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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
For the Recording Seeretary of the Board of Foreign Missions
150 Fifth Ave., Now York

Name Crval Tarion Auner

Address Jarsdalnur, Tastiur State, O... Indiz

“ad e

1, Work (since 1934):

Place Kind of Work Date
Fhandwa Trincipal Fisher AV, 171ddle Sehonl 1954~ 12358
Tardzlpur Superintendent 3:nctar Listrict 183c tn 1330 in
2. Children (names only) Date of hirth
Thomas Tileceon Aunew September 10th 1317
Thilip Marion Ywmer Arril 3rd 1925
Necll R-oy Auner flovermber 27tk 19O

3. Nearost relatives and friends to be notified in any emergoncics.
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I was to apeak in Harry Street Church, Wichita, Kansas
on & Sunday evening where the Rev. W. W. Owen is the pastor.
On Sundsy morning he announced my coming. There is an
old lady who 18 a member of Harry Street Church whose name is Mrs.
ieDaniel. Her yearly income is less than $100 a year. When
the pastor announced my coming Mrs. McDaniel said to herself "What
can I do™? "I have no money to give". She went to her home
with a heavy heart thinking she coeuld do nothing, but when she
reached her one little room where she lives she sald sgain to
herself, "I have pieced three quilts. I will give one of them".
She took the three quilts out of hexr drawer and spread them over
her room. They represented hours and days of tedious lador. They
were & part of her life. Then she debated in her mind which one
she would give. PFinally she sald, "I will give the beat one™,
That evening she could not attend the ochurch hersslf
but she sent this quilt. At the close of my missionary address
the pastor of the ghurgch held up the guilt and told the story
and of lMrs. MecDaniel's sacrifical offering. One man sitting at
the left side saild, "I will give the price of the quilt™. Then
a man gitting at the right alde said, ™Y will give the price of the
quilt™ and then the pastor said, "Let us aspread the quilt out
here on the platform and those of you who want to make a sasorificisl
offering to help the Auners back to India at the close of the
service come and place your offering upon the quilt and approximately




-l

$40 was placed upon the quilt.

I have been in many churches since then and in every
meeting the atory of the quilt has been told and approximately
$1400 has been placed upon the quilt. The story has never
failed to bring a response and it is safe 10 say that our going
bask to India hinges upon the gift of this 0ld lady whose
yoearly income was less than %10-0 & yesr.
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of the lethodist Church
150 Fifth Lvonue, MNew York, N. Y.

liors Missionorica Arrive From Iadia

Wine kethodiat miesionaries have juat arrived in Los Angeles from India on
a Unitsd Statos goverw.oit tionsport, accordlipg to cuncuncement nde todey by the
Board of Migalong end Church Extenrion of the Methodist Church, Thay oeme on
rogular forlough effer aix yorrs of coniipuous scrvice oa the flold, The trip
on tho Todicn and Pacific Ocerna weso reported "uneweatiful.?

The party inocludos: Prof. end Mre. Monrvin Harpor of Leonard Thecologloal College,
Jubbulpora, India, whoso smorlecan resldenoce is Albeny, Georgle; Dr, ond Mra. Frank
Fodl, of Jubbulpore, and Jconn Eoach, Calif; Csecil funer, gon of Rev. and Mra,

Orvel I, Avamer of Cen%rcl Frevinoss, Indiu, and Winfileld, Kensar; Miss Luocile Colouny,
of dJubbulpore, and Norsh Liberty, Iuvva; Mios Hilda Swen; of Fakeur, Indis, aud
Chiompos Miss Judilth Erlicnon, of Relgaum, South Tndia, amd Galesburg, I11,;

¥Mirs (crirude Beoker, o Jubbulpore, ard Egan; 8:D.3 and Hiss lLoia M. Grasn, of

Bironcha, India and Shatnee, Oklahomp.




