ARMSTRONG, DORA JANE (MRS.
JOHN HENRY CLARK)




Mrs. C. D. Richardson, Jr.
40" Canterbury Road
Richmond, Virginia 23221

Dear Mrs. Richardson:

There are no pictures nor a life sketch of DORA JANE ARMSTRONG in our filss
but I hope the following will be useful to the Dora Armstrong Circle of the
Reveille Methodisi Church.

Born August 17, 1898, Collierstowm, Virginis
Died June 2L, 1963, Collierstowmn, Virginia

Attended Ferrpm Training School - graduated 19183 Randolph-Macon half a
session but left there for Johns Hopkins Hospital School of Nursing from
which she graduated in the spring of 1923,

Following graduwation from Johns Hopkins she spent a year at Ferrum Training
School and another at a hospital in Lynchburg, Virginia. At some time
before her appointment as a missionary she was a charge nurse on an obstetri-
cal ward at Johns Hopkins.

Miss Armstrong was well thought of as can be geen from the following comment
of Miss ILillian E. Mahood, who had known her as a teacher, friend and counselor:

M.vesoI have the highest regard for both her christisn life and work. Hex
unselfishness, consclentious regard for duty, untiring energy, sympathy
and cheerful disposition especially qualify her for missionary work. She
likes responsibiiity., I believe that she will failthfully perform any work
that she may wndertake.™

In March of 1925 Miss Armstrong was commissioned in Tulsa, Oklahoma and sailed
for the Congo in Jme.

Her first term was spent at the Mary Long Hospital at Wembo Nyama (1925-28).
Though Miss Armstrong returned to the States in a weakened condition from
malarla as soon as she was given the go ahead she began full time study at

Jahns Hopkins Hospital and it was during this 18 month period that she developed,
with the aid of Drs. MeCollum and Whittle, a formula for peanut milk,

Miss Armstrong returned to Congo from 1931-35 and again 36-38, to serve at
the Long Hospital. From 1938-~39 Miss Armstrong served in the Lodja
Distries doing Public Health work. After 16 years of service Miss Armstrong

resigned on October 1, 1941.
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Following her resignation Miss Arnmstrong was employed as secrstary for the
southeasteyn arsa of The Americaen Mission to Lepers, Inc., and stationed in

Atlanta, Ceorgla.

Her interest in Methodist missions had not waned for she wrote in early 1942
that she was preparing z cook book based on native foods of the Congo.

From thls point on our records are sketchy. There is evidence that betwesn
1947 and 1957 Miss Awmstrong retwmed to Baltimore and Iynchburg and was
merried to a Mr. John Henry Clark,

In March 1960 there is a note that Mrs. Clark was very 11l with cancer.

In September she completed e book which she called “Congo Trails"™, In this
small volume of 100 pages Mrs. Clark tells her story of "the pioneer days'.
Latar that same month she was hospitalized at Johns Hopkins for her third
cancer operation.

In 1963 lrs. Clark wrote asiing help in aiding a friend prepare a willfleaving
gifte to the American Ieprosy Mission and the Mbthedist Church - her two loves.

In September 1963 a leitter was received from Mrs. Sheffey, a friend of Mrs.
Arvmstrong's, enclosin g an obltvary.

In part the lebtey said:

HShe was one of the most active, effective, radlant, Curlstians whom I have
ever kmomm. The U.S. is full of her friends, and I am sure thal they would
want to know that heaven is a happiler place because she is there -~ and that
her suffering iz over.

“Doxa had her first cperation for cancer about 7 years sgoj almost five years
later the second operation and since then two other operations. During all
this time she gave her all to the lltitle Methodist Chwrch in Colllerstovn.

It wes her generosity, energy, and enthusiasm that kept the church going.

She organized dinners, festivals, 'The Loxrd's Acre'; sold cards; vanills,
candy, homewade aprons and cach fall she and the other nembaxs made huge
iron pots of the most delicious apple btmbtter I have ever eaten. All these
things wers aocld to raise money 4o keep the church open, pay the minister
end give to the meeds of lMethodism -- all this waa necessary because this
beautiful little church had only shout 25 active members. Unless they could
pay their share of expenses and upkeep, they were told that their church would
ke cloged. Durdng the last ferr months Dora was unahble o drag hersslf from
bed to atlend chuich as proviously bubt by belephcne, well, friends and Ffamily
God's work moved formrard undexr her direction.
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"For her funeral the whold comntryside mmust have stopped work to pay her
tribute. The church was orowded, all standing room was teken, and as many
people stood outside in the sweltexing heat., The Rev. Snead conducted a
most impressive gervice ...1 remember the closing

Dora Jane was Christelikes she hesled the slck and the affliected, vigited

the shut-ins, ministered to the poor and needy, opened her srms end hex
home to all children, she was always about her Father's business, and even
in death she gave sight te the blind', (Dora willed her eyes to an eys bank).

