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MISS HARRIET L. AYRES was born near Hillsboro, 
Ohio, March 18, 1864· At fifteen years of age Miss Ayres 
united with the Methodist Church at her home where her 
parents and six brothers and sisters were already members. 
Later this church \Vas disbanded and Miss Ayrr;s, grown indif­
ferent to church matters, did not take ner letter with her parents 
to the church immediately ·in Hillsboro. At last in 1892 her 
interest was again aroused on.the second Sabbath of Decem­
ber through the sermon of her pastor. Dr. ~etchum, and she 
felt a clear, strpng call to foreign missions .. ;But Miss Ayres 
had determined not to obey this call; there seemed something 
fanatical to her in a girl's leaving family and friends for work 
in distant lands, and when Miss Lovd, now her beloved co­
worker in Mexico, gave herself to the· foreign field. Miss Ayres 
wondered at such a lack of wisdom in one she had e\·er ad­
mire<l. In the Spring of 1883 she taught school an<l returm;cl 

to her high school work in the Antnmn. At length in the ;-\ew 
Year'. 1884, she gaye up the nnhappy struggle, and hy the chair 
~t which her mother had tanght her her childish prayers, prom­
ised God she would <lo the \York for which she was needed 
wherever it should be. :\fter another period of summer teach'. 
ing, she entered Hillsboro Female Seminarv of which l\Iiss 
Loyd's father was President, and in Decembe.r, 1886, she went 
to l\Iexico under the auspices of the Cincinnati Branch. In the 
January Conference she was appointed as assistant of i\liss 
Loyd in l'IIexico, where she is now doing noble and successful 
work. A few months in 18•JO and 1893 han~ bc'cn spent in her 
own countn·. 
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2\l!SS H . .\HRIET L. AYRES was born near Hillsboro, 
Ohio, lllard1 18, 1864. :\t fifteen years of age 2\liss :\yres 
united 11ith th<.: 2\Jcthocli;:t Church at h<'r home where her 
parents and :;ix brothrr« and sister:; "l'rr alr<'ady member,, 
Later this church \\·as cli:;hamletl and 2\li::s Ayres, gro\\'n inclif­
ferent to church matters, clicl not take her letter \\"ith her parents 
to the church immediately in Hill,horo. At last in 1892 her 
1!1ff\'l"PC' .. n•"lC' "')rT"111, ,..,..,...,.,<'n1l •)•· ·~,,.. ",,~~ .. ~,1 C' .... l~h..-,d, ~~r T*),..,.,..n, 
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1 ;, S('n1l J>i<"1111·1· t'1·on1 \\'hirh "C'111" ("Hn b0 :\Jach· l'l :\l\.·. 

1'. Js thi..; Ex!rn<"t fro111 the ··non ('all'' ('orr1·<'1 so 1-~nr as it Gor-s? .. 

:1-.JISS HARRIET L. AYRES was born near Hillsboro, 
Ohio, March 18, 1864. At fifteen years of age :.\liss Ayres 
united with the l\Iethodist Church at her home where her 
parents and six brothers and sisters \\<:'re already members. 
Later this church \\':ts disbanded an cl i\I iss :\yres, grown inclii­
ferent to church matters, did not take her letter with her parents 
to the church immediately in Hillsboro. At last in 1892 her 
intf'rpct '":'>:' ~g:ii1-. ~:0~·"':'~! ·1;.: -:

