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« THE
AWAKENING OF CHINA

Civilization arises from the interchange of com-
merce, of ideas, and of ideals. As water is the oldest
and still the cheapest means of communication, civili-
zation springs up in connection with rivers and lakes
and oceans. The earliest stage of civilization, before
men were able to cross the great seas, was the civili-
zation of the river basins. Witness the civilization of Stages of
Egypt along the Nile, of Babylonia and Assyria along Civilization
the Tigris and the Euphrates, of China along the
Yangtse-kiang and the Hoang-ho. The second stage
of civilization arose when men were able to cross the
“Great Sea” of the Bible. Witness the civilization of
Greece and Rome, of Carthage and Macedonia and of
Palestine around the Mediterranean. The third and
modern stage of civilization was inaugurated when
Columbus crossed the Atlantic and discovered a new
world. Witness the civilization of Spain and Portugal,
of France and Holland, of Germany and England,
upon the eastern side, and of Canada, the United
' States and South America upon the western side of
f the Atlantic. The fourth and the final stage of civili-
' zation upon our globe is that which is rapidly taking

shape around the Pacific Ocean. More than five hun-
dred million people already live in the Pacific basin.
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2 The Awakening of China

The problem whicli confronts us 15, What conimerce,
what race, what language, what civilization, what
religion shall become dominant in the world neighbor-
hood gathering around the Pacific Ocean in the
twentieth century?

The United States and China

In the problem of the twentieth century, the United
States and China bulk large—the United States
because of her long line of sca coast on the Pacific,
her high industrial and comniercial development, her
enormous wealth, her energy, and the inevitable
increase of her population along the Pacific Coast.
The completion of the Panama Canal will put the
entire United States, including the Atlantic Coast,
three thousand miles nearer China than is Europe.
The Christian faith which we very imperfectly repre-
sent may nevertheless through us become dominant in
the Pacific basin.

China bulks large because she now has a popula-
tion of 437,000,000~—three-fourths the people of the
Pacific basin—whose industry, energy, economy, perse-
verance, and fruitfulness make them the Anglo-
Saxons of the Orient. China sustains this immense
population wholly by farming and such crude manu-
facturing as can be carried on by hand. China is just
beginning to accept modern inventions and to intro-
duce modern machinery; and with far the largest and
toughest, most industrious and most economical labor-
it}g class on our globe, an era of vast industrial expan-
sion is immediately before her. Morcover, China is
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now beginning to construct railroads and to open the
largest and finest coal and iron mines thus far known
to man, Baron Richtofen, after a laborious investi-
gation of many years, submitted to the German govern-
ment a three-volume report of the coal and iron
resources of China, showing that they are the finest
in the world. IHe found coal in fifteen of the eighteen
provinces examined by him; and in the province of
Shansi alone he reported enough coal to supply the
liuman race for several thousand years. Side by side
with these supplies of coal, Baron Richtofen found
vast supplies of iron ore. The German government was
so amazed by the Baron’s reports that an expert com-
mission was sent fo China in 1897 to reéxamine his
data, and this commission fully verified Baron Rich-
tofen’s estimates. It was the discovery of these mar-
velous resources of China which led to the greedy
attempts of European powers to divide the empire—
attempts which led to the Boxer uprising and which
were frustrated largely by the statesmanship of Secre-
tary Hay and the power of the United States. Surely
a population of 437,000,000 in a compact territory sus-
tained by agriculture alone is a phenomenon un-
matched by any other country on our globe.

If the United States had reached her present popu-
lation of eighty million by agriculturc alone and had
not entered upon the use of machinery for manu-
facturing, and had not yet touched her magnificent
coal and iron deposits, you can see the splendid growth
which would yet await us. Hence Dr. Arthur Smith
maintains that with reforestation, the adoption of
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4 The Awakening of China

scientific agriculture, the introduction of manufactur-
ing by machinery, and the exploitation of the mineral
resources of the empire, China can produce at least
twice as much as she is producing today. Dr. Ernst
FFaber, one of the ablest authorities on China, thinks
that the cmpire will double her present population.
I certainly hope the population in China will not
double, but T believe that China will easily double her
resources, when she resorts to the reforestation of her
hills and adds manufacturing and mining to her agri-
cultural industry. DBesides, the Malay Archipelago is
occupied by a weaker race which disappears before
the Chinese as the American Indians disappeared
before the white man. Ience C. H. Pcarson esti-
mates that these islands with an area equal to half of
Enrope can support two hundred million people in
addition to their present population and, with all recent
students of the Far East, believes that this new popu-
lation will be recruited largely from the overflow of
the Chinese empire. We may also anticipate an
expansion of the Chinese into the four new provinces
which have recently been added to the empire in
Manchuria and Turkestan, to the extent of anotlier
one hundred million. We took our estimate of 437,-
000,000 from that conscrvative Lnglish publication,
“The Statesman’s Year Book.” If we supplement its
report based on the censns of 1902, by the report of the
Imperial Customs service for 1905, we have a popula-
tion of 451,000,000. \When we add to this the over-
flow of the Chinese into the Malay Archipelago in the
south and into Manchuria and Turkestan in the north,
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and add to this the increase in the empire itself which
the addition of mining and manufacturing will assure
them, we are amazed at the problem that confronts
us; and we arc forced to recognize that the Chinese
may not be sccond cven to the people of the United
States in  determining what commerce, langnage,
civilization, and religion shall become dominant in the
world neighborhiood now gathering around the Pacific.
We have thus bricfly stated the problem which con-
fronts western civilization at the opening of the
twentieth century.

My own conviction is clear that the United States
will dominate the civilization of this great nation, not
only on account of her geographical position, her
resources, and her energy; but also because the
Chinese themselves in breaking away from an ancient
civilization ean readily be led to accept a western,
Christian, Irotestant civilization, One can better
understand why the Chinese are turning to western
civilization by considering China’s deep and crying
needs.

Physical and Spiritual Needs of China

The horrible custom of foot Dbinding appealed
most to my thoughts before visiting the empire; and
indeed this custom is more terrible than one can well
imagine. It begins when the girl is four or five years
old; it is a slow process of torture, continuing through
vears until the foot is crushed ont of shape ; and during
the process, perhaps ten per cent of the victims die.
Think of 150,000,000 women suffering such torture
generation after generation! Dut as you visit China,
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you find that foot binding is only part of an entire sys-
tem of indescribable suffering and squalor. The fact
that although the Chinese first discovered the art of
printing, nevertheless only five per cent of the men and
but one woman in a thousand could read and write
when Protestantism was introduced into the empire,
and that a single newspaper, issued at irregular inter-
vals, with a circulation of perhaps five hundred copics
an issuc, sufliced for four hundred million people for
centuries, is a sufficient demonstration of the mental
condition of the people. The fact that the Chincse
have not infroduced machinery and make compara-
tively little use of animals, largely digging up their
ficlds by hand and carrying all their burdens in boats
or wheelbarrows or on their shoulders; the fact that
they live largely in houses built of mud, with dirt floors
and not a panc of window glass for one house in a
thousand ; the fact that great masses of the common
people are obliged to live on from two to four cents a
day; the almost universal prevalence of corruption in
the entire official life of the empire, and the terrible
nature and severity of the punishments inflicted for
crime—these and other facts convinee the careful
observer of the Chinese people of their terrible need
of the enlightening and ameliorating influences of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

But their spiritual neceds are cven dceper. Their
religion consists of a degrading belief in spirits, and of
altempts to placate evil spirits, The Chinese believe
that cach person has three souls or spirits, and that
at death, one of {hese spirits goes to the other world
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to be judged according to the decds done in the body;
another spirit tarries at the grave ncar the body; and
the third spirit dwells in the ancestral tablet (a bit of
wood about a foot long, two inches wide and a quarter
of an inch thick, upon which the name of the deccased
is painted) hung up in the home or in the ances-
tral hall. In case the survivors do not perform the
proper services at the graves and before the ancestral
tablets, these spirits are supposed to bring plagues,
diseases, drought, and other punishments upon the
family and the clan. IHence one universal form of
religion in China, ancestral worship, consists of the
most degrading superstition with reference to placa-
ting the spirits of the dead. The whole religious life
of the Chinese is made up of spirit worship. Every
form of physical disease is attributed to some evil spirit
in the body, and the prevailing form of medical prac-
tice is to strive to drive out this evil spirit by car-split-
ting noises, by the administration of nausecating drugs,
or by beating, cutting, bruising or burning the body.
Do you wonder that each hospital we have in China
has from ten to twenty thousand patients coming to
it each vear for relief? The daughter of the governor
of Honan died in 1905, and immediately the governor
ordered her favorife slave beaten to death in order
that the spirit of the slave might accompany his
daughter and minister to her in the other world. The
viceroy of the two Kwang Provinces recently ordered
a noted criminal beheaded and openly drank his blood
in order that he might become possessed of his cour-
age. Even Li Hung Chang, the Bismarck of China,
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during a flood at Tientsin in 1894, when a reptile took
refuge in a temple, publicly knelt and worshiped the
snake as the physical representative of the Great
Dragon. The fact that people, living upon from two
to four cents a day, will contribute from ten to twenty
per cent of their hard carnings to placate the spirits
is sufficient indication of the terrors to which the
Chinese are subjected through their superstitions.
Surely no man of humanitarian instincts can travel
through the Chinese empire amd witness the physical
sufferings, mental degradation, and spiritual super-
stitions of the people without feeling again and again
the appropriatencss of Chirist’s last command: “Go ye,
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations.”

The Religious Awakening of China

Let me begin at the beginning so far as my own
work is concerned. While preaching my first sermon
to the Chinese at Foochow in 1904, I thought I saw
a spirit of conviction growing i many hearts, and an
impression came over me that I ought to invite the
people to the altar at the close of the service. I
recalled at once the conservatism of the Chinese,
remembered {hat at the very spot where I was preach-
ing missionarics worked ten vears before they could
persuade a single Chinaman to be baptized, that Doctor
Morrison, the first Protestant missionary in China,
had worked twenty-seven vears to sccure three con-
verts wlio because they were in his employ were called
“rice Christians.”™ I had not mentioned to the experi-
enced missionarics the possibility of inviting the
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Chinese to the altar, for before the service I had not
dreamed of it myseclf. DBut gradually above all my
doubts, the conviction grew so strong that at last I
ventured in a timid manner to invite men to the altar.
I cannot describe the next hour, Suffice it to say that
before the services closcd some two hundred men
vere gathered around the altar and perhaps a2 hundred
women were kneeling in their section of the church—
all secking cither the pardon of their sins or the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. Since that first service, I
have appealed to the Chinese between one hundred and
thirty and one hundred and fifty times, in churches, in
heathen temples, or on the strects for an immediate
decision for Christ, and in every single case have
had respouses, varying in number from two or three
up to two hundred or more.

A deep and heart searching revival took place at
the Anglo-Chinese College, the Seminary for Women,
and the Girls’ School in Foochow in 1905. The
revival was characterized, as was the Wales Revival,
by personal confession of sins and personal pleading,
somctimes of fifty or a hundred persons at a time, for
forgiveness. The Rev. George W. Verity writes that
at the revival at Taian Jast winter, “cnough sins were
confessed to sink an empire.” Not only were these
revivals characterized by deep contrition and by the
confession of sin, but they were marked by remarkable
consecration. The revival at Hinghua, in the Hinghua
Conference, the revivals in Central China and West
China, and the revival at Changli and other places in
the Nortlh China Confcrence last winter bore these
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distinctive characteristics. The same was true of the
revivals in the Methodist Church South, and in other
Missions throughout the empire, At Peking Univer-
sity, the revivals of the last two winters have resulted
in one hundred and twenty-five young men on their
own initiative organizing themsclves into the first
Student Volunteer band in the empirc and consecrating
their lives to the redemption of China. This is the
most hopeful sign of self propagation of the faith in
China which the Christian church has thus far wit-
nessed. I do not think that there has been another
recent revival at any single point in America or in
Christendom which has swept one hundred and
twenty-five men into the ministry.

On first meeting the missionaries of our five con-
ferences in China and hearing reports of progress and
of possibilities, I asked the following question: “Pro-
vided the Church at home could double your number
and double the appropriations for schools, hospitals
and colleges, do you believe that you could win as
many more Chinese for Christ during the next four
years as you now have at the end of fifty-seven years
of labor in the empire?” In everv Conference, the
answer was unanimously in the affirmative. Several
of the missionaries said, “\We can enroll within a year
as many probationers as we now have mmembers if we
are willing to take the risk of baptizing seekers before
we can give them proper instruction or furnish them
Chinese preachers.” In the Fukien Province recently
the elders of a city of four or five thousand people
offered us their temiple for a school and for Christian
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scrvices, and asked for the baptism of the entire popula-
tion. Qur missionarics declined to baptize them, as
they are declining to baptize thousands of others,
because we cannot furnish them Christian ministers
and teachers, and baptism without instruction in the
new faith would prove a mere superstitious rite.

Doctor Griffith John celebrated the fiftieth anniver-
sary of his work in China in 1905. His judgment is
so highly esteemed in England that the London Times
sends its able correspondent, Mr. Morrison, to inter-
view him two or three times a year, and it gives his
opinions the widest publicity in its colummns and the
heartiest endorsement on its editorial page. Doctor
John said recently: “The change which has come over
China since the Boxer uprising is nothing less than a
revolution. Indeed, had this change been character-
ized by the bloodshed which has taken place in Russia
or by the excesses of the French Revolution, the eycs
of the world today would be, not upon Japan or
Russia, but upon China. It is ouly because the change
has been so quiet that it has escaped the attention of
the general public.” Doctor John adds that his great-
cst anxiety is not over the awakening of China, but
over the awakening of the churches in England and
America to the opportunities which now confront
them, He also makes the significant statement that
the church which appreciates the crisis that is now
upon us i1 China and pours men and money into the
empire most freely will enroll inquirers by tens of
thousands and become the leader of Chinese Chris-
tianity for all timc to come.
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Causes of the Awakening

That the attitude herein depicted denotes a marked
change in the Chinese, cveryone familiar with the
history of the empire will recognize. The war of
China with Japan in 1804-18gg and the casy victory
of the Japancse stirred the empire but scarcely
awakened her. The tour of Li Hung Chang around
the world, the influence of forecign trade and foreign
traders in China, the siczurc of Chinese territory by
foreign powers, the Boxer uprising of 1900, and the
triumph of Japan over Russia in 19og, have aroused
the nation to new life. Above all, the lofty tcaching
and self-sacrificing lives of missionaries for a hundred
years, the transformed lives of converts and the heroic
death during the Boxer uprising of ten thousand
Protestant Christians who chose martyrdom rather
than deny the Christ, are the chief causes of the favor-
able attitude of the Chinese toward Christianity at the
present time.

The Chinese reccived their first revelation of the
power and the self-restraint which Christ has brought
to Christian nations through the Boxer uprising. In
the Taiping rebellion of 1851-1865 the chief object
of the rebels was the capture of the capital. DBut
although the struggle lasted fourteen years and cost
twenty million lives, Peking was not captured and the
movement failed. It sccimed incredible to the Chinese
authoritics, therefore, that a mere handful of foreigners
should march from Tientsin to Deking in a few days
and captuire that great walled city on the day of their
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arrival. This manifestation of the power of the
forcigners was a revelation to them.

Again, it is the custom of the Chinese to conduct
war ruthlessly. \When cities were captured in the
Taiping rcbellion, cither by rebels or by government
troops, the palaces were looted, all the houses burned,
and the people outraged and slaughtered with horrible
mutilations. This ruthiless destruction of human life
together with famine and plague accounts for the loss
of twenty million people during the rebellion. The
Chinese expected similar slaughter to follow the cap-
ture of Pcking in 1900, Ilence, a Chinese family of
thirteen, learning that the soldiers had entered the
city, hastily gathered their furniture and treasures
into the middle of the house, set fire to their property,
and commanded the servants to dig a grave in the yard
with the utmost speed. Expecting the soldicers at any
moment, the thirteen members of the fanily huddled
together in the grave and called upon the servants to
bury them alive. The members of this household and
hundreds of others were thus driven to suicide and tens
of thousands to exile by their dread of foreign capture.
Hence when the Allied Troops almost universally pre-
served the lives and the property of the Pekingese, the
Chinese were as much amazed at the mercy as at the
power of the Christian nations. They argued with
reason that Western peoples are no better by nature
than themselves, and that our power and our humanity
were due to our science and our religion.

The third cause of the awakening of China is
Christianity and especially the display of Christian
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heroism by the Chinese martyrs. Men frequently ask
me as to the effect of the gospel upon the Chinese. In
a word, it has the same effect upon the Chinese as upon
any other people to whom it is presented. The power
of Christ to save the Chinaman depends upon the com-
pleteness of the Chinaman’s surrender to the Master
and the fullness of his reception of the Holy Spirit. In
general I think we may say that the young people in
China make a much greater surrender in order to
accept Christ than do young people in America. They
must break with ancestor worship and refuse to con-
tribute to the support of the idols, and this brings upon
them the opposition, and often the persecution of their
families, provided their families are not Christians,
and the opposition and persecution of the clan to which
they belong, embracing the larger part of the com-
munity in which they live. Hence, upon the whole,
the decision to become a Christian costs a greater
cffort and is less frequently abandoned in China than
in America. In every Conference which our church
has in China—the Foochew, Hinghua, North China,
Central China and West China~—we have several cases
of young men cntering the ministry at from one half
to oue tenth the salaries which tliey were offered to
enter upan business careers. Surely here is a reason-
able test of self-sacrifice upon the part of our Chinese
ministers. At the outbreak of the Boxer uprising,
the Chinese Christians warned the missionaries and
repeated their warning so carnestly that every single
missionary of our church escaped to Tientsin or
Peking and was saved alive. Upon the contrary, the
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Chinese who remained behind bore the brunt of the
persecution. The Boxer uprising broke out almost
immediately following the close of our North China
Conference. One of our most faithful pastors,
Brother Ch'en, had hastened back to his church to
resume his pastoral labors. Ie and his family were
caught by the Boxers, and one by one, the father, the
mother, the son, and two daughters were offered the
privilege of recanting and renouncing Jesus, and upon
their refusal wcere put to death. At the 1905 session of
the North China Conference, one of their surviving
sons, who was saved by being in school at Peking
at the time of the uprising, and who was in 10904
the pastor of our excellent Asbury Church in Peking,
the leading church in the Conference, begged me to
send him from JPeking to the old church where his
father and mother and brother and sisters were killed
in order that he might preach the gospel to those who
had murdered his parents; and I complied with his
request. At Tsunhua, sixty or seventy miles north-
cast of Pcking, the Boxers broke into our compound
in less than half an hour after our missionaries had
escaped, and immediately set the buildings on fire.
They caught our Chinese pastor and chained him to
a stone lion in the temple arca, where he was sur-
rounded by friends all night long, begging him to
renounce the Jesus. All night long he replied that he
cottld not deny the Christ who had saved him, and he
preached Jesus as a personal Saviour to {he crowds
surrounding him. Toward daylight the crowd in-
creased to four or five thousand, and in a mad rush,
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the Mecthodist preacher’s heart was literally torn from
his body before he ccascd to breathe. Others in Tsun-
hua did not farc so well. Two Chincse teachers in our
girls’ school werc caught and begged to recant. They
steacfastly refused, and at last the Doxers with an old
axe slowly chopped off the feet of one of them and
then killed her with a sword. The other they wrapped
in cotton, poured kerosene oil over her, set her on fire
and burned her alive. Nor did the Doxers rest with the
leaders. One hundred and sixty-three men and women
at Tsunhua suffered martyrdom rather than deny the
faith. And so ten thousand Protestant Christians wit-
nessed a good confession and their names are high on
God’s head rolf of the saints with the names of Peter
and Paul and Stephen and the noble band that suf-
fered martyrdom in the Roman LEmpire, whose blood
proved to be the sced of the church. Surely no one
acquainted with the history of the Boxer uprising in
China will ever again hurl at the Chinese the cpithet
“rice Christians.”

The revelation which the Boxer uprising afforded
(1) of the power of Christian nations, (2) of their
humanity, and (3) of the heroism of Christian martyrs
accounts for the favorable attitude of the Chinese
today toward the gospel of Jesus Christ.

General Awakening of the Empire

But does not the Boxer uprising and especially the
unrest which characterizes China, make missionary
work unsafe and unfruitful? There is indeed unrest in
China, and missionary work may he attended with some
degree of risk {o the missionaries. DBut the Lienchou,

Shanghai, and Nanchang riots, were, each, due to a
local cause, while the boycott of American goods was
due to the guilds, stimulated by the modern news-
papers of China, and its striking success furnishes an
indication of the awakening of the cmpire.

China’s present unrest is no more a recrudescence
of Boxerism than the revolution now taking place in
Russia is a fresh manifestation of the old-time auto-
cratic tyranny, suppressing frec speech and freedom
of conscience in the Russian Empire. The DBoxer
movement was in the hands of old men; the present
unrest in China is fomented by young men. Boxerisin
was cxceedingly loyal to the existing dynasty; the
present movement is critical, sometimes hostile, to the
reigning dynasty. Doxerism was an attempt to push
Enropeans and Americans out of China and lcave
China undisturbed in her civilization three thousand
vears old; the present movement is an aitempt to
modify the existing civilization and bring China out
as a modern nation.

The most striking fact in modern history is the
awakening of China during the last five years. Dr.
Arthur Smith said before a body of missionaries in
1905 that China had made more progress in the pre-
ceding five years than any other nation npon the face
of the globe. He did not mean that China had ad-
vanced her ouiput of coal and iron or had constructed
more miles of railroad than the United States but he
meant that China had made a far more profound
change in her attitude toward modern civilization than
had the United States or Japan or any other nation in
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the world during the same period. A few days after
Dr. Smith’s address, I asked Sir Robert Ilart, the ablest
Englishman in China, if Ire accepted Dr, Smith’s view.
He replied: “It is substantially correct. Let me put
the matter in my own language. During the first
forty-five ycars of my residence in China the empire
scemed to be, so far as the influence of foreign nations
was concerned, a closed room without a breath of air
from the outside world reaching us. 1 could not see
that the Chinese were in the least conscious that any
other nation upon the face of the globe existed. Upon
the contrary, during the last five ycars, every door and
window has been opened and the breezes from all
parts of the carth have been blowing through China.
We may expect occasional thunder storms and pos-
sibly even typhoons may sweep the empire; but China
will never again go back to the condition which she
occupicd before the Boxer uprising.” On another
occasion Sir Robert Hart wrote in substance that
China’s only hope in the present crisis is such a revival
of Christianity among western nations as shall lead
them to evangelize the empire.

In proof of these statements by Dr. Smith and Sir
Robert iart is the fact that five years ago there were
from one to two hundred post offices for all China;
now there are seventeen hundred post offices. Another
indication is the fact that there were three newspapers
published in Ticentsin four vears ago, whereas there are
twenty-one newspapers in that city today. In Peking
ten daily papers are published, among them one daily
paper for women. This marvelous increase of news-
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paper circulation is characteristic of all leading cities of
the empire.

A yet more spectacular change is the edict of the
Empress Dowager that while all present gradu-
ates of the old system of examinations shall remain
eligible for office, the future officials of the empire must
be chosen from men familiar with Western learning.
Thus the Dowager Empress in 1906 issues the identi-
cal decrece which the young Emperor issucd in 1898
and which was onc of the causes of the Boxer uprising.
A more far-reaching indication of progress than this
recent decrec of the Dowager Empress is the fact that
Yuan Shih Kai, the most energetic and progressive
viceroy in the empire, has established over five thou-
sand schools in a single province within recent years,
into which he is endecavoring to introduce the Western
learning. This is but an indication of the educa-
tional reform which is sweeping the empire. Some
15,000 Chinesc students went to Tokyo, Japan, during
1906 in order to master the Western learning.
The Young Men’s Christian Association sent to Tokyo
the Rev. Burton St. John, one of our China mission-
aries, and several IEnglish-speaking Chinese Christians,
to establish headquarters among the Chinese, and to
afford these voung men who are away from home an
opportunity to learn English and to accept Christianity
along with the Western learning. Indeed among all
progressive Chinese students the demand for English
is as great as the desire for Western learning. Possibly
God is not going to wait for the missionaries single-
handed to transform this great empire. Just as the
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Greek language, adopted by Alexander, transformed
the civilization of Western Asia, just as the Latin
language, accepted by the Northern conquerors, car-
ried latin Christianity and Roman civilization over
Europe, so the English language may carry Protestant
Christianity over the Chinese empire.

Since writing the above, word has come from China
that Chang Chih Tung, the viceroy of the lHupeh and
Hunan Provinces, has issued a decree proclaiming that
the permanence of Chinese civilization is due to the
fact that the education of her official class has been
based upon the Confucian classics for over 2,000 years.
He recogmizes, however, that \Vestern nations dis-
played some strange power in capturing Peking, and
strange self-restraint in not looting and destroying the
city, which the Chinese do not exercise or possess. This
is not, in his judgment, due to any inherent superiority
of Western peoples, but to the fact that they have
some source of enlightenment and strength which the
Chinese do not yet possess. He attributes this superi-
ority of Western civilization to the Bible ; and he there-
fore issues a decree that among the 58,000,000 peo-
ple over whom he rules, the New Testament henceforth
shall be taught side by side with the Confucian classics.
When before has a heathen ruler issuced a decree that
the New Testament shall be taught by heathen teachers
among 58,000,000 heathen people? But even surpass-
ing this enlightened proclamation is the imperial
decree recently issued advising the observance of the
Christian Sabbath by the 437,000,000 Chinese. The
decree at present can only prove a dead letter, But no
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similar decrees have been issued since the days when
Constantine adopted Christianity as the religion of the
Roman Empire.

The Opportunity

We must expect reactions in China—such reactions
as follow rapid advances in all other countries. The
conservatives never die, and least of all will the conser-
vatives of that conservative empire disappear forever.
But whatever reactions come, China can never sink
back into her former lethargy. She is today where
Japan was thirty years ago. She is emerging into
modern civilization. The awakening of China means
in a word that one half of all that is left of the
heathen world, and that by far the stronger half, is
now open to the Gospel. It is for the churches of
America and Europe to say whether this civilization
shall be cast in Christian or materialistic molds.

Considering the problem which confronts us as to
the civilization and the religion of the Pacific Basin,
the deep and trying needs of the Chinese, the religious
awakening which has conie to many, the character of
Chinese Christians, and the strange general awaken-
ing of the empire, the opportunity which confronts the
Christian Church in China today is unmatched by any
opportunity which has confronted Christendom since
the days of the Reformation, if not indeed since the
days when the Master trod the earth.

