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Sunday, June 23:-
ANNA P. ATKINSON 

a graduate> of CazenO\'ia 
S<·ntinary. r1?th·0cl in 1!127. 
after forly·h\'e years of 
sel'\'iPP in .Japan. ('hi( .. fly 
in c."'<lnl'ational \\'orli a~; a 
St hool J>1·ilu·ipal. She> is 
HO\\' li\'ing: in ~eat'}(", 
'\'ashington. \\ hl"I'(." shl' 
tal\c-~ an a('ti\'C? intei·est 
in loC'al <:hur(·h \\'Ol"k. and 
ini .... ionary ethu·ation 



i\NNA PECK ATKINSON 

ANNA PECK .l\TKI NSON. METHOD I ST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Father: 
Mother: 

James Atkinson, Metnodist 
Mary Peck, Methodist 

Her mother was one of the Peck fami Jy wh~ch has given so many 

Born: 
D iea: 

ministers, including Bishop Josse T. Peck, to the Methodist 

Episcopdl ChurchJ 

reoruary 28, 1860 in Cazenovia, Ne1rl York 
April IB, 19&8 at Des Moines, Washington 

Appointeu 1\ugust 18d2; sailed Octooer 1882 
Sent Dy Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, New York Branch 

18132-Hki? 
1887-1888 
1888-1891 
1891-1900 

1900-190;' 
1902-1906 

I 90G-1907 
1907-1909 
1909-1914 
1914-1916 
1916-1918 

!Sl8-l920 

1920 

192. I 
192..; 

I \:12 7 

Teacher in Tsu Id J i Schoo I , Tokyo 
August to p,ugust furlough 
School moved to Aoyallld; became Princi~al of Girls School, Aoyamu 
October 1891 returned to the U.S. ill with Asiatic cholera 
Pub} ic speaker on beh..ilf of missions - 1896 
Arrived January 27, 1900, evangelistic work in Nagoy<:i 
Superintendent of construction of n·c\·! •;chool bui !ding 

PrinciiJal, Gi rls 1 School, Nagoya 
l,.eft Apri I 3rd, 1905 for furlough 
/.1rrived in Yokohama in July; Superintendent of Day Schools 
Sent to Nagoy" to supervise rebui !ding and take ch.:irge of schools 

Mome on furlough 
f;r r i vl.?d in Tokyo in June, l 9 JI). Inspected sc.11001 s; in toucf'\\'1 i th 
di l phases of cducutiondl m:itters from kindergarten to Bible 

Training School. 
Sent to Fukuok.:i to h.:ivc cri..irge of the construct ion of uu i l dings. 
finished June 1919. Ev..ingel ist in Kyushu area. 
Evangelistic \-Jork in Tokyp in Christi.:in homes of form-~r pupils. 
Returned to Fukuoka to cittend to the: construction of addition.:il 

oui I dings. 
Treasurer of two missions in Japan. 
Bi shop we 1 ch .:ippo i nteo her to Tokyo tJherw il~ fe It :.ne vws s r"'"' t I y 
needed to assist in general 111ork connected 1111 tr. i.lUi luing .:ind the 
t r"n!;; f ~r of the :',oy.::m.:i School to the nevi site. 

Rcti red. 
Tduyht sunu~y School during retirement. 
!.1vea ..ii: W!.'l::.ley G..,rJ~:1::., [).::s Moines, \./ashington wh<;irc Sh~ iJDS50u 

u\J\1.1y. 



-~-.W~ A~JNSQN 
(Died Apr. 18, 1958) 

This death notice was evidently clipped from a Washington newspaper April 1958. 

~· 
Death 

- -
Takes 

iMiss Anna ·P. 
I Atkinson 

Miss Anna P. Atkinson, 98. 
a retired Methodist mission­
ary, died Friday !n Wesley 
Gardens, where she had lived 
the past four years. 

