogue who knows how to. open 
• I 

mind, and at the sabie time, how 

' . ~ 
a foreign language to a young seeking 

• ' ', 1 ' 

to impart Chri stia.n ideal·s· therewith. 

Such is Dr, Alexander's ability. 
\ 

Mrs. Alexander is an able helpmeet. For several years, in addition 
J 

to ca.ring for the home , and in particular si nee the older chiJd ren 

have grown up and gone off to college, Mrs. A, has intereit e.d herself 

in improving the home life and status of Japanese women. The school 

campus and the American missmo~ary homes there at Aoyama provide iµf}{ 

excellent f!l.cilities for this service. For years there had. been a i#?e 
~~, ~- .. oak:..Y,,~w..o.Nt~ 
1?rcJiRnes-ClubA.attended 1argely1'y Ja~anesg ladies. Then a few years 

ago 'this led to the establishment of a natio•1al Mothers'- ASsociation, 

of which Mrs. Ai!lexa.nder and another M·')th9dist missionary, Mrs. Draper, 

a.re sponso r8. This as~ociation publishes literature on all . 
conceivable 
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subjects related to home life: ·clothlng, teething, nursing, sanitation, 
' 

pocking, ·se:x:, Christian morals, a.long with specific evangelistic. ma.te_r-

ia.l. Silllle time ago the Mothers' Association on Mother's Day pfesented 

the Empress of Ja.pa.n with a. bnuque.t of beautiful white carnations and 
-

a. Bible bound in silver, silk. This token of esteem of the'First Mother 

of the Land' was- graciously ~cepted, and those who ought to know sa.y 

that both the former, and Her D.ajesty, the present Empress, have been 

.:lndehts ·of the Blble, though _they are not. professid Christians.· 

. The Na.ti>oaa.l MO.there'· Association of Ja.p~n is a. Christianizing 

factor o·r wide sggn.ificanee in Japan,· though here, a.a so ofte~ where 
\ q • • 

the "little eailldle throws its beam" 9ne,·never can fully gua.ge the 
, 

r.esults •. VlhenGod giveth harvests they.a.re often diB.fficult to measure 
~ ~ . . 

• • l•' t ... .. 
with our little' buckets and baskets •.. ·::· .. . ' ' . 

• .. • :: • • • .... ,, • t 

' .~J~ '. :··'\fi~i~:,.:'.-;t<~\~~·~: ;·· 
·~-~-~,,,_,,. .... _ ..... ...,, ...... .,..·-....----·---- ............ ----~--- -

·' -".:' . -. . . . . 
•". : 

I'' . - - - ··--'-'-........... 

. . '. \• ., · .. 

\ 

\ ,., 



................... ----------------------------~~~~ 
.. 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
-OF TUE-

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

A. n. LF.O:SARD, Ctff, Srr-. 
H. K. CARROLL, Find A~ Cor. Sec. 
\\", 1'". 01.l>llA~I, .tiN>t. $(('., 

nJ.:or.GF. ll ::)1\'111, A»t . .Sel', 

s. L. BALD\fJN, Ruordinu Sc.crctarv. 
BOMJo:R EATON. Trtasurcr. 
E. n.. SMITH, 1-Jdilor, .. (}iisl'tl in All J,rindl:i ,, 

CABLE ADDRESS: MISSIONS. 

' 

..... _ ...... 
' .. 
~---

I 50 FIFTH A VE:\ \lE, 

NE\V YORK, SEPTEl\lBER 10, 1901. 

DEAR BIWTIIEH: 

The Secretaries h;\\'e constant need of the information asked for in this circular. It was sent to 

all our foreign missionaries in 1896, and the replies are on file. Bnt new missionaries go to the fid<l, and 

additional information is needed from those who kindly made response five years ago. 

\Viii yoll fill ont the blanks for yonrself and family aml retnrn to this office promptly? 

Yonrs sincerely. 

THE MISSIONARY SECRETARIES. 

(Please an~wcr these (p1estions i\S NEARLY AS POSSIBLE with the data at hand.) 

J. Place and date of answer ( (f ~~) fl/ ffeoJr fJd.e. ~ ~ft~ 1 

2. Full name of missionary and date of birth 'II~. &~J.. ... Qk..~ ...... ...... . 
hrv. 211 t;;t. If k i. ········································· .................. ··········································· ....... . 

3. Nation:11ity 

4. Date of appointment to our work .. . . .. .. ............ . 
,., ~~ ' -

~ • f ---
5· Bishop appointing ...... M-'u---i- ::i/.A.:.2.d .. ... C. .. '..':~ .. U--::i!.c .......................... .. 

& ""' of "''""" from homo to '"'''' ',, ooc w"k .. ·i ~ • ~ -C::<>f.... . ( f 9 .?. ·· · ··· ·· ·· · -·· ···--··-···-······ 
7. """' '"'"' ooth< mi«ioo field //•-~ 'J / - / J' 9 :J 
8. Has service under this Society been continuous since your first appointment? If not, when, why, and how long was 

. . .. ! .£ .. q .. . S.. ............ .. 

it interrupted? 
Qj- ~~ ~~ 

-· 

{ 



.. 