China and
Modern
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Civilization arises from the interchange of com-
merce, of ideas, and of ideals, As water is the oldest
and still the cheapest means of communication, civili-
zation springs up in connection with rivers and lakes
and oceans. The earliest stage of civilization, before
men were able to cross the great seas, was the civili-
zation of the river basins. Witness the civilization of
Egypt along the Nile, of Babylonia and Assyria along
the Tigris and the Euphrates, of China along the
Yangtse-kiang and the Hoang-ho. The second stage
of civilization arose when men were able to cross the
“Great Sea” of the Bible. Witness the civilization of
Greece and Rome, of Carthage and Macedonia and of
Palestine around the Mediterranean. The third and
modern stage of civilization was inaugurated when
Columbus crossed the Atlantic and discovered a new
world. Witness the civilization of Spain and Portugal,
of France and Holland, of Germany and England,
upon the eastern side, and of Canada, the United
States and South America upon the western side of
the Atlantic. The fourth and the final stage of civili-
zation upon our globe is that which is rapidly taking
shape around the Pacific Ocean. More than five lun-
dred million people already live in the Pacific basin.

Stages of
Civilization
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The problem which confrants us is, What commerce,
what race, what language, what civilization, what
religion shall become dominant in the world neighbor-
hood gathering around the Pacific Ocean in the
twentieth century?

The United States and China

In the problem of the twentieth century, the United
States and China Dbulk large—the United States
because of her long line of sca coast on the Pacific,
her high industrial and commercial development, her
enormous wealth, her energy, and the inevitable
increase of her population along the Pacific Coast.
The completion of the Panama Canal will put the
entire United States, including the Atlantic Coast,
three thousand miles nearer China than is Europe.
The Christian faith whicl we very imperfectly repre-
sent may nevertheless through us become dominant in
the Pacific basin.

China Dulks large because she now has a popula-
tion of 437,000,000—three-fourths the people of the
Pacific basin—whose industry, energy, economy, perse-
verance, and fruitfulness make them the Anglo-
Saxons of the Orient. China sustains this immense
population wholly by farming and such crude manu-
facturing as can be carried on by hand. China is just
beginning to accept modern inventions and to intro-
duce modern machinery; and with far the largest and
toughest, most industrious and most economical labor-
ing class on our globe, an era of vast industrial expan-
sion is immediately before lier. Moreover, China is
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now beginning to construct railroads and to open the
largest and finest coal and iron mines thus far known
to man. DBaron Richtofen, after a laborious investi-
gation of many years, submitted to the German govern-
ment a three-volume report of the coal and iron
resources of China, showing that they are the finest
in the world. He found coal in fifteen of the eighteen
provinces examined by him; and in the province of
Shansi alone he reported enough coal to supply the
human race for several thousand years. Side by side
with tliese supplies of coal, Baron Richtofen found
vast supplies of iron ore. The German government was
so amazed by the Baron’s reports that an expert com-
mission was sent to China in 1897 to reéxamine his
data, and this commission fully verified Baron Rich-
tofen’s estimates. It was the discovery of these mar-
velous resources of China which led to the greedy
attemipts of Earopean powers to divide the empire—
attcmpts which led to the Boxer uprising and which
were frustrated largely by the statesmanship of Secre-
tary Hay and the power of the United States. Surely
a population of 437,000,000 in a compact territory stis-
tained by agriculture alone is a phenomenon un-
matched by any other country on our globe.

If the United States had reached her present popu-
lation of eighty million by agriculture alone and had
not entered upon the use of machinery for manu-
facturing, and had not yet touched hcr magnificent
coal and iron deposits, you can scc the splendid growth
which would yet await us. [Hence Dr. Arthur Smith
maintains that with reforestation, the adoption of
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scientific agriculture, the introduction of manufactur-
ing by machinery, and the exploitation of the mineral
resources of the empire, China can produce at least
twice as much as she is producing today. Dr. Ernst
Faber, one of the ablest authorities on China, thinks
that the empire will double her present population.
I certainly hope the population in China will not
double, but I believe that China will easily double her
resources, when she resorts to the reforestation of her
hills and adds manufacturing and mining to her agri-
cultural industry. Besides, the Malay Archipelago is
occupied by a weaker race which disappears before
the Chinese as the American Indians disappeared
before the white man. Hence C. H. Pearson esti-
mates that these islands with an area equal to half of
Europe can support two hundred million people in
addition to their present population and, with all recent
students of the FFar East, believes that this new popu-
lation will be recruited largely from the overflow of
the Chinese empire. We may also anticipate an
expansion of the Chinese into the four new provinces
which have recently been added to the empire in
Manchuria and Turkestan, to the extent of another
one hundred million, We took our estimate of 437,-
000,000 from that conservative English publication,
“The Statesman’s Year Book.” If we supplement its
report based on the census of 1902, by the report of the
Imperial Customs service for 1gos, we have a popula-
tion of 451,000,000 When we add to this the over-
flow of the Chinese into the Malay Archipelago in the
south and into Manchuria and Turkestan in the north,

——
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and add to this the increase in the empire itself which
the addition of mining and manufacturing will assure
them, we are amazed at the probiem that confronts
us; and we arc forced to recognize that the Chinese
may not be second even to the people of the United
States in determining what commerce, language,
civilization, and religion shall become dominant in the
world neighborhood now gathering around the Pacific.
We have thus briefly stated the problem which con-
fronts western civilization at the opening of the
twentieth century,

My own conviction is clear that the United States
will dominate the civilization of this great nation, not
only on account of her geographical position, her
resources, and her energy; but also because the
Chinese themselves in breaking away from an ancient
civilization can readily be led to accept a western,
Christian, Protestant civilization. One can better
understand why the Chinese are turning to western
civilization by considering China’s deep and crying
needs.

Physical and Spiritual Needs of China

The horrible custom of foot binding appealed
most to my thoughts before visiting the empire; and
indeed this custom is more terrible than one can well
imagine. It begins when the girl is four or five years
old; it is a slow process of torture, continuing through
years until the foot is crushed out of shape; and during
the process, perhaps ten per cent of the victims die.
Think of 150,000,000 women suffering such torture
generation after generation! Dut as you visit China,
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you find that foot binding is only part of an entire sys-
tem of indescribable suffering and squalor. The fact
that although the Chinese first discovered the art of
printing, nevcrtheless only five per cent of the men and
but one woman in a thousand could read and write
when Protestantism was introduced into the empire,
and that a single newspaper, issued at irregular inter-
vals, with a circulation of perhaps five hundred copies
an issue, sufticed for four hundred million people for
centuries, is a sufficient demonstration of the mental
condition of the people. The fact that the Chinese
have not introduced machinery and make compara-
tively little use of animals, largely digging up their
fields by hand and carrying all their burdens in boats
or wheelbarrows or on their shoulders; the fact that
they live largely in houses built of mud, with dirt floors
and not a pane of window glass for one house in a
thousand; the fact that great masses of the common
people are obliged to live on from two to four cents a
day; the almost universal prevalence of corruption in
the entire official life of the empire, and the terrible
nature and severity of the punishments inflicted for
crime—these and other facts convince the careful
obscrver of the Chinese people of their terrible need
of the enlightening and ameliorating influences of the
gospel of Jesus Christ,

But their spiritual needs are even deeper. Their
religion consists of a degrading belief inn spirits, and of
atterapts to placate evil spirits. The Chinese believe
that each person has three souls or spirits, and that
at death, one of these spirits goes to the other world

-y —
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to be judged according to the deeds done in the body;
another spirit tarries at the grave near the body; and
the third spirit dwells in the ancestral tablet (a bit of
wood about a foot long, two inches wide and a quarter
of an inch thick, upon which the name of the deceased
is painted) hung up in the home or in the ances-
tral hall. In case the survivors do not perform the
proper services at the graves and before the ancestral
tablets, these spirits are supposed to bring plagues,
diseases, drought, and other punishments upon the
family and the clan, Hence one universal form of
religion in China, ancestral worship, consists of the
most degrading superstition with reference to placa-
ting the spirits of the dead. The whole religious life
of the Chincse is made up of spirit worship. Ewery
form of physical disease is attributed to some evil spirit
in the body, and the prevailing form of medical prac-
tice is to strive to drive out this evil spirit by ear-split-
ting noises, by the administration of nauseating drugs,
or by beating, cutting, bruising or burning the body.
Do you wonder that each hospital we have in China
has from ten to twenty thousand patients coming to
it each year for relief? The daughter of the governor
of Honan died in 1905, and immediately the governor
ordered her favorite slave beaten to death in order
that the spirit of the slave might accompany his
daughter and minister to her in the other world. The
viceroy of the two Kwang Provinces recently ordered
a noted criminal beheaded and openly drank his blood
in order that he might become possessed of his cour-
age. Even Li Hung Chang, the Bismarck of China,
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during a flood at Tientsin in 18g4, when a reptile took
refuge in a temple, publicly knelt and worshiped the
snake as the physical representative of the Great
Dragon. The fact that people, living upon from two
to four cents a day, will contribute from ten to twenty
per cent of their hard earnings to placate the spirits
is sufficient indication of the terrors to which the
Chinese are subjected through their superstitions.
Surely no man of humanitarian instincts can travel
through the Chincse empire and witness the physical
sufferings, mental degradation, and spiritual super-
stitions of the people without feeling again and again
the appropriateness of Christ’s last command: “Go ye,
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations.”

The Religious Awakening of China

Let me begin at the beginning so far as my own
work is concerncd. While preaching my first sermon
to the Chinese at IFoochow in 1904, I thought I saw
a spirit of conviction growing in many hearts, and an
impression camec over me that I ought to invite the
people to the altar at the close of the service. I
recalled at once the conservatism of the Chinesc,
remembered that at the verv spot where I was preach-
ing missionaries worked ten vears before they could
persuade a single Chinaman to be baptized, that Doctor
Morrison, the first Protestant missionary in China,
had worked twentyv-seven years to secure three con-
verts who because they were in his employ were called
“rice Christians.” 1 had not mentioned to the experi-
enced missionaries the possibility of inviting the
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Chinese to the altar, for before the service 1 had not
dreamed of it myself. But gradually above all my
doubts, the conviction grew so strong that at last I
ventured in a timid manner to invite men to the altar.
I cannot describe the next hour. Suffice it to say that
before the services closed somie two hundred men
were gathered around the altar and perhaps a hundred
women were kneeling in their section of the church—
all secking either the pardon of their sins or the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. Since that first service, I
have appealed to the Chinese between one hundred and
thirty and one hundred and fifty times, in churches, in
heathen temples, or on the streets for an immediate
decision for Christ, and in every single case have
had responses, varying in number from two or three
up to two hundred or more.

A deep and-heart scarching revival took place at
the Anglo-Chinese College, the Seminary for Women,
and the Girls’ School in Foochow in r1905. The
revival was characterized, as was the Wales Revival,
by personal confession of sins and personal pleading,
sometimes of fifty or a hundred persons at a time, for
forgiveness. The Rev. George W. Verity writes that
at the revival at Taian last winter, “enough sins were
confessed to sink an empire.” Not only were these
revivals characterized by deep contrition and by the
confession of sin, but they were marked by remarkable
consecration. The rcvival at Hinghna, in the Hinghua
Conference, the revivals in Central China and West
China, and the revival at Changli and other places in
the North China Conference last winter bore these
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distinctive characteristics. The same was true of the
revivals in the Aethodist Church South, and in other
AMissions throughout the empire. At IPeking Univer-
sity, the revivals of the last two winters have resulted
in onc hundred and twenty-fSve young men on their
own initiative organizing themselves into the first
Student Volunteer band in the empire and consecrating
their lives to the redemption of China. This is the
most hopeful sign of sclf propagation of the faith in
China which the Christian church has thus far wit-
nessed. I do not think that there has been another
recent revival at any single point in America or in
Christendom which has swept onc hundred and
twenty-five men into the ministry.

On first meeting the missionarics of our five con-
ferences in China and hearing reports of progress and
of possibilities, I asked the following guestion: “Pro-
vided the Church at home could double your nunber
and double the appropriations for schools, hospitals
and colleges, do you belicve that you could win as
many more Chinese for Christ during the next four
years as you now have at the end of fifty-seven years
of labor in the empire? In every Conference, the
answer was unanimously in the affirmative. Several
af the missionaries said, “\Ve can enroll within a year
as many probationers as we now have members if we
are willing to take the risk of baptizing scekers before
we can give them proper instruction or furnish them
Chinese preachers.” In the IFukien Province recently
the elders of a city of four or five thousaud pcople
offered us their temple for a school and for Christian
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services, and asked for the baptism of the entire popula-
tion. Qur missionaries declined to baptize them, as
they are declining to baptize thousands of others,
because we cannot furnish them Christian ministers
and teachers, and baptism without instruction in the
new faith would prove a mere superstitious rite.

Doctor Griffith John celebrated the fiftieth anniver-
sary of his work in China in 1go5. His judgment is
so highly esteemed in England that the London Times
sends its able correspondent, Mr. Morrison, to inter-
vicw him two or three times a year, and it gives his
opinions the widest publicity in its columns and the
heartiest endorsement on its editorial page. Doctor
John said recently : “The change which has come over
China since the Boxer uprising is nothing less than a
revolution. Indeed, had this change been character-
ized by the bloodshed which has taken place in Russia
or by the excesses of the IFrench Revolution, the eyes
of the world today would De, not upon Japan or
Russia, but upon China. It is only because the change
has been so quict that it has escaped the attention of
the gencral public.” Doctor John adds that his great-
est anxiety is not over the awakening of China, but
over the awakening of the churches in Eungland and
America to the opportunities which now confront
them, MHe also makes the significant statement that
the chureh which appreciates the crisis that is now
upon us in China and pours men and money into the
empire most freely will enroll inquirers by tens of
thousands and become the leader of Chinese Chris-
tianity for all time to come.
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Causes of the Awakening

That the attitude herein depicted denotes a marked
change in the Chinese, everyone familiar with the
history of the empirc will recognize. The war of
China with Japan in 1894-1805 and the easy victory
of the Japanese stirred tlie empire but scarcely
awakened her. The tour of Li Hung Chang around
the world, the influence of foreign trade and foreign
traders in China, the siezure of Chinese territory by
foreign powers, the Boxer uprising of 1900, and the
triumph of Japan over Russia in 1905, have aroused
the nation to new life. Above all, the lofty teaching
and self-sacrificing lives of missionaries for a hundred
years, the transformed lives of converts and the lieroic
death during the Boxer uprising of ten thousand
Protestant Chiristians who chose martyrdom rather
than deny the Christ, are the chief causes of the favor-
able attitude of the Chinese toward Christianity at the
present time.

The Chinese received their first revelation of the
power and the self-restraint which Christ has brought
to Christian nations through the Boxer tprising. In
the Taiping rebellion of 1851-1865 the chief object
of the rebels was the capture of the capital. But
although the struggle lasted fourteen years and cost
twenty million lives, Pcking was not captured and the
movement failed. It seemed incredible to the Chinese
authorities, thercfore, that a mere handful of foreignmers
should march from Tientsin to Peking in a few days
and capture that great walled city on the day of their

et e e o e o,
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arrival. This manifestation of the power of the
foreigners was a revelation to them.

Again, it is the custom of the Chinese to conduct
war ruthlessly, When cities were captured in the
Taiping rebellion, either by rebels or by government
troops, the palaces were looted, all the houses burned,
and the people outraged and slaughtered with horrible
mutilations. This ruthless destruction of human life
together with famine and plague accounts for the loss
of twenty million people during the rebellion. The
Chinese expected similar slaughter to follow the cap-
ture of Peking in 1goo. Hence, a Chinese family of
thirteen, lecarning that the soldiers had entered the
city, hastily gathered their furniture and treasures
into the middle of the house, set fire to their property,
and commanded the servants to dig a grave in the yard
with the utimost speed. LExpecting the soldiers at any
monient, the thirteen members of the family huddled
together in the grave and called upon the servants to
bury them alive. The members of this household and
hundreds of otliers were thus driven to suicide and tens
of thousands to exile by their dread of foreign capture.
Hence when the Allied Troops alinost universally pre-
scrved the lives and the property of the Pckingese, the
Chinese were as much amazed at the mercy as at the
power of the Christian nations. They argued with
reason that Western peoples are no better by nature
than themselves, and that our power and our humanity
were due to our science and our religion.

The third cause of the awakening of China is
Christianity and especially the display of Christian
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heroism by the Chinese martyrs. Men frequently ask
me as to the effect of the gospel upon the Chinese. In
a word, it has the same effect upon the Chinese as upon
any other pcople to whom it is presented. The power
of Christ to save the Chinaman depends 11pon the com-
pleteness of the Chinaman’s surrender to the Nlaster
and the fullness of his reception of the Holy Spirit. In
general 1 think we may say that the young pcople in
China make a much greater surrender in order to
accept Christ than do young people in America. They
must break with ancestor worship and refuse to con-
tribute to the support of the idols, and this brings upon
themn the opposition, and often the persccution of their
families, provided their families are not Cliristians,
and the opposition and persccution of the clan to which
they belong, embracing the larger part of the com-
munify in which they live. Hence, upon the whole,
the decision to become a Christian costs a greaier
effort and is less frequently abandoned in China than
in America. In every Conference which our clurch
has in China—the Foochow, Hinghua, North China,
Central China and West China—ve have scveral cases
of young men entering the ministry at from one half
to one tenth the salaries which they were offered to
enter upon business carcers. Surcly here is a reason-
able test of self-sacrifice upon the part of our Chincse
ministers, At the outbreak of the Boxer uprising,
the Chinese Christians warned the missionaries and
repeated their warning so earnestly that every single
missionary of our church escaped to Ticutsin or
Pcking and was saved alive. Upon the contrary, the

The Awakening of China 15

e e m el

Chinese who remained behind bore the brunt of the
persccution, The Boxer uprising broke out almost
immediately following the close of our North China
Conference, One of our most faithful pastors,
Brother Ch’en, had hastened back to his church to
resume his pastoral labors. He and his family were
caught by the Boxers, and one by one, the father, the
mother, the son, and two daughters were offered the
privilege of recanting and renouncing Jesus, and upon
their refnsal were put to death. At the 1905 session of
the North China Conference, one of their surviving
sons, who was saved Dby Deing in school at Peking
at the time of the uprising, and who was in 1904
the pastor of our excellent Asbury Church in Peking,
the leading church in the Conference, begged me to
send him from Peking to the old church where his
father and mother and brother and sisters were killed
in order that he might preach the gospel to those who
had murdered his parents; and I complied with his
request. At Tsunhua, sixty or seventy miles north-
cast of Peking, the Boxers broke into our compound
in less than half an hour after our missionaries had
escaped, and immediately set the buildings on fire.
They caught our Chinesc pastor and chained him to
a stone lion in the temmple area, where he was sur-
rounded by friends all night long, begging him to
renounce the Jesus. All night long he replied that he
could not deny the Christ who had saved him, and he
preached Jesus as a personal Saviour to the crowds
surrounding him. Toward daylight the crowd in-
creased to four or five thousand, and in a mad rush,
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the Methodist preacher’s heart was literally torn from
his body before he ceased to breathe. Others in Tsun-
hua did not fare so well. Two Chincse teachers in our
girls’ school were caught and begged to recant. They
steadfastly refused, and at last the Boxers with an old
axe slowly chopped off the fect of one of them and
then killed her with a sword. The other they wrapped
in cotton, poured kerosenc oil over her, set her on fire
and burned her alive. Nor did the Boxers rest with the
leaders. One hundred and sixty-three men and women
at Tsnnhua suffered martyrdom rather than deny the
faith. And so ten thousand Protestant Christians wit-
nessed a good confession and their names are high on
God’s bead roll of the saints with the names of Peter
and Paul and Stephien and the noble hand that suf-
fered martyrdom in the Roman Empire, whose blood
proved to be the seed of the church. Surely no one
acquainted with the history of the Boxer uprising in
China will ever again hurl at the Chinese the epithet
“rice Christians.”

The revelation which the Boxer uprising afforded
(1) of the power of Christian nations, (2) of their
humanity, and (3) of the heroism of Christian martyrs
accounts for the favorable attitude of the Chinese
today toward the gospel of Jesus Christ.

General Awakening of the Empire

But does not the Boxer uprising and especially the
unrest which characterizes China, make missionary
work unsafe and unfruitful? There is indeed unrest in
China, and missionary work may be attended with some
degrce of risk to the missionaries, DBut the Lienchou,
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Shanghai, and Nanchang riots, were, cach, due to a
local cause, while the boycott of American goods was
due to the guilds, stimulated by the modern news-
papers of China, and its striking success furnishes an
indication of the awakening of the empire.

China’s present unrest is no more a recrudescence
of Boxerism than the revolution now taking place in
Russia is a fresh manifestation of the old-time auto-
cratic tyranny, suppressing free speech and freedom
of conscience in the Russian Empire. The Boxer
movement was in the hands of old men; the present
unrest in China is fomented by young men. DBoxerism
was exceedingly loyal to the existing dynasty; the
present movement is critical, sometimes hostile, to the
reigning dynasty. Boxerism was an attempt to push
Furopeans and Americans out of China and leave
China undisturbed in her civilization three thousand
years old; the present movement is an attempt to
modify the existing civilization and bring China out
as a modern nation.

The most striking fact in modern history is the
awakening of China during the last five years. Dr.
Arthur Smith said before a body of missionaries in
1905 that China had made more progress in the pre-
ceding five years than any other nation upon the face
of the globe. He did not mean that China had ad-
vanced her output of coal and iron or had constructed
more miles of railroad than the United States but he
meant that China had made a far more profound
change in her attitude toward modern civilization than
had the United States or Japan or any other nation in

Old Men
versus
Young

Men

Five
Years of
Marvelons

Progress



Sir Robert
Hart's
View

Extension
of the
Postal
System
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the world during the same period. A few days after
Dr. Smith’s address, I asked Sir Robert Hart, the ablest
Englishman in China, if he accepted Dr. Smitl’s view.
He replied: “It is substantially correct. Let me put
the matter in my own language. During the first
forty-five years of my residence in China the empire
seemed to De, so far as the influence of foreign nations
was concerned, a closed room without a breath of air
from the outside world reaching us. 1 could not see
that the Chinese were in the least conscious that any
other nation upon the face of the globe existed. Upon
the contrary, during the last five years, every door and
window has been opened and the breczes from all
parts of tlie earth have been blowing through China.
We may expect occasional thunder storms and pos-
sibly even typhoons may sweep the empire ; but China
will never again go back to the condition which she
occupicd before the Boxer uprising.” On another
occasion Sir Robert I[Hart wrote in substance that
China’s only hope in the present crisis is such a revival
of Christianity among western nations as shall lead
theim to evangelize the empire.

In proof of these statements by Dr. Smith and Sir
Robert Hart is the fact that five years ago there were
from one to two hundred post cffices for all China;
now there are seventeen hundred post offices. Aunother
indication is the fact that there were three newspapers
published in Tientsin four years ago, whereas there are
twenty-one newspapers in that city today. In Peking
ten daily papers are published, among them one daily
paper for women. This marvelous increase of news-
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paper circulation is characteristic of all leading cities of
the empire,

A yet more spectacular change is the edict of the
Empress Dowager that while all present gradu-
ates of the old system of examinations shall remain
eligible for office, the future officials of the empire must
be chosen from men familiar witlt Western learning.
Thus the Dowager Empress in 1906 issues the identi-
cal decree which the voung Emperor issued in 1898
and which was one of the causes of the Boxer uprising.
A more far-reaching indication of progress than this
recent decree of the Dowager Emipress is the fact that
Yuan Shih Kai, the most energetic and progressive
viceroy in the empire, has established over five thou-
sand schools in a single province within recent years,
into which he is endeavoring to introduce the Western
Jearning. This is but an indication of the educa-
tional reform which is sweeping the empire. Some
15,000 Chinese students went to Tokyo, Japan, during
1906 in order to master the Western learning.
The Young Men's Christian Association sent to Tokyo
the Rev. Burton St. Jolin, one of our China mission-
aries, and several English-speaking Chinese Christians,
to establish headquarters among the Chinese, and to
afford these young men who are away from home an
opportunity to learn English and to accept Christianity
along with the Western learning. Indeed among all
progressive Chinese students the demand for English
is as great as the desire for Western learning. Possibly
God is not going to wait for the missionaries single-
handed to transform this great empire. Just as the
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Greek language, adopted by Alexander, transformed
the civilization of \Vestern Asia, just as the Latin
language, accepted by the Northern conquerers, car-
ried Latin Christianity and Roman civilization over
Europe, so the English language may carry Protestant
Christianity over the Chinese empire,

Since writing the above, word has come from China
that Chang Chih Tung, the viceroy of the Hupeh and
Hunan Provinces, has issued a decree proclaiming that
the permanence of Clinese civilization is due to tle
fact that the education of her official class has been
based upon the Confucian classics for over 2,000 years.
He recognizes, however, that Western nations dis-
played some strange power in capturing Peking, and
strange self-restraint in not looting and destroying the
city, which the Chinese <lo not exercise or possess. This
is not, in his judgment, due to any inherent superiority
of Western peoples, but to the fact that they have
some source of enlightenment and strength which the
Chinese do not yet possess. He attributes this stperi-
ority of Western civilization to the Bible ; and he there-
fore issues a decree that among the 58,000,000 pco-
ple over whom he rules, the New Testament henceforth
shall be taught side by side with the Confucian classics.
When before has a licathen ruler issued a decree that
the New Testament shall be taught by heathen teachers
among 58,000,000 heathen people? But even surpass-
ing this enlightened proclamation is the imperial
decree recently issued advising the observance of the
Christian Sabbath by the 437,000,000 Chinese. The
decrec at present can only prove a dead letter. But no
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similar decrees have been issued since the days when
Constantine adopted Christianity as the religion of the
Roman Empire.

The Opportunity

We must expect reactions in China—such reactions
as follow rapid advances in all other countries. The
conservatives never die, and least of all will the conser-
vatives of that conservative empire disappear forever.
Dut whatever reactions conie, China can never sink
back into her former lethargy. She is today where
Japan was thirty years ago. She is emerging into
modern civilization. The awakening of China means
in a word that one half of all that is left of the
heathen world, and that by far the stronger half, is
now opent to the Gospel. It is for the churches of
America and Europe to say whether this civilization
shall be cast in Christian or materialistic molds,

Considering the problem which confronts us as to
the civilization and the religion of the Pacific Basin,
the deep and trying needs of the Chinese, the religious
awakening which has come to many, the character of
Chinesc Christians, and the strange general awaken-
ing of the empire, the opportunity which confronts the
Christian Church in China today is unmatched by any
opportunity which has confronted Christendom since
the davs of the Reformation. if not indeed since the
days when the Master trod the carth,

China and
Modern
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OPPORTUNE INVESTMENTS
IN CHINA

Missionary effort in China is organized—as is successful mis-
sionary work in all lands—in the departments of medicine, evan-
gelistic, literary, and educational work. It is carried on with the
purpose of giving every person in the Chinese empire a knowl-
edge of the gospel as speedily as possible, of leading men and
women to a personal union with Christ, of building them up in
Christian character, and of creating as rapidly as possible a self-
supporting native church.