Memorial services will be 
held at 4 o'clock Sunday in 
the University Methodist 

'Temple. Cremation was under 
direction of the Green Lake 
Funeral Home. 

Miss Atkinson was born in 
; Cazenovia, N. Y. She was ed­
lucated in New York and went 
to Japan as a young woman. 
She spent 40 years there as a 
missionary. Jn 1924, she re­
·turned to this country and 
lectured for two years until 
she settled in Seattle. 

Miss Atkinson taught Sun­
day school at the University I 
Methodist Temp 1 e many 
years. Jn recent years she 
had been a member of the 
Queen Anne Methodist 
Church. 

Two nieces and a nephew 
survive. 

141 - 58 



.Born -
Education -
Appointments 

Furloughs -

.ANUA P. A~KINSON 

Feb. 28, 1860, Cazenovia, N. Y . 

- 1882 Tsujiki School, 
1900 Nagoya 
1909 Nagoya 
1918 Fukuoka 

'.2okyo, School moved 
1907 Yokohama 
1916 Yokohama 
1920 Tokyo 

1887; 1891-190U (ill); 
1914-16. RETIRED 1927 -------

1906; 

to Aoyama 1888 
? Fukuoka 

1923 ~okyo 

Anna ~. Atkinson is the eldest of three daughters born to James 
and i1.a:ry ?eek .t1.tkinson. She was born in uazenovia, IL Y. , J.<'ebruary 
28th. ner mother was one of the Peck family which have given so many 
ministers, including Bishop Jesse ~. Peck, to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. She ~as graduated from uazenovia Seminary. 

From a very young girl she wanted to be a missionary and offered 
herself to the -1/oman' s Foreign Missionary Society through Mrs. William 
B.Skidmore. She was appointed to Tokyo, Japan, in 1882. Her second 
term, during which she had Asiatic cholera, was shortened by ill health. 
During this term she met Miss Josephine uarr, of ·;1arren, Rhode Island, 
who spent some time visiting our missions in Japa.,,. A warm friendship 
spring up between the two, and Miss uarr prolonged her visit in order 
to give much needed help in the Aoyama School. She accompanied r~iss 
Atkinson on her return to America in 1891, traveling by way of t.:hina, 
lndia an<l Europe. Miss Atkinson then made her home with Miss Carr in 
Warren until her return to Japan in 1900, when she was appointed to 
Nagoya. Here the building burned a few yea.rs later and all her personal 
belongings were lost. She took bravely "the spoiling of her goods," but 
a sigh escaped her in speaking to a friend when she referred to the loss 
of some things that had belonged to her mother. She superintended the 
erection of the new school building in .Nagoya., which formed an unusually 
attractive plant. Part of her third furlough, in 1907, was spent in , t-. 
stud~ in the Bible ~eachers' :'raining School, New York. For K short 
time following her return to Japan she was in charge of the Day ~chools 
in Yokoh1:1.ma, after which she was sent to Fukuoka to :r.ave charge of the 
construction of our fine new buildings there. 

She hl;l.s .had four furloughs, suiling fer Ja_pan the laf'!t time in June 
1916. She is now agaiL i11 :'okyo where she began wor.i: in 1882. ~he fol­
lowing is 1.J.UOted from one o: her letters; "I hl:l.d such a happy &XJ!erience 
one day when I was invjted to meet son~ of my pupilP of lon6 ago. Seven­
teen were .i:iresent, all of whor.1 were in school ovElr thi rt;y yea re ago. It 
was a company o::.· wonder1·u11y fine woruen, several of whom are noVT grand-

mothers. ':'he husbands of two or three are Christian mi1,i stere, and one 
hae husband, son and son-in-law all mii.:.ieters in active serv.i.ce." 

r.:iss .t1.tn:il"sor, has given most of her time in Japan to educational 
work, servin5 almost continuously as principal of schools, but is now 
engaged in evangelistic work. A gifted, consecrKteri woman, teacher, 
ouilder, evangelist, a soul winner,-Syracuse East District, Central New 
York Conference, has the honor to support her. 