Peanut milk wagprepared by extracting the oil .from the pesmut, drying out the
residue which formed flakes. Vhen thess flakes were dissolved in water they

nade gliquid of milky conalstency, pleasantly mutty flavor and - hest of all -
having ths nutritive value of whole cowl!s milk. Miss Armstrong invented the
processs by vhich the flakes were formed.

Pleage excuse the typing bubt I do want to get this off as soon as posaible.

Sincerely,
Em}/), C. Martines

Bally C. Martines
sacretary - Africa I office

Jen




no" Canterbury Hoad
Richmond, Virginia 23221
foril 22, 1968

National Division Methodist Board of Missions

175 Riverside Drive
New York, New York 10027

Gentlemen:

T am trying to find information on Dora Armstrong. I believe that
she died some years ago. Therefore our locsl office has no information
on her. One of the circles in the Woman's Society of Reveille Methodist
Church is named for her, and they are interested in background material.

I believe she served in the Congo. de need this informetion to use
in a nrogram on April 30. I am aware that this is very short notice,

but we would appreciate any help you could give us.

Yours very truly,

. . \.-(',’/' ,Z<'-
7P U TR

Mrs. C. D. Richardson, Jr.
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Another former missionary, Dora Jane
Armstrong-Clark, RN, died recently at
her home near Lexington, Va. She served
as a missionary nurse in the Central Congo
Methodist Mission for almost 20 years,

After resigning from her Congo work
she accepted a positton with the American
Leprosy Mission as secretary of the south-
¢rn area where she was located in Dallas
for several years. She returned to  her
home in Virginia where she contimued her
work as a nurse in the Lexington hospital.
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Thank you for your good letiter of Septanbor 20th selling ol the lifle ond Lo

contribukion you,oq o frdead of DoXd Anastrowy, Clael, have buowm,end have folb.
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she monifested thyoushout hey lile's woiri.

T o gure what you say i gulie trme.

Tl you fox scndiay the nowgpoper eilpplng e wlooed dn plasbtic. WO ore
cueloging this acy.

Uith every good wish and cpmeeddotion for vhe Rribubz yow bave [ilven of Pora
Arnstronn Clavkis Lidw.
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You have asked me now and then about the state of health of Dora Jane
Armstrong Clark. Well, she is still alive, but her days are probably
not long. I am told that she has committed herself to the Bethesda
Cancer Research hospital, Rethesda, Maryland, and her papers are all

in and her name on the list, to be received when the next opening comes
up. The nature of that hospitalization, I understand, is that she gives
herself for any experimentation they may wish to make in the battle to
find the cure. This is the sort of thing that a nurse would do, and
very much the sort of thing that Dora Jane would do.

Unfortunately, for some time following Aoril 1, she went into a mental
lapse also. She seems to be much better now--~her last letter to me,
this week, seems to be back to normal. But she knew what haopened to

her, and it apvears from wnat they tell her that she did some very strange
things, things very shocking until they learned her state and knew to
sympathize, not condemn.

She still has some of the book "Congo Trails" on han”, since her health
and mental state have kept her from vursuing the matter of their sale,
If you feel that you could use sorme more of them, she wonld be glad to
sell them to you for %1,50, which is oractically printing cost, instead
of the %$2.50 you were generous to pay for the 80 copiss you bought.
Please let me know if vou feel that you conld use some more, and I will
see that they are sent to you, When she goes off to Bethesda, what
copies are not disposed of will be left on her hushand's hands, and
naturally we want to make the n'mber left with him as small as possi-
ble, since it is supposed that she will never return home again.

I have noticed in line of duty that the Library Service of the Woman's
Division has on hand to be mailed out to their 1ist some books on the
subject of the Congo. Are you familiar with this? Do you think they
might be interested in adding this "book—on-the-beginnin%s" to their
Africa list? If so, they could have them for the same 31.50.

Sincerely yo.rs,




DORA Jauls saRkSTROLG
(a nurse)

Tl;e

Hewt York Sun - Oct. 1n, 1941
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“Feeding Peanuts to Babies

Fmijr;c]) Successful in Belgian Congo Through
Creation of Synthetic Milk Product.