The medical work is perhaps the best means for securing an
entrance to a field; the publication of the Bible and tracts in the
vernacular makes plain the way of salvation; and the educational
and evangelistic work, besides winning converts and enriching
the lives of the Chinese Christians, trains many converts for
carrying forward the Christianization of the empire.

The work is established at centers or stations, where the mis-
sionaries live; and from these bases the work is carried out over
as large an area as possible with the aid of native workers located
at substations. Thus from a single center an amazing number
of people are reached among such dense populations as those of
China, India, Japan, and Korca.

At these centers or base-stations, after building a residence
for the missionaries, there is often started a hospital for men or
for women. These hospitals, with their dispensaries and in-
patients. and with their country medical-evangelistic work, disarm
prejudice, open doors, and win many for Christ. The medical
missionaries follow the example of the Master, who went about
doing good, and stand for the best Western civilization and
practical Christianity. Schools for boys and for girls are also
specdily cstablished, sometimes in advance of the hospitals.
Thesc include colleges, biblical schools, and high schools at the
1aission centers, with a system of day schools throughout the
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OPPORTUNE INVESTMENTS
IN CHINA

Missionary effort in China is organized—as is successful mis-
sionary work in all lands—in the departments of medicine, evan-
gelistic, literary, and educational work. It is carried on with the
purpose of giving every pcrson in the Chinese empire a knowl-
edge of the gospel as speedily as possible, of leading men and
women to a personal union with Christ, of building them up in
Christian character, and of creating as rapidly as possible a self-
supporting native church.

The medical work is perhaps the best means for securing an
entrance to a field; the publication of the Bible and tracts in the
vernacular makes plain the way of salvation; and the educational
and evangelistic work, besides winning converts and enriching
the lives of the Chinese Christians, trains many converts for
carrying forward the Christianization of the empire.

The work is established at centers or stations, where the mis-
sionaries live; and from these bases the work is carried out over
as large an area as possible with the aid of native workers located
at substations. Thus from a single center an amazing number
of people are reached among such dense populations as those of
China, India, Japan, and Korea.

At these centers or base-stations, after building a residence
for the missionaries, there is often started a hospital for men or
for women. These hospitals, with their dispensaries and in-
patients, and with their country medical-evangelistic work, disarm
rrejudice, open doors, and win many for Christ. The medical
missionaries follow the example of the Master, who went about
doing good, and stand for the best Western civilization and
practical Chiristianity, Schools for boys and for girls are also
speedily established, sometimes in advance of the hospitals.
These include colleges, biblical schools, and high schools at the
mission centers, with a system of day schools throughout the
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region surrounding this missionary basc; and boarding schools
of intermediate and high school grade under native teachers at
some of the substations. The boarding schools so far as possible
fill the place of both the Christian home and the public school as
they are found in America, giving thorough training in the best
things of life. They develop strong and intelligent native Chris-
tians, they are the source of the supply of efficient native workers,
and altogether they are the right hand of power for the evangel-
istic work.

The term “evangelistic” does not clearly reflect the distinct
work of the men who are here called evangelists. They indeed
preach the gospel, but they are more like presiding elders than
like the evangelists in the United States. But even the term “pre-
siding elder” is too narrow. The missionary evangelist travels
a wide district out from and beyond his station. He takes native
Christians with him and soon establishes them in the work of the
church, examines inquirers and candidates for baptism, decides
upon the location of churches and the policies which are to be
followed, preaches at the various stations, oversees the work of
the native pastors—in short, is in general charge of the native
churches, encouraging, advising, inspiring, administering, and
carrying the work of the propagation of the gospel among as
many people as possible. There is a presiding elder’s district in
India which includes 6,000,000 people, and there are districts in
China each having within its bounds from 1,000,000 to as many
as 20,000,000 people.

The literary work includes among many other activities the
translation, publication, and distribution of Bibles and portions
of the Bible. The translation of the Bible is made by representa-
tives selected from all the missions at work in each foreign
country, these missionaries being supported by their respective
missions while rendering this special service. The printing of
the Bible in all the various languages of the earth is done by the
American Bible Society, and the British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety, which thus render an inestimable service in the task of
evangelizing the world. Other literary work, including the trans-
lation of hymns, of tracts, of standard volumes, like Bunyan’s
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Pilgrim’s Progress, and the creation of original literature, includ-
ing Christian periodicals, etc., is carried on by the various mis-
sions, usually in connection with some central publishing house.

Through these four avenues of approach, the 437,000,000
people of China are being reached and are being told of the
Saviour, and a native church which shall endure through all time
is being raised up.

In all these phases of work, there is at the present time in
China the greatest opportunity that the church has known in all
its history. This is due to the awakening of the empire, the
eagerness of the Chinese for Western civilization, and, as re-
sults, a willingness to hear and an eagerness to know the gospel.

We have work in eight of the twenty-two provinces of China.
These eight provinces contain 200,000,000 of the 437,000,000
people in the empire. But it must be remembered that we are
by no means covering even these provinces in which we have
work. In Shantung we have only a single presiding elder’s dis-
tricv; in Szechuen our territory covers but one seventh of the
whole province; in Hupeh we have native work but not a single
missionary. So we are not attempting to reach all the people
even in the provinces in which our Conferences are located.
Methodism has five Conferences, or niissions, in China: Foochow,
Hinghua, North China, Central China, and West China. The fol-
lowing will give some idea of the extent, the conditions, and the
needs of these Conferences:

FOOCHOW CONFERENCE

Location: Northern part of Fukien Province, Southeastern China. Lati-
tude of Cuba.

Size: 29,000 square miles; larger than New Hampshire, Vermont,
Connecticut, and Rhode Island.

Population: 18,000,000.

Principal Stations: Foochow, Kucheng, Ngucheng, Mingchiang, YVenping.

Methodist Misstonaries: 49, or one for every 369.000 Chinesc.

Members and Probationers: 12,775,

Conditions: The beginning of Mecthodist work in China was the work
started in this province in 1847, and almost half of our present mem-
bership in China is in this Conference. The first duty here is that
of caring adequately for a ficld where the sced has been success-
fully sown and the harvest is ready for reaping. There have been
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as many as five thousand children in one year in the George S.
Miner Special Gift Day Schools, the best system of day schools in
China. Several high schools, a biblical school for men at Yenping,
the Anglo-Chinese College and the S. L. Baldwin School of The-
ology at Foochow complete the educational equipment for boys and
men. Similar schools for girls and women, beginning with the
kindergarten and culminating in the College for Women, are main-
tained by the Woman's Board. The native ministry is better
developed here than in any other of our five Chinese missions. This
is one cause of the strength of the Confercnce.

Spectal Needs: Expansion westward to join the Central China Mission,
and large reinforcement of the present staff of workers, The
chief need of the Foochow Conference is for workers, for there are
by far too few missionaries to man the work opened and to reap
the harvest now ready.

HINGHUA CONFERENCE

Location: Southern part of Fukicn Province, Southeastern China. Lati-
tude of Cuba.

Size: 18,000 square miles; almost as large as Maryland and New Jersey.

Population:> 5,000,000.

Pyincipal Stations: Hinghua, Singin, Dchhua, Ingchung, and Duacheng.

Methodist Missionarics: 22, or one for every 227,000 Chinese.

Members and Probationers: 4,515.

Conditions: Methodist work here began in 1864. This is the smallest
Annual Conference in China, giving the best illustration of inten-
sive cultivation, there being more missionaries here in proportion
to population than in any other mission, although still only one for
each 227,000. Accordingly, the results are among the most satis-
factory. The same ratio of gains to population in all the Confer-
ences would give 686,000 mewmbers to our church in China. Yet
Hinghua is still undermanned, for although there are more people
than in all Ohio, they have only twenty-two Methodist missionaries.
The native churches are practically sclf-supporting, averaging fifty
cents per member for local support, and an equal amount for
a Home Missionary Society Fund which 2ids needy neighboring
churches. The people of Antau will also raisc money to build a
hospital, if a physician is furnished them.

Special Nccds: Expansion northwest to join the Central China Mission.
The Hinghua Conference is in the same province as the Foochow
Conference, and the need for workers is similar—workers to man
institutions already opened, and to reap harvests already sown, as
well as to expand the work,
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NORTH CHINA CONFERENCE

Location: Chihli and Shantung Provinces, Northern China. Latitude of
Ohio.

Size: 124,000 square miles; as large as Qhio, Indiana, and Illinois.

Population: 59,917,000.

Principal Stations: Peking, Tientsin, Changli, Taianfu.

Methodist Missionarics: si, or one for 1,175,000 Chirese,

Members and Probationers: 5,231

Conditions: Methodist work began in 1869. The headquarters of the work
are located in the official center of the empire, and consequently
are especially well adapted to influence the life of the empire. The
church members passed through the fire of the Boxer persecution
and were not found wanting. Methodism's only martyrs in 1900
were in this Conference. But the loss sustained by martyrdom
has already been more than made up by new additions, and the faith-
fulness of the native Christians in the face of the bitter persecution
has made a profound impression upon the non-Christian Chinese.
The blood of the martyrs has again proved to be the seed of the
church. Peking University has furnished the first Student Volun-
teer Band in the empire, voluntarily organized by the students and
composed of 125 who have offered their lives for the evangeliza-
tion of China. This is the most encouraging sign of self-propa-
gating purpose in the empire.

Special Needs: Expansion of the work of the Shantung District to form
a Shantung Mission. This would extend our work southward and
connect our North China Conference with our Central China Mis-
sion, The Shantung Province now has 38,000,000 people. It has
rich coal and iron resources, and promises large manufacturing and
mining dcvelopment. The chief need is workers—workers for
oversight of the districts, workers for the schools, workers for the
hospitals, workers native and foreign.

CENTRAL CHINA MISSION

Location: Provinces of Kiangsu, Anhwei, Kiangsi, and HMupeh, in the
Yangtze River Valley, Central China. Latitude of New Orleans.

Size: 234,300 square miles; almost as large as all New England, New
York, and New Jersey.

Population: 99.462,000, or more than that of the United States.

Principal Stations: Nanking, Wuhu, Kivkiang, Chinkiang, Nanchang, and
Yangchow.

Methodist Missionaries! 54, or one for cach 1,842,000 Chinese.

Members and Probationers: 2,087.

Conditions: Wonderful for situation. Here is the finest of farming land,
that is, the valley of the Yangtze, the most densely populated of
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the valleys of the earth; and on the line of commerce of the entire
central part of the empire, Among its cities are Nanking, the old
capital of the empire, and Nanchang, the last of seven cities in
China, each of a million or more inhabitants, to be oceupied by
missionaries. There are more people within the bounds of the mis-
sion than are in the whole United States. One presiding elder has
twenty million people on his district. The region has received
enlightenment through the march of trade in the Yangize Valley,
and is now ready for the gospel.

Special Needs: Men, men. This is a great field wholly undermanned.
Evangelists are greatly neceded for manning the large presiding
elders’ districts, Indeed, the ficld should be divided into two Con-
ferences and the number of workers doubled.

WEST CHINA MISSION

Location: Szechuen Province, West China. 1,800 miles, or forty days’
journey from Shanghai.

Size: 218,480 square miles; about as large as the states of California and
‘Washington.

Population. 68,723,000,

Principal Stations: Chungking, Chentu, Suiling, Tsicheo.

Methodist Missiouaries: 30, or one for every 2,200,830 Chinese.

Members and Probationcis: 2,648,

Conditions: The youngest of our missions in China—begun in 1881—it
occupies the Chentu Plain—the garden spot of China, and in some
measure, of the world. Little’s Far East says that the Chentu Plain
sustains a denser population than any equal territory on earth,
except perhaps the county in which London is located. But agri-
culture alone maintains the population of the Chentu Plain, while
the population of London is sustained by trade and manufacturing.
The missionaries of our church were the first in the field, and thus
were able to select this most fertile part of the province for their
location. Other missions have yielded this field to Methodism.
She thus has but one seventh of the territory of the province and
about one third of its 68,000,000 people. The increase in member-
ship has averaged 29 per cent during the last two years.

Special Needs: Men, men, men. Women, women, women. Evangelists,
doctors, and teachers. The problem here is that of holding the
territory we alrcady have., QOther socicties have sent thirty workers
into Szechuen in the past year. The Canadian Methodists have
just sent 22 new recruits. The other societies now have two or
thiree times as manyv missionaries in proportion to their populations
as we have. Aethodisin must ecither increasc her number of mis-
sionaries or else vield to others territory which she has been culti-
vating for twenty-five years.
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EXPANSION

We have already indicated the nced of expansion of the Foo-
chow and Hinglhua Conferences westward, to join the Central
China, and of the North China Conference southward by the
creation of the Shantung District into the Shantung Mission, or
Conference. This will not mean entering any new provinces, but
simply extending the work in the provinces in which we already
have missionaries, 1f, however, Mecthodism is to do her {full
share in evangelizing China, work shonld be opened in other
provinces. Of these, the most inviting fields seem to Dbe in
Manchuria and Shansi,

Mancnruria has become famous as the battleground of the
Japanese and the Russians. Since tlhe war it has been divided
into the three provinces of Fengtien, Heilungkiang, and Kirin,
by the Chinese government, and these have been incorporated as
integral parts of the Chinese empire. The population of Man-
churia has risen in the last twenty-five years from 7,500,000 to the
present population of 22,000,000. The soil is a black, rich loam,
and very fertile; the climate is that of lowa, Minnesota, and
Soutliern Canada. Through the opening up of natural resources
by the railway, the country is more prosperous today than ever
before. There are also splendid mines of coal and iron. Great de-
velopment is awaiting Manchuria, and the population probably
will reach 100,000,000 before the close of the century, There are
only two mission boards at work in Manchuria, neither of them
American. We already have Christians and preaching stations
north of the Great Wall, and need only to follow the raiiroad to
extend our work in that territory. In this case alone, in all
China, because of lack of funds, we have allowed the railroad to
precede us.

Suaxst is the province located immediatelv west of the prov-
ince of Chihli, and has an area of 81,000 square miles, and a
population of 12,200,000. According to Baron Richtofen's three-
volume report to the German government, it has the finest coal
and iron deposits in the world. This report startled Fnropean
nations, and was one of the causes leading to the attemipt on the
part of forcign powers to seize territory and thus divide China.



10 OPPORTUNE INVESTMENTS IN CHINA

This was prevented largely by Secretary Hay and the United
States. Richiofen says that therc is enough coal in Shansi to
supply the world for several thousand years. This report con-
cerning the richness of mineral resources was confirmed by the
second German Commission in 1897-8. Railroads are being built
into these fields, and the day of mining is at hand. The coal-
bearing strata have been heaved up so that coal can be mined by
level tunneling, instead of by sinking shafts. The coal lies three
thousand feet above the Pacific, so that with suitable railroads
gravity will bring the coal to the ocean ports. There is an abun-
dance of Chinese labor for mining. In a few years Shansi will
be the Pittsburg, West Virginia, and Birmingham region of Asia.
Very little missionary work is being done in this rich province.

These are splendid opportunities for the young people of two
Conferences or States to identify themselves with definite fields of
work in China. The list below gives what must be pledged be-
fore the work should be opened in either Manchuria or Shansi,
and is by no means all that is needed adequately to man either
one of these fields,

MANCHURIA OR SHANSI

Five Missionaries—one physician, two teachers, and one cvangelist,
at $2,000 each for outgoing expenses and salary for two

FORTS e eveevns st nonsnsoasuannnsnnnessasnnanressssnessssnn $10,000

Five residences for the above, at $2,500 each. . ....vieviiiinvans 12,500
One hospital at $5,000. . ..ot ciiriiiiarin e ercaerariatnenses 5,000
Two school buildings at $3.000 each.........ovuieet Cerieaanaes 10,000
Native chapels, Workers, @1C. ... vt iiieieeeinaisicnaiiesaes 2,500
$40,000

MOST PRESSING NEEDS

A careful and conservative cantvass of the situation in China
reveals needs aggregating a million dollars which must be pro-
vided for in order to enable our church to meet the crisis and to
seize the opportunities open to us through the awakening of the
empire. These needs call for $1,000,000; the Thank-Offering
calls for $300,000. We feel that we cannot ask for $1,000,000, but
when only those needs which are most urgent have been retained
the list still aggregates $600.000. Such a list, therefore, is laid
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before the church in the confident hope and expectation that with
the larger range of opportunities for investment thus offered the
friends throughout the church will more readily and gladly give,
up to and even beyond the sum called for in the Thank-Offering.

NEW MISSIONARIES

The number of missionaries has not kept pace with the erection of
buildings and the starting of institutions, and accordingly the most urgent
need is for new workers. The amount named for cach covers outgoing
expenses and salary for two years, the amount necessary to send a new
missionary. Note the extra traveling expense to West China.

FOR EVANGELISTIC WORK

Foochow Conference: Four missionaries—one for Kude District,

one for Mingchiang District, and two to push work westward

toward Central China—at $2,000. ... ciieiiiiiiiierinnnnnn § go00
Hinghua Conference: Three missionaries—one for Singiu, and two

for the expansion of the Conference westward and north-

ward to meet the Central China and Foochow Conferences

e L. 72 J R $ 6,000
North China Conference: Nine missionaries—one each for the

Tsunhua, Lanchow, and Shanhaikwan Districts, two to rein-

force Peking and Tientsin by leading and directing street

chapel work in these cities, and four to enlarge the work in

Shantung so that it may hecome the Shantung Conference

B L7200 oo I U $18,000
Central China Mission: Six missionaries—all necessary for the

dividing up of districts alrcady opened s0 as to oversee them

adequately, there being as many as twenty million people

in a single district, and the work suffering as a consequence

of lack of supervision—at $2,000.......ccoi ittt 812,000
West China Couference: Five missionaries—three for the rein-

forecement of work around China, one for Hocheo, and one

for the strect work in Chentu and surrounding places—at

$2,200. The extra $200 is due to heavier traveling cxpenses..$11,000

FOR EDUCATIONAL WORK

Foochow Conference: Seven missionaries—one for normal school
work, one 10 superintend day schools, one for the S. L. Bald-
win School of Theology, two for the Anglo-Chinese College,
Foochow, one for the Biblical school at Yenping. and one
for a boarding school at Kucheng—at $2,000................ $14,000
Hinghua Conference: Four nussionaries—one at Ingehung for
Hardy Training School, one for the Biblical school con-
nected therewith, one at Hinghua for biblical school work,
and one for superintendent of the day schools of the whole
Confercnce—at $2,000 .. i iiiiiiiiiiiransiiiratiaiieieans $ 8000
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North China Conference: Ten missionaries—one each for the theo-
fogical school at Pcking, for superintending day schools,
for the Tientsin school and for a Changli school, a professor
of science in Peking University, and five to open new work
in Shantung——at $2,000. ... ..o iiiiiiieiiaiiieinarenens $20,000

Central China Mission: Seven missionaries——one caclt for Fowler
School of Theology at Nanking, Nanking University, Wil-
liam Nast College, a boarding school at Nanchang, a board-
ing school at Yangchow, and two to superintend the day
school work of the Conference—at $2,000..............0 0t $14,000

West Ching Mission:Four missionaries—one each for Chentu Uni-
versity, for biblical school work, Chungking, for superin-
tendent of day schools throughout the Conference, and for a
school at Tsicheo—at $2,200. ... 00 iviirviriiiinrennnnnn. $ 880

FOR MEDICAL WORK

Foochow Conference: One medical missionary to reinforce the
physicians already on the field...................oiiihan. $ 2,000

Hinghua Conference: One medical missionary for Antau........ $ 2,000

North China Conference: Four medical missionaries—one for
Tientsin, one for Changli, one for Taianiu, and another for
on¢c more walled city in Shantung—at $2,000............... $ 8,000

Central China Mission: Two medical missionarics—one eaclh for
Nanchang and Chinkiang—at $2,000..........0cccvvvin.... $ 4,000

West China Mission: Two medical rissionaries—one each for
Chentu and Tsicheo—at $2,200. ... .00 irioieianrneannn $ 4,400

BUILDINGS AND LAND
RESIDENCES FOR MISSIONARIES

It is necessary to provide residences for missionarics, for to attempt
to live in damp and flthy Chinese houses means the breakdown of mis-
sionaries and waste of money. Each rcsidence may bear the name the
donor designates, as a mcemorial building. For the sixty-nine new mis-
sionaries as asked for above, residences should be erected ; and in addition
three others arc needed, one for Hinghua and two for Shantung.

Foochow Conference: Twelve residences at $2.500................ $30,000
Hinghua Confercuce: Nine residences at $2.500..........0..... $22,500
North China Confcrence: Twenty-five residences at $2.500...... $62.000
Central China AMission: Fifteen residences at $2.500........00. .. $37,500
IWest Ching dMission: Eleven residences at $2,500. cv.eevunnnn... $27.500
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SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY

Foochow Conference:
Land for the normal school at Foochow..........cvevs o8 3,500

Hinghua Conference:

High school building, Hinghua................cooainnel $10,000
School property, Ingchung......covvviiiiiiiiniinnnnns vee. 8,500
Building for blind children, Rebecca McCabe Orphanage,
Hinglila . ..veiei i ienianeesrinnssganessnsaronss 3.500
Intermediate school building, Singiu............... R . 1,000
Intermediate school building, Antau.............o00eiena 1,000

North China Conference:
Administration and library building, Peking University.....$40,000

* Collegiate building, Peking University.......ccoooviveean. . 30,000
Intermediate school building, Tientsin.............oevvnns 10,000
Intermediate school building, Changli.......c.ciovvviinens 10,000
Building and playground, Lanchou...........ooiviieniii 1,000

Two intermediate school buildings for expansion in Shantung, 20,000
Central China Mission:

Boys' school building, Nanchang.......ccooviiiiiviiennns $ 5,000
New building, Nanking University......ccceiiiiiiieenrans 30,000
To complete the administration building for William Nast
College, Kiukiang......ooveieiiiiiieiiiniiiioninaan, » 10,000
Intermediate school building, Yangchow..... feraenaea e 5,000
Day school building, Wuhu.......ooooiiiiiiiiiniiininen 300
West Chinag Mission:
Building for Chentu College.............couven. Cireaeneas $10,000
Intermediate school building, Suiling..... Creeereeesan . 5,000
Building for Bible training school, Chungking.............. 1,000
HOSPITALS
Hinghua Conference:
Hospital building and equipment, Duacheng................ $ 5,000
North China Conference: . _
Hospital building and equipment, Tientsin...............0. $15,000

Two hospital buildings in Shantung: one at Taianfu, and
onte at a walled city newly opened up, at $5.000 each.... 10,000

Outfit for country medical work, Changli.............0l, 1,000
Central China Mission:
Hospital at Nanchang......ccoviviiiiiaieiniiiiinnn, $10,000
Hospital at Chinkiang.......ooiiieiiir i, 5,000
Wall and Parsonage for the hospital at Wuhu............ 8oo
Philander Stnith Memorial Hospital, Nanking, for improve-
ment of operating room and for forty iron bedsteads.... 800

. mr————
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West China Mission :
Debt on hospital at Chentu............
Hospital at quchco$ g’x
For enlargement of the property of the Chungking General ,
Hospital ... it 2,000
Furniture for Chentu I—Iospital............................: 1,500

CHAPELS AND CHURCHES

These can be built by means of gifts ranging from $100 to $1,000, the
balance of the cost being raised by the native members. Such ’a c.l’lapel
or chuth may bear the name designated by the donor. For information
concerning the places where needed and for other particulars, write to
Dr. Frank D. Gamewell, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York city. ’
Foochow Conference:

Chapels at Geukkau, Sekbaikdu, and Ngieuseu.
Hinghua Conference:

Chapels at Kiosauh, Uacai, Chingtah, Osu, Bahgolau, and Binghai.
Nortl China Conference:

Chapels at Miyunhsien, Yenchingchou, Haiyang, Liwy, Tunge, and

Yenmachuang. , , 5
Central China Mission:

Chapels at Nanchang, and Takang.

3 ¥ y 1 » l

NATIVE. PREACHERS

Native ministers can be supported in the different parts of China at
from $30 to $120 a year—$2.50 to $10 a month, The native ministers
are used to man all the substations, under missionaries as superintend-
ents; they are trained in our schools, and are doing noble work. Write
t? Dr. Frank D. Gamewel, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York city -for ar-
ticulars, and have a man working for Christ on the other sic’ie ofpt‘he

world.
SCHOLARSHIPS

Many school children have to be supported by scholarships, as the
come from families too poor to support their children in schc;ol Thy
schools_ are building up native Cliristians and are the source of our.su le
?f native workers, so that money spent in education is mone E.pel}lr
invested.  Annual scholarships, keeping students in school fo ¢ y
are needed at the following rates: P e e
Theological Schools: Go scholarships. For Baldwin School of

Theology, Foochow; Fowler Biblical School. Nanking; the
theolngical school at Peking; at $20 each a YEear.... , $ 1,200

T dee e am
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Biblical Schools 100 scholarships. For the schools at Hinghua,
Yenping, Kiukiang, Chungking, Shantung, etc., at $20 each
T
Colleges: soo scholarships. For the Anglo-Chinese College at
Foochow, Nanking University, William Nast College at
Kiukiang, Chentu College, and Peking University, at $20 to
B30 @ Jear. .ttt ittt i e e i $10,000 to $ 15,000
Intermediate Boarding Schools: 3,000 scholarships. For the
schools at Hinghua, Ingchung, Ngucheng, Kucheng, Yen-
ping, Foochow, Chinkiang, Yankchow, Nanking, Kiukiang,
Nanchang, Chunking, Chentu, Changli, Tientsin, Taianfu,
Shanhaikwan, Tsunhua, and Peking, at $20 each a year....$100,000
Day Schools: 10,000 scholarships. For schools scattered through
all of the Conferences, at $1 each a year................ $ 10,000

SUPPORT OF HOSPITAL BEDS

The cost of maintaining a bed in a hospital in China varies according
to the location of the hospital and also with respect to the differing con-
ditions of patients. Sick Chinese who do not require special diet, prefer
to provide their food while in the hospital, but when a special diet is
necessary the cost of maintaining the patient is greatly increased, because
many articles, such as proper milk and other foodstuffs which the
physician must prescribe, can be obtained only by importing them.
Hospital Beds: In the hospitals at Yenping, Kucheng, Nanking, Wuhu,

Pcking, Changli, Chungking, and Chentu, at from $25 to $150 each,

a year.

ENDOWMENTS

For many of the lines of work described above, permanent endow-
ments are needed in order that the work may go on from year to year.
Here is a chance to perpetuate the work and also to commemorate the
names of friends for all time.

Professorships: At Peking University, Anglo-Chinese College at Foo-
chow, Nanking University, William Nast College at Kiukiang, and Chentu
College, at from $25,000 to $30,000 each.