(OVER) 
June 1921 

i 

l 
( 
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In June 1921, when ivliss Daniel carrie to America on J\, ,louph, J111iss 
Atkinson became Treo.surer of t.wo missions in Japan, and carrjeci the work un­
til the close of her ~erm. 

Miss Atkinson, after a short term of service in ~okyo to which 
she was appointed in 1920, was sent again to Fukuoka to attend to the 
construction of additional buildings connected with that plant, and 
in the summer of 1923 Bishop vlelch returned her to r:iokyo, where he 
felt she was greatly needed to assist in general work connected with 
building and the transfer of the Aoyama school to the new site. She 
spent the summer at Gotemba, from which place she planned to go to 
Tokyo on September 1st, the day of the great earthquake. 

(TRIS W'AS ViRIT'l'EN WHILE MISE A'I'KINSON V:.A& STILL ON THE Flf.LD) 
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11iss 11.tkinson, after a short term of service in '.i.'okyo, to which 
she was appointed in 1920, was sent again to Fukuoka to attend to the 
construction of additional buildings connected with that plant, and 
in the summer of 1923 Bishop Nelch returned her to '.i.'okyo, where he 
felt she was greatly needed to assist in general work connected with 
building and the transfer of the A.oyama School to the new site. She 
spent the summer at Gotemba, from which place she planned to go to 
~o·kyo on September 1st, the day of the great earthquake. 
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Heavenl.y Father is always ready to give~ H~.y Re give you strength and needed 

help f'or r;very taak, and con!'idence and J?eaee." 

Ell'en though she gave mos·t; of her ti.me in Japan to educational work, serving 

almost continuously as principal of schoola, she 110.e c.lso s...YJ. effective evangelist. 

She 1raa a gifted, conJecrated 1;o:man \1ho gp.vc for';;y-:fivc years' ser'rice to Japan. 

She had been rc·tired since 1927 o.nd for sonc yee:rs had :cesided at. u l'etiremen·t; 

home1 Wesley Ga.xden:::, in Des Moines., Ws.::ih~ngton. 

One of tbs nu..rsc;; 1r.·ote that all of them loved. her end cal.led her "Aunt 

Anna.". Her 1ast word::; when a. :::a-.ich lo.red. i:r .. u:ne lllcist.en.::a. her 1.ips 1rei:·e: ''Tha.!l.i\: 

you." 



STi,FJ? iHNUTES 

J..pl'il 22 J 1958 

In Lcmorirnn: Ai.na P, .... t:dn::on, Japan, retired, .r.rril lR, 1958 
f\:.iry Kathari11e ftussell, Liber:i.a, reeular, 

i.pril 18, 19~!l 

Depa:·Lure from field: 

205 

Lora Battin R. :·!,, Ch.i.na-IrnU a, "rril 1, 1~158 (pre-retiri:;;:e11t) 206 
R.,th De: niels, Chi nP-Indici, harch J, J 958 (r:ir·e-ret,irci..ent) 
Verda F-n·rar, i.,r'l:d 1, Harell 1, 19~8 
E;trline Hart, Peldi::tan, l-:ay 1, 19'.>8 
Frances Hindley 11.H., Incli:-i, J.larcl1 1, 1~58 
Marietta Hansfi.el:l, India, ,,p1'il 1, 19S8 
Na:·ga,·et Setck, J.1;,la;a, February 1, J9~;3 (pre-retiT<;J11c.mt) 

Departure to t 1w .f'i.r, .1.d: 

J,_1P-i-iar:ie I-lN'Ji,y ,(. i·l,, (Eorua;r) J•:·ril 2, 1958 from Fr0Jrik8t:..d, 207 
~!Ol'H3,Y J to L:i ~·Lon, 1 n:rtu:_;w.i l f.)]' 0nc ;;ear of l<H cm:;:;e st1,,:ly. 