Feeding peanuis to babies would be regarded v most
neople as the height of dietetic imprudence—Dbut Dora
Jane Armsirong, until two months ago a missionary in the
Belgian Congo, fed synthetic milk created outl of specially
‘processed peanut pulp to undernourished nafive children
who were brought into her little hospital, and watched
“dhem grow inte happy, lively creatures.

The formula for this lile-giving
‘drink, which she developed with
itho collaboration of a nutrition,
specialist in Johns Hopkins Hos-l
’pital, will never be commercial-
tized. It will be made available to
doctors as a free gifl to all chil-
‘dien who need it, according to
|Miss Armstrong, who has just
returned to America to join the
'staff of thc American Mission to
|Lepers. At their thirty-fourth
iannual meeting today and to-
‘morrow at Broadway Tabernacle,
‘211 West 56th s{reet, she will tell
somoe of her African experiences.;
i The idea which resulted in
peanul milk”  originally  came
from an industrial missionary at
the Methodist Mission in Wembo
Nwama, Africa The prineiple 1=
the same as that used m the
making of the nourizhing soy

can pulp. used in China. The oil

fir<t rxuracted {rom the pea-

&, and the residue, prepared by

technie which Miss Armsirong

aented. 1< made into small diry

ihivs. When disselved in water
these make a liquid of milky con-
sistency, pleasantly nutly flavor,
and--best of all —the nutritive!
cquivalent of real cow's millk.i
That, for a counlry like Africaj
‘where cows do not flourish, is a
priceless boon. [or powdcrf‘d;
‘cows’ milk from Amcrica is X |
ppnsive and hard to get, |

i
in the Jungle. :
Her =hate m the developmend
ot peanut mulk 1= only one of the
things which Miss Armstrong. a
Viteinia gnl. has done =mee she
1ir=1 woent cut fo Afea seventes a
vears avo 1ot the Baeard of Meth:
adist Mis<ions
With the station doctor away
on  emergeney  calls Miss o Ane
<t1ong has been often vallkd on 1o
face the direst emeirgencies. She
kas nmdden Dfty  mmles at lop
.speed on & bieyele over humpy
iback-country roads to a confine-
ment case in a tiny settiement
where the people were terrorized
by a huge python snake
While she was allending the
voung mother she heard :

L1

a freat——Many

1

i

54

disturbance gomg on. Later she
leained that the python  hadd
glided into a nearby geat pon,
killed three goals and swallowed
onc of them. Thus distended
with dinner, the python tricd {o
escape hutl found he was too large
to get through the =mall opening
by which he had come m. Hre had
tapped himscell and anud gieal
exertemont the natyves Killed and
sknmed him just as the nes hor
haby was arnving a shoit disf
1anee avidy., '

So Aiss Armestronyg cae 1y
lknow mtimately the poople of thi
Batetcla tinixe as they canue o
asking to be hddped with ovary
liind of tritbulation.

I is the ¢owding in Nilthy
huts, the poor and restiicted dict
and the znotance of iy e
precations that have made many
of these tine, stalwart people a
prey to leprosy, the scourge
whith the Ametican Mission 1o
Lepets has heen Nighting cvel
since 11 was tounded 1n 1900,
hitle African ehildien

E——— ]
will hecome lepers because they:
assomate freely with leper adults|
—whereas by proper cavre and seg-!

regation in adequately cquipped!

colonies, they could grow up’
perfeetly  sound and  healthy,”.
AMiss Armstrong said.  “That is,

why I have come back to Amer,
ica to work--not hecause 1 love
Africa less, bul because I want
to tell Americans about Africa’s
crving need for more enlighicn.
vment, more hospitals, more doce-
tors and more leper colonies.”

She hopes to raise funds for,
‘several leper colonies in {he Bel
gian Congo during her stay in
 the United States, she said. Lep-
‘rosy is curable through the re-
tscarches  of modern  scientific!
knowledge. Miss Armstrong has’
;not forgotten what happened the
morning she left the little village!
of Lodja to return to the United:
,States. The last thing she heard
,was the rich native voices calling,
iafter her
| *“Come back 1o us, mamma,”,
they cried “Come back and
ibring us medicine!” ‘
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October, 1921,

Jandiuato for forei.n i.issionary . orx{africa)
Virginila Jonfcérence

SOALD T Mae ST L RRY
for
wiss nora J. armstrong

Addr9sSs;: Psrmanent: Lexington, Va., L) 2. Jox 2o.
Presant: Clifton dorge, ‘a., o2l Jsrussells ot.

