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ALEXANDER, V. ELIZABETH 



AJ.J\~XANDER, V. ELIZABElll *JAPAN 

Brought up in a home where God revered and His day kept sacred. ·raught also if 
you earn 50¢ to spend a little less. Attended primary, then High School and Nonnal. 
Then taught school in Prince Edward Island, earning money for Univer. course, went 
to Mt.·Allison u. taking the B.A. course. Later received my M.A. majoring in English 
Lit. and Math. 

Taught one year in school for Indian children -- this school received support from 
government as weli as the mission. After a year's teaching in Manitoba, received their 
lat class teach•r's certificate. 

Spent two years with my brother in Hirosaki, Japan caring for his motherless boy 
and helping him in his work, and Miss Hewett in girls school, left short of workers by 
sudden return to .America of Miss Otto. 

Returned to America via ports, visiting Egypt, Italy, Gal'!llany, Holland & England, 
and along with sight-seeing absorbing history. 

Returned to Japan in lliay 1903 as w.s.M.B. worker spending about half of my life as 
a missionary in uirls school in i:iirosaki, anci. the other half in Sappon in country evan­
gelistic work~ Left Japan for retirement in summer of 1936, was in China and Korea for 
three months - countries I had longed to visit. My only regret was I could not have 
gone earlier, for I learned much from my visit. 

After leaving Hong Kong our boat called at usual ports. Left steamer at Suez & 
spent a month in Palestine. From there joined an excursion going up the Nile as f~r as 
Karnak. Our boat from Sl4ez was scheduled to atop at .Barcelona, but war broke out & we 
went directly by boat from Uenoa to England. 



...... --------~------------------------~~~~-

As I look back I thank God for the opportuntty of working with our Japanese women, and 
for the good health vouchsafed to me, so I could keep on "keeping on" with hospital ex-
penses so low l could finance them. 

Ten years this summer since I retired, busy and happy doing wnat I could, The 
limitations of age are not always pleasant, but His Grace is sufricient, and I can keep 
looking forward to seeing ttlfim face to facett, and meedting loved ones - so many of whom 
have gone on before. 

Mother's llllliden name was Isabella Percival 
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Fet.2, io55 
.MEHORTAL TO MISS VIRGINIA ELI~ABE'l"H ALFXAN!lFR 

Retired Japan ;~issionary 

Hias Virginia blizabeth Alexander ws born in .5tnnhope, Prince i-dward laland 9 

Canada on l~ay 7
1 

1870~ and dled Janimry B, 1955 at hdmonton, Alberta, Canada. 

She was a life-long member of the i'iethodist Lhurch, hRV:ing jo:\.ned as a cnild 
before the United Church of Ganada came into c-xistenceo 

i •iss Alexander attended primary, high school and n or111al school in i"'r:i.nce 
•"<lward Island

9 
taught school for a "11ile, t..'fius earnini:; money for h1:1r university 

course at i'it.Allison University whc•re shco took the !3.A. course, and later took 
a master's degree in tnglisl1 ti terature and Mathematics. After teachinc a 
year in a school for !ndian children :tn dani·~oba, she received her first class 

teacher 1 s ci:rtificate. 

;.iiss Alexander •ras first appointed to missionary HOrr: in Sapporo, Japan under 
the ' 01nan' s •·ore:ign Missionary :joci ety in UC"l;obcr vf 1902. For tw:> yt'ars she 
served in ClVnngelistic 1-:ork there a.rid then ·vent till Hirosaki on the main Island 
of Jarian , where ohe taught in the eirls 1 school which later bcca:ne Hirosaki Jo 

Gah-uin. 

Aftei• o furlour,h dur1nr v.tlich she returned to ''merjca via l·.g;y-p'~, ltaJ.y, 
Ger>any~ Holland l!.nd linr,land, Hiss /lle:x:ander was ap;xiinted ar,ain to eVengelist:c 
work in Hokkaido, with residence in the capital cit-/, ;·;apporo. Her :nagnificent 
Christian devotion, her excellent train:inr and her indefatigable energy made her 
a pioneei· in the establishment of Chrie-t.:l.an kindergartens, mothers' clubs, and 
churches throughout that Islande 

Leaving Japan for retirement in the summer of 19361 i·lias Ale;r.ander spent 
several months :in China and Korea. She then returned to her home in Canada 1.;here 
she lives :i.n semi-re"l:.~re:nentp but busy and liappy until she; was taken into the 
presence of her Haker. In humtreds of Christian homes in Japan, Miss ;{essie 
Alexander :is reme.'llbC::red as one who :.:ierved her Lord Christ and brou['.'ht. the 
radia,..,ce of His love to a.11 with "t>f. Ofll l'h~ ca:ne in Cl'nto.ct. 

