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-7 The Rev. Ray Allen, D.D.

The Rev. Ray Allen, member of Genesee
Conference, died, March 4, at KNenmore,
N. Y. in his seventy-eighth ycar, He was
born at Pavilion, N. Y.; cducated at Academic
Institute, LeRoy, N. Y., and received the
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Syracuse University. Defore entenng the
ministry in Genesee Conference in 1886 he
was a traveling mailroad passenger agent for
five years. Tor two Yyears he served as a
missionary in India. Returning to the United
States, he went into the pastorate with
appointments as {ollows: Alden; Ripley Me-
morial, Bufialo; Hedding, Rochesier; Spring-
ville; Somerset; manager Silver Lake Assem-
bly; associate editor Northern Christian
Adrocate; 1eRoy; North Avenue, Rochester;
assoviale Grace Chureh, Rochester; seeretary
Rochester Forward Movement; superintend-
ent Central and Rochester Districts: exccu-
tive secrctary Genesre Wesleyan; Sentinel
Church, Buffalo; Fast Avenue and Alnond,
Horneil; Last Avenue, Hornelh. He retired in
1928,

He had been the treasurer of Genesce Con-
jorence since 1926, and was its secretary from
1808-1911. Six times he was a delegate to
ihe General Conference (1908, '16. "20, 24, 28,
39). He was n trustee of Genesee Wesleyan
and of Silver Lake Institute. As a member
of the General Conference Commission of
Interdenotninational  Relations in 1928, he
initinted an invitation to the Presbyterians
to unite with the Methodist Episcopal Church,
He had been a great traveler, having crossed
the Atlantic forty-seven times; made twenty
visits to Palestine. and covered every state in
the Union and every provinee in Canada. He
ostimaied that he had traveled 1,200,000 miles.

Dr. Allen was an individualist in his think-
ing, and was often in debate on the floor of
the General Conference. He was an astute
parliamentarian. and his gaunt fizure, shrill
and insistent voiee, logether with his ample
intelootual equipment, gave him prommence
in any deliberative assembly. An ardent
demorrat, he believed in a limited epizco-
pacy and wrote and spoke frequently in sup-
port of hiz plan  He was the author of the
hstary of Fast Genesee Conference and was
the translior of the Gospel of Mk under
the title, “That Wonderful Man, by John
Mark.”

In 1385, Dr Allen maried Beesie J DBend,
of Pavilion, N. Y., who died three vears Inter.
In 1805 he mmried Sarah K. Marfin. of
Alden. XL Y., wha died i 181 Their three
wms—Farl, Carl. and Ralph Alen—urvive,
ae doe- Dr. Allen's thind wiie, who was Miss
Aibel I Crable, of Brooklyn. to whom he
was married in 1819,
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History certainly suggests that this would
be the case. Martin Luther’s sternest ad-
versarics were the representatives of the
church. John Wesley's most scornful critics
wore zealous churchmen.

The Pharisces were greafly shocked be-
cause the disciples did not always wash thew
hands jn elaborate and cercinonial fashion
before they ate bread. It ig not a protest
against uncleanliness, but against a lack oi
fastidious ceremonialism. ¢

Possibly the apostles did npt demand water
because they knew that tojgel the required
water for fwelve men would necessitate some
tired woman putting a stong jar on her head
and going to a noighboring" spring for a fresh
supply. Bul in the cyes of the Pharisces
such human consideratenéss did not at all
excuse ihe neglect of the fercmony.

A
Tjthers of Mint thd Anise

We Jook) down half jeontemptuously on
these sticklers for ceremjonial washings, but
are the besk of us fre¢* from the tendency
to strain at g gnat and gwallow a eamel?

Students may rezard derisively the man
who appears it a formgl function improperly
clad and hasinot learned the conventions of
polite societyj but thgv do mnot regard with
any reprobahipn the, student who, in the
face of the present world crisis, goes through
college withowy delvipe deep mfo the great
social and ccopomie;problems that confront
us, and grm'{ua(fos wﬁhout a diseaiphimed mind.
although this Iailm;é is nothing less than a
crime against i]m sbeiety that has given him
his speeial privileges. '

PProfessors of%Etﬁ"glis-h have heen known to
lurn against rqa;{!y, clear-headed preachers
beeause of occs‘gibnal apses in grammar, yet
they would nofihave been nearly so mueh
disturbed if the ministers had failed to hold
up Christ and Him crucified before a dying
world. 3
And one ogifsionally finds o prominent
busmessman yery zealous for his church, and
yet his cmploycps and competitors have good
reason to moack his Chri~tian pretensions
This very man perchanee vises up against his
pasior becayse i‘:c does not use the old shib-
holeths and is therefore not “spivitual.”

ven the mpst consistent  Chiristians o
always fm;‘ppivd! 1o put disproportionate time
on tasks I,hnt o not greatly count, and neg
loet 1he weightier matters of the Jaw. Let n
not 1ake it out ton soverely on the ancien
Jows, hut consjder amselves lesf we aleo b
tempted. It is frightfully casy To get a verr
pious excuse for not performing our plai
duiy, '

These comments are based on the Infernation:
Uniform Sunday Hehoo! Lessun Oullinf 5. cnpyrlnhh
by the ]nlornntiuqn] _Cnunnl of Religivus Educatic

and used by permijssion.
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