Place and

Date of .l‘irin: Collinstown, Ja., «ug. 17, 1398 -~ 20 yrs. of &’e

Health: GGood: Wwe havs no lata medical cestificate

aducation: Grawuatea fran ferrum Jraining 3chool in 1Y13;
attonded Tundclph- ccon hef a session, leaving
thers to boepin her nurse trainirg in Jomns-
Hopicins; zraduated fram oohns dA0n«ins in syring
of 1923.

‘Xperisnce: Taugnt one year at farrum Craining dchool; hau
one yeur in & nosritdl at .ynchourh; las nau
char.e of the Cbstetrical .ard in Joans lopxins
fospital for past rear; nas hud neurly four ysurs'
worx in hosritals.

fastimonials: .iss Lillian i. lighood, -Jnenburg, (&., writses:

"I havo xnorn Jora most all of her life as teuachner,
friend anda coursnlor. I nave ihe nljhest re jara
for boih hnor cnristiar litg aliw JOrde ..8r un-
saliishnass, couscienticus rozarae o wuty, ui-
tirinz enercy, simetlny anuw chesriul alsposition,
espocially qualify aer for missionar) vorg. she
lizes rosronsivililty, 1 believe tmat sne wiil
faithfully perform any v-org thal shd MGl Ul :rtalie’

raculiy listimat of

Joasritl Jollajs: e wanld bo o splondia marsa an;vierg, out sa2 is
not conpuiont Lo e & .oxlgious 1RaunY 0ol 509
has hiod no exparionce. Jhe snaLazd A&Ve WO Gals
at Scarritte She will raitafuliy 1erform anl” JoeoL
sN@ mar uniertaid, o8 1S 8«rnest, consclarnciocus
and nas ralisicas @Xyerisncd., ror. Suiton sal’s no
finer zirl ever la.t Jerrua scnocls




November 1940

ARMSTRONG, DORA JANE, R.N

(Africa)
Date and Place of Birth: August 17, 1898, Collinstown, Virginia
Conference: Virginia Conference

Supported by: Missionary Society, Memorial Church, Lynchburg, Va.

Relatives: 3. ¥. Armstrong, Box 75, Lexington, Va.
Consecrated: Tulsa,0klahonz, Merch, 1925
¥ent to Field: June 1925

July 1928 to June 1931 (Extended to study peanut

milk formula.)
August 1925 to Noverber 1936

Furloughs:

Education: 1918 Ffrrwn Training School
1923 Jcohns Hopkins, R.N.
1924, Fall Quarter, Scarritt College, Nashville, Tenn
withdrew before completing vork due te illness of
mother.
1935 Jan. to Mar., Lexington, Va.
1929-31 eighteen months course, Jchns Horkins

19?5"’28 Wembo Nya,n'la’ L{Eary Long Hospital
1931~35 Viembo HNyama " it "
1938-39 LodJja

Appointrente:

j
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APPLICATION

The Woman’s Missionary Council

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South
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9.

Personal Questions to Be Answered by the Applicant

(Give Definite and Complete Answers)
Full name .... @0“(—0/ Qeril... LAl Als e e e
Address .. ... 6777'74/&' oo @7 95’,@,@ f/‘-:? :514;. Jﬂr-.&/WQ—MZ%J ‘
Place and date of birth.. ... CW ........ -:.u/-v/: IS o/ S
Name of parent or nearest relative. K /}7 @W/@ fﬂ.«é&-"b’

Name of institutions in which you were educated and date of graduation........ P e
. . ’ /\
fc/vwm@m/ywuyw@wzﬂ—w/— TR

/7
(a) Courses of study in high school and college.. 'ﬁ? S BT o ’L— (/‘f/’L"L’ T o

(b) Number of terms spent in each course....... é@%ﬂ.,;ﬂ/z,—/@, e, /’_A’b 9 ;,Wot{,m 4
(
What languages besides English have you studied?.. . RO o2 SN S
(2) Time of study in @ach .. ... ..oou it orie i T
(b) Do you acquire languages easily?. ........... Ny 3 P
\What musical instruments do youplay?........... YA
(a) Do you sing?......... #..... .......... (b Canyou lead in singing?........ e+ ...
Have you had business training, and in what line?.. R 1 T
Are you a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South?......... //"’f_. e
;
s Ay . : . sy fmr - 4 g - }
(a) Where do vou hold your membership?. ;.. ..Wgy.-.t".aJWJ. e &L L e, Mo
(L) When and where did you unite with the Chuich?.. .4 74, J.}.. T U,A_,._mu-‘,; R - T
(c) Do vou give regular service in your Church?.. .. .. =i
(d) Are vou in full sympathy with its doctrines?. . .. . o
v )
(e¢) Name your Conference...... e meeem SAAART ST

