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Dr. Robert Percival Alezander, missionary
of the former Methodist Episcopal Church in
sorviee in Japan, died at his home on the
Aoyama Gakuin campus, Tokyo, on January
13. He retired from active service in 1933.
He first went to. Japan in 1833 as a
teacher of Bible and of English in the acad-
emy department of Aoyama Gakuin, Tokyo,
a Methodist college. All his missionary and
educational career has been in connection
with that institution and city, except for
several years spent in Hirosaki city with the
Gospel Society and the Hirosaki Boys’ School.
He was recognized by the government and by
other educators as one of the outstanding
teachers of English in all Japan, and many
of Tokyo’s leading citizens have been mem-
bers of his Bible classes conducted usually
in his home on the campus. The alumni of
Aoyama Gakuin built and presented to Dr
and Mrs. Alexander a residence on the college
campus, in token of their affection. Bom
in Stanhope, Canada, on November 24, 1862,
he was cducated at Mt. Allison University,
later taking his AB. and MA. degrees at
Harvard University. In 1893, just prior to
his appointment as a missionary, he joined
the New England Southern Conference of
the Methodist Church and was a member of
that body at the time of his death. In 1902
he marvied Fanuy Gray Wilson, then a mis-
sionary of The Woman's Toreign Missionary
Society, in Japan. She survives, as do also
five children.
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—Rev. R. P. Alexander, formeily of
the New LEngland Southern Conference,
bul more 1ccently a missionary in Japan,
has been transferred to the New Eng-
land Southern Conference, in accordanc
with the action of the General Conferen:e
which provided that the missionarics in
the Korca Conference should be trans-
ferred to the Conferences in the United
States irom which they had originally
come. \r. Alexander is retired, and is

living in Japan.y W\, 4. '1-'7" LR
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U emotion. as MacDougall explains it.
Back of it are both awe and gratitude.
and back of awe is a blend of admira-
tion and fear. “Few wmerely human pow-
erw are capable of exciting reveience, this
blend of wonder, fear, gratitude, and
negative seli-feeling.” he says. “Those
human beings who inspire reverence . . .
psually owe their reverend character to
their being regarded as the ministers and
dispensers of divine power.”

In order to establish the attitude of as-
reeennee of God in church worshin it e
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RCBERT  TLRIIVAL  A37XANDER

™he Rev, Rohert Tercival Alexander, elcest son of George and
Isabella Alexander, was vorn at Stanhope, I'rince Edward I=l=nd,
nanads, Fovember 4, 1267, He 1eft this life at the age of 77
vears, after an jllness of = year, from 35t. inke's Hospital, at
one o'clock, January G, 1240.

Following preparatory education in Trince of Wales College, Jhar-
lottetown, Trince =dwmard Island, he sraduated as 2 nachelor of
Arts from 1it. Allison College, Sackville, New Brunswick. After
teaching in Lit. Allison College ne entered Harvard University in
1891 where he was granted the A. B. dezree and a scholarshi. for
the Tfollowing year together with a First Grade llead-I’aster's
Certificate from the Boston Tublic School Board., In 1823 he was

zranted the Y. A. degree from the Harvard Graguate School. Also
{n 1893 he was ordained as an wlder in the IT.ethodist Iplscora

Church and became 12 member of the Hew England Southern Annual
Conference.

He married Lary christine Vroom, June 77, 1883 at Bear River,
Wova 3cotin, ancd salled with her for Japan, July 17, 1833. To this
union there was bOrn one SO, George Ditmars Alexander.
1'r. Alexander became a teacher in Aoyama Gekuin from 18%3; in 1897
he was appointed to the Gospel Society in Hirosaki, ané he vas also
for one ve~r Tastor of the turoishi Church. 1rs. lary Chrirctine
Vyoom Alexander cied in Hirosaki in 1899,

while on furlough in the Uinited States in 1501 he was marrieé to
Tanny Grey Vilson, and togeiher they returned to Jajan in the 3iring
of 190°; proceeding to Tirosaki he azain had charge of the G- evel
Society until 1306. Turing that year the family roved to Tokyo

and '’r. Alexander becesume connected with Aoysma Gakuin snd continued
his work here as an educator of vouth in the Classroom, zné for
vears in the Ginza 1 ethodist Church Gospel Society light 3chool

in special christian cervice- thirty-four unbroken years in Tekyo
and Aoyama Gakuin.