Endowment of College Scholarships and Theological School Scholar-

ships: $500 cach in perpetuity.
Endowment of Intermediate and Boarding School Scholarships: $so0o

each in perpetuity.
Endowment of Day School Scholarships: An endowment of $50 pro-

vides one yearly scholarship for all time.
Endowmtent of Beds in Hospitals: From $250 to $s00.
Industrial Institutions: For pupils to work for their support, at $1,600

each.
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TO INVESTORS

1. Special leaflcts on medical, educational, and evangelistic
work can be obtained frec of charge by writing to Dr. F. D.
Gamewell, Executive Secretary, China Centennial Commission,
150 Fifth Avenue, New York city. These are illustrated, and
show the special work donc in cach of these departments.

2. Persons wishing information beyond that contained in the
leaflets concerning any necd mentioned below, should write to Dr.,
F. D. Gamewell, and receive a personal letter, giving full details.

3. Persons hesitating between two or three investments, should
write to Dr. Gamewell, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York city, for in-
formation. When nccessary, these letters will be forwarded to
Bishop Bashford for fuller counsel and advice,

4. Undesignated gifts will be placed where in the judgment of
Bishop Bashford they are most needed, and a report will be
made to the donor.

5. If it is preferred to aid work in any one Conference or under
a particular missionary, permission should be given in case the
need in question has already been met, to apply your contribu-
tion to the next greatest nced and report to you. Send all gifts
to Homer Eaton, Treasurer, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York city,
marking them Special Gifts for China,

6. A Dbooklet setting forth the most pressing needs of the
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Sociciy, may be obtained from any
Branch Secretary, or by applying to Dr. F. D, Gamewell, 150
Fifth Avenue, New York city.
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DEVOTIONAL ADDRESS DELIVERED
AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
AT MINNEAPOLIS, MAY 7, IgIZ2,
BY BISHOP JAMES W. BASHFORD

UNINTERRUPTED
FELLOWSHIP
WITH GOD

ET us think together for a few
moments upon uninterrupted fellow-
ship with God. Jesus states the

condition of fellowship in the first com-
mandment: ¢‘“Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind,””> Jesus
is not simply repeating a Jaw of the Old
Testament. Flis words always spring out
of His own experiences; and Jesus, in
laying down this condition of fellowship
with God, states the law which He had
found valid in His own lifc on earth in
the midst of temptations which assailed
Him, as they beset us all. Love, a love
which masters and entrances heart and
soul and mind, is the first condition of
uninterrupted fellowship with God.

Obedience

The second condition of uninterrupted
fellowship with Jesus is obedience. Indeed
obedience is the test of love. <<If ye love

THREE



UNINTERRUPTED FELLOWSHIP

Me, ye will keepMy commandments. And
I will pray the Father and He shall give
you another Comforter, that He may be
with you forever.”” Again, Jesus says, <<If
aman love Me, he will keep My word; and
My Father will love him,and We will come
unto him and make Our abode with Him.””

Power

These conditions are very hard and
many will feel that they are impossible of
fulfilment. But Jesus gives us the
promise, ¢“Ye shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit is come upon you.’* With His
aid we can maintain uninterrupted fellow-
ship with Him.  The marvelous trans-
formation which came to Peter between
his oaths and denial of the Lord on the eve
of the crucifixion and his testimony on the
day of Pentecost, is equally possible for us.
““We are never,”” as Philips Brooks once
said, ‘o seek tasks according to our
strength, but strength according to our
tasks.”’

W, L. Walker, in a remarkable book on
the Holy Spirit and the Incarnation, holds
that the distinctive feature of Christianity
isthatit is a religion of Power. Those who
have lived in pagan lands know that
Buddha and Confucius can give us great
moral precepts, but their worshipers are

FOUR
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impotent to carry out the precepts of their
masters. On the other hand the Christian

can sing:

“My help cometh from Jehovah,
Who made heaven and the earth.
He will not suffer thy foor to be moved,
He that keepeth thee will not slumber”

Pagan and
Christian Power

I remember once a pagan captain, who,
after we had gone through a rapid in which
he thought his boat was doomed, turned
with pale face and trembling lips and cried,
«“Your God is a mighty God.”’

Yuan Shi Kai, late President of the
Chinese Republic, once said to the Rev-
erend H. H. Lowry, << am not a Christian,
I am a Confucianist. But Confucianism is
not strong enough for the crisis which is
upon us, Only your Christ can save
Chira,”®  Let us ever keep in mind that He
is an almighty, as well a3 a loving God,
whom we worship, and He has promised to
come with His Son and abide in wus.
«¢Wherefore, also He is able to save to the
uttermost them that draw near unto God
through Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them,?’

¥IYE



UNINTERRUPTED FELLOWSHIP

Imagination

«“T'he weapons of our warfare are not of
the flesh, but mighty before God to the
casting down of strongholds, casting down
imaginations and every high thing that is
exalted against the knowledge of God, and
bringing every thought into captivity to
the obedience of Christ.”> ‘T'he secret of
uninterrupted fellowship with Christ is this
divine swaying of our imagination, of the
spontaneous sources of thought and affec-
tion and will.

Four Stages of Fellowship

1. We find four stages of fellowship in
experience.  First, there is the stage of
broken fellowship, the stage of back-sliders,
of those who once knew God and obeyed
Him, but have fallen away from the faith
and abandoned obedience, men whose fel-
lowship with God is now broken.

2. Again, there is the stage of inter-
rupted fellowship, ‘This is the stage in
which most of us live, We have found
Christ, we know Him as our Saviour, We
have experienced forgiveness; we would not
abandon such faith as we have under any
compulsion, But we indulge in wrong acts
which bring condemnation upon us. We
attempt to justify ourselves by saying,

SIX
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«We are only human; we are still living in
the body ; therefore almost sure to fall into
condemnation through some form of sin.’’
«*My indulgence is no worse than that of
others; Brother So-and-So commits far
greater offenses than 1 do.”” In this stage
of interrupted fellowship we sometimes
abide for weeks and months. Usually we
do not remain at the same level. Through
grace we are overcoming our faults, or
from the neglect of grace we are departing
farther and farther from God. A revival
often restores multitudes who have fallen
into this stage of interrupted fellowship.

3. Abovethestages of broken fellowship
and of interrupted fellowship there is the
stage of uninterrupted fellowship, This
stage is possible to all of us in the present
life. Dr. S§. A. Keen was one of the
sanest advocates of sanctification I have
ever known. I once said to him, ¢*Have
you ever felt any condemnation since you
made this profession of sanctification?’’
«¢QOh, yes,” he said, 41 have been con-
demned many times.”” I was astonished
at his answer and asked further, ¢<How,
then, does your experience since you came
into this state of sanctification differ from
your earlier experiences?’ His reply was
in substance as follows: ¢<Before I expe-
rienced sanctification I was in a stage of
interrupted fellowship with Christ. Some-
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times my heart grew cold,  But God
visited my church with gracious revivals,
during which I renewed my strength and
followed Christ, at least for 2 time, with
greater faithfulness. I thank God for His
patience apd for these visitations of divine
grace, But since this new experience I
have not suffered my fellowship with
Christ to be seriously interrupted.  The
Holy Spirit deals faithfully with me. The
moment He perceives a wrong act performed
by me, a wrong word springing from my
lips, a wrong impulse coming into my
heart, He warns or rebukes me, and I
instantly respond to His warning or
rebuke, I turn to God immediately for
forgiveness and for increased strength to
do His will.  If I have given offense to
others I turn to them also for forgiveness.
Hence my fellowship with God has been
uninterrupted since I entered upon this
blessed experience.’’

Sometimes a thoughtless word may fall
from our lips, a wrong impulse may be
indulged before we become aware of the
presence of the tempter, The only remedy
is instant turning to God for forgiveness
and strength. Surely a mother’s or a
father’s fellowship with a child is not
broken, and is not even interrupted, if the
moment the child finds himself moving in a
wrong direction he turns instantly to
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father or to mother for forgiveness and
renews his Joyalty. The heavenly Father
is no less tender and sympathetic than an
earthly parent.

Fourth, there is the stage of unem-
barrassed fellowship with God.  Jesus
could Jook unabashed into the Father's
face, because He had never been guilty of
the slightest sin -of commission or of
omission. In deed and word, in thought
and imagination and affection, He not only
remained pure, but perfect. Such perfec-
tion on our part will constitute the blessed-
ness of the heavenly life.

Paul does not claim childlike perfection
for himself, and he speaks for us all.
«“Not that I have already obtained, or am
already made perfect; but I press on, if so
be that I may lay hold on that for which
also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus.
Brethren, I count not myself yet to have
laid hold: But one thing J oo, forgetting the
things which are behind, and stretching
forward to the things which are before, I
press on toward the goal unto the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Let us, therefore, as many as are perfect,
be thus minded.””  Perfection in love
through the posver of the indwelling Spirit
is not simply the goal of our future
life; rather the stretching forward toward
it is to be accepted as our daily plan

RIKE
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of life on earth,  Surely this much is pos-
sible for us all,

Faith

Our success in winning souls for Christ,
in introducing reform and advancing the
Kingdom on earth, or in securing money
for the Kingdom, depends wpon the in-
dwelling of the Spirit, upon our fellowship
with Jesus, upon entering into partnership
with God. This reenforcement of our
personality by the Divine depends upon
our faith in reckoning ourselves to be
dead unto sin, but alive unto God in Jesus
Christ.  Faith in its essence is always
prophetic, It transcends a hard literalism
which recognizes no righteousness untl it
is fully accomplished and the habit com-
pletely established. Paul writes: ¢“Where-
fore we henceforth know no man after the
flesh,” i. e., after the literal, hard facts of
his existence, ¢*but all men after the Spirit,”’
i. e., after their ideals and their strivings.
But while faith is always prophetic, it is
never antinomian; it never cloaks a sinner
with the robe of Christ’s righteonsness,
leaving him inwardly a sinmer. It never
credits us with what we do not possess in
spirit. Unless we are in unceasing and
unconquerable warfare against our appe-
tites, unless we are forgetting the things
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which are behind and stretching forward to
the things which are before, we cannot
reckon ourselves dead unto sin, but alive
unto God in Christ Jesus.

Paul's Prayer for All of Us

Listen to Paul’s inspiring prayer in our
behalf, and especially notice the strength
of the closing words: ¢¢For this cause !}
bow my knees unto the Fatber from Whom
every family in heaven and on earth is
named, that He would grant you, accord-
ing to the riches of His glory, that ye may
be strengthened with power through His
spirit in the inward man; that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith; to the
end that ye, being rooted and grounded
in love, may be strong to apprehend with
all the saints what is the breadth and
length and height and depth, and to know
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge,
that ye may be filled unto all the fulness
of God.

«« Now unto Him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the Power that
worketh in us, unto Him be the glory in
the Church and in Christ Jesus unto all
generations forever and ever, AMEN.’’
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THE next ten years will in all probability

constitute a turning-point in human
history, and may be of more critical impor-
tance in determining the spiritual evolution
of mankind than many centuries of ordinary
experience. If those years are wasted havoc
may be wrought that centuries are not able
to repair. On the other hand, if they are
rightly used they may be among the most
glorious in Christian history.

We need supremely a deeper sense of
responsibility to Almighty God for the great
trust which He has committed to us in the
evangelization of the world. That trust is
not committed in any peculiar way to our
missionaries, or to societies. * ¥ ¥ Itis com-
mitted to all and each within the Christian
family; and it is as incumbent on every mem-
ber of the Church as are the elementary
I\rirlues of the Christian life—faith, hope, and
ovE. - !

Just as a great national danger demands
a new standard of patriotism and service
from every citizen, so the present condition of
the world and the missionary task demands
from every Christian, and from every con-
gregation, a change in the existing scale of
missionary zeal and service, and the eleva-
tion of our spiritual ideal.

The providence of God has led us into a

new world of opportunity, of danger, and of
duty.—Evxtract from Werld Misstonary Confer
ence, Edinburgh, Address to the Churches.

Punted Navember, 1910

R

THE CALL OF THE FOREIGN
FIELD TO AN IMMEDIATE
ADVANCE

UNHINDERED ACCESS TO THE
PAGAN WORLD

The crisis confronting the Christian world to-
day must be apparent to ail thoughtful men,

First: Political barriers are down and the
world is now open to the gospel. Two thirds
of the population of the globe and three fourths
of its area are under the control of Christian
nations. Of this thousand million people all
save the Russians are now accessible to the
gospel, and Russia is served by the Greek
Christian Church. Of people under non-Chris-
tian governments, the 460,000,000 Chinese,
Japanese, and Koreans are as open to the gos-
pel as are peoples under Christian governments.
Unhindered access to the pagan world never

confronted the Christian Church before,
SPIRITUAL UNREST OF PAGANISM

But a second and more important element
in the crisis is the fact that the hearts of pagan
people are as never before open to the gospel.
It is not accurate to represent any considerable
proportion of the pagan world as eager for the
gospel; how can men be eager for blessings
of whose very existence they are ignorant? For
the most part only those who have witnessed ths
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transforming effects of Christ upon the lives
of others are seeking Him. Moreover, with
guch peoples the gospel’s summons to repente
ance and to the abandonment of sin often
arouses opposition to-day, as in the days
when the Master trod the earth, But while
no considerable proportion of non-Chrstian
peoples are eager for the gospel, nevertheless
the recent impact of Western civilization upon
the Orient, of Christendom upon paganism, has
turned the whole pagan world into a troubled
sea, 1he unrest in India, China, Korea,
Persia, Turkey, and the Mohammedan world is
perhaps the most striking development in twenti-
eth century history. .

Illustrations of the changed attitude toward
the gospel are found in every land. Mass move-
ments toward Christianity among the 300,
000,000 of India, revivals in Korea, China, and
among the 500,000,000 of the Far East, the
welcome accorded to missionaries wherever they
have appeared among the 200,000,000 of
Alrica, the stirrings of civil and religious free-
dom among the peoples of South America, and
the revolutions In Turkey and Persia, are facts
with which every intelligent reader is familiar.
No man whose mind is open to the truth and
who is familiar with world movements any more
doubts the recent spiritual awakening and the
present restlessness of the pagan world than he
disputes the disappearance of the political bar
riers which kept the church out of pagan lands
for nineteen hundred years.

Pagan faiths are powerless to relieve this
restlessness. Christ alone delivers from the
guilt and power of sin; He alone brings peace
to the human heart; He alone makes possible
individual and national regeneration. The
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world-wide restlessness of paganism is a world-
wide opportunity for Christ,

This world-wide and world-known disap-
pearance of political barriers, and the craving
of pagan hearts for more light and life, bring
the whole Christian world and the whole pagan
world into a life and death struggle for the
first time in human history; it constitutes the
greatest crisis which has confronted the Chris-
tian Church since the days of the Reformation.

HOW MEET THE CRISIS

Tuming to the needs created by the crisis,
Protestantism now has in the field 15,000
missionaries. Accepting the standard of one
missionary for each 25,000 of the unveached
population, these, under God, may suffice for the
evangehization of 375,000,000. The Chns-
tan Church needs 25,000 more missionaries
for the evangelization of the 625,000,000 not
yet provided for. .

Methodism has 730 men and single women
in the field. This enables her to provide for
the evangelization of 18,000,000 people.
Counting the wives of missionaries, she has
1,050 missionaries in the field, and hence at
best can provide for only about 25,000,000
people. But in its far stretching felds on every
continent some 150,000,000 people must look
to the Methodist Episcopal Church for the
evangelical message, even though other churches
meet thelr responsibilities in their respeciive
fields. Such a task involves a six-fold increase
of our missionary force at the earliest practicable
moment.

But it is as foolish to send missionaries to the
field without tools to work with as it is to send
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men to the forest without axes to fell the treea
We must raise funds to provide homes for the
missionaries, churches, school houses, hospitals,
and printing presses; we must help support
native workers until we can develop a native
constituency. LThese needs demand heavy ex-
penditures ontside the salaries of the men and
women on the field; and the supplying of these
needs is an imperative condition of success.
Printing presses are essential for the wide dis-
sernination of the gospel and the development
of an intelligent church membership; one great
cause for the success of missions is the fact that

the missionaries are usually the most mtelhgent
feople in the pagan lands. Hospitals in all

ds are demanded on the ground of mercy;
and in many lands they are the John Baptists
preparing the way for the gospel. Schools and
colleges are necessary, not only for an intelligent
constituency, but for the traming of ministers
and teachers so that our churches may soon
become self-propagating,

INADEQUATE, HOUSING OF MiS-
SIONARIES

Of our 320 missionary families the Board of
Foreign Missions, because of lack of funds, has
been unable to provide homes for more than
75 per cent. Some of these remaining families
are living in houses with other missionary
families and with very insufficlent accommo-
dations, These are not the best conditions for
efficient service upon the part of new mission-
aries nor upon the part of older missionaries,
who are receiving them into their homes and
inte a common family life. To avoid this diff-
culty some of our families in trying climates are

6

living in native houses in very unsanitary condi-
tions, It is as unwise to send missionaries to
the field without means to preserve their health
and strength as it is to send soldiers into a
campaign with no provision for sanitation.

FAILURE. TO REINFORCE OUR
PHYSICIANS

All missionary authorities are practically
agreed that every hospital on a mission field
should have at least two phys;mans. so as to
provide for evangelistic tours in connection with
the medical work for the treatment of people
in their homes, for critical operations, for the
inevitable illness and the necessary furloughs of
the physicians. Cut of twenty-one hospitals
in China_only eleven have two physicians, and
the hospitals in other fields are not so well
equipped as those in China. On account of
the illness or death of the physicians, hospitals
treating thousands of patients a year have been
compelled to close their doors. Such action
not only leaves a plant, with its heavy equipment,
1dle. and the needy dying for lack of care, but
it serlously discredits the church in the com-
munities where such patent failures take place.
To avoid a disaster one physician is trans-
ferred from the hospital where two physicians
are located to the vacant hospital, wherever this
can be arranged. Sometimes distance or dif-
ferences in language make such relief impossible,
and in all cases such a transfer throws a double
burden upon the physician left in charge of the
larger hospital. In one instance during the
present year a transfer has left one physician
fo treat on an average a hundred cases a day,
the cases in one single day in May, 1910,
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numbering 163. How long may the church
expect that physician to bear the strain before
retiring with broken health?

On the other hand, physicians have been
sent to muission fields without hospitals having
been erected and left to establish such a medical
plant as may be possible in a native mud house
or to secure from people thousands of miles dis-
tant the funds with which to erect a hospital.
Naturally, such physicians are transferred to
vacant hospitals wherever practicable. But
sometimes the transfer of a physician who has
no hospital leaves one or more missionary fami-
lies and a native school numbering two to three
hundred students without any medical care.
Cases can be given of missionary families with
a school numbering more than a hundred stu-
dents, three days’ journey from the nearest phy-
sician. If an epidemic breaks out in the school,
a messenger must be sent on a three days’ jour-
ney for the physician and the epidemic has six
days to run before the physician can arrive; and
if he spends only a single day at the school
his visit keeps him seven days from his own
work, At other times the size and importance
of a city and the success of the physician in
gaining access to the city renders his transfer
unwise, even though he is obliged to work there
without a hospital.

The reason missionaries continue to enter
cities without hospitals is that in many cases
they are the only persons who can gain access
to these cities. The reasons why they keep as
many hospitals as possible open, instead of con-
centrating their efforts upon fewer centers, are:
first of all, the crying needs of the multitudes
who appeal to them for help; second, the fact
that discounting of all our work before the eyes
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of the pagan communities inevitably follows the
closing of a hospital; and third, the sad but
indisputable fact that such medical work, piti-
able as it is, so infinitely excels native medicat
practice, that our hospitals are serving as models
of healing and sanitation in every pagan land
where they are established. But we submit
that our people at home ought not to leave our
physidians going to the field to struggle unaided
against such fearful odds.

CRYING NEED FOR TEACHERS

What is said of hospitals applies with greater
force to our schools and colleges, for the latter
are more numerous and more essential to our
final success than the former. All our day
schools and many of our boarding schools are
manned by pative Christians. In some cases
this is due to the fact that we have developed
native leaders competent for these heavy respon-
sibilities; but in many cases the lack of super-
vision i1s due to the fact that the missionary in
charge of a school has either died or has been
sent home in broken health, and we have been
compelled either to close the school or to put
a native teacher in charge of it. Even more
pitiable, because far more common, is the strain
which we are putting upon missionaries through
the rapid increase ot pupils with nc correspond-
ing increase of missionary teachers. So eager
are the young people for Christian learning that
scores of cases may be cited in which students
bring back to school additional students and
beg the privilege of putting up bunks on the
side of a room seven by eight feet in dimensions,
so that the room may accommeodate four stu-
dents instead of the two for which it was in«
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tended. " In other cases, students are sleeping
on porches and in recitation rooms and in native
houses with mud floors and walls and small
paper windows—all for the privilege of entering
the school of the foreign teacher, Under these
circumstances, few missionaries can persuade
themselves to send back the students to their
villages of pagan darkness.

The rapid increase of students in many cases
results in breaking down the foreign teacher.
In one case a missionary in a college taught ten
classes a day, giving each class a half hour’s
time, in order that he might furnish instruction
to the large number crowding the buildings; in
addition he was required to serve as treasurer
of a large mission, and, not having been trained
as a bookkeeper, this work took a third of his
time; because no other missionary could be spared
for the service, this teacher was compelled to be-
come the college pastor, preaching twice on Sun-~
day and conducting a prayer meeting with an
attendance of 600 persons; presently the district
superintendent broke in health and this professor
was compelled to take charge of the district and
oversee the work of the native pastors, so far as
he could do so; then the president of the col-
lege was called away and the professor was
compelled to assume additional burdens in order
to keep the college running. What wonder
is 1t that this missionary broke in health and had
to be sent home? In another case a missionary
was in charge of a school of 300 boys, treasurer
of the mission, pastor of a city church, and
superintendent of thirty groups of native work-
ers who went out each Sunday to preach Jesus
to the native people, and in addition superin-
fended the erection of new buildings. Another
Missionary is supenntendent of a district em-
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bracing 5,000,000 people with a dozen pastors
under him, pis president and the only foreign
teacher of a theological school in which he is
preparing some twenty men for the ministry,
and has at the same time the presidency of a
college with all its varied duties. In one more
case a missionary is principal of a school in
which he teaches sixteen hours a week, is pastor
of the native church, is superintendent of six other
schools within a range of forty-five miles from
his home, and is district superintendent of a large
district.  In not all of our schools and colleges
are the teachers so overloaded, but cases of
under-manned  institutions and overworked
teachers can be multiplied until every school and
college in the foreign field has been described.

Here again the question will be asked by
men in the home field: Why overtask your-
selves in this matter? Simply because there
has been a great change in public sentiment in
pagan lands within the last twenty years—with-
in the last ten years—within the last five years
—within the last year—and the people are
crowding upornt us for help; and you at home
have not had time to realize these rapid ad-
vances on the field and to furnish us with the
needed reinforcements, « We prayed for these
opportunities years and years and waited for
them; at last the opportunities have come: and
if we let them pass we are not sure that they
will ever come again; nay, we are quite sure
that many of them never will return. Above
all, even with such scant means, and with our
lack of workers, we are offering education far
superior to the education which pagan govern-
ments can offer and our schools are fixing the
standard and molding the higher education of
empivres,
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BURDENS OF SUPERVISION

Turning to our evangelistic work, more than
half our districts are without foreign district
superintendents. This is partially due to the
fact that capable native superintendents have
been developed in our older fields; but it is due
in part to the fact that we cannot furnish mis-
sionary superintendents for all of our districts.
To meet the crisis In some measure we have
deveIOped. a new type of district superintendent:
one man 1s often appointed missionary in charge
of two or more districts. We thus have men
supervising the work in districts of 3,000,000
to 5,000,000 and even 8,000,000 people. In
reality they are coadjutor bishops and in any
other church than ours they would be elected
to the office. They are laying the foundation
of the church in regions of greater populations
thzzln several states inth America combined possess,
and are repeating the tn
and are 1 pVV eslegy. umphs of Asbury and

THE HEAVIEST LOAD

In addition to these tremendous burdens,
there is another responsibility which rests more
heavily upon the hearts of missionaries than their
da:!y tasks, namely, their responsibility for se-
curing funds for the maintenance of their work
and workers. In some mission fields last year
the Board of Foreign Missions was unable to
appropriate a dollar for the support of schools
or hospltals or native pastors; in not a single
field was the appropriation sufficient to cover
these 'abso[ute essentials. For the missionary
who lives six thousand to twelve thousand miles
from the friends at home—to whom his appeals
for financial aid must be made—to be compelled
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to resort to the written page, to feel unable to
place in writing any picture of the needs which
contront him on the field, to know that not only
the comforts but the necessities of those who
are risking their lives for the sake of the King-
dom depend upon his efforts, and then to wait,
week after week, and sometimes month after
month, for a response to his letters, and at last
to receive the blighting news: ““We cannot help
you this year”—this heart-breaking experience
brings more sleepless nights and causes more
gray hairs and results in more breakdowns upen
the field than any other single task committed
to his care. [From facts such as these may be
gained some impression of the crisis on the mis-

sion field to-day.
A MAN’'S JOB

The crisis, which is only another name for
opportunity, appeals peculiarly to men. The
women of the church will bear their full measure
of the responsibilities and make their full share
of the sacrifices; but this is peculiarly a man’s
job. Jesus Christ was a man. The twelve
disciples were men. The task demands all the
strength that the strongest men can command;
and their resources must be reinforced by the
infinite resources of God. The laity as well as
the ministers must aid. In the early church lay-
men were found in full co-operation with the
apostles, The first deacons in the apostolic
church were distinctively laymen and assigned
to laymen’s tasks. In the days of persecution,
the apostles remained in the churches at Jeru-
salem and the laity went everywhere preaching

the gospel. And so in every great crsis Geod
has laid hold of laymen like Ambrose, Zinzen-
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dorf, Howard, Wilberforce, Livingstone, and
Moody, and called them to the leadership of
the church, Saint Francis and Loyola were
not ordained until after they had entered upon
lhelr' great careers. Indeed, Calvin was never
ordained, and our own William Taylor was a
lacal preacher when he was elected a Bishop
to Africa. So in all churches to-day the minis-
ters are recruited from the laity, and in some
churches laymen join with ministers in electing
them to orders. Thank God, there is no eccles;.
astical caste in Christendom. The Holy Spirit
fell upon the laity, as well as upon the apostles,
on the day of Pentecost. Paul was not or.
dained until with Silas he started on his second
missionary tour. Five of the most prominent
figures in the book of Acts are laymen, and the
longest New Testament report of a sermon,
next to the Sermon on the Mount, is the report
of the words of the first Christian martyr
Stephen, the layman. .