1
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h<:'r through the "ennon of her pastor, Ur. Ketchum. and she 
felt a clear, strong call to fore:gn missions. But i\Iiss Ayres 
hacl <leterminecl not to obev this call; there seemed somethin" 
fanatical to her in a girl's feaving familY and friends for \\'Ork 
in distant lancls. and when :.\!is~ Lonf. n(J\\' her hcloYecl co­
worker in Mexico, gave herself to the foreign field. :.\liss .\yres 
wonclerecl at such a lack of \\'isdom in one she had e\·rr ad­
mired. In the Spring 11f 1883 she taught scho1il ancl 1·eturnl'd 
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to her high scho1)l \1<irk in the .\111111nn. .\t len;.;th in thl' :\''" 
)'l'ar, J~FCJ, ~ht.' ga\'t.' \1}) 1hc 11nh.q'11.' .:.trll~;..!lf'. a;1d )),·the ch:tir 
?' \\'h~ch hrr 111•)tlwr hacl 1111;::·ht h .. r lwr childi:<h pra>·er<. prom­
'""<! l111cl she \\<Htld .J,. the \\• rk i·•r \\'l11d1 ,;hl' \\3:' needed. 
:\'11ere\·er it should be. .\itt'I' :tn•'tll<'r pl'riocJ o)f "tlmnh'I' tcach­
lllg, <he entrrr<l I-lill..;!J,,r,, h'mak :'eminarY oi \\'hirh :\Iiss 
Lo>·d's father \\as Prl'sid .. 111. and 111 Dt'C<'mbc.r. 1XX(i, >he went 
to :'llexico under thl' au:'pke,; oi th, l ·incinnati 1:rand1 In the 
January Conference :<lw \\'as app .. intecl a< a,,i,1ant oi :\!is<. 
Loyd in :\ll'xico. \\'here she is no\\' doing- nnblc' and sncc<:'ssfnl 
\\'Ork. !\few months in 1X110 an•I 1Xq3 haY<' he(·n <pent in her 
0\\ 11 cc11111try. 
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to return hon1c for rccnp:..·rati01. ._ 
!\I ISS (;RACE STEPJ-TE::\S is <1n Eurasian bYbirth an<l \\'as 

di:-ro,·ered In· Dr. and \Ir:•. Rwli<ill in their \\'<)rk in \la<lra<. 
ln :~q)rtl. 1XX<i. :!\lie:~ S1epl1e11~ 1,._.gdn \Y(H11an·~:.. \•;or!: 1!1 tha\ 
g1«·at city an<l ha< d<'\'t'lnp<"<l into an i<leal 111issi0nan'. It is 
\Ii« S1,•plwns \\'110 n"t onl\ ha' f .. 1m•l \\onwn hl•hincl ·the pnr­
dah. but persuaded them in mam· case< to cnme out. .\fter 
,,·orking· some time she heca1ne. a rk:i-·.,ne,<. anrl in 011r 
lkacon('« I lom<' in \laclra' i- ,].,i11~ i1n.1h1al•k \\•)l'l;, Tkr 

/'///.' /!U/,/. l',t /./.. 

H'r\'ant, she C'Scape<l "ith h11t a >light \\·oun<l ir• •111 a terrible 
death. Th<' nenous ,;hoc', an<l th<' experience .,j the iollu\\ ing 
da~ ~. made it a<h'isable tbt ,hl' return home a,; suon as pm.­
sibk. Sht reachecl this conntry in September, 1895, for a 
~·C'ar's furlough, 1loing l'~.(l'lknt M'rYice as a speaker in the 
home field during her sojourn in _\merica. 

\I !SS ELLA C. SH:\\\' oi :'.\lorrisYillc, ln<l.. sailed for 
~anking, China. June 2.J, 188/, under the auspices of the 
l'\orth\\'cstern Branch. After fi,·c \'C'ars of C\'angelistic scr\'ice 
she returned to this countrr, spending most oi her time i•1 the 
Chicago Training Sc hnol. S<'pt. 1 /, 180~. ~he rcturne• I to 
t .. - ~ 1 -1 """ ot \lanking, \\·here associa~<'<l \\'ith !\Iiss :'.\litd1ell 



see 

T 
.U• 



Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are

available upon request. 
For more information

please contact
research@gcah.org 

mailto:research@gcah.org

	326_002
	326_004
	326_006
	326_008
	326_009
	326_010
	326_011
	326_012
	326_013
	326_014