Yor more thon twenty years the Alexander horme vas open every %ed-
nesday evening to their 016 students and friends. In the Jidcle
3chool of Aoyama Gakuin he =as nect only = te-cher of youn: hoye
but an advisor and friend of the large staff{ of young teacher% whio
were much dependent u.,on hic wicde and accurate kinomled;e.

During hir fortr-six vesrs of miseionnsry vork in Jsran he vas twine
trensurer of the i'ethodiet 1"iesion; he wns alro nctive on cormitteéq
with hospital wor¥, the Shristian Literature Society, the American )
Rihle Society, and the Book and Tract Society. He was an active
member of the Tokvo Tnglish Speaking Society, the Harvard JJub,

and the Asiatic 3ociety. He vwne one of the coundera of ithe inaocke
Tummer Settlerient at Gotemba., At the time of Lir Adc-~th he wns
Trecicdent of the Cnnnadian Associ=tion of Tapan,
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1'r. Alexander is survived by his vife; W two sons; George, living
in 2olgarv, Albheria, Janada, and by Robert Jr. living in Tokvo;

by three A-ughters: Jrs. Raymond Rush of Geuges, B. C., C-naca,
irs. ILeon Stanlev of Hassau, Kew York, and ITs. Tavl Gerhard of

, Tokyo; by two brothers: Dr. Willisp Alexander of iontreal, oanaca,
' and the Rev. Herbert Alex=ander cf Albion, I'ichigen; by two sisters:
I'iss V. @. Alexander of Vancouver, ZJanaca, =nc Irs, Clara ~ellett
of “ataskiwin, Alberta, Zanada. There are also seven crandchildren,

m™iis is the brief record of = long life of Christian char-cter,
~hristian service, =nd loyalty to high Christian iceals. Ve wno
knew him best thought of him as a lover of home, family anc¢ child-
ren; a faithful and efficient teacher, and a loval frienc.
Brother and 3Jister Alexander have been noted, for years, for binc-
ing to their hearts in unbroker. loralty many Japanese individuals
and families.

Word of the passing of Bro. Alexander reached us in hobe while we
were in the nidst of our first United Japan liethodist Liission
Council., JImmediately the Couricil storred for prayer and to express
our sympathy and love to lrs. Alexander and her family.

Bishop Foore especially requested me to bear tc the Alexander family
at this service the dear and undying friendship of our United
Vethodist fellowship- a fellowship not bounded by human limitations
but linked forever with the living Christ.

And now from out the glory
In living clouds of light,
The old, familiar faces come
Beaming on hic sight:
The early lost, the early loved,
The friends of long ago-
Jompanions of his pilgrim-ge
And conflicts here below,

In life and death all travel toward God's throne,
His hands reach ocut to draw us gently home;

He, at our journey's end, gives penceful rest;
His heart, the only homeland of the blest.
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Rev, and Mrs. R.P.Alexander

)

Dr. Alexander is now onse of the veterans of the Methodist Mission

/

in Javan. A Nova Scotian (?) by birth, he reprssents that infusion of

British blodd which, from time to time, ha2s invigorated our missisrary

Y
versonnel,

¥

he, too, served for several ¥ .rs in rir21l Jzoan hefore bzing

located in Tokyo for school work. "Alex" teaches in the Academy for

boys, and has done so far.£;§§§§%&tni“years. Many of \his boys are now
Wwﬂ-«-—- . ¢
sucee ssful and priomifient, Away back in the early days-he started a

.Sunday svéning Bible class for these boys at his home,- and that class

1s still going. One evening I was present and met the Buslness Manager
of the Imperial Hotel, perhaps the most famous and surely the most extra-
ordlnary hostlery in the Far.East. At the same time,. “Alexq has not los t

his contact with tha present student generation, asa V1sit to one, of

his English classes will Qonvrnce you.u~To hear those atﬁaqu§’9§~flrst

".),,— wir e

year English couversing with’ anlmatlon on the qualltles of a3 Christian

hymn book held in the teacherts hand, is to be assured that here is a
padagogue who knows how to, open a foreign language to a young seeklng
mind, and at the saﬁe time, how to 1mpart Chrigtian 1deals therewith,

Such is Dr, Alexander s ability.