G. Li~Jy S1·10rd;, Jr«l.'a, ;,l~)'il 17, 17~8 
Laurq V. :Ji.lJi.m-is, ludia, i.rril 16, }9~8 

i1b~c ... cn.i t!:nt Ruth J:-niolc, Chino.-Indi.~, he "."(;tire·l r,arc:1 1, 19)9 <.t 208 
t~ie :vc of c7 1.Jth e;r<1lei'ul c:r,pre,:ic.::io.1 o:: 3: ;,..;<:!'.: ;:~·! 1 1 :~0"',h~· ,f' 

S•cr·, i.ce, !(etirc1nfl11t &l low,u,ce to be j'O.!.J ~·!'OH •,;\(' i\rn,)t: i.lt'CW !U late•' l ~r 
the ;J0i1.an 1 s Fore;ic;n His<;io·1ary ;.)oc:icty, 

Reccni.:1fl'l ... : t.:~ut 1.o.·o brtt~jr1 !~oi.·!o, (~},it1:·-·[11~lic. 11,,. rcLi.r'(;.(l .. i!'l'll J., 
t11e n.;e l)f o7 wjt,1 [l'il.teful ap)'l''.:C'i~:+io:: o." .33 year;·; a·1u 1 month 

\·1·ce, '<•t1·r-~ .. 1ent ·llo'·'·'··,c~ to 1 •·0 i·n·'.ri ·'ro11 i"1···ds "•' ·1i 1ul"'~ l "·r "- . .!.:~ '-'••. C: , •• ,.., ... ._,,_ • .•~ •• . ·• Cl,..\•• .,,,~._,, UJ 

19:-~) <:t ...:('9 
oi' cer­

t~ie 

Reem" .<-nd that L<.C"gc:ret Se eek, i:::il<.:~·a, be re'.:ir·;,;(i !<'P.1. r11< ry J, 1955' <:t 210 
t be a1_ e c•f 68 ,j_t h grateful ai2'preC' iation of Jfi J<•::.r;. i.l :-:1. 6 mm1V1s 01 

ser\'i.c c. Rctir61'\t!l1t ;>l l0'.13"'C6 to Le raj u frcr: t ~·e fur:·Js ';Cc'll! .ule:t . .;;J 
by t~1e :.·o::-,an 1 s For< ir,n l·iissj cnory So,·5 ety. 
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BOARD OF MISSIONS 
OF 

THE METI-IODIST ClIURCH 

/ i.J_u - ;.... '..,_ / 
' I 

150 FIF'l'II AVENUE NEW YORK tl, N. Y. 

From 1,he Roll cag_- by Louise Manning Hodgkins, W.F.M.S., 1896 

MISS ANNA P. ATKIN:>ON was born in Cazenovia, N. Y. in 1860. She 
is of English and American ancestry. From her mother, who belonged 
to a large family of Methodist ministers, she was nurtured not only 
in the faith, but a faith that recognized the highest call that 
could come to a human soul was to go where Christ was not and take 
the Gospel. Miss Atkinson is a graduate of Cazenovia Seminary 
and had a brief experience as a teacher before sailing for Japan, 
under the auspices of the ~;York Branch, in 1882. Miss Atkinson 
did excellent work in 'TO'JctJ?~ for several years returning in 1891 
with :l.mpaired health, which ho.a obliged herto remain in this 
country where she does efficient service for missions as a public 
speaker. Her address is Warren, R. 1. 
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I 
Miss Anna P.:ick A1;0nt;on~ "lj'Gtirc<l. t'...io::don'.u-y t.o Sa:pan, r..assetl o.ray April lG, 

I 
1958 at Das I4oinoo, '\!a.sh·ing-1:.on :a'.; ·t.he age of 11.inc·t.y-cigb:t. She ~ia" 001'21. :February 