If ever there was a time when laymen
were needed, the present crisis demands their
help. The evangelization and Christianization
of the world call for all the talents and all the
gifts of the entire membership of the church.
They. demand the broadest thinking, the sanest
p]anpmg, the highest consecration, the most
heroic efforts. The task is simply superhuman,
and demands, in addition to all other resources,
the be.h_) of Almighty God, Our appeal is to
the spirit of service, to the latent heroism of the
men of Methodism. Qur Revolution and our
great Civil War called for the heroism of the
entire manhood of America, but a greater task
confronts us than ever confronted America in
war.  The inhabitants of other worlds are
eagerly walching our struggles. Missionaries—
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their ranks rapidly thinning by sacnfice—call for
your help. The pagan world—restless as the
tumultuous sea—appeals to you for aid. Above
all, the Heavenly Father through His Word
appeals to you and commands you to fill up that
which remaineth behind of the sacrifice of Christ.
This is a business man's task. Jesus said, I
must be about my Father's business.” His
Father is your Father, too; and your Father's
business is your business.

Even those not formally connected with the
church must help. We know many instances
of generous response upon the part of men and
women who have not yet joined the church, but
whose hearts are moved toward service and
who desire to leave the world a little better
for their living in it. God needs the service of
these souls. The cnsis compels us to appeal
to you, and we are sure you will not fail your
pagan brothers struggling in the great deep, or
disappoint your Heavenly Father who sent you
into the world to serve.

All can help. All cannot go. But all can
go or send. Give much if you can. If you
cannot give much, give what you can, and win
the widow's blessing from the lips of the Master.
It is not conceivable that God meant the church
to pray for nineteen hundred years for the open-
ing of the gates to the pagan world and then
not to enter the field when He flings the gates
wide open. It is not conceivable that Ged
has opened the whole world to the Christian
Church for the first time in human history and
then means the church to pass by on the other
side, busy with the petty tasks of earth, or to
stand and idly contemplate the perishing world
like the rabble around the Cross. It is not
conceivable that God summons us to meet this



crisis, and in case we respond and do our
utmost, that His promise to be with us even to
the end of the age will then fail, Let us adopt
John Wesley’s motto: “All at it, always at it

altogether at it,”" and evangelize the world in
the present generation.
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A NEW WORLD

E are entering a2 new world as
the following facts make plain:

1 When the people elected Mr. Wilson
president in 1912, no one dreamed of
a world war, In electing a man who
kept the nation out of war so long as
Eeace could he preserved with honor,
ut, when the stern decision must be
made, led the people at untold cost to
themselves to choogse almost unanimous-
ly the right; in finding a man who is
becoming the spokesman of the world
and is shaping the ideals of humanity,
we were as strangely and providentially
guided as in the choice of Washington
and Lincoln.

The passage by Congress of the Pro-
hibition Amendment is the greatest
piece of constructive legislation in
American history since the passage of
the amendment prohibiting slavery.

The admission of 6,000,000 women to
suffrage in Great Britain, in return for
their sacrifices in the war, and the prog-
ress of woman suffrage in America
were unforeseen, save by prophetic
souls. But all people now trust that
the women will providentially strength-
en the forces for temperance, social pu-
rity and the conservation of childhood
for the coming struggles of the human
race,

2

4 Capital, intelligence and labor are the

three factors in the production of
wealth; and in the admission of laborers
to a larger and more equal share in the
direction of economic and political en-
terprises, we are resting democracy
upon a broader basis than ever before
in history.

b For the struggles which must follow
the war Great Britain is already organ-
izing her financial, industrial and com-
mercial resources in a manner that will
match the marvelous organization of
Germany. In the United States a sim-
ilar reorganization is under way. The
modification of our competitive system
by coordination and cooperation in in-
dustries, transportation and commerce
is another sign that we are entering

upon a new world.

The war has both revealed and developed
a spirit of patriotism and unselfishness and
humanitarianism of which we little dreamed.
Millions are learning the blessedness of giv-
ing; the cheerfulness with which men accept
taxation, offer their service without com-
pensation, make unconstrained contributions
to the Red Cross and the Y. M. C. A., and
offer their lives for the country, is un-
paralleled in history.

Mr. Wilson has voiced the aspirations of
the human race in his demand for world
democracy—i.e., for the right of self-deter-
mination upon the part of every nation in
helping to decide upon its place in the
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world; and for the right of self-determina-
tion, upon the part of each individual with-
in the nation, in helping to shape the in-
stitutions which mold the destiny of himself
and his posterity.

Two grave obstacles lie across the
pathway of world democracy.

1 We do not think that the first obstacle—
German militarism—is invincible, Ger-
many began the war ostensibly for a
place in the sun; in reality for the mili-
tary conquests of KEurope, and, later,
of the world. But her consent to Presi-
dent Wilson’s demand for the limitation
of armaments is an indisput:.ble admis-
sion of the failure of militarism; it must
inevitably lead to the abandonment of
the claim she still maintains of holding
what the sword has taken. The ac-
ceptance by every nation of an interna-
tional limitation of armaments presages
the disappearance of the era of mili-
tarism and of the doctrine that might
makes right,

2 The second grave obstacle to world de-
mocracy is ignorance and moral weak-
ness upon the part of multitudes who
desire to participate therein, The present
struggle has thrilled, not only Europe,
Australia and North America, but South
America, Africa and Asia. We cannot
establish permanent peace with demoe-
racy for the white races and forcible
subjection for the colored races of the
world. On the other hand, how can we
admit to an equal voice in settling the
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gravest problems, millions upon millions
of people in their present state of ig-
norance and moral impotence, without
endangering the civilization of the

world?

The only solution of our problem is
Christian missions. As Bishop Welch
has wisely said: “The pillars of
democracy are intelligence and vir-
tue,” and these are the product of

Christianity.

The late Yuan Shih Kai probably was the
ablest pagan ruler of this century. He
attributed the Chinese revolution to Chris-
tian missions, saying that the Christian
teaching of the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of men would undermine every
despotism on earth, He added: “I am not
a Christian; I am a Confucianist. But Con-
fucianism is not strong enough for the
crisis which is upon us. Only Christ can
save China.” The Gospel, which teaches
that God has made of one substance all
nations to dwell upon the face of the earth;
that Jesus Christ tasted death for every
man; the Gospel which commands us to
evangelize the nations, furnishes, in the lan-
guage of President Wilson, “The only forca
in the world that I ever heard of that does
actively transform the life, and the proof of
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the transformation is to be found all over
the world, and is multiplied and repeated as
Christianity gains fresh territory in the
heathen world.”

We are pouring out billions of maoaney,
and millions of men are offering their lives,
to preserve human freedom for the race.
Absolutely essential as this program is,
nevertheless it is a program of destruction,
or, at best, simply of conservation. The
only constructive program before the na-
tions is the program of modern missions.

Had Protestantism spent forty millions
of dollars in missionary work in Russia
during the last forty years, Russian democ-
racy would stand firm in the crisis and
would be worth forty billions of dollars in
terminating the war.

With the colored races now slightly out-
numbering the white races of the earth;
with South America, one of the two great
unoccupied regions of the earth, filling up
with a mixed white and colored populsation;
with Malaysia, the other great unoccupied
region of the earth, filling up with colored
people who will number some three hun-
dred million before the close of the century,
who doubts that, if the white races continue
to dominate every continent by military
power, and to exclude the yellow races from
five of the six great continents, limiting
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their countless millions to a portion of Asia,
there will arise & race war in comparison
with which our present struggle will prove g
skirmish! Moreover, if we overthrow mili-
tarism in Germany we must not ourselves
plan to continue it for the control of the
colored populations of the earth.

The alternative is the speedy evangeliza-
tion of the world. The Gospel of Jesus
Christ lays the foundation of intelligence
and virtue upon which, alone, the liberty of
the earth can rest.

Henry Morgenthau says:

“The moral issues of this era are the
gravest in the history of the world. If it
turns outl that we are morally unprepared
as we are physically unprepared, I tremble
for the future of the world.”

We must definitely and adequately pre-
pare now to enter upon a vigorous forward
movement in missions, We must be ready
to offer the Gospel as never before to the
nations of the earth the day peace is de-
clared; and we must accept this task as an
integral and continuous part of our war
program. The evangelization of the nations
is the safety of the world.
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the world, and is multiplied and repeated as
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We are pouring out billions of money,
and millions of men are offering their lives,
to preserve human freedom for the race.
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DEVOTIONAL ADDRESS DELIVERED
AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
AT MINNEAPOLIS, MAY 7, 1912,
BY RBISHOP JAMES W. BASHFORD

UNINTERRUPTED
FELLOWSHIP
WITH GOD

eT us think together for a few
moments upon uninterrupted fellow-
ship with God. Jesus states the
condition of fellowship in the first com-
mandment: ¢<Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind.”” Jesus
is not simply repeating a law of the Old
Testament. His words always spring out
of His own experiences; and Jesus, in
laying down this condition of fellowship
with God, states the law which He had
found valid in His own life on earth in
the midst of temptations which assailed
Him, as they beset us all. Love, a love
which masters and entrances heart and
soul and mind, is the first condition of
uninterrupted fellowship with God.

Obedience

‘The second condition of uninterrupted
fellowship with Jesus is obedience. Indeed
obedience is the test of love. <<If ye love
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UNINTERRUPTED FELLOWSHIF

Me, ye will keep My commandments. And
I will pray the Father and He shall give
yon another Comforter, that He may be
with you forever.”” Again, Jesus says, <“If
a man love Me, he will keep My word; and
My Father will Jove him, and We will come
unto him and make Our abode with Him.”

Power

These conditions are very hard and
many will feel that they are impossible of
fulfilment. But Jesus gives us the
promise, ¢¢Ye shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit is come upon you.”” With His
aid we can maintain uninterrupted fellow-
ship with Him.  The marvelous trans-
formation which came to Peter between
his oaths and denial of the Lord on the eve
of the crucifixion and bis testimony on the
day of Pentecost, is equally possible for us.
««We are never,’’ as Philips Brooks once
said, ¢‘to seek tasks according to our
strength, but strength according to our
tasks.”’

W. L. Walker, in a remarkable book on
the Holy Spirit and the Incarnation, holds
that the distinctive feature of Christianity
is that it is a religion of Power. Those who
have lived in pagan lands know that
Buddha and Confucius can give us great
moral precepts, but their worshipers are
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UNINTERRUPTED FELLOWSHIP

impotent to carry out the precepts of their
masters. On the other hand the Christian
can sing;

“My help cometh from Jehovah,
Whe made heaven and the earth.
He will not suffer thy foor 1o be moved,
He thar keepeth thee will not sluméber.”

Pagan and
Christtan Power

1 remember once a pagan captain, who,
after we had gone through a rapid in which
he thought his boat was doomed, turned
with pale face and trembling lips and cried,
““Your God is a mighty God.”’

Yuan Shi Kai, late President of the
Chinese Republic, once said to the Rev-
erend H. H. Lowry, <<I am not aChristian,
I am a Confucianist. But Confucianism is
not strong enough for the crisis which is
upon us.  Only your Christ can save
China.”” Let us ever kecp in mind that He
is an almighty, as well as a loving God,
whom we worship, and He has promised to
come with His Son and abide in us.
<«Wherefore, also He is able to save to the
uttermost them that draw near unto God
through Him, seeing He ever liveth ta make
intercession for them,”’

FIVE
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Imagination

*The weapons of our warfare are not of
the flesh, but mighty before God to the
casting down of strongholds, casting down
imaginations and every high thing that is
exalted against the knowledge of God, and
bringing every thought into captivity to
the obedience of Christ,”> The secret of
uninterrupted fellowship with Christ is this
divine swaying of our imagination, of the
spontaneous sources of thought and affec-
tion and will,

Four Stages of Fellowship

1. We find four stages of tellowship in
experience.  First, there is the stage of
broken fellowship, the stage of back-sliders,
of those who once knew God and obeyed
Him, but have fallen away from the faith
and abandoned obedience, men whose fel-
lowship with God is now broken.

2. Again, there is the stege of inter-
rupted fellowship.  This is the stage in
which most of us live. We have found
Christ, we know Him as our Saviour., We
have experienced forgiveness; we would not
abandon such faith as we have under any
compulsion. But we indulge in wrong acts
which bring condemnation upon us, We
attempt to justify ourselves by saying,

gix
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«*Weare only human; we are still living in
the body; therefore almost sure to fall into
condemnation through some form of sin.’?
«‘My indulgence is no worse than that of
others; Brother So-and-So commits far
greater offenses than 1 do.”” In this stage
of interrupted fellowship we sometimes
abide for weeks and months, Usually we
do not remain at the same level. Through
grace we are overcoming our faults, or
from the neglect of grace we are departing
farther and farther from God. A revival
often restores multitudes who have fallen
into this stage of interrupted fellowship.

3. Above the stages of broken fellowship
and of interrupted fellowship there is the
stage of uninterrupted fellowship. This
stage is possible to all of us in the present
life. Dr, S. A. Keen was one of the
sanest advocates of sanctification 1 have
ever known. I once said to him, «Have
you ever felt any condemnation since you
made this profession of sanctification?’’
«Oh, yes,’’ he said, ¢*I have been con-
demned many times.”’ I was astonished
at his answer and asked further, ¢*How,
then, does your experience since you came
into this state of sanctification differ from
your earlier experiences?’’ His reply was
in substance as follows: <¢<Before I expe-~
rienced sanctification I was in a stage of
interrupted fellowship with Christ.  Some-

SEVLN
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times my heart grew cold. But God
visited my church with gracious revivals,
during which 1 renewed my strength and
followed Christ, at least for a time, with
greater faithfulness, 1 thank God for His
patience and for these visitations of divine
grace. But since this new experience 1
have not suffered my fellowship with
Christ to be seriously interrupted. The
Holy Spirit deals faithfully with me. The
moment He perceives a wrong act performed
by me, a wrong word springing from my
lips, 2 wrong impulse coming into my
heart, He warns or rebukes me, and I
instantly respond to His warning or
rebuke. I turn to God immediately for
forgiveness and for increased strength to
do His will. If I have given offense to
others I turn to them also for forgiveness,
Hence my fellowship with God has been
uninterrupted since I entered upon this
blessed experience.>?

Sometimes a thoughtless word may fall
from our lips, a wrong impulse may be
indulged before we become aware of the
presence of the tempter.  The only remedy
is instant turning to God for forgiveness
and strength. Surely a mother’s or a
father’s fellowship with a child is not
broken, and is not even interrupted, if the
moment the child inds himself moving in a
wrong direction he turns instantly to
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father or to mother for forgiveness and
renews his loyalty. The heavenly Father
is no less tender and sympathetic than an
carthly parent.

Fourth, there is the stage of unem-
barrassed fellowship with God.  Jesus
could look unabashed into the Father’s
face, because He had never been guilty of
the slightest sin of commission or of
omission. In deed and word, in thought
and imagination and affection, He not only
remained pure, but perfect. Such perfec-
tion on our part will constitute the blessed-
ness of the heavenly life.

Paul does not claim childlike perfection
for himself, and he speaks for us all.
¢«Not that I have already obtained, or am
already made perfect; but I press on, if s0
be that I may lay hold on that for which
also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus.
Brethren, I count not myself yet to have
laid hold: But one thing [ ds, forgetting the
things which are behind, and stretching
forward to the things which are before, I
press on toward the goal unto the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Let us, therefore, as many as are perfect,
be thus minded.’””  Perfection in love
through the power of the indwelling Spirit
is not simply the goal of our future
life; rather the stretching forward toward
it is to be accepted as our daily plan

WINE
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of life on earth.  Surely this much is pos-
sible for us all,

Faith

Our success in winning souls for Christ,
in introducing reform and advancing the
Kingdom on earth, or in securing money
for the Kingdom, depends upon the in-
dwelling of the Spirit, upon our fellowship
with Jesus, upon entering into partoership
with God. This reenforcement of our
personality by the Divine depends upon
our faith in reckoning ourselves to be
dead unto sin, but alive unto God in Jesus
Christ.  Faith in its essence is always
prophetic. It transcends a hard literalism
which recognizes no righteousness until it
is fully accomplished and the habit com-
pletely established. Paul writes: <<Where-
fore we henceforth know no man after the
flesh,’’ i. e., after the literal, hard facts of
bis existence, ¢*but all men after the Spirit,"’
i. e., after their ideals and their strivings.
But while faith is always prophetic, it is
never antinomian; it never cloaks a sinner
with the robe of Christ’s righteousness,
leaving him inwardly a sinner. It never
credits us with what we do not possess in
spirit.  Unless we are in unceasing and
unconquerable warfare against our appe-
tites, unless we are forgetting the things
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which are behind and stretching forward to
the things which are before, we cannot
reckon ourselves dead unto sin, burt alive
unto God in Christ Jesus.

Paul’s Prayer for All of Us

Listen to Paul’s inspiring prayer in our
behalf, and especially notice the strength
of the closing words: ¢¢ For this cause 1
bow my knees unto the Father from Whom
every family in heaven and on earth is
named, that He would grant you, accord-
ing to the riches of His glory, that ye may
be strengthened with poswer through His
spirit in the inward man; that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith; to the
end that ye, being rooted and grounded
in love, may be strong to apprehend with
all the saints what is the breadth and
length and height and deptb, and to know
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge,
that ye may be filled unto all the fulness
of God.

¢ Now unto Him that js able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the Power that
worketh in us, unto Him be the glory in
the Church and in Christ Jesus unto all
gencrations forever and ever.  Amex.”’

FIEVEN
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THE WIDENING HORIZON
IN CHINA

"

The Missionary work of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
China is practically confined to scven of the twentv-two provinges.
One of our missionarics c¢rosscs the Yangtze at Kiukiang and
thus does some work in an cighth province, Ilupeh, where we
have somie splendid native Christians. Alorcover Chinese Chris-
tians returning from California have of their own initiative
preached the Gospel, led souls to Christ, built a cliurch, and
cstablished a school in the Kwangtung Province.  This work has
been visited by the bishop resident in China. One native mis-
sionary, who is supported in part by the local church and in part
by Chinese Christians in California, was ordained. We also have
a very few missionaries across the line of Chilli, in the region of
Alanchurta, now divided into threc provinces.

The provinces in which our missionaries labor contain one
hundred and eighty-cight million people, while the provinces thus
far not cntered by us embrace two hundred and fiftv willion
people.  Were any similar pagan population discovered in any
other part of the world without a Mecthadist nussionary, our
people wotld pour ont thieir nionev and would have men on the
wav to save these millions within the next six months. Nearness,
to be sure, would give an added empliasis to any such need or
opportunity. Dut nearness, or, 1n this case, aistance, ought not
1o be the influencing factor in the work of the kingdom of God.
Surelv the mumber thus far unreached by us, the openness of the
Chinese for the Gospel. and the faet that we have wmastered the
language. have translated the Dible and have created some
Chinese Christian  literature, and can reach these millions in
connection with our other work, make the appeal for the expan-
sionr of our work in the Chinese empire an irresistible one,
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PROPOSALS FOR EXPANSION

I. Reénforce West China Mission

I the order of ¢xpansion can be planued, the first step to take
is to reénforce immediately our work in West China so that we
may at least vetain the territory in that province which we have
cultivated during the last twenty vears. This territory embraces
one sixth of the Szechuen province, with one third of its popula-
tion of sixty-eight million people. Qur Methodist missionaries,
being among the first Christians to enter this province, naturally
seitled along the Yangtze from Chungking, the commercial
metropolis, through the Chentu plain to Chentu, the political
capital of the province. This Chenu plain, according to Mr.
Archibald Little in “The Far Fast.” has a denser population
than any other spot on the face of the carth except possibly the
county in which London is located. 1lere our missionaries have
labored and prayed and built up a native Methodism.  Qur gains
m the West China Mission have averaged 29 per cent a year for
the last two years. Ninety per cent of our church members are
mature men, and only ten per cent women and children.  Ninety
per cent of our church members can read and write as compared
with ten per cent of the surrounding adult male population. We
must receive word in the very near future that we can add four
or five additional married workers to the force in West China,
or clse we must surrender to other socicties a part of this most
truitful ficld. Surely Methodism ought to exert herself mightily
to hold her possession in this garden spot of the world,

11. Extend the present boundarics of Foochow and Ilinghua
Conferences

The houndarics of the Foochow Conference aught to be en-
larged in a northwesterly direction until they meet the houndaries
of the Central China Conference.,  The houndarics of the Cen-
tral China Conference ought to he extended fifty miles to, the
south that they may touch the southern end of the IHinghua
Conference.  In addition, the bhoundaries of the MHinghua Con-
ference should De extemded in a westerly direction until they
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unite with the castern limits of the Central China Conference.
This would connect these three conferences and bring our mis-
sionaries into closer relations; would enable us to transfer mis-
stonaries from onc field to another according to the relative needs
of cach ficld, and would contribute in every way to the enlarge-
ment and improvement of our work in those ficlds already occn-
picd. To make these extensions would necessitate the adding of
perhaps four missionaries and their wives to the force of the
IFoochow and Hinghua Conferences.

111, Divide Central China Conference into tivo paris

With this slight enlargement of what is now the Central China
Conference, it should be divided into two conferences, This con-
ference now has work in the four provinces of Kiangsu, Anhwei,
Kiangsi and Mupeh, with an area as large as that of all New
England, New York and New Jersey, and with a population of
about onz hundred millions. We have for this vast territory and
cnornious population but fve foreign presiding clders, and the
whole force at cach of its five mission stations is entirely inade-
quate. To do any kind of justice to this work we ought immedi-
ately to double the number of presiding elders in Central China,
and also add largely to our teaching and medical forces.

The Central China Conference is located in the great Yangtze
valley, onc of the most fertile farming scctions in the workl.
Iere also are great coal and iron resonrces. 1t has a perfect
network of canals and streams. Moreover, being on China’s
great waterway, the Yangtze River, it is easy cf access and is in
touch with the outside world.

Hecere is a great population waiting {for us to give them the
Gospel.  Surely Methodism will arise to this opportunity, and
mot ntake it necessarv cither to abandon territory or else to fail

in this strategic region,
V. Organize Shantung District into Shantung Conference

In the Shantung Proviuce of the North China Conference we
have one presiding elder’s district for a province larger than New
York State and a population of thirtv-cight millions.  The Darent
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Board has three missionarics and their wives and the Woman’s
Foreign Missionary Society three workers for this entire province.
This is the province which has heen exploited to some extent by
the Germans. It has vast coal and iron resources, and along with
Shansi, promises to be the Pittshurg region of the Chinese emipire,
Indecd railroads are already building and the mines are being
opened.  This presiding clder’s district should be expanded into
the Shantung Conference. 1t should he extended south throngh
the fertile territory Iving along the Grand Canal, that ancient and
noted artificial waterway, until the Shantung Conference connects
with the Central China Conference. This would conncct four of
our five conferences in China.  Here is another opportunity
which Methodism must not allow to pass by through failing to
respond in her providential hour.

I Inter Manchuria

Ncarly all of the territory formerly known as Manchuria has
been made into the three provinces of JFengtien, Heilungkiang
and Kirin and incorporated into China proper.  Their latitude
ranges from that of Columibus, (Ohio, to that of the southern part
of Canada, and their total area cquals that of Ohio, Indiana, and
Texas combined.  The population has in twentyv-five years in-
creased from seven and one half millions to twenty-one millions.
The soil is much like the black soil of IHinois and lowa and is
very fertile.  This natural resonree has been made available to
the natives through the railroads which have been constructed by
the Russians, and the railroad rouming from lieatsin, the com-
mercial center of North China. through the Great Wall, to
Alukden, the capital of Manchuria.  There are also splendid coal
and iron mines as yet unworked. Great developments are to take
place there aud the population fifty vears hence will probably
rcach one hundred millions. Only two miussions of any church are
at work there now.  Methodism should enter the field at once and
accupy the place as worker there which the sitnation demands
of her,
'l. Begin work in Shansi Provinee

Shansi Proviuce lies west of Chihli Provinee and occupies
about &1 830 square miles.  Tts population ic 12,200,000, Baron
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Richtofen, in his three-volume report to the German Government,
startled the LEuropean nations by his statement that the Shansi
Province contains the richest coal and iron deposits in the world.
This report led to the attempt to divide China, which attempt
failed only through the intervention of Sccretary Hay and the
United States. Richtofen says that there is coal enough in
Shansi to supply the whole world for several thousand vears,
This is confirmed by the report of the sccond German comumis-
sion in 187-8. The mountains which contain the coal have been
so npheaved that they can be mined on a level without sinking
shafts. Railroads are alrcady building in these fields and the
dawn of a mining cra is at hand. Coal in some places lies three
thonsand feet above the Pacific, o that with suitable railroats
gravity will bear the mined coal to the sca. A tremendous amount
of Chinese labor is at hand and in a comparatively few years
Shansi will be the Pittsburg, the Dirmingham, the West Virginia
of .\sia.

Such is the character of the field which calls us as a church to
a «decided advauce. The hst below gives what must he pledged
before the work should be opened in either Manchuria or Shansi,
and is v no means all that is needed adequately to man cither
one of these ficlds.

Five Aisstonarics—one physician, two teachers, and two evan-
aclists, at $2,000 ecach for outgoing expenscs and sulary for

1wWo vears. ..., e e e e e e $ro.000
e restdences for the above, at 82,300 cach., ... ... .. . .. 12.300
One hospitaf, at S3,000. ... v oot Ce Co 5.000
Tiwo school buildings at Sz000 cuch. ..o il < .. ... 10.000
Nattee chapefs, workers, ete... .. oL, e e e 2.500
Sj0.000

The accompanving table shows the size and the population of
the various provinces and the number of people to cacl mission-
arv. .\ glancc at this table, together with the foregoing pres-
cntation. will show that in our propesals for strengthening exisi-
ing work and for expansiou, we have asked for it for the most
fertile portions of the empire or clse for those of largest manu-
facturing and miniug possibilities and probabilities, where the
largest number of people will be reached with the least possible
effort,
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Area Papulation  Pop. Miss'ns Mission- Inhab.

Sq. M aries  Per Miss,
Anhwei, oo L eee.. 53810 23.6j0,000 432 8 go 203,000
Chekiang. . ........ .. 36,650 11,58r000 313 ta 27 43,000
Chihli........... .. 115.80c 20,037,000 181 12 273 38,000
Chinese Turkestan. .. 530,000 1,200,000 -2 .
Fengtien...... . 350,000 12,000,000 240 .. e e
Fukien.. ......... 16,320 22877000 493 8§ 363 63,00c
Hetlungkinng. ... .. 130,000 2,000,000 | Cee e
Honan............ . 67,040  33.317.000 319 % 93 380,00C
Hunan. ........ .. 83.380 22,169,000 266 ¢ 87 z33.00¢
Hupceh........ .. 71,310 33,280,000 4304 15 220 160,00¢
Kansw.....oo0 .. oo 125.450 10,385,000 83 3 57 182.00c
Kiangs1 ..... . ... . 60480 26,532,000 382 6 165 161,00¢
Kiangsu,.......... . aS.6oo 13,080,000 302 20 300 39,00C
Kirin........... .. . 90,000 7,000,000 57 . Cee e
Kwangsi ........ .. 77.200 5,142,000 00 2 13 3903.00¢
Kwangtung.. . . . . go.970 31,8635000 310 10 419 j7.00C
Kweichau....... .. . 07,160 7.656,000 111 1 23 306,00c
Shansi.. ... . 81.830 12,200,000 149 7 121 101,00¢
Shantung ........ . .« 33070 38,238,000 683 13 225 170,00¢
Shensi. . ..... . 75,270 8,450,000 111 3 84 100.00¢
Szechuen.. ... .... 218480 68723000 313 7 252 273,00¢C
Yunman.... .... . 146.680 12.324.000 84 2 37 333.00c
China 'roper. ..... 2,302,420 410,532,000 230 20 3,240 132,00¢
Mongolia Dependencies 1,367,000 3.000.000 4 e
Thibet Dependencies . 538,000 3.300.000 3 :
AEChma o000 0L 405,420 338.032,000 100 .. e e

l'or more definite information as to special needs and oppor-
tunities, write to Dr. 1. 1. Gamewell, 150 Fifth Avenue, New
York citv.