\
Mrs. Alexander is an able helpmeet. TFor several years, in addition
to caring for the home , and in partieular since the older children
have grown up and gone off to college, Mra. A, has intered ed herself
in improving the home life and status of Japanese women., The school
campus and the American missbonary homes there at Aoyama provide guWei
excellent faecilities for this service, For years there had been a Hesme
Bl o1t ST tontes oy Fasatest 1aa:
ClubAgttendeé y Jananese ladies., Then a few years

ago "this led to the establishment of a National Mothers! ASsociation,

of which Mrs, Atexander and another M:thodist missionary, Mrs. Draper,

are sponsors. This association publishes literature on all conceivabl
e
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‘ results. WhenGod giveth harvests they are often ﬁﬂfficult to measure'

subjects related to home lifes- clothlng, teething, nursing, sanitation,

pooking, -3ex, Christian morals, along with gpecifie evangellstlc mater-
" ial. Some time ago the Mothers' Association on Mother's Day presented

" the Empress of Japan with a buuquet of beautiful white carnatkons and

a Bible bound in silver silk, This token of esteem of the ‘First Mother
of the Land' was. graciously accepted, and those who ought to know say

that both the former, and Her Majesty, the present Empress, have been

‘éhdents ‘of the Blble, though they are mot r ofesséd Christians.

. The Netbamal Mathers™ Assoclation of Japan is a Christianilzing

factor of wide sggnificance in Japan, though here, a8 80 often where -

" the "liftle camdle throws its beam" Qne(neﬁer can fully guage the ° : l

'with our little buckets and baskets. j{ "
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY DA

—OF THE— - /.'
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. /

A. B. LFONARD, Cor, See. 8. L, BALDWIN, Necording Sceretary.
H. R. CARROLL, First Aast. Cor. See. HoMER EatoN, Treasurcr.
W. F. Onmiay, Ansl. See. E. R SaitH, Editor, ** Gosped in AN Lands
GEORGE B SMvTiL, A=l Nee,
CaBLE ADDRESS: MISSIONS. 150 Fll"‘l‘ll A\’ENUF.,
o NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 10, 1901.

DEAR BROTHER :
The Secretaries have constant need of the information asked for in this circular. It was sentto

F all our forcign missionaries in 1896, and the replies are on file.  But new missionaries go to the ficld, and
‘ additional information is nceded from those who kindly made response five years ago.
Will yoa fill out the blanks for yourself and family and return to this officc promptly?

Yours sincerely,

THE MISSIONARY SECRETARIES.

(Please answer these questions AS NEARLY AS POSSIBLE with the data at hand.) f I /?0‘3

1. Place and date of answer ﬁ‘%m ﬁ/ [000/{ JM@ Qﬂfl/ @MM
2. Full name of missionary and date of birth %W % ’ﬂ/ ﬂkzng

| %ﬂf IHE P b2
3. Nationality W

4. Date of appointment to our work VP /0093 eoes amnemees st e

”

"Q ) ” 4 g —-L"_‘—

EFCRRTIRTIPTN

5. Bishop appointing .. ... «

[ ,,__p,i" F

6. Date of departure from home to engage in our work .. sz - / ? %
7. Date of arrival on the mission field M ._3/ — /J\ 9 3

(

8. Has service under this Sociely been continuous since your first appointment ? If not, when, why, and how long was

it interrupted?

4
9. Fields of labor and dates (month and year) % ’ ?3 -

Blovefatlec , ?7—— /é&m/ /?0/

10. Present residence f) / ﬂa/? a2l Cla, Mcﬁ (W@%’A




11. Employment at the present time @"' W (év M W)

n
12. Date of marriage /pr& A3 = /‘?() Z-
13. Wife's full name. .. (\%

14. Date of wife's birth

15. Children’s full names and date of birth respectwely (and date of death, if any have died) //ﬁ’
zgpﬂ/h— M (N lretrentes: /= /OC % ?/

| 2

RETURN HOME.