28, J.86o in GazenovlrJ. J ~Jew YorlJ.. tier 1.10ti1cr. wo,~ one o:': th,z P.::c.1': .:'a;.;J l;;r \:iL.ci.l ho.::: 

I 
c;i vc:a ·i.;o the churcil a nU!ilbei· o~ ;uinistell's, incJ.ua.ing Bishc:f' Jec:::c 'I'. l'~ck. She 

' I 
c;:i."e.duated from the Co.zenovla Sclminary in 1881, Md. ~hiJ.c on :::U.rlou~~11 ·::'1•v,n lm::-

1 

i::d.ssionary woi·k :L."l. Ja:gan, s-tud:i!ed at the Bible Teachers 1 Tra.inin1s School in 
' 

:New York. Befo:i:c s~illin:j ·.:.o Jdpan in 185:~ w1-~.e-.· the lict-1 Y•.:i:rl' ll!.'".z.nch of :;he 1'·f.;.,·u!' s 
' I 

Fo1·eign Misniona;.•y Society ohc ;rod taught il.i o, private school fo:r one yeru:. 

Miss Ai".l~i nson 1 t:: first o.ro>Jin:i.;ment. 1;ra:; that of teache>.r in. the :~suJdj:i. Schoo·1. 

in Tokyo. She u:o.o pr inc:i.µ'l :1.!t 'the Girls' School in Ao;yn:m. f':;::•1:1 1·3f\.3-1U91, !"rru. 
I 

l'.)'.>0-02 she die.!. cvaw:;clistic w1rk :l.n Iiu0o;ya~ a.nu. from 1902-0G l3;_\c 1rus p.~incipal of 

the Girls n Scho0l th$•c ~d. irl :Fu!::uote,. !n l')'J'{ uhe li'J.s t1.n1Joint0tl "J?l•incipo.l of 
' -· 

Dible Tr::>.ininc; School a:no. Sup~intenden.t o:r: fuy Schools. In 19)9 she ret.u.:rned 
i 

to ~ia;_,oya t"'..3 p:::·.W.ci:p::W. vi' ·~:he <li:i:ls 1 Sr.:he:vl. ·::;hc.!'.'c:. DllX'in,"; h<"..i· loni:.: :>~a;i~·:. of ni.s·· 
I 

oionary sarrv-1.CO she CU}.1;:?.Wioed :the erect:l.O!l. of a rr.nnber Of ne;~ build:i.11:_:0, 

I 
Mies Atki.lwon uao tt uo1J.d.ei~ lette1· ;rr:i.l;•3Z' w~l:i;h a, l'oa.1 g:L[·0 of c..~c:;s:i.on aud 

I 
until the last yc-a.i·s ot l.lcr J.1~e 1~e1:n; :t.'1 .;oucl.l •.1.n;h 1~1.r.w ix· ie.."l.U.s .Le ~1 • .i. .... 1.;u,L.-:,_ J u,,,.;, 

.i.n Japan. .All hm:· l€tGi;e.;;•s wer~ writ.ten 1J1 :[' li'11l, lc3ible lon3-!1..n..i.1d.. Tho:;f: ul10 heo.rd 

h ~"'.'.,.,_ .. --..... c··· 
-..:L\r,j .. ....,, ~) 

• "'·'"l l.)y,:. ' r:cvcr 

lesson i'or us 1 l!cw ~ tiocs h6..vc I :\:'a.ilcl bac.:i.use I d:tdn 1 t .1.nlr. fo~· ti.le hcl.::;i cu.:.· 