W, W Reid
Board of Missions and Church Extension
of’ the Methodist Church
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N.Y. released upon receipt

Recently returned to the United States on furlough after thirty-four years
of service in the heart of the "jungle conference" of Centrel Provinccs, India, the

Rev, Orval Ms Auner, missionary of the Methodist Church, will be the guest~-speaker

at on

After a brief stoy in America, Mr. Auner expects to return for further missionary work
in India.

The region in which Mr. Auner carries on evangelistic and educational work
is one of the areas of central India that has not as yet been reclaimed from the jun-
glece As superintendent of work in Bastar State District, he travels over a field that
is 160 miles from north to south, and 130 miles from east to west. Yet in this area
there are only scattered small native villages, and in these there are about 5,000

people who have becen baptized as Christians and have become affiliated with the Meth-

odist Church.

"During the war years, semi-famine conditions oxisted, and fear was in the
minds of the village people," says lire. Auner., ‘"lany went hungry, and because of their
hardships some reverted {0 devil-worship. Yet through the years, new families were

added to the Christian church.™

Mre Auneor rirst went to India in 1913, after ordination as a2 Methodist minise
ter, and after tvio years as & schoclteachor in Kensase He has scrved as pastor and
superintendent at Jubbulpore and Khandwa, as well as at Jagdalpur, Bastar Stete, his

present stations

Born in Denver, Iowa, Mr, Auner spent much of his American life in Kansase

and was educated at Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas.,
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Poerd of Missions end Chuvch Extonnion

of the Methedist Chuwrch
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 1l,N.Y.
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AEY., OVAL 1., AUNER

Orvel ki, Auner wus borm in Denver, Tows, Mebrusry 22,
15684, Fis family were active Christisns of the farn lunds
of Towa snd XKensas . Therc was the ususl sabtendance at the
Stunoay sehool and church services, snd at the =ge of geisht-
gen, Lir. Auner naGe @ rublic confession of Christ, end
joined the Wothod ist hpiscopsl Churck st Curtis, Oklshoma.

iy . Atner wes e-.ucubted in the Willien cewell Colloge
rosdeny of Libveriy, issouri, wnu at southwveste im Acedcny
and Collegs of JinTield, Xansas, He was grudusted from
Southwestern College in 1913, with the degree of F.A.

Au able, agreeabls snd toottul mwn, with just the rickt
touch of reserve, Lir. suner is solso a practioal men, und can
sake & lirited set of faotbs snd @o a large work for the King-
dom. Gho 2bility to do this 15 one of the reasons why I,
auner tits so perfectly into the work he is doing in Indig .

yr. Auner susile. for India in Uetober 1913 to become
the pustor of the mnglish Church of Jubbudpore in the Central
Frovinces. In 1916, he was transferred to lhandwa, where new
duties were heaped upon him - he beceme d&istricet guperintendend,
pestor ol the “nglish Clurch, principsl of the Bible Training
School, hewd of the Boys' Widdle School and Fostel . In 1930,
returning to Indic after his second furlough, br, Auner was
agein located in Jutbuljpore as superintendoent of Judbulpore
Digtrict,

subbulpore ie comarcliel urd industrial city, with =
population of sbout 150,000, It is 2 cantonment city, apd is
fast becoming one or the sreat conters 0T Methodiem in Indig,
Jound wbout the citfy, in the outlying districte there are husid-
reds of villzges. In thesc villages there ureé opportunities
without nwiker .