The PBealing Qrt
in China

By BISHOP J. W. BASHFORD

soard of Missions & Church Extenston
of the Methodist Chureh,

LIBRARY

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CHINA CENTENNIAL COMMISSION
{50 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK




Printed in February, 1907

g J—

[

THE HEALING ART
IN CHINA

Mepicar work in China is a providential method of opening
new regions and ficlds for the gospel. The medical missionary
follows the example of the Master, who went evervwhere teach-
ing and healing the sick. The work combines the best features

THE LAME, THE HALT, AND THE BLIND AT MARTYRS'
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, CHANGLI, NORTH CHINA

of practical Christianity and Christian hwmanifarianism, for it
relieves suffering in a land where the suffering of the people con-
tinually fills one witlh compassion., Medical work has proved the
most cflective means of disarming prejudice, conquering hostility,
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HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN AT NANKING

certain money from the
United States. As the
patients in our hospitals
are vour own people,
perhaps vou will help
us,”  The official took
the subscription paper,
and answered: ‘I am
not a  Christian, but
leave vour paper here
and Tl raise the moncey
for vou. We all believe
in vour medical work.”
And  he raised  the
noney,

A certain city of forty
thousand inhabitants in
the Aonhwel rovince
was exceedingly hostile

2} %.ach
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THREE PATIENTS AT THE CHUNGKING

and opening doors. Chi-
nese Christians have Dbeen
able to point hostile per-
sons to man after man.
woman after woman, child
after child, whose lifc has
been saved by our mission-
ary  physicians when  the
Chinese  had  abandoned
the patient to death: and
no Confucianist or DBud-
dhist in China will speak
against such humanitarian
service.

In the citvy of Taian,
Shantung  Province, the
presiding elder went to one
of the leading officials and
said: I have failed 1o get
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to Christianity, and no missionary had been able to enter it. A\
woman from this place went to our hospital in \Wuhn, and was
curcd of a terrible malady. She went back, proclaiming what
had been done for lier body and for her soul, and now there is a
flourishing work in that city. Thus the medical missionary is the
“John Baptist” of this enterprise.

UNBINDING A BOUND FOOT AT HINCHUA

Medical work nat only prepares the way for the gospel; it is
directly cevangelistic.  In connection with cvery dispensary there
is a chapel. where the patients. while waiting to be treated. are
told why the missionary has come to China. and thus thev learn
of Jesus Christ, of his love for men, and of the salvation which
hie brings.  Ten to twenty thousand persons are treated annually
at the dispensaries of cach of our hospitals, and these are reached
with the gospel.  Religious meetings are held for the in-paticnts
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and the aim of the hospital
phvsicians in visiting, and
in country work, is to dispel
the terrible malady from
which the soul suffers
through sin, as well as to
heal the bLody.

At the Methodist Hospi-
tal at Kucheng, Irukien
Province, a blind man one
dav appeared, one of the
leading and well-known
gamblers of the cityv. He
had lost his evesight
through his gambling hab-
its and late hours. Fle was
successfully treated and his
evesight was restored. Ile
then was led to repent of
his sins, and ever since has
been a devoted Christian.
He has gone from place to
place telling the story of
his past lifc and of his
present salvation: and although he has been a Christian only
six or seven yvears. thousands have already heard the gospel from
his lips, and many have Deen saved through his consecrated
efforts.  Thus does the hospital work continually win souls for
the Master.

lut our twenty hospitals do even more than relieve 150,000
to 200,000 sick people cach vear, and open the way for the gospel
to lead hundreds to Christ.  They are introducing \WVestern
medical science among over 400,000,000 people.  While the pre-
vailing medical practice in China. after age-long experiment, has
stumbled upon a few simple remedies, nevertheless it rests upon
the grossest spiritualism.  Diseases are attributed to evil spirits
which have entered into and are tormenting the hody: and the

IN THE OPERATING ROOM
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NURSES AT SINGIU, SOUTHERN CHINA

Chinese practitioner attemipts io drive out these discases by mak-
ing a horrible din in the sick room, by giving nauscating drugs,
by sticking needles into the hody of the patient. and by cutting
or burning it. Such superstitions disappear before the Christian

s
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DR. GEORGE A. STUART AND MEDICAL GRADUATES AT NANKING
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phvsician, as darkness disappears before the sun.  Christian
hospitals are the pioncers of Western humanitarian science, and
thev are rapidly transforming medical practice among 400,000,-
000 human heings.

The medical work is established at our chicf stations. Gen-
crallv a hospital is built which accommodates in-patients, and at
which there is a dailv dispensary.  Occasional visits are made
to city patients by the physictans, and, where possible, medical
evangelistic trips are made into the country, where the sick are
treated inn their own villages.

Medical missionary work affords a unique opportunity at the
present time for reaching all classes of society; 1t also links
Cliristianity with the best that Western science has to offer and
thus gives it prestige among the Chinese.  So thoroughly are the
higher class Chinese coming to recognize the vaiue of medical
work that at some cities, such as \Antau and Nanchang, they are
offering 1o build hospitals for our church 1f we will supply the
physicians., llere is a splendid opportunity to do the Master's
_ _ work in China today.
‘,’%{‘{:ﬁ‘%ﬁ The present lack of
t’o“{{%&,’ff Chinese hospitals cquip-

‘o%’}’ P ped for modern medical

practice malkcs our op-

portunity onc that can

be grasped by a smaller
outlav of money than
will Dbe possible a few
vears hence.  Decause of
the advance which med-
ical science has made in
Japan it is now impossi-
ble to cstablish a hospi-
tal there that will com-
mand  respect  unless
twenty  or  twenty-hve
thousand dollars be ex-
pended at the begin-
HOSPITAL STAFF AT YENPING ning. In China now
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one can be planted for five thousand dollars.  What a vast oppor-
tunity ! Ifor such a moderate sum pagan practice can be over-
thrown anmong millions of people and the gates of the kingdom
of God pushed open for the entrance of the Great Physician.

The cost of maintaining a bed in a hospital in China varies
according to the Jocation of the hospital and also with respect to
the differing conditions of patients. Sick Chinese who do net
require spccial diet, prefer to provide their foad while in the
hospital, but when a special diet is necessary, the cost of main-
taining the patient is greatly increased, because many articles,
such as proper milk and other foodstuffs, which the physician
must prescribe, can be obtained only by importing them. Deds
can be supported in the hospitals at Yenping., Kucheng, Nanking,
Wuhy, Peking, Changli, Chungking, and Chentu, at from $23
to S150 each a vear,

Write to Dr. 1Y, D. Gamewell, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York
city, for anv special information desired concerning medical mis-
sion work in China.




"":—:' L ] T‘iisf':;: -lil

-
LT *,

T o |
1o vy s
. ‘:UA.,,‘E. [ l.
f L by sy

1
I -
' . o
. g
CHINA.”"
T - n
~ e

\‘;r 3 . ,\‘
L

FROM
EPISCOPAL ADDRESS

1912

BY

BISHOPS

BASHFORD

and LEWIS ﬂ
=




CHINA

THE greatest change in the largest nation
on earth is the report which Bishop Lewis and
[ bring vou from China. A Chinese statesnan
<aid a few years ago: “The West seems eager
to awaken the East; you fear my people will
never move, but be assured that when the
Chinese once start they will go fast and
far.” Napolcon, who poudered decply prob-
lems of the Orient, said: “When Cliina moves
she will change the face of the carth” DBut
neither of these statesmen dreamed that
China would attemipt, by a single leap, to
clear the chasm which separated the despotism
of Chi Hwangti and Genghis Kahn from
the republic of Washington and Lincoln. But
China has made the leap. her feet have struck
on the western side of chasm; but she is
still swaying and may fall backward. We
have come to a watershed in human history
Already the twentieth century may be likened
10 the thirtcenth century, and even td the cen-
tury of the Reformation. We have reached
an era wlien a nation may be horn in a day.
but when a civilization may perish in its birth-
pangs. There ought to be a Christian re-
generation; there may be a pagan reaction.
We are amazed at the unique opporfunities of
the new cpoch: we are hewildered hy un.
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paralleled responsibilities and dangers; we
are in fear and great joy, and iremble in our
mirth. With America and Europe in greater
unrest than usual; with the yellow races
thrilled into new life by Japan’s victory over
Russia; with India throbbing with national
aspirations; with the rude awakening of
Korea and the tremendous upheaval in China,
the willing worker is well assured that the
call to service is preceded by the Spirit’s pres-
ence and that the Vanguard of the kingdom
shall not lack the pillar of cloud by day and
the pillar of fire by night.

Before discussing the general problems
which confront China, let us present a resumé
of the quadrennium. You will search long to
find those who have worked together in more
delightful fellowship than have the mission-
aries in China and Bishop Lewis and mysclf,
Our fellow workers in the field have been
kind cnough unanimously to invite both
of us to return. We have only one request to
mnke—surely vou will grant us one small
favor—namely, that you will permit us to
work another quadrennium side by side—in
China,

Despite the war we were able to hold all
the Conferences of 1911-12, although the Cen-
tral China and West China Conferences met
in Shanghai in January instead of at the times
and places scheduled. On account of the
absence of most of the Chinese pastors from
the Conferences, we could not secure the sta-
tistics for 1g911. Hence, we c¢an have com-
parcd the statistics of 1910 with those of 1907
presented in our report to the last General
Conference,



As medical work is the (irst means of gain-
g access 0 a comtry so slow to receive the
gospel as was China originally, we begin our
report with hospitals, of which we now have
23, as compared with 21 in the last report
In-patients or ward paticnts increased during
the three years irom 4.074 1o 8,820, a gain of
83 per cent; while the total treatments in
wards, dispensarics, and homes rose from 191,
000 t0 304,000, a gain of Oy per cont,

Next 1o hospitals, schools are the best meth-
ods of gaining access to the Chinese. Here
we are glad to report an inercase during the
three years from 13,000 to 18,700, a gain of
42 per ceut. Qur plan is to organize a group
of ten or twelve primary schools—half of them
for boys and half for girls—around a central
school. The ceutral school has two teachers,
one of whom spends most of his time in su-
pervising the work of the other schools. We
also plan to offer an increase in wages of
one half a dollar a month to those teachers
}\'ho pass the examination in the Normal Read-
ing Course, amnd a similar increase to the
teachers who take a Sumumer Normal Course.
The students on completing the respective
courses arc advanced from the primary to the
intermediate schools, and from the interme-
diate to the high schools, and from the high
schools  to the colleges and professional
schools,

We calt our primary schools day schools to
distinguish them from our advanced schiools
which are boarding schools. Aside from the
boarding feature, our schaols in China are
madeled after those in the United States, ln-
deed, we helieve that at teast through our day
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schools we have done more than any other
mission to introduce into China the Ameri-
can public school system.

All our schools are intensely Christian,
Hymns, the catechism, and the Bible are taught
to all the pupils—the teaching of the Bible
continwing up to and through the college
course. The overwhelming majority of our
stuclents are led to Christ through the influ-
cuce of the teachers and revival services. At
Peking University, after a spiritual struggle
notable in the history of college revivals, 150
voung men, with the honors and emoluments
of official life before them, offered themselves
for the cvangcelization of China—the largest
student voluntcer band in auy university in
the world; 160 young women from the girld
school offered their lives dJuring the samc
revival for similar service,

Notable service has been rendered the new
government in the crisis by graduates of our
NMethodist colleges at Chengtu, Foochow, Kiu-
kiang, Nanking, and Peking; and services
quite as notable by the graduates of the Chris-
tian colleges of other denominations at Can-
ton, Hankow, Vsinan, and especially by the
pgraduates of Saint Johu's College at Shang-
hai.

Along with the medical and educational
work Christian literature is a third ageney
through which we strive to reach the Chi-
nese. As you are aware, our Church and the
Methodisl Ipiscopal Church, South, united
their publishing interests in China nine years
ago. Dr. W. H. Lacy is conducting our joint
publishing business with such fairness as wins
the unanimous support of our Southern breth-
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ren, and with such ability as to more than
double the volume of business of the preced-
ing quadrennium, while at the same time he
has avoided indebtedness which weighs down
50 many of our publishing houses on wission
fields. It should be added, however, that the
AMethodist Episcopal Church has not yet con-
tributed her fair share toward producing a
Christian literaturc for China,

Turning to our cvangelistic work—the last
and slowest m development of all types of our
work in China—the report shows 20,723 full
members as compared with the 17,539 in 1907,
and 13.479 probationers as comipared with 12,-
885, Our total membership, therefore, is
34,142 as compared with 30,444, a gain of 12
per cent for the threc years. In addition to
our 34,142 communicants, we have 18,130 -
quirers enrolled. These Inquirers not only
attend our services regularly, but meet in
weekly classes for religious instruction. In-
deed, were we {o report our work as it is re-
ported in the home land, and in all other mis-
sion fields, we should count these inquirers as
mcmbers on probation, and report a total
membership of 52.272. This would give us a
gain over our last report of 72 per cent. Dut
thi~ method would show an undue gain as we
did not report inquirers in 1908. Qur reason
for not following the method duthorized by
the Charch and sanctioned by the New Testa-
ment is as follows: The old Chinese govern-
ment was notorionsly corrupt and oppressive.
It threw men into prison on false charges
and kept them there until they paid the last
farthing: but, like all corrupt governments,
the old government was also cowardly and
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guailed before the intervention of a foreigner.
Hence, some Chinese, despite the opposition of
their families, have been eager to join the
church in the hope of foreign protection. On
this account practically all the Protestant
Churches in China have adopted our method
of admitting candidates to the Clwurch upon
probation, while we have the double list of
probationers and inquirers as above described.
With the reform in government cuabling us
to baptize frecly those desiring baptism, il
with the changing attitude of the people to-
witrd the Church, you may expect a more
rapid growth in coming days. ‘The two most
encouraging facts bearing upon future growth
are the large increase in our Sunday school
schiolars and in our Chinese coworkers. Our
last report showed that our 230 missionarics
had as pastors, local preachers, exhorters.
Bible women, medical assistants, and teachers
1,633 Chinese helpers; to-day we have 2882
Chinese coworkers, an increase of 74 per cent.
You have in China a fittle less than 6 per ceut
of the Protestant missionaries. You have a
right to demaud of us, therefore, 6 per cent
of results achieved. But through this splendid
service of our Chinese fellow workers our
little band of 5.7 per cent of missionaries has
accomplished 14 per cent of all Protestant
hospital work. 14 per cent of all Protestant
edncational work, and we present you 16 per
cent of all Protestant communicants, and 29
per cent of ail Sunduy school scholars in
China. Herein lies our hope of the future.
By far the most strategic acts of the quad-
remnium  were the following: 1)  Bishop
Lewie's retitrn to America to secure funds for
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the crisis which was upon us in China, and
especially for the enlargement of Peking Uni-
versity, which, on account of its intensely
Christian character, its location, and its pos-
sibilities of ministering to one half of the
pagan world, is characterized by Dr, J. W.
Chapman as the most important educational
institution in the entire mission world; (2)
Professor Williams’ return to America for
funds for Nanking University, which for
obvious reasons may become as fmportant a
center as Peking: and (3) Bishop Lewis’s ap-
pointment of Rev. 1. D. Gamewell Secretary
of our Board of Education for China. As
some of our Conferences are separated by
journceys of weeks, and as some institutions
within the Conferences by journeys of davs,
cach educational plant became a law unto
itself and built up its work according to the
exigencies which confronted it and the men
and means you sent it.  Dr. Gamewell has
visited cach of our schools, and has proved
so helpful to our teachers that he has secured
their codperation in arranging the entire cdu-
cational work of our Church, so as to make
the men and money vou send us contribute
their utmost to the advancement of the king-
dem.  Since our return to America the Edu-
cational  Association of China, comprising
representatives of all our Protestant Clhutrches,
has clected Dr. Gamewell its secvetary, thus
giving him large influence in shaping the edu-
cational policy of all our Piotestant schools
and colleges in China.

While thanking God for our specifically
Methodist work, we rejoice also in all general
Christian work. The eagerness of the Chincse
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for at least a knowledge of Christianity is
shown in the growth of Bible distribution.
There were distributed last year by the Bible
Societies 3,754,000 Bibles ot portions thereof,
and by the Tract Societies 7.756,000 tracts.
In several places where the revolutionary
arny has been located, the supply of Scrip-
tures has been exhausied and the Dible So-
cicties have strained themselves to mceet the
new demand. Moreover, Mr. W. 18 Black-
stong—a consccrated layman of our Church—
who with his family has given many thousand
dollars to China, is spending the closing years
of his life in distributing the Word of God.
Representing a  leading  business mant  in
America, who pays for the publications, Alr,
Blackstone through the missionaries and
Chinese pastors distributed last vear 5,000,000
portions of the Word of God. So numerous
are the calls coming to him from all parts of
China that the American friend with great
business  foresight has  ordered 20,000,000
poriions of the Bible for distribution in China
in 1912, amwml AMr. Blackstone had calls for
15,000,000 of these portions Dbefore the
close of March. As the greater part of these
Scriptures are unbound, and are passed from
hand to hand, they can last but a short time.
But if some man of God can be found able and
willing to put a few million dollars into Bibte
distribution, with the agencies now in the
field and the cagerness far the Book, the Word
of God can he put into almost every home in
China within the next five years. If this can
be done, Gad’s Word will exercise its super-
natural and transforming power over the
400,000.000 people now cinerging into a new
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civilization and will help to cast that civiliza-
tion in Christian molds.

Broadcening our vision to the possibilities of
wider coOperation between the Churches, Pro-
fessars E. D. Burton and J. . Chamberlin, of
Chicago University, by their tour through In-
dia and the Far Last for educational investi-
gation greatly quickened the interest of all the
missionaries in higher Christian education,
and by their wisdom and experience and sym-
pathy greatly helped us toward larger codpera-
tion. Dr. J. F. Goucher, who visited China
last year as chairman of the educational sec-
tion of the Continuation Commitice of Iidin-
burgh Conference, rendered all our missions
an inestimable service in the standardization
and articulation of our educational work in
China, and in showing our missionaries the
lines of practical codéperation. Bishop and
Mrs. McDowell contributed to the same re-
sults and leartened us all for our tasks
through their all too brief visit to us in 1911,
All these leaders who have been upon the
field recognize the immensity and the urgency
of the problems which are before us. They
urge the utmost codperation possible in higher
education to enable Protestantism to exercise
a molding influence upon the education of new
China. To say that the Methodist Episcopal
Church alone i equal to the educational work
which one fourth of the human race is now
throwing upon us in China is to speak withont
due appreciation of the opportunities and re-
sponsibilities which now confront us. Indeed,
Protestant Christendom must not onlv unite
ali her forces for the building up of five great
universities—one for each ecightyv million of
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the population, but she must increase imme-
diztely and immensely her grants of men and
money if she is to meet the crisis which con-
fronts us.

In regard to ecclesiastical union, two policies
confront us: one the policy of ecclesiastical
conformity, the other the policy of spiritual
freedom. The first policy demmands the dis-
solution of all ties with the home churches
and the formation of one Union Church for
China. The policy of spiritual freedom dc-
mands agreement only on the fundamentals
of our cvangelical faith and Christian expe-
rience: it does not insist upon any single form
of Church government or ritual,

Perhaps the Young Men's Christian As<o-
ciation is the most successful organization
formed during the niucteenth century for
union church work, As cveryone knows.
this organization so far from demanding con-
formity in creed and order of worship upon
the part of all its members, has never inter-
fered in the slightest degree with denomina-
tional convictions of those working in its
ranks, The Chiua Inland Mission—Dby far the
largest single mission in China—is organized
upon the basis of spiritual freedonm. It per-
mits its Baptist workers to teach and practice
immersion, its Methodist missionaries to bap-
tize children in infancy, its Anglican mission-
arics to have their bishop and to conduct serv-
ices according to the ritual of the Church of
Fngland. Certainly a Unian Church for China
is possible only along the lines of like spiritual
freedom,

One single Union Chureh {or all Chyistians
rests, in its lad analyvsis, upon either a hasis
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of conformity or of nonconformity. In the
former case it will be found ultimately to rest
upon the philosophy of the Roman hierarchy,
namely, that only one form of organization
is valid and all the rest are heretical. A Union
Church for China upon ihis basis eventually
would bring us all into the Anglican fold, and
upon a Roman Catholic philosophy. Protes-
tants are too sturdy a folk. and the continuance
of Protestantism is too vital to the progress of
the centuries, for us 1o forsake our birthright
and enter church wnion upon the basis of con-
formity to the demands of any hierarchy. Only
Roman Catholics and High Churchmen dream
of a Union Chuich for China upon this basis.
Another party, however, dreams of church
union, not simply upon a basis of nonconfor-
mity, but of a nonconformity which all alike
must accept, This proposal is as unfair to the
Anglicans as the former proposal is to the in-
dependents.  The advocates of this view not
only carry freedom to pure individualism for
themselves, but in the name of liberty thev
demand that all other persons abandon their
conception of church order and also beconic
individualists. This is freedom running to
stich an extreme as to demand nonconformity
upott the part of all the rest of us, who may
desire to conform to thie rites of our respective
Churches.  This philosophy would lead us to
it Unian Church upon an Independent ar Con-
gregational basis. But an enforced Congre-
gationalism is as much a violatian of the prin-
ciple of spiritual freedom and of the spirit of
independency as an cufarced TFpiscopal organ-
tzation, or an cuforced form of baptism. 1/
either the Young Men's Christian .\ssocintion
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or the China Inland Mission insisted upon
any single form of Church government it
could uot tast a day.

But 1f the proposed Union Chureh for China
is to admit a Baptist without demanding that
he renounce immersion, surely she will wel-
come the ten thousand Baptists whoni that
Church may bring to her doors without com-
pelling them to change their mode of baptism
o their form of Church organization. If she
admits an Anglican, surely she will welcome
the entire Episcopal Church without demand-
ing that the members abandon cither Episco-
pacy or their ritual. In a word, as soon as one
carries the principle underlying Church organ-
ization on a basis of spiritual freedom to its
logical conclusion, he will recognize that the
proposed Union Church for China can at best
be simply a ‘federation carried to a higher
point of ecfficiency than has thus far been
reached in the homweland—a federation which
mifes the constituent Churches not only in
moral and i reform work, but in locating
new missions so as to hest utilize the new
forces sent to China—a federation which se-
cures such cooperation in higher education as
will give us at four or five strategic points in
China universities at least equal to those the
government will establish, and which will thus
enable us to help set the standard of higher
cducation for the nation—a federation which
climinates waste and friction, and enables us
to use everv man and everv dollar sent to
China for the most rapid advancement of the
kingdom—abave all, a federation whicli per-
mits each micsion to maintain its fellowship
with the home Church, and thus inspire that
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Church with a worthy motive for sending for-
ward men and money for the salvation of the
Chinese. The original federation of Churches
in America was a rope of sand, as was the
confederation of the original thirteen States.
But as the American government advanced
from federation to federal union so the Amer-
ican federation of Churches is advancing—
perhaps not so rapidly as we could wish—in
the direction of federal union. Federal union
should become the immediate goal of all the
Churches in China. If onc says that federal
union is a centradition in terms, we point to
the United States and to Great Britain. Sure-
Iv what human governments have realized,
Christian Churches, under the providence of
God, may realize. Just as the Parliament
which Great Britain has granted to Canada
and Australia secures almost complete local
self-government, and yet permits these peoples
to remain an integral portion of the greatest
empire on earth, just as our state government~
insure Minnesota and Wisconsin local auton-
omy amd yet permit them to remain an in-
tegral portion of the greatest republic on
earth, so the federal union which we con-
template would permit our Churches in for-
cign lands a large degree of local self-control,
and vet allow them to remain integral portions
of a world-wide Church. Mav not the solu-
tion of the colored prohlem in the United
States lie in permitting all our colored Con-
ferences to wite in a Central Conference and
to pass such legislation as their conditione
may demand, provided sueh lawes do nat con-
travene our hook, of Discipline, and to have
Rishops of their race and for their race while

14

e omm =

SOV SR

——

maintaining their organic connection with us
and their representation in our General Con-
ference through federal unijon?

FEven the strongest civil governments are
surrendering  some measure of independence
for greater codperation. They are forming
international agreements, referring guestions
to the Hague Tribunal, and abiding by its de-
cisions.  So the Central Conferences which
you have granted to India and to China, and
which you arc ready to grant to Furope awl
to South America, secure us local antonomy
and world-wide fellowship. The whole trend
of modern history is toward world-wide afhl-
intions; and it was Christianity with its daily
praver, “Our Father which art in heaven”—
Christianity with its prophecy that the king-
doms of this world shall become the kingdom
of our Lord-—Christianity with its teaching
that God hath made of one hlood all the va-
tions of the earth—it was Christianity which
inepired  these world-wide agreements om-
heddied in the Hague Tribunal  Profesem
Seelev was accustomed to say that natinnalism
was (he key of the nineteenth century, that it
explains the German Empire, Ttalian unity,
and the trinmph of the national couception in
onr Civil War., We dare to prophesy that
the key ta the twenticth century will be inter-
nationalism . and this transformation is tak-
ing place because the great nations are slowly
fatlling ander the spell of the Christ. Tt
will he a thonsand pitiee if at the very time
when Chris’s conception of a univer<al king-
dom i beginning to capture the imagination
of the wenld, Alethodism assembled in a0 Gen:
eral Conference in which representatives of
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twenty nations sit side by side should attempt
to reverse the divine Providence, abandon her
birthright embodicd in John Wesley’'s motto,
“The world is my parish,” and begin the
orgamization of a national Church for China,
a national Church for Mexico, a national
Church for Liberia, etc. Hence, we are glad
to report that after full discussion of the
national as over against the universal Church,
the Central Conference for China, on the elo-
quent appeal of a Chinese statestnan that the
Chinese Methodists keep the cross above the
flag, and maintain their scat around the family
hearthstone, voted overwhelmingly against the
national conception, and for the maintenance
by Chinese Methodists of their birthright in
* Ecumenical Methodism,

We cannot close our address without at-
tempting to lay upon the heart of Methodism
the solemin duty amd responsibility for the
salvation of China at this crisis in her history.
China presents the greatest opportunity which
has confronted the Christian Church since the
time of Christ. We believe that Bishop Cran+
ston’s cry, written without the slightest con-
sultation with either of us and adopted unani-
mously by the Board of Bishops, for two
million dollars for China for the next quad-
renniwm in place of the one million which you
seit us during the last quadrenniam, was in-
spired of God, aud that the Church will meas-
ure up to this united stunmons to help capture
the new republic for Christ,
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THE HEALING ART
IN CHINA

Mepicar work in China is a providential method of opening
new regions and fields for the gospel. The medical missionary
follows the example of the Master, who went everywhere teach-
ing and healing the sick. The work combines the best features

THE LAME, THE HALT, AND THE BLIND AT MARTYRS'
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, CHANGLI, NORTH CHINA
of practical Christianity and Christian humanitarianisin, for it
relieves suffering in a land where the suffering of the people con-
tinually fills one with compassion. Medical work has proved the
most effective means of disarming prejudice, conquering hostility,



4 THE HEALING ART IN CHINA

and opening doors,  Chi- |
nese Christians have been
able to point hostile per-
soms  to man after man,
woman after woman, child -
after child, whose life has .
heen saved by otr mission-
ary  physicians when the

the patient to death; and :

no Confucianist or Bul- .

dhist in China will speak

against such humanitarian

service. .
In the citv of Taian,

Shantung [Province, the

presiding elder went to one

of the lcading officials and

satd: I have fatled to get

HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN AT NANKING

certain money from the
United States.  As the
patients in our hospitals
arc your own people,
perhaps vou will help
us.”  The official took
the subscription paper,
and answered: I am
not a  Christian,  but
leave vour paper here
and T raize the monev
for yvou. We all believe
in vour medical work.”
And o he  raised  the
money.