JAPAN 
Miss Anna P. Atkinson is a native of Cazenovia, N. Y. Her mother 

was one of the Peck family which has given to the church so many 
ministers, including Bishop J<·ssc T. Peck. Jkr desire to become a mis­
sionary was realized when in 1882 she was appointed to Tokyo, J apau. 
Her term of service was interrupted when ~he was taken with Asiatic 
cholera, returning home very ill and being obliged lo remain in this coun­
try about nine years. In 1900 she returned to Japan being appointed to 
Nagoya 'vhere she supervisC"<l th<" erection of the very attractive ne\\' 
school building. She discharged this responsibility so satisfactorily that 
she was later sent to Fukuoka to do similar work for our society. She 
is now again in Tokyo, engaged in evangelistic work, and she finds great 
joy in her association with a company of wonderfully fine Japanese 
\\'Otncn, (sorne of "·hon1 are no\V grand1nothers) \vho \Vere her pupils 
when she fir.I went to Japan. Syracuse East District, Central New 
York Conference, has the honor to support her. Birthday, February 28th. 



I>t>nl' .:\ii~sionarit"'~. or FriPnds ot' :\lis~ion .. uil•s of thv \\'01nnn's Forl'i;:::.n .\li:...~1011:11~ So!'if'f~ of tlu• ~Je1ho11i~1-Episeopal Chu1rh: 

1·11e ta~I\ of rC'\'ising and lninp.in~ up to <lnt(-' lhl• ··Roll Call" of our .\!i~...,ionn1·iC'~ has hccn as~ig1t<•tl to llll'. 'fhi~ nec·,•:-.si· 

tatPS your proinpt ns~istnnce. ·ro till n1issionnries li\"ing, \\"hose achll·f'sS<'S \\'c' C"an ::;C'cur<• this \'."ill be s<··nt-olh<>r''"i:'v to 

fti("nlls. J>J<>ase rf.•n1<·n1bcr that tlelay on ~our 11nrt n1enns 1h In~· lH I't.', so µi'<' this little hlnnl\ propPr consill1.>1ation. 'f'hi~ is ouly 

:1 ~t~<'ll .. ton. Jf ~011 \\"ill \\'lite f.111;i.· concPrnin~ ~onrsf'lf or your t't·i("n 1 ,1s. to \\"hY yon \\'c>nr, yonr JH"f'Jl:lr:ition, the> \\'Ol'k yon h,,,·e 

donf\, giving son1~ in1erC'sling inci<l<•nl~ of rC'deen1t~11 li\'l'S, ~011 \,"ill 111al\l' j1 possihlt' for lll<' to JH't··sf>nt n living pi('tlll'l'. not n 

c 11nlo~u1?. Plf:'nse do not C'onfust) this \\'ith the?' blank SC'lll out fl'Olll h1 <•t:qnarlt'l''-' in :'\c~\y )'orh nncl lhinh. ~ou ha\"1' nl1va1l\ c-0111-

pli~·<l. ~-\nlicipnting your ,·c~r~ hl•arty nncl proinpt rl~spons<·, 1 n1n 

Yours Jn the sC"rvice, 

~Jiss Kntc E. \loss, 
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)JJSS .-\!\:'\:\ ]'. :\TKJ:\~c_i:'\ \las hurn in L'azcnvna. 
i\. Y., in 1860. :->he i~ of En~li-h and .\nwri«an am·e,;try. 
l-r11111 hc•r mother. \\'ho belong-t· l to a large family oi :\leth"­
diot mmi;ter>. <he \\aS nurtured 11•>1 cmh· Ill the ia1th. 1111! a iallh 
that rCC<)g'nizecl the highe;,t call that C.<)ttlcl come !O a human 
soul was 'to go whC'rC' Christ \.a, not all<l take the \ivs­
pel. :\Ii,;, Atkinson i,; a graduate uf Cazc·noYia :'eminary ancl 
ha cl a hrief exnericnce as a teacher hc:forc ,;;:uling for Japan, 

York Branch, in 1882. :\liss 
'uk ,.o for ,evcral Yl'ar,; rel urn­
! h. ·" hich ha< uh.liged her to 
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Hibhanl that she dccidecl tu 
an<! through the generosity o 
that ~1 "' ~~ able to mah· ,,, 
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