Tt is here, perhups, thut Mr. Auner coes his finesty and
grestost worke Tig lorge sympotihlies, Kael ancerstunging of
nunen nehe re, 10 1R ponatieald helipfulness, enzhlice hir. te
Lol ocluve Lo the LolorT cnd Tives af the villogers, 1.ie CWIL
1ile 1w G} indng oo ot W0 Lhese neonlo.  BOny ot theue
village Christisund ~ive us rlweh ws Tifteen cents a month To-
sun@ the support of thetir Trar i pugbor, When you realize thet
shoge vilhegess ore HivIng ol vixg oertb8 . ooNT, FOouL Cun uPIre-

glzoe he JsLUincnety o treir ‘wéerstsnling oI, '@ their
2ove Cor JLoist.

o one of Lis letrlevs, i, Auned tells how ¢ well or =
iged, veif-suppomving ond self-propasuting indigenous church
comes into beiiz. OGreninrg himg door, early some norning, Mra.
uner will find @ delesstion sitting on his 4o00Z gtep, “Therse
will be fiiteen oI twenlty persons .l Auner will greet them
in bis retursl, friemcly sashion, wné ask what it is lley neslre,




The spokesmun will nwne the village from whish they have come,
gryiounce theiir desire 1o become Christisns, ask for & teacher.

vr, Amer wsi25 ihen ey questiouns, testing their motives,
If ne rindo . spork o) sincerity, ho goss with them wo theiw
villagoe, e bDenbizes from Fifty Lo one huwdrea persons, Ludb of
this prouvp will come & well orgenizea chursh - it ray even have
an o¥fieial howrd. Yobt, not one in the entire villuge can reud,
vhey wre or the nnioucheblesS wnd wsewsgcly kuow thot they have a
soul, J&y loborere, working for cn wverage of &li cens < uawy,
they nevce nsve vnough to sd.,

SOV ©ovecclie. ie seunt o the village. e procss. LB oLV
ant aizricult, but greevdlly these poor, ignorant people learn
The mcwning of JShristisn fellowship. They wderstand that they
sre 4 Christin baid, From this point thelr development is
nore delfinite., 4 place of worstip ie established, &Yhls nwy be
just o small raisea pluce in the upen, with the Cross lifled
ror 411l 10 see. Aumble und crude, it ig & pluace of worship, und
is sacred o the villager.

Aru 890 the orpurnization jrows. The miscionsry, the old,
cld story, the Little group of ignorant villugers, the yewrning
to iuow mors, the teacher, tine wnd the development of the Lu-
dividual, then lc'l the miracle - = church comes into beiud,

It is to sueh worchuLile work thal the atners wye Slving
their lives. Thoy Sive with williing, ocupable, ond spirituzldly
guided hunus undé fest end bradns, «nd the material with which
they auild is 1.0% veiex oeud stone une wood, Lut an imperishoble
matesicl kot ooes indo the builaing of Christisa character of

human be inpgs,

dre, saner i.a  Teduaie of Leusy College of Lpring.ield,

Jissourd, .., class of L2ll. Lle wos wlveady ou the fislid

RSN lui. WUNGL 4T £ivea, NeVing beilod i July 1913 ws g amigsionary
of tho Jomn's Foreigon .dssionery Society. Although, she 16

Trom Lids Lonrl, she necdes 10 outsider To convince her lhul Lhe
should p.rry M. Avurer when he vERed her three yours later, !
There usse bhice woys in the Auner Fumily - Pgomss, ~hilip, «nd |
Cecil. 111 thiees wore Lovnm I Tddld. i

November 18, 1932
LIAN
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Dispateches fyon Now Delhi, India, reporl that Lieub. Thomas Auner,

son of 4he Rev. and M¥rs, 0. ¥. Auner, missionsyies of the Hebhodlst Church

[l

in the Central Proviices, india, has bcaa decorated wibh the Distinguished
e fop his work in fiviag supplizs o China over the Himaleya

i 0 be the mosgt dengerous air route in the

ndla and e cendidate for missicnmary service
- Trsngport Comwnd. The awerd vas given,

tation, for Mostracrdintiy schievament by participating

heavily loaded bransport elrplanes through the

i more bhan Tifty fAights io ila

corbat woncs of Upper Rercm, Eurad snd soushmest China, where enemy interceps
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Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are
available upon request.
For more information
please contact
research@gcah.org
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