[

Has e vou any views which would prevent your cordial co-operation with the missionaries with whom youn work:

_T!;""]W e e e e e e

Have vou bad any experience in bringing others to Christ?.....
r -
- A \ ‘\ .\. ".D

Houw long have you desired to become a forcign nmssionary?.. ... :

(a) Do you propose to make it your life work?.

(b) Have you a preference as to field of work?.. h\ “Q,_M%uv %W




14.

—
o

16.

—t
~1

18.

19.

SO W S PR SO X N .
C o~ Y M *""&;_,@L,'f Ao ML ('xg,,-,»/ > ’Cﬁ_f_,u.ﬁ__-‘ .

(c) State preference and give reason. k;}x.)kwt_x"bf\—&_\u ,.,-+<1,D UwﬁchMyLW)
(d) Arc you willing to go where the Board sends yYoul. ... dasl A, goo R uﬂl o ¥ kAt

Have you been married?.. ... ...

(a) If so, is your husband Jiving?.. ...xt . oo T aiiin 0 i e e e e e

(b) Have vou been divorced?. .. ...... 0 ... . 7oinnnn

(c) Are you engaged to be married?...... 7. .. .A...

(d) Would you consider your obligation to the Board so binding as to delay an engagement for marriage?. .. Haole.

Have you applied to any other board or society?....... LA,

(2) When and what board? ........ ... T

Have vou considered the trial of separation from your relatives, and have you decided to remain steadfast in your

purpose to become a foreign missionary even if they should oppose you?..... NS RN TN
N

Do you realize that privations, hardships, and loneliness are the experience of a foreign missionary, and do you

seek appointment with a determination to meet them with courage for Christ's sake?.. ... Y.

If you should resign within five years for reasons not approved by the Board, do you promise to refund the outfit

. . ' ‘ . - [ i“i =
and traveling expehses given vou by the Board?... ! .. [ YSENYS GV N NI LAY T ST PR NP 23

Have you read the regulations for missionaries of this Board, and do you promise to abide by them?.. .. aww .7

Send names and addresses of five persons of whom inquiry may be made for further information concerning vou.

W i -
{a) Your pastor....s..L'."-..f..—f...ﬂ‘.. \,.k....w-/\l.....'.1..1....12’."\....,.@_,....—j... r.':’:‘.'.“.i'..i:.:*«a..}_.gh. e
'-‘L'.‘/.I'_. ...... ',.\‘:..-“.)f{'/:.. V; R .-"'.....‘s....;_,.h..-.:.t.p.l)‘_J ., &:‘..,_ e e -f&..:..\...--.i- .r:-’.-.,-*",_‘:...n.\\-t-n“....J.;.....v -
1

() A woman well acquainted with yvou and well known in your Church.

[
oA . § o~ C ) ' > - R } ‘
\Y'Al’\.’, .‘;.\M’ V!-L. . \Q . WL { '!M'...“-..;.. .&".;{:-.l._;-.-_‘n... L JIE ‘{l" . %. .F.K .y
% s .-.!::g..,.—“.». eer s :-.-u’ S
Fi)

(¢} \n instructor in an institution in which vou studied

". _.ﬁ. ia'.‘..:\'.‘....\-( : ...‘--.-wi".'..,\.:.-l.":d.)......r."?":r_-’,'.!r.u!.i;_n-.‘-.’f . .-'::{...F.
{d) A member of the school boatd « e e e e
(e)  in business, the emplover for whoimn you have worked
Date..... B A v e c Al A \.kgl_l Signed..n\ﬁ.’Y?:..J'._, ..d.xm;.....!&.'?y\,w@...?w.{/‘.-
) L
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Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are
available upon request.
For more information
please contact
research@gcah.org



mailto:research@gcah.org

	313_002
	313_003
	313_004
	313_005
	313_006
	313_007
	313_008
	313_009
	313_010
	313_011
	313_012
	313_013
	313_014
	313_015
	313_016
	313_017
	313_018
	313_019
	313_020
	313_021