11. Employment at the present time 

I 2. 

I J. 

14- Date of wife's birth 

15. Children's full ~~,es and date of birth r:spectively (and date of death, if any have died) i'2u ···· ~r s-~ Q4,c..~ - / 
1
' 

........................ 

RETURN HOME. 

16. Na'.~1es o~'rsons returning, dates, and reasons of return (if more than one retmn stile these particulars in each case) 

rff.tL ~~ fw 
94 

r:£- . . . . 
~ ,/ /. .. ~;;,,,~~ 
~.~A;:~~ 

18. N;1me and address of person who is your representative in the UniteJ States in family 111:1tters .... __ ... . ................ . 
'11 1 /' /' .,:/_ ~ jJ . /} 

{.1!;, 1VJ . .1J1. a£;,;e.evtvc£~ r..itJ8fU~1 (1!)4td~ CJ~~ 
19. Code name to indicate said nsentative in ca·b· le messages 

~1 tt1!kerrn&:e 

·-~ . 
• 



FINANCIAL. 

,, '''"Y.P"' ,,, '"""' ~wv~"'- .2.t-~ tti.. ... rur r1"" 
. ~~~tt.;.t~ ~ltrJ~c..\~ 

·, 

~ l U'O ' "" ... , 21. Received this year for children 

... . ... ..... . . . ........ . 

..... . ..... .... . ... .. .... . ....... . 

,,_ 
22. Special atd ;1sked, dates and amounts 

23. Aid granted, dates and amounts 

24. Outgoing expenses each time 

" 

25. Home-coming expenses each time ... 

• 
I 0 l 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

26. Home salary, for self and family 

~ tf)I en' . .. . . .... '?.:Y. ..... $1. ....... VD ...... . 

27. N:une and a,!Jress of person who is your representative in the Unite,! States in business matters . 

{itr. ;W, 1hl. ~~0 "/ ~~ ~~~ t~. ( ( 

28. Code name to indicate said representative in cable messages.. . ................... . ,,, :£a-~ll 
.. . .............. . 

r 
-·- --·----
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M1ss10NARY Soc1ETY 

OF THE 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

,\, n. l.11\0XAHD, Cor1·c$pOlldin!I Sec'y 
11. ){.CARROLL, /•'ir,-;t Asst. Cor. Sec. 

8. O. l~ENTo:-;, /(1'r()rcli11[1 Sec-retury 
llo:i.1t:n J.;ATON, 'J'rea:-:11~·fr 

CABLE ADDRESS: MISSIONS, NEW YORK 150 F!FTll AVENUE • 

NE\V YORK, JANUARY 10, 1906 

DEAR BIWTHER: 

The Secretaries have constant need of the information asked for in this circular. It was sent to 

all our foreign missionaries in 1896 and 1901, and the replies arc on file. But new missionaries go to the 

field, and additional information is needed from those who kindly made response five years ago. 

\Vil! you till out the blank for yourself and family and return to this office promptly? 

Yours sincerely, 

THE i\IISSJONARY SECRETARIES. 

(Please answer these questions AS CORRECTLY AS POSS! BLE with the data at hand) 

1. Place :md date of answer . avtta,~A, 
date of birth .. tf ~. 2. Full name of missionary and 

.... ~ '2. ,)-J ~ ! ?6 i-
. r·l3~~~ 

4. Date of appointment to our work ).--~~ 
3. Nationality 

le::> t:? 3 ( ?) 
.~f c/hev- (?) 

7 . __,_of 
6, Date of departure from home to engage in our wo1k .If-~ A -

I 7 ·' :1 ~ I CJ9 3 
:~r JJ- I jQ' 

8. Has service under this Society been continuous since your first appointment? If not, when, why, and how long was 

5. Bishop appointing ... 

7. Date of arrival on the mission field. 

it interrupted i' ~-K~~ 

9. Fields of labor and dates (month and year) ... 

p~/ !f93 
i,, I 

. .. 

·' 



i I. 

14. Date of wife's birth. 

15. Children's full names and date of birth respectively (and date of death, if any have died) 

~J $~ ('._ fJ"'fJ .2jd. 11~ If'?'/ 
......... ~~.~ .... ~ ........ 3~ ~ c~ £b(f; /9J'-j 

... &~ .... 4~~.~ 
m~ ... ~··-··-·-·-···2fd .......... .. ~ ....... ~~ .... £~f> .. ~r· .... / .. 'f..P.. 7 .. . . . ...... .. 

' f 
L/ 

. . ..... ··············-·· .. ·-·-······-···-·· -··-··········-·-· ---······························ ............... ·········· ...................................... ······ .................................. . 

RETURN HOME 

18. Names Jnd addresses of persons who are your rerrc•s.:ntatives in the United St.1tes in family or business matters 

(1) Family 9J-r UJ. t<J. ~~' ~ ~1 t?~e-r ~o• 
(2) B~ess !Jwrf • p e. W~ I~ ~,1a~~1a1 b, 

~~-~ 
~· 

19. Code names to indicate said representatives in cable messages ( 1) Family 
oY 

(2) Business ~-
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