A certain city of forty
thousand inhabitants m R AN B

the .Anhweir  Drovinee P e, {2 A -
. . THREE PATIENTS AT THE CHUNGKING
was exceedingly hostile HOSPITAL

THE HEALING ART IN CHINA 5

Chinese had abandoned v

to Christianity., and no missionary had been able to enter it. A
woman from this place went to our hospital in Wuhu, and was
cured of a terrible malady. She went back, proclaiming what
had been done for her body and for her soul, and now therc is a
flourishing work 1n that eity.  Thus the medical missionary is the

“John Daptist” of this enterprisc.

R SMITH HOSPITAL AT NANKING
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THE HOSPITAL AT YENPING, SOUTHERN CHINA
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in vour muedical work.”
And  he  raised  the
money.

A certain city of forty GRS T ;* 2
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8 THE HEALING ART IN CHINA

e and the aim of the hospital
' i physicians in visiting, and
in country work, is to dispel
the terrible malady from
which the soul suffers
through sin, as well as to
leal the body.

At the Methodist TTospi-
tal at NKucheng, IFukien
Province, a blind man one
dayv appeared, one of the
leading and  well-known
gamblers of the citv. He
had  lost his evesight
through his gambling hab-
its and late hours. He was
successfully treated and his
cvesight was restored. He
then was led to repent of
lhis sins, and ever since has
heen a devoted Christian.
Ile has gone from place to

IN THE OPERATING ROOM place telling the story of

his past life and of his

present salvation: and ailthough he has been a Christian only

six or seven years, thousands have already heard the gospel from

his lips, and many have been saved through his consccrated

efforts. Thus does the hospital work continually win souls for
the Master,

But our twenty hospitals do even more than relieve 150,000
to 200,000 sick people cach vear, and open the wav for the gospel
to lead hundreds to Christ. They are introducing \Western
miedical science amaong aver 400.000.000 people.  \While the pre-
vailing medical practice in China, after age-long experiment, has
stumbled upon a few simple remedies, nevertheless it rests upon
the grossest spiritualism.  Diseases are attributed to evil spirits
which have entered into and are tormenting the body: and the

THE HEALING ART IN CHINA G

Chinese practitioner attempts to drive out these diseases by mak-
ing a horrible din in the sick room, by giving nauseating drugs,
by sticking needles into the body of the patient, and by cutting
or burning it. Such superstitions disappear before the Christian

DR. GEORGE A. STUART AND MEDICAL GRADUATES AT NANKING
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physician, as darkness disappears before the sun. Christian
hospitals are the pioncers of Western humanitarian science, and
thev are rapidly transforming medical practice among 400,000,
000 human beings.

The medical work is established at our chief stations. Gen-
crally a hospital is built which accommodates in-paticnts, and at
which there is a daily dispensary., Occasional visits are made
to city patients by the physicians, and, where possible, medical
cvangelistic trips are made into the country, where the sick are
treated in their own villages.

Medical missionary work affords a mmique opportunity at the
present time for reaching all classes of society: it also links
Christianity with the best thar Western science has to offer and
thus gives it prestige among the Chinese.  So thoroughly are the
higher class Chinese coming to recognize the valne of medical
work that at some cities, such as Antaun and Nanchang, they are
offcring to build hospitals for our chureh if we will supply the
physicians, IHere is a splendid opportunity to do the Master's
work in China today.

The present lack of
Chinesc hospitals equip-
ped for modern medical
practicc makes our op-
portunity one that can
be grasped by a smaller
outlay of money than
will be possible a few
years hence.  Because of
the advance whieh med-
ical science has made in
Japan it is now impossi-
ble to establish a hospi-
tal there that will com-
mand  respect  unless
twenty  or twenty-five
thousand dollars be ex-
pended at the Dbegin-
HOSPITAL STAFF AT YENPING ning. In China wow

THE HEALING ART IN CHINA Ll

one can he planted for five thousand dollars.  What a vast oppor-
tunity! IFor such a moderate sum pagan practice can be over-
thrown among millions of people and the gates of the kingdom
of God pushed open for the entrance of the Great Physician.

The cost of maintaining a bed in a hospital in China varies
according to the location of the hospital and also with respect to
the dilfering conditions of patients, Sick Chinese who do not
require special diet, prefer to provide their food while in the
hospital, but when a special diet is necessary, the cost of main-
faining the patient is greatly increased, because many articles,
such as proper milk and other foodstutls, which the physician
must preseribe, can be obtained only by importing them. Beds
can be supported in the hospitals at Yenping, Kucheng, Nanking,
Wuhu, eking, Changli, Chingking, and Chenty, at from $z3
to 8130 cach a year,

Write to Dr. F. D. Gamewell, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York
city. for any special information desired concerning medical nuis-
siont work in China.




—_— e g - _
- P H
R TR
b 1
€
‘ﬂ "
N
.- i
[ i
N R
L .,
- -~
- ' N
T
* i
1
.
1
L
¥
! !
!
[
> . N .
1. !
> L
. o
. . <
3 i
i -~ =
Lo . L
. ot t
. o i i
t o
1 ' :

LS } ' - T ]
: . . .
Lo wen

.
; H
1
= i :' :
{. " L w et I
1. Tl
Lo
. . Lo
‘ 'v - ' . '
R a
i h]
f « “x
v 2
T . - s RV
o ‘
. N - .
I
~ g } *
£ -
o 3 NP b S
Y . -sﬂw-w singgra - y " . v T T
. ' ’ LS .
. | g, e . . . A
- A6 FIFTH Avenis ,
P HRFTE AvE: YoRk. . ..
R P . W tw. aw e dme r oaeem Srws v Ty gl RdSRY Gk Beoeromoey !
N s \ . R “oon
el r - . . . . ‘ I
L oo . S ) “-‘ . - = N : ," " a2 1 - “"-: Q
g oo 5 2 ] S AR e, B AR e § PR Mee S1 0 T
T 1 . s L [ -] O I S T P
M s - K i - . - . L
L R . C s B LRLINT N AR ’ P PR
2 e R e e, T, TR et AR LR, b B e 2



w

DREAMS OF CHINA

By
Bishop J. W. BASHFORD

BOARD O TOREIGN MISSIONS
GIF THE METHODIST 1PISCOPAL CHURCT
CHINA CENTFNNIAT, COAMHSIION
150 CUTIHT AVENLE
NEW YORK



Reprinted in March 1907
fram The Epwenth Herald

otic plan, namely, that of becoming a mis-
sionary to China.

In May, 1804, he was accepted by the Lon-
don Missionary Society as the first missionary
for the Chinese empire, and thus he became
the founder of Protestant missions in China.
The society, however, required him to spend
two years morc at Gosport in special theo-
logical studies, and in an attempt to master
the Chinese. Accordingly he did not reach
China until September 7, 1807,

In China he met greater difficulties than
ever he had experienced among the unbe-
lieving at home. The hostility of the Chinesc
had been awakened through English efforts
to introduce the opium traffic, and an edict
was issuecd prohibiting the printing of re-
ligious books or the preaching of the gospel

HAND-PAINTED
CHINA
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TRANSPLANTING RICE

amony e Chinese.  But Morrison resolutely
set himsel! 1o {the studyv of the language, and
began the slow work of translating the Bible
into Chinese.  Ie secured the position of
translator to the East Indian Company at
Canton, by means of which he supported
himself for twenty-five years.

His work in the translation of the Bible

into Chinese was finally brought to a close,
and he also in 1815 prepared and published
a Chinese grammar of three hundred pages,
and ‘A View of China for Chronological
Purposes™ in 1817. Before his death, his
prophetic vision, his courage, his seclf-sacri-
fice, and his scholarship were recognized, and
the University of Glasgow canferred upon
him the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1817,
In 1824 he was received in England, where he
had returned to reeruit his health, with high
distinetion by religious and civil bodies alike,
and the King, George 1V, granted him an
audience. e later returned to his work in
China and died there in 1834,

A FAMILY PUMP--IRRIGATING THE RICE FILLD3S
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A BRIDAL CHAIR

Methodist Episcopal missions in China like-
wise originated in the dreams of college stu-
dents. The Missionary Lyceum of Weslevan
University, Middletown, Conn., in 1835 dis-
cussed the question, ‘‘What is the most
promising field for a foreign nussion of our
church?”  China was strongly advocated,
and as a result of the debate a committee
was formed which prepared an appeal for
opening a mission in that country. The pro-
phetic soul of Wilbur Fisk was stirred, and he
issued an address about this time advocating
the adoption of China as a mission field by
the Methodist Episcopal Church,

The Rev. Judson Iwight Collins, who gradu-
ated 1 1843, m the first class of the Univer-

sity of Michigan, also dreamed dreams and
saw visions of China. Before graduating, he
offered himself as a missionary for that field.
On learning that the DMcthodist Episcopal
Church had nomission work in China, e asked
Bishop Janes to secure hum a position before
the mast and ofiered to work his way as a
common sailor in order that he might reach
the empire. In company with the Rev. Moses
White, M.D., who had just graduated from
Wesleyan University, he sailed from Boston
on April 15, 1846, and recached Foochow
Scptember 4 of the same year, almost forty
years to a day after Morrison’s arrival in
Canton. Such was the beginning of the work
of the Mecthodist Episcopal Church in China.
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STRICTLY

As a result of one hundred years of Prot-
estant effort in China, there are 3,241 mis-
sionaries, including the wives, and 142,000
members.  As a result of our sixty years of
work in that great empire, there were in the
Methodist Episcopal Church, at the last re-
port, 213 Mmissionaries and 27,240 members
and  probationers: this does not  include
inguircers.

But these igures do not represent the work
which has been done. They do not mention

K

NLW YEAR'S DAY—
CALLING BY PROXY

hospitals and schools.
They do not {ellof the
breaking down of bar-
riers and of the open-
ing of doors. They
do not proclaim that
the preliminary work
has been done, and
that with the awaken-
ing of thc empire and
the glad welcome of
Christianity, now is
the time io reap the
harvest, the hundred-
faold harvest from
these vears of patient
sowing.

What will be the
drcams of the young
people of Methodism
in the United States
during 1907, this con-
tennial vearof Chinese
missions? Let me
point oul some of the
unfinished tasks in
the empire amd sug-
gest the seiting of new
visions. Mcthodism
has thus {ar entered



TAQIST PRICST, NOW CIHRISTIAN CONVERT
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but seven of the twenty-
two provinces with mis-
sionarics. Qurchurch has,
how-
cver, i
few con-
verts in
Man-
churia,
. Hupch,
and in
KNwang-
tung,
those in the latter
province heing meni-

ITINERANT- bers who have rec-

PREACHER, : turned from Califor-
CHINESE STYLE B nia. But in some of
the provinces in which we have work, and
indeed in all of them, therc 1s no attempt
being made to reach more than a limited
arca. This is duc to lack of missionarices.

In the Shantung Province, which is part of
North China Conference, we have one presid-
ing elder’s district for a province of thirty-
cight mithon people. The Board of Foreign
Missions has three missionarics and their
wives, and the Woman's Foreign Mission-
arv Socicty three representatives i this vist
fickl.,  This is the provinee which has heen

A METHODIST
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A CHRISTIAN FAMILY

streams and canals, and by means of rail-
roads already in process of construction.
Nanking, one of our stations, was the former
capital of the empire, and it is still one of the
literary and intellectual centers of China.
Nanchang, a city of a million, is the last of
seven ctties of this size in China to open its
gates to the missionaries, and ours is the
chief Protestant mission at work there, Sur-
rounding Nanchang is a great valley region
with twenty million people within casy ac-
cess.  Another of our stations is Wuhu, the
largest port for the original shipment of rice
in the world, and Yangchow, the center of

A PASTOR A PASTOR IN
IN SERVICE PREPARATION



COLLEGE CLAS3S IN MATHEMATICS

the silk industry, as well as Kiukinng and
Chinkiang, important treaty ports. In ad-
dition to the commerce and the farming,
there are coal resources in each of thesc prov-
inces, This region is the Mississippi Valley
of China.

When it is said that there are but five
Mcthodist Episcopal presiding elders for this
vast and important region with ninetv-five
million people it will easily be scen how fear-
fully Chinese Methodism is undermanned,
This region should be divided into two con-
ferences, and the force of workers in cvery

form of Christian enterprise at least doubled.
Here again is a call to district and conference
and state Epworth Leagues to dream dreams
and see visions, and then to help to make the
visions real.

With these and other equally great needs
ad opportunities, and at this time of great
opportunity because of the awakening of the
empire, I am sure that many voung people
will dream the drecams their grandfathers aned
great-grandfathers  dreamed, and  will see
visions of the conquest of China and of \sia
for Christ as their ancestors saw visions of
the conquest of the Atlantic Ceast and the
Mississippi Valley for Western civilization.
While some of these young people are dream-
ing of offering their
lives others will be
making the offer
of the money neces-
sary to support
them; the young
people in not a few
Incal churches will
sce the possibility
of supporting na-
tive pastors on the
viher shde of the
world ;distrcts and
conferences  on:d MULTIPLYING THE MESSAGE
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states will sce the opportunity of founding
conferences in China, and we shall all catch
the vision of the kingdoms of this world
becoming the kingdom of our Lord and of

his Christ.
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The Chinese Republic

Peruars the greatest danger in the Amerl-
can eslimate of the Chinege republic is a
shallow optimism. Americans were so
amazed at the courage and the success of
the Chinese in launching a republic that
they are ready 1o belleve the most exirava-
gant statements in regard to the Chinese, In-
deed, Americans apparently would not be
greatly surprised were the announcement to
reach them that the millennium had come in
China. Our alm, therefore, on the one side
is to show that the Chinese republic is not
the vagary of Chinese school boys, but that
the revolution and democracy are the re-
sult of long eveolutionary processes, and on
the other side to warn both the Chinese and
the friends of China that further and ardu-
ous struggles must precede the peaceful
progress of the republic,

The awakening of China Is dus to two
causes: her contact with the modern world,
and the inerease of her knowledege aof the
true God. These two causes are so Inter-
woven, God 80 works through established
apencies, that it Is Impossible to say how
much of the upheaval is due to the {mpact
of forelgn nations, and how much tg the



agencies brought by missionaries through
which God pours His love and light and life
into the hearts of the Chinese. That the
awakening is due to external forces, as well
as to an internal renaissance, 1s one of our
grounds of hope. There Is indeed a struggle
on between conservatives and progressives
in China. But the congervatives must not
ounly destroy the newspapers of China, tear
down the telegraph and tear up the rail-
way lines, burn the school houses, destroy
hundreds of thousands of children who are
mastering western learning; they must not
only destroy the churches and cause tens
of thousands of Christians to pass throngh
the fires of martyrdom; but the conservatives
must sink Japan into the sea and destroy
the western nations whose pressure upon
China is causing her transformation; nay,
they must banish God from that portion of
the earth before they can stay this progress,
The conservatives can no more stop the
awakening of China than they can push
back the tides, or delay the advancing dawn.
Almighty God is back of the awakening of
China,

But while we recognize the Almighty as
back of the awakening in China, we dare
not hold Him responsible for what the
Chinese have done or may do, now they are
awake. Here the element of human free-
dom must be reckoned with. Worse stitl,
we must also reckon with those evil infiu-
ences which stand ready in every great
upheaval to divert the awakening forees into
channels of destruction, or at least to push
them along the channels of refarm at sueh
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& rate and to such an extreme as invite
destruction. Hence those who desire to
gee truth whole must recognize dark lines
in the picture of China’s revolution. With
the almost universal ignorance of the masses,
with the almost universal corruption of
Chinese as well as Manchu officials, with
the narrowness and bitterness of clan feuds,
the local jealousies of province against prov-
ince and the wide-spread Jealousy of the
south against the north, with the difficulty
of uniting Chinese and Manchus and Monp-
golians and Mochammedans, with the danger
of foreign intervention, and the lawlessitess
which accompanies every transition. in gov-
ernment, with the recurring sufferings from
famine and the more wide-spread suffering
from foot-binding, with the dark shadows
of slavery and polygamy stiil Hngering over
the land, and with the helplessness and hope-
lessness of pagan faiths-—only those living
in & Fool's Paradise, and asleep in that,
can dream that the proclamation of the
republic will be attended by the inaugura-
tion of the millennium. Only that divine
Providence which guides nations in the
great crises of human history can assure
the success of the experiment now being
made Ly the countless millions of China.
But we plead for large patience and
generous hope in ogur attitude toward the
Chinese. We fought seven years to win our
independence and took six years longer ta
frame our constitution; and we so compro-
mised over the form of government and over
slavery that a four years' struggle was re-
quired to turn the staies into a nation, and
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the blood of six hundred thousand white
men to cover the stain of slavery. France
passed through the horrors of the greatest
revolution In secular history, then reverted
to a military dictatorship, and the nation

swayed back and forth eighty vears before

settling into the paths of republicanism. Let
us not expect the four hundred millions
in China to completie in a2 few months tasks
which western nations required decades to
accomplish. If we cultivate patience on
the one side, and orn the other side look
clear-eyed into the institutions of China and
the political habits of the beople, we shall
find large grounds of hope for a republic,
or at least for some form of representative
government.

I. CHARACTER OF THE CHINESE

Our first ground of hope for the republic
is the character of the Chinese. The Chinesa
have been notably slow in accepting Chris.
tlanity. Like the Jews, they are a strong,
stiff-necked people. But the Boxer perse-
cution furnishes an illustration of what
those Chinese, once becoming Christians,
were willing to undergo for the sake of
their convictions. We recall the case of a
pastor, wife and a son and a daughter whose
lives the Chinese offered them if they would
simply step upon a piece of paper with the
name of Jesus written upon it; they re-
fused and Adied as martyrs. At Chien-An
one hundred and twelve school boys were
cut to pieces or burned and the Jocal
preacher was bound fo a temple piliar. As
he continued preaching, a Boxer cried, “You
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still preach, do you?’ and slit his mouth
from ear to ear. Another church member
was buried alive. A Bible woman was bound
to a pillar in the temple and beaten across
the breast, but did not utter a cry. A bunch
of incense sticks was lighted and held to
her face until the flesh was burned off, her
feet and hands were cut off and finally she
was burned to death, Only a few recanted,
while some forty thousand Christians,
Catholics and Protestants, are said to have
suffered martyrdom. A nation which fur-
nishes such specimens has in it the material
out of which republics are formed.

True, there are only a handful of Chris
tians in China, but Dr. De Groof, our great
authority on ihe Religfous System of the
Chinese, shows that not only Christlang but
pagan sects in China have passed through
scores of persecutions during the last two
thousand years and have shown their fidelity
even unto death. Indeed, the Chinese have
endured persecution not only from religious
motives but from patriotic and from family
motives. Surely, the western world has
not yet forgotten the two Cbinese patriots
who saved the lives of multitudes of
missionaries and western traders and doubt.
less saved the empire from dismember-
ment by changing the decree issued by
ihe Dowager Empress in 1500 ordering the
“destruction” of all foreigners so that it
should read “preservation.” Tley sent away
their families, and remained in the power
of the Dowager Empress so as not to awaken
suspicion. When their bold action was dis-
covered, they were put to death with terrible

S



tortures. But it was too late to change the
decree hecause a second and contradiciory
decree would have left the nation per-
plexed 4s to the real desire of the Dow-
ager Empress. The numerous monuments
erected all over the empire in honor of
those who have endured hardship and suf-
fered death for their convictions show at
once the frequency of such heroism and the
appreeiation of it by the Chinese people.
Surely, such a people has in it the material
out of which republics are formed!

In all cases of religious, family, and polit.
ical heroism we are dealing with exceptions,
but they show the possibilities of the Chinege
people. Ope more illustration on a more
commonplace basis shows the almost uni-
versal gualities of the Chinese. Professor
King, In his Farmwers of Forty Centuries,
shows that we have in the United States
substantially twenty acres of land for the
maintenance of every man, woman and child
in the country and that in addition to our
agricuitural products we also receive for
our support over iwo billion dollars per
year from our exports, On the other hand,
each Chinese receives less than a fifteenth
as much from exports as each American, and
the Chinese have for their maintenance only
a little over two acres of land for every man,
woman, and child in the nation. We have
nearly exhausted the soil of tens of thou-
sands of hiliside farms, notably in the
South, with one hundred years of cultiva-
tion; the Chinese have been cultlvating their
soil for some three thousand years, A
people who can thus wrestle with nature
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for three thousand years in conditions ten-
fold more straitened than those in which
Americans have developed their strength are
a people who can wrestle with political
problems and conquer political difficulties.
Our first ground of hope, therefore, for
representative institutions in China is the
character of the Chinese.

1. LOCAL POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

Our second ground of hope rests upon the
local political institutions of China. It is
indeed true that the earliest and the con-
tinuous form of national government in
China has been an imperial despotism. But
underlying this imperial despotism there
has been in China from the first a large
amount of personal freedom and local gov-
ernment. So Mr. Morse—a Harvard man,
who has spent thirty years in the customs
gervice of China, and has written by far
the ahlest work on the foreign relations of
the empire—says: “The Chinese government
is an imperial despotisny, superimposed
upon an older deinocracy.” Again, Williams,
in the Middle Kingdom-—our ablest all-round
authority—writes: “The Chinese are the
ouly pagan people who have maintained
democratic habits under a purely despotlic
theory of government.” Dr. Hawks Pott,
in bis bistory of China, writes: “The famlily
always has been the unit of society among
the Chinese. Along with the government
of the emperor, and those officially appointed
by him, there has existed a system of local
self-government; and this local self-govern-
ment still exists in China.” So Dooliitle,
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Jernigan, and Prof. @iles hold that in
family and in clan government, in govern-
ment by village clders and by headmen of
wards, and especially In government by
guilds, the Chinese have enjoyed a consider-
able amount of local self-government from
the earliest times and in every part of the
empire. Indeed, the toleration of an oriental
despotism for so many centuries is due to
the faet that the imperial government on
the one side has maintained the integrity
of China and on the other side has contented
itself largely with the collection of the im-
perial revenues, leaving the people in each
province and prefecture and county largely
to manage their internal atfairs.

This local self-government which every-
where prevails in China has developed the
ability, not always found in republics but
essential to republican governmeut—the
ability to bring strong or at least representa-
tive men to the front. The nominal head-
ship of the clan may e hereditary, the ruling
elder of a village may be chosen by lot
from half a dozen candidates whose names
have been agreed upon by the gentry, the
headman of the ward—for all China, country
as well as city, is divided into wards—may
be chosen by a sort of New England town-
meeting. But however chosen, the Chinese,
because they arc engaged in struggles which
always affect their property and often affect
their lives, usually see to it that the strong-
est men are brought fo the front. If the
heredilary head of the clan is incompetent,
either by resignation or by the recall, this
man is transferred to a post of less responsi-
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bility and a stronger man takes his place.
Thus in all the local government of the na-
tion the Chinese with a considerable degree
of democracy show remarkable ability in
bringing their strong men to the front, This
does not imply that the clan and ward
leaders always are men of lhigh character,
any more than is a Tammany Jleader in
America, but it does imply that the leader
is a strong man, and of such a character as
the fighting men of the clan desirve, or at
least are willing to tolerate.