16, ques c;?rsons returning, dates, and reasons of return (if more than one retuin state these particulars in each case)

(Llremmtn b ot /531, Tl ittnny Cronce

17. Dates ¢ I lng to return to the field, and names of pcrsons returning ...

7,,
fzﬂ&%zdw

18. Name and addrecs of person who is your representative in the United States in family matters..

m@h ’Z’l Q&,gmv@fw Nﬂ%&ﬂé M% gﬂww

19. Code name to indicate said rg resentative in cable messages |
oL ehnls" 3

gy
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21.

24.

26.

28,

. Special md asked, dates and amounts OLM W'W‘ 0(/' ‘DLD]. Q‘M“&V”% @ m

i

FINANCIAL.

Salary, past and present

- hdone Reovracep

- . W
Received this year for children g \ VIS

Aid granted, dates and amounts @b{' 24 Oﬂ/yf ‘OLQL @M wv

Outgoing expenses each time

-~ iy -
Home-coming expenses each time .. ﬂ) {9 ﬂw}? - A= . 'o k

Home salary, for self and family ‘:.fl

Name and address of person who is your representative in the United States in business matters
WP '
(087‘ VYA e ceriin” ﬁM é?/w%u. Corscota,

Code name to indicate said n.prcsent ative in cable messages.

Sl shts
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N issioONARY SoOCIETY

OF THE

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

A. B LEONARD, Corresponding See'y 8. 0. BENTON, ftecording Secrclary
1. K. CARROLL, First Aast, Cor. Sece. Hoxper EaroN, Freasurcr
CABLE ADDRESS: MISSIONS, NEW YORK _ »
' 150 Frrrin AvENUR .

NEW YORK, JANUARY 10, 1906

o

DEAR BROTHER:

The Secretaries have constant need of the information asked for in this circular. It was sent to
all our foreign missionaries in 1896 and 1go1, and the replies are on file.  But new missionaries go to the
field, and additional information is needed from those who kindly made response five years ago.

Will you fill out the blank for yourself and family and return to this office promptly ?

Y ours sincerely,

THE MISSIONARY SECRETARIES.

(Please answer these questions AS CORRECTLY AS POSSIBLE with the data at hand)

1. Place and date of answer . %V@%A % e 2 g

a 1)

2. Full name of missionary and date of hnth

P 29 /fé 22—
3. Nationality . ¢ /3/%/574//,1,
Judl, JO23 (3
op Hhoter (7)
6. Date of departure from home to engage in our woik Q% 2%0/ /700 2 3

7. Date of arrival on the mission field. /j//ké;-/,/ /&= /ﬁ?z

8. Has service under this Societv been continuous since your first appointment? If not, when, why, and how long was

it interrupted ? a&‘ éﬁf? '%&VM—— W

4. Date of appointment to our work

5. Bishop appointing . ..

g. Fields of labor and dates (month and year).. KZMW/ W
tter, /93 e vy, %& ! 71D

10. Present residence ,2-. M?MQ ¢ MC.{ ' 479(/9}4%%
/
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. Date of marriage..

——
W

13. Wife's full name......

14. Date of wife's birth. (\M Va4 lé

15. Children’s full names and date of birth respectively (and date of death, if any have died) )
oz f

—émfumw( /fww) LplnE /£27

s "2l e
 Ptent y,é..wa/ P 244 /207

%MMQ M Z/é"‘” ST,

RETURN HOME

16, Names of persons returning, dates, and reasons of return (lf more than one return state these particulars in each case)

17. Dates of leaving to return to the field, and names of pera.ons returning

ﬁ[).jﬂjjw@uw, %7’—-— (%éu %MW a‘g
a{%@‘[w é‘f?-‘

18. Names and addresses of persons who are your representatives in

() Family %T' (. U . (2 eecvccaCon, %W m&ce/ 290
(2) Busmcss %ﬂ”/dé Pé /é(//tﬁﬂw %M Alozcec %@ﬁ}'}mﬂoa v

19. Code names to indicate said representativesin cable messages (1} Family %@MW

o .
(2} Business M"’W

the United States in family or business matters




Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are
available upon request.
For more information
please contact
research@gcah.org
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