/ 
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Dear )lissionnrles, or Friends of ~lisslonmies of the Woman's Foreign )lissi01ia1·)' Soeiet)· of the .\lc•1ho1iist·Ep1'ropal Church: 

1'he task of revising nnc1 b1inging up to date the "l{oll ('nil" of our )!issionari...,s has bC'cn nssignccl to tu<:'. 'fhis ner.::-:sl· 

u1tcs your pro1npt assi~tanC'e. 1·0 all n1issionarie-s Ji,·ing:, ,,·hose acldr<•::;ses \Yf" C'an secure lhis "'ill be Sfl'nt-othel''\"iSl' 1c 

triends. Please re1nen1ber that delay on )Olli' part ineans dl·lay her<', so gi,·c this little blanli prop<?'r consi<l<:>ra1ion. 'fhis is only 

,, sh(>h.•ton. Jf )OU \\'ill "'rite fnl1y C"oncerning yours<?'lf or your frien L ns to \\'h) you l\'ent, )'our preparation, thf" ,,·orli you ha,·e 

done, giving son1e intE't·esting incid<·nts of redeC'1ned llv0s, .' ou "'ill 1nal\e it possible for 111e to pn.:'St.·nt a li\'ing picturr>, not a 

< ·ttalogue. Ple:·n~c do not c-onfuse this '''ith the blank sent out fron1 h1-:tl!rp1.11 t(. .. I"S in :'\1·•\r Yor]\ and thin}, ~on IHt\'I' :tln·;.ul\ C"Olll· 

pliE'rl. Anticipnting ~our \'t'r~· hfnrty nncl 1n·o1111n respons<\ 1 am 

Yours in :!:e ser\'ic-e, 

l\liss Kate E. :\loss. 

3024 Park . .\ \'C'., Kan~as Cit~. )lo. 
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D.!.PAR'l!·! 11,!T OF '."ORK IN FOR.TI GN l·I.!.LDS 

3taff Minutes 

January J.8, 1955 

' ... 
Present: ltl.sses ,.Colony, Berry, Billingsley, Derby, 1''rench, Lav.rrence, Twinem, 

Hrs. Dai'.l'rf Dr. Perrill 

Miss Derby led in prayer. 

For the record: 

In rnemoriam: V. Elizabeth Alexand~:r;, Japan, (retired) Janua1•y B, 1955 25 • 

.Arrivals: Helen Thimert, Southern Rhodesia, January 17, 1955 26. 
Grace ~\food, Korea, JannaX"J 8, 1955 

Departures: 

For action: 

Constance Blackstock, Faldstan, January 8, 1955 
(from Ehgla;id) 

Martha Coy, In di a, Ja•mary 20, 1955 

RECOM11EN DID that the follm·r.ing med:i. c..il bills be app1·ored: 

Thelma haw, Korea 
!lyrtle Pider, Japa'1 
Ruth Wolfe, Pakistan 

..,175 .96 
137.85 
291.22 

27. 

28. 

R:.iCO.ii'iE.JDED that Doroth:' Ed1·~ards Cris0l;,:o be placed on furlough salary 29. 
for tte period of ti"le she will be iti:ierating for the Student 
Volunteer Movement; her salary to be n.ai d from Phi.lippines salaries. 

RECO:'il·iEl'lDED that .Anit.a Har:c:i.s be loaned '>ii th salary to the Student 30. 
Volunteer Movement pending her acceptance of their request to i tinerate. 

J.liss Josefina Cabnnilla has been •·ri ti: the Viobi.le Clinic in the 
Philippines since it bcigan. She is no'.~ in the United States, and it is 
RECO!·u,::ND::.D that liiss ,Josefina Cabanilla be granted up to 1?1,000 31. 
from Educational Grants, Foreign Studt·11t; 7 to study at Scarritt College 
and have a period of observation at Pittman Cent"Jr, Sevierville, Tenn. 

R;;COMJ.i:'.HDLD that apnroval be giv m fur ;1.s.ry Pe:>rson to ser·re as 32. 
director of Centro Crist.5.ano, Chihuahua, liexico, uhi le Irene Nixon 
is on furlough. 

A new building for worker.3 is being built at Ghazia'bad, D·2lhi Conference, 
India, for which ...;,? ,5CO has been allocat<::d. By exc!"!an~e this yields 
Rs. 35,000. '!'he amount needed to cor.n:,lete the l:uild:i.m; is Rs. 42,000. 
From 1·:ork budget balances, Rs. 5,000 can be snarecl. It is 
RECO'ii:Sl'JDED that Rs. 5,000 in the Ghaziabad .:!.vanP,:elistic T·!ork Budget 33. 
be transferred to the building fund, Ghaziabad. 

J:iss Lucile Colony, Chairman 
Viiss Bovi::rley Berry, Secretary 



Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are

available upon request. 
For more information

please contact
research@gcah.org 
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