Perhaps the best illustration of the comw-
bination of local self-government with strong
leadership is found in Chinese guilds.
Guilds are far more general in China than
are Iabor organizations in America. With
the exception of the farmers, almost all
forms of business and of industry are or-
ganized. The Chinese have the Bankers’
Guild, the Silk Merchants’ Guild, the Boat-
men’s Quild, the Wheelbarrow QGuild, and
even the Beggars’ Guild and .the Thieves’
Guild-—#ll the industries of China are or-
ganized. The leaders of a guild usually
consist of an executive committee, elected
annually, and eligible {o reélection, and a
secretary, chosen hy the executive commit-
tee. who becomes the executive officer of
the gulld, The leading guilds, especially
when combined, have vaslly more influence
in controlling the Dbusiness and often the
politics of a c¢lty than has the central gov-
ernment, The guilds levy their own taxes,
support fire brigades, fix the standmrd of
welzhts and measures, determine the rates
ol rommission and the days of settlenmeut,
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and often perform with equal readiness the
functions of & board of trade, of a munlicipal
council, and a court of arbitration. Just
as the guilds of the Middle Ages gave rise
to the free cities of Europe, to the Hanseatic
League, and laid the foundations of repre-
sentative government in Europe, so the
guilds of China have furnished the Chinese
nation a providential preparation for such
a time as this,

III. SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

-Qur third ground for hope in liberal in-
stitutions for China is the Chinese sense of
soclal responsibility.' The government Dby
families and clans has furnished the
Chinese a remiarkable preparation for the
maintenance of law and order In the re.
public. The family, the clan, and sometimes
an entire city is held responsible for crimes
committed within its bounds. We have
known all the merchants lHving on a street to
apologize to a foreigner for some act of rude-
neas commitied by some young man, becausn
were the foreigner to lodge complaint with
the government the entire street would bhe
held responsible for the insnlt, We visited a
city in North China, where some fifty years
ago a wicked son, {n antielpation of the fact
that his father might put him to death,
according to Chinese law, commitied the
unpardonable ¢rime of murdering his father.
Not only was the son beheaded, but his
mother and hrothers and sisters and uncles
and aunts and cousins were all held re-
sponsible, and all alike beheaded. The cen-
tral government also intervened and de-
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molished the protecting walls of the city
which had harbored a clan capable of
breeding sucli a son. Harsh as this law
Is, 1t produces 2 deep senge of responsi-
bility for crime upon the part of the entire
family and community. Defective and cor-
rupt as the central government has been,
crimes of violence probahly are fewer in
proportion to the population in China than
in the United States. We submit that this
overmastering sense of social responsibllity
constitutes a remarkable prepsration for
self-control and self-government among the
tolling millions of China., Surely the cen-
turles upon centuries of local government
in China under clan leaders and village
elders and headmen of wards, the centuries
upon centuries of guild government exer-
cised over all the business Interests of
the empire, and the centuries upon cen-
turies of social responsibility for crime
constitute a providential preparation for
a republic in Chiuna such as Spain and
Portugal and Mexico and South America
never have enjoyed. Whatever form the
future government may assurme, we may rest
assured that the democratic habits of the
Chinese, and the qualities they bhave de-
veloped through three thousand years of
struggle, and displayed in political and re-
ligious crises, will insure representative in-
stitutions of some sort. uture historians
will record with amazement the sense of
social responsibility, the peaceable quali-
ties, and the capacity {or sell-goveriment
which the Chinese are displaying in the
present crisls.
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IV. POLITICAL PREPARATION FOR
THE REVOLUTION

Our fourth ground of hope for the present
revolution Is the remarkable political
preparation for such a time as this—a
preparation all the more providential be-
canse 1t was wholly undesigned., The
struggle Dbetween the Red Girdle Clan and
the Yellow Girdle Clan during the last fifty
vears in China has been sharper and vastly
more portentous than the struggle between
the Red Roses and White Roses in English
history. The late Dowager Empress be-
longed to the Red Girdle Clan—the junior
branch of the royal house of the Manchus.
This e¢lan usually furnished the wives of
the runlers, but was not in the direct line
of succession. As her son was only four
years old when her husband died, she ruled
the empire In her son's name until he be-
came of age. China was thus ruted for
some thirteen years by a member of the Red
Girdle Clan. On coming to the throne her
son lived less than three years and died
withont an heir, hence the Dowager Ewipress
again held the reins for.fonrteen or sixteen
vears, so that for nearly thirty years China
was ruled by the Red Girdle Clan. As the
Dowager Empress approached the end of
her second regency, she pliaced upon the
throne as hier son’s successor ler favorite
sister’'s son, Kuang Hsu. who as the descend-
an{ of the seventh son of the Emperor Tao-
Kwang was not (he resular hLeir {o the
throne while descendants of older sons were
living, Kuang Hsu, finding tbat he could
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not depend upon the Yellow Girdle Clan, be
cause they claimed the throne for another,
was irresistibly driven to the Chinese
party for the maintenance of his throne,
Moreover Kuang Hsu himself was an In-
tense political idealist. He had heard of
the rentarkable success of western insti-
tutlons and he began to dream of transform-
ing his empire from an Oriental despotism
into a constitutional monarchy and of
building up a new dynasty upon the con-
fidence of the Chlnese nation instead of
relying upon the support of a handful of
Manchus, the leaders of whom disputed his
title to the throne. Already the Japanese
had adopted western civilization, and their
briilJjant victory over China in 1594-95
brought Kuang Hsu to a decision. Hence,
the Manchu leaders were startled beyond
measure when Kuang Hsu issued Septem-
ber 1, 1898, his famous Seven Reform De-
crees; and their astonishment fturned into
ferror and rebellion when he Issued during
the next three weeks nine more decrees
completely transforming the empire—on
paper. IUnfortunately Kuang Hsu had
wholly falled to prepare the Chinese for his
revolution, and iheir conservatism was
shocked almost as much as were Manchu
traditions. So overwhelming was the re-
action that the Dowager Empress qnickly
resumed the reins: and the reform Emperor
hecame practically a prisoner for the rest
of his life. The diead of western civiliza-
tion now developed inlg a national hysteria;
the Dowager Empress, usually self-poised,
lost her judgment, and under the advice of
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the Yellow Girdle Clan undertook to sweep
every foreigmer out of the empire. This
was the Boxer Uprising.

One would have supposed that the foreign
nations having driven the Dowager Empress
into banishment would call back to the
throne the man who had sacrificed all for
his devotion to western civilization. But
as a political ldealist of the Wendell Phil-
lips or Mazzini type, Kuang Hsu was feared
and hated, not only by the Manchus, but by
Russia, by Germany, by Japan, while even
Great Britain, France, and the United States
had little respect for his judgment. Be-
sides, Secretary Hay was willing to malke
large concessions in order to save China
from partition. Hence the western powers
united in ecalling back to the throne the
very woman who had attempted to betray
them: and, strange to say, the Dowager
Empress proved worthy of their confidence.
During her two years of Arabian saolitude at
Stangfu, she experienced a political conver-
sion; and she now starled the empire slowly
but surely along the very lines laid down
by Kuang Hsu. She championed the opium
reform: she exhorted her Cliinese sisters (o
abandon footbinding; she encouraged west-
ern learning; she appointed a Commission
to codify the laws, and another to draft a
constitution; and she promised a parlia-
ment by 1920. IFinally she inlensified the
fight against the Yellow Girdle Clan and the
conservatism which that clan represented,
by selectlng Kuang Hsu's brother, Prince
Chun, as Regent, and Prince Chun’s little
son as Emperor,
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Prince Chun was thus committed in ad-
vance to the liberal side. WNor did he dis-
appoint liberal expectations. He carried
out the opium reform In a manner which
the London Times admitted commands the
admiration of the world-—in g manner which
secured the world's indorsement at the re
cent Conference at The Hague. He appointed
to fight the plague Dr. Wu Lien Teh—a
graduate of Camhridge, a graduate in medi-
cine of Paris, a post-graduate in medicine of
Berlin; and this young Chinese physician.
with the aid of missionary physicians and
Chinese assistants, stamped out the most
deadly plague which has ever threatened
the modern world. Prince Chun not oniy
brought forward the date of parliamentary
institutions from 1920 to 1914, but he ordered
elections and assemblies lield in each of tha
eighteen provinces in 1909, in 1910, and in
1911; and he called a National Assembly,
which met for the first time in Chinese
history in 1910, and again in 1911. He se-
lected a cabinet and Dbegan to rule through
a responsible ministry. Hs abolished
slavery by an imperial decree—so far as a
mere paper proclamation couid do so. In-
deed, one of Japan’s greatest living states-
men said in 1910: “Prince Chun is starting
China in reform at too rapid n pace; the
people are dazed at his speed, and the
cmpire soou will fly the track and land in
the ditch.”

Western nations naturally ask why the
Chinesc pcople were not cootent with such
reforms as Prince Chun has inaugurated.
Tlhiere were abundant grounds of discontent:

15



and Americans who know the whole story
do not blame the Chinese for embracing the
opportunity to get rid of a hated foreign
dynasty. Pity Prince Chun as we must, his
ancestors for seven generations had oppressed
the Chinese, and the law not of revelation
enly, but of naiure reads, “! will visit the
iniquities of the fathers upown the children
nnto the third and fourth generation.”
Western nations marvel that so great a
revolution in China could occur with so little
bloodshed; probably not more than thirty
thousand people in all lost their lives in the
transfer of a fourth of the human race
from an oriental despotism to & republie,
But we submit whether the reign of Kuang
Hsu, the last regency of the Dowager Em-
press, and the regency of Prince Chun were
not a providential preparation for just such
a revolution; Indeed, did they not inaugu-
rate the revolution? While the events of the
last ten months constitute in form one of
the most tremendous revolutions in huwman
history, we submit whether these events are
not in substance an evolution as well as a
revolution—an evolution which hundreds of
years of local self-governiment prepared the
way for, an evolution which the three last
reigns of a house @ivided against itsell mnade
inevitable, an evolution whose eontinuance
is assured by the character of the Chinese.
If ever a movement in human history had a
providential preparation and a gradual de-
velopment, the revolution in China reveals n
cvomtbination of natural forces under the
hand of the Almighty., Abraham Linceln
once said, "“God must Iove the common
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people, He makes so many of them.” If this
bDe true, the Chinese must be very dear to
Him, He has made so many of them; He has
preserved them s0 long; and He has given
them such & providential preparation for
such a time as this. Clvistianity is not
regsponsible for the form which the present
government has assumed, Most m-issionarie§
did not at first encourage the formation of
a republic. But one hundred years' forth-
telling of the Fatherhood of God and ihe
brotherhood of men, as well as Chinese in-
stitutiong and Chinese history, lie back of

the present upheaval.

v. PROBABLE DELAY AND POSSIBLE
FAILURE OF REPUBLIC

Three grave conditions may compel much
slower progress in the evolution of China
than we all desire. First, the old struggle
between state rights and federal control,
which was in part the cause of our Civil
Wwayr, is on in China, Owing to the fact
that the central government has been des-
potic and corrupt, and especially owing to
the fact that the people have been compelled
to resist the exactions of the central govern-
ment for many centuries, the sentiment
throughount China is overwhelmingly in
favor of strong provincial authority and a
weak central government. Moreover, the
advocates of provineial anthority have the
precedent of centuries on their side. Prince
Chun, in striving to enlarge the autbority
of the central government, was moving along
the lines on whieh Germaily, lialy, and the
United Staies moved during the nineteenih
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century, and an increase of the authority of
the central government is esgential to the
preservation of the Integrity of China.
Nevertheless, Prince Chun’s attempt to en-
large the authority of the central govern-
ment—before the present despotic and cor-
rupt methods had been thoroughly abolighed
—awoke the Intense opposition of the prov-
inces and was one cause of the revolution.
This condition will delay for some time the
establishment of a strong, central govern-
ment either on the basis of a republic or of
a constitutional monarchy. Second, Con-
fucius made the family, and not the nation,
the source and center of authority in
China, Of the almost countless monuments
to “hevoism found throughout the empire,
the overwhelming portion are tributes to
family devotion rather than to patriotism.
Li Hung Chang, the greatest man whom
the China of the last century produced,
left his family large wealth which he se-
cured at the expense of the empire. Despite
the fact that he made his family rather than
the empire the center of his devotion, and
in part because of that fact, L1 Hung Chang
was regarded as one of the great men under
the old regime. A vast and strong people
like the Chinese do not change in a day.
We may lock forward, therefore, to nepotism
and corruption for a few vyears while
the Chinese are advancing to that stage or-
dained in the Bible in which the altar of the
nation ranks above the altar of the family.
Third, all writers upon civilization recog-
nize that if consisis of the balanced and
orderly development of the moral and intel-
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lectual and artistic and materlal interests
of mankind. In the divine order, this prog
ress originates in the quickening spiritual
life of a race and then advances to an In-
tellectual awakening, to an era of Inven-
tions and to material progress. Neverthe-
less, it is possible for a pagan people com-
ing into contact with an {mperfect Christian
civilization to accept such portions of this
half-Christian, half-pagan clvilization as
please it and leave the rest. Thus the
American Indians, brought into contact with
lhe blessings and the evils of the half-
Christian civilization which the white men
brought to Ameriea, chose for themselves,
not the Bible apd the spelling book, but
gunpowder and rum; and they almost per-
jshed from the earth. Thus, too, every
port of Africa was cursed by the presence
of the slave dealer and ig yet cursed by
cargoes of rum, So the Chinese may become
tascinated by our material inventions, which
are indeed Dblessings in themselves spring-
ing from our Christlianity, and may adopt
our rallways and telegraphs and telephones,
our methods of mining and manufacturing,
our western science and education, and may
remodel their government after the pattern
of a constitutional monarchy or an Ameri-
can republic; they may think tben that they
have accepted all the blessings which the
west has to give China. If China simply
adopts the material clvilization of western
nations without accepting the spiritual life
and the moral discipllne which underlie and
are the cause of our material progress, then
the new civilization will become roiten he-
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fore it is ripe. 1f, therefore, external re-
torms prove impractieable for half a century
or a century until China becomes under-
girded with the principles of Christ, this
would only be a demonstration in a new
sense and on a world-wide scale that His
is the only nmame under heaven wherein we
must be saved. l.et us pray and hope rather
that enough Christianity be already found
in China—not only through the churches
but through Him who {s the true light
which lighteth every man coming into the
world—to maintain the lofty emmprise of the
republic., Hereln lies the burden of the
church for China. If ever an age in the
history of the world called for the massing
of all Christian forces for the redemption
of a race, the twentieth century is that
era; if ever there was a call to help a na-
tion turn a corner in human history,
America i3 called to help China in the pres
ent crisis.

VIi. AMERICAN RESPONSIBILITY
AND SYMPATHY

You Americhns, who must have been
startled at the appearance of a Chinese re
public, you Americans who never set foot in
China or did any mission work among the
Chinese in America—evenr you—canhol
wholly escape responsibility for the noble
venture of the Chinese patriots. You have
poured out money for schools and hospitals
and churches in China; vou have sent for-
ward Anterican missionaries to represent
vou: and you have poured out wealth for the
famtne-stricken in that great land, until
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you have compelled the Chinese to love the
very name America ahove the name of every
pther land on earth. You have built up
such homes and schools and churches in
America ag have made the young Chinese
entering them and sharing their blessings
return to China ten-fold more Americans
than you are yourselves. You have given
back to China the unexpended balance of
the Boxer indemnity, thus setting a noble
example to the nations of the Golden Rule
supplanting the rule of gold. The uni-
versities of America especiaily must assume
a large responsibility for the upheaval he-
cause of the number and ability of the
Chinese young people whom they have
trained and sent back to help found the
republic. Above all, Americans have con-
tributed to the revolution simply by bulld-
ing up and maintaining for a century and
a quarter democratic, Christian America,
thns demonstrating to the world by the
test of more than a century that the human
race best flourishes under the refgn of free-
dom and of law.

The old flag of China, which has served
the empire for countless generations, is
called the Dragon flag because {is one
fizure was that of a huge dragon upon a back-
ground of yellow silkk. This was the symbol
of Manchu domination. The new flag of
China econsists of a band of red silk, repre-
senting China proper; of yellow sill, repre-
senting Manchurin—{for degpite thelr tyr-
anny, the Chinese will not exclude or even
excuse the Manchus from becoming an inte-
gral portion of tbe new nation; a band of
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blue silk, representing Mongolia; a band of
white silk, representing Chinese Turkestan;
and a band of black silk, representing Tlbet.
But these bands of silk are never woven
separately and sewed together; on the con-
trary, the new flag consists of a single plece
of silk of five bands of color woven without
seam to represent the complete union of
these various lands in the new republic
When the new flag was first seen upon the
streets, instinctively it was called The
Rainbow flag of China.

Another fact attracts the attention of the
American in China: since the outbreak of
the revolution the name of Washington
has become the miost popular foreign name
throughout the Jand. 1In the old Fifth
Reader which some of us studied in our
childhood was a fragment of an oration on
The Memory of Washington. The oration
was written in Massachusetis by Edward
"Everett in the early days when the Ohio
was a long way off and the Missisgippl a
far distant river. Some of us can yet repeat
its rolling sentences:

“Beyond the Ohio, beyond the Mississippl,
along that stupendous trail of emigration
which, bursting into states, adds new glories
to the Republic, the name of Washington
travels with the Silver Queen of Heaven
throngh sixty degrecs of longitude; nor
parts company with her until she sails out
of the Golden Gate; and In distant archi-
pelagoes untrodden by the foot of civilized
man, {here, and there only, is the name of
Washington unknown. And there too when
they blogssom with clvilization, the millions
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of Asia will jein with America In perpetu-
ating the memory of Washington.”

Fine rhetoric that, we boys thought as
we rolled these sentences over our tongues.
I little dreamed that this rhetoric would turn
Into reality in my very hearing. But in
the city of Foochow last winter, I heard the
orator of the Fukien Province telling the
avdience the story of the revolution. Lis
tening through an interpreter and trving
to catch words myself, I heard not a single
name from the long bead-roll of European
statesmen, not a single name from the large
list of China’s illustrious dead; but once and
agailn I heard the name of Washington fall
from the orator's lips. At the mention of
this magic name, the entire audience burst
into tumultuous applause, and then the ap-
plause died away into an almost Infinite
longing that they too might have a Father
of their country. Desperate as the found-
ing of the republic 1s, nevertheless, the at-
tempt of one-fourth the human race to found
a governnient after the type of Washington
and Lincoln is the greatest compliment ever
paid to the United States., Our hearts swell
with patriotism over the fact that In the
formation of their constitution the Chinese
have not drawn upoun a single document in
the archives of European history, but have
taken our Rill of Rights and our American
Constitution and have made ihemn the basis
of the Consgtitution of the Rcpublic. The
Chinese have Indeed started on a long
journey through the wilderness; the multi-
tude is great and they may be forced often
to rest by the wayside; like the Israelites of
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old, they may be forty years upon the
journey; but let not enthroned pride or
prejudice dream that the Chinese will ever
turn back again to the bondage of Egypt;
their eyes are upon the promiged land and
they will not cease journeying uniil they
reach its shade. Is there not a divine sig-
nificance in the fact that the Dragon flag—
smblem in Revelation of the powers of
darknesg—has gone down before the Rain-
how flag of Chlna—emblem in tbe Bible of
God's promise to preserve and not to destroy?
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CHINA

THE greatest change in the largest nation
on carth is the report which Bishop Lewis and
1 bring you from China. A Chinese statesman
said a few years ago. “The West seems cager
to awaken the East; you fear my people will
never move, but be assured that when the
Chinese once start they will go fast and
far.” Napoleon, who pondered deeply prob-
fems of the Orient, said: “When China moves
she will change the face of the carth” DBut
neither of these statesmen dreamed that
China would attempt, by a single leap, to
clear the chasm which separated the despotism
of Chi Hwangti and Genghis Kahn from
the republic of Washington and Lincoln, But
China has made the leap, her feet have struck
on the western sitle of chasm; bnt she is
still swayving and may fall backward We
have come to a watershed in human history.
Already the twentieth century may be likened
to the thirtcenth century, and even to the cen-
tury of the Reformation. " We have reached
an cra when a mation mayxy be born in a day,
but when a civilization mav perish in its birth-
pangs. There ought to be a Christian re-
generation; there may Dbe a pagan reaction
We are amazed at the unique oppartunities of
the new epoch: we are bewildered by un-
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paralleled responsibilities and dangers; we
are in fear and great joy, and tremble in our
mirth, With America and Europe in greater
unrest than usual; with the yellow races
thrilled into new life by Japan’s victory over
Russia; with India throbbing with national
aspirations; with the rude awakening of
Korea and the tremendous upheaval in China,
the willing worker is well assured that the
call to service is preceded by the Spirit’s pres-
cnce and that the vanguard of the kingdom
shall not lack the pillar of cloud by day and
the pillar of fire by night.

Before discussing the general problems
which confront China, let us present a resumé
of the quadrennium. You will scarch long to
find those who have worked together in more
delightful fellowship than have the mission-
aries in China and Bishop Lewis and myself.
Our fellow workers in the field have been
kind enough unanimously to invite hoth
of tts to return. We have only one request to
make—surely you will grant us one small
favor—namely, that vou will permit us to
work another quadrennium side by side—in
China,

Despite the war we were able to hold all
the Conferences of 1911-12, although the Cen-
tral China and West China Conferences met
in Shanghai in January instead of at the times
and places scheduled. On account of the
ab~ence of most of the Chinese pastors from
the Conferences, we could not secure the sta-
tistics for 1911. Ilence, we can have com-
pared the statistics of 1910 with thosce of 1007
precented in our reporl (o the last General
Conference.



As medieal work is the first means of gain-
ing access to a country so slow to receive the
gospel as was China originally, we begin our
report with hospitals, of which we now have
23, as compared with 21 in the last report.
In-patients or ward patients increased during
the three years from 4,674 to 8,820, a gain of
88 per cent; while the total treatments in
wards, dispensaries, and homes rose from 191,-
000 to 304,000, a gain of 64 per cent.

Next to hospitals, schools are the best meth-
ods of gamning access to the Chincse, Here
we arce glad {o report an increase during the
three vears from 13,000 to 18,700, a gain of
4z per cent. Our plan is to organize a group
of ten or twelve primary schoaols—half of them
for boys aund half for girls—around a central
school. The central school has two teachers,
one of whom spends most of his time in su-
pervising the work of the other schools. We
also plan to offer an increase in wages of
one half a dollar a month to those teachers
who pass the examination in the Normal Read-
ing Course, and a similar increase to the
teachers who take a Summer Normal Course.
The students on completing the respective
courses are advanced from the primary to the
intermediate schools, and from the interme-
diate to the high schools, and from the high
schools to the colleges and professional
schools.

We call our primary schools day schools to
distinguish them from our advanced schools
which are boarding schools. Aside from the
boarding feature, our schools in China are
modeled after those in the United States, Tn-
deed, we believe that at least through our day
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schools we have done more than any other
mission to introduce into China the Ameri-
can public school system.

All our schools are intensely Christian.
Hymns, the catechism, and the Bible are taught
to all the pupils—the teaching of the Bible
continuing up to and through the college
course. The overwhelming majority of our
students are led to Christ through the influ-
ence of the teachers and revival services. At
Peking University, after a spiritual struggle
notable in the history of college revivals, 150
voung men, with the lhonors and emolitments
of official life before them, offered themselves
for the cvangelization of China—the largest
student volunteer band in any university in
the world; 160 young women from the girls’
school offered their lives during the same
revival for similar service.

Notable service has been rendered the new
government in the crisis by graduates of our
\lethodist colleges at Chengtu, Foochow, Kiu-
kiang, Nanking, and Peking: and services
quite as notable by the graduates of the Chris-
tian colleges of other denominations at Can-
ton, Hankow, Tsinan, and especially by the
graduates of Saint John's College at Shang-
hal.

Along with the medical and educational
work Christian literature is a third agency
through which we strive to reach the Chi-
nese. As vou are aware, our Church and ‘the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, united
their publishing interests in China nine years
ago. Dr. W. H. Lacy is conducting our j03nt
publishing business with such fairness as wins
tlie unanimous support of our Southern breth-
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ren, and with such ability as to more than
double the volume of business of the preced-
ing quadrennium, while at the same time he
has avoided indebtedness which weighs down
so many of our publishing houses on mission
fields. It should be added, however, that the
Methodist Episcopal Church has not yet con-
tributed her fair share toward producing a
Christian literature for China.

Turming to our evangelistic work—the Iast
and slowest in development of all types of our
work in China—the report shows 20,723 full
members as compared with the 17.539 in 1907,
and 13.419 probationers as compared with 12,-
88s5. Our total membership, therefore, is
34,142 as compared with 30,444, a gain of 12
per cent for the three years. In addition to
our 34,142 communicauts, we have 18130 in-
quirers enrolled. These inquirers not only
attend our services regularly, but meet in
weekly classes for religious instruction. In-
deed. were we to report our work as it is re-
ported in the home land, and in all other mis-
sion fields, we should count these inguirers as
members on probation, and report a total
membership of 52.272. This would give us a
gain over our last report of 72 per ceni. But
this method would show an nudue @ain as we
did not report inquirers in 1908, Our reason
for not following the method authorized by
the Church and sanctioned by the New Testa-
ment is as follows: The old Chinese govern-
ment was notorjonsly” corrupt and oppressive.
Tt threw wmen into prison on false charges
and Lept them there until they paid the last
farthing; but, like all corrupt governments,
the old government was alvo cowardly and
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quailed before the intervention of a foreigner.
Hence, some Chinese, despite the opposition of
their families, have been eager tc join the
church in the hope of foreign protection. On
this account practically all the Protestant
Churches in China have adopted our method
of admitting candidates to the Church upon
probation, while we have the double list of
probationers and inquirers as above described.
With the reform in government cnabling us
to baptize freely thosc desiring baptism, and
with the changing attitude of the people to-
ward the Church, you may e¢xpect a more
rapid growth in coming days. The two most
cncouraging facts bearing upon future growth
are the large increase in our Sunday school
scholars and in our Chinese coworkers. Our
last report showed that our 230 missionaries
had as pastors, local preachers, exhorters.
Bible women, medical assistants, and teachers
1.653 Chinese helpers; to-day we have 2,882
Chinese coworkers, an increase of 73 per cent.
You have in China a little less than 6 per cent
of the Protestant missionaries, You have a
right to demand of us, therefore, 6 per cent
of results achieved. But through this splendid
service of our Chinese fcllow workers our
little band of 5.7 per cent of missionaries has
acconplished 14 per cent of all Protestant
hospital work. 14 per cent of all Protestant
educational work, and we ptesent you 16 per
cent of all Protestant comwmunicants,.and 20
per- cent of all, Sunday school scholars in
China. HMerein lies our hope of the futurc.
By far the wost strategic acts of the quad-
repninm - were  the  following: 1) | Bishop
Lewis's return to .Ameriea Lo sccure funds fot
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the crisis which was wvpon us in China, and
especially for the enlargement of Peking Uni-
versity, which, on account of its intensely
Chiristian character, its location, and its pos-
sibilities of ministering to one half of the
pagan world, is characterized by Dr, J. W,
Chapman as the most important educational
institution in the entire mission world; (2)
Professor Williams' return to .America for
funds for Nanking University, which for
obvious reasons may become as important a
center as Peking; and (3) Bishop Lewis’s ap-
pointment of Rev. 1, D, Gamewell Secretary
of our Board of Education for China. As
some of. our Conferences arc separated by
journers of wecks, and as some instifutions
within the Conferenices by journeys of days,
cach educational plant became a law unto
itself and built up its work according to the
exigencies which confronted it and the men
and means you sent it. Dr. Gamewell has
visited ecach of our schools, and has proved
so helpful to our teachers that he has secured
their codperation in arranging the entire edu-
cational work of our Church, =0 as to make
the men and monev vou send us contribute
their utmost to the advancement of the king-
dont.  Since our return to America the Edu-
catiomal  Association of China, comprising
representatives of all our Protestant Churches,
has clected Dr. Gamewell its secretary, thus
giving him large influence in chaping the cdu-
cational policy of all our Protestant school«
and colleges in China,

While thanking God for our specifically
Methadist work, we rejoice iulso in all general
Christian work, The eagerness of the Chinese

R

A s

i

— Y

for a1 least a knowledge of Clhristianity is
shown in the growth of Bible distribution.
There were distributed last year by the Bible
Societies 3,754,000 Bibles or portions thereof,
and by the Tract Socicties 7,756,000 tracts.
In several places where the revolutionary
arnty has been located, the supply of Scrip-
tures has been exhausted and the Bible So-
cieties have strained themselves to meet the
new demand. Morcover, Mr. W. E. Black-
stone—a consecrated layman of our Church—
who with his family has given many thousand
dollars to Chiua, is spending the closing years
of his life in distributing the Word of God.
Representing a leading business man i
America, who pays for the publications, Alr.
Blackstone through the missionaries and
Chinese pastors distributed last vear 5,000,000
portions of the Word of God. So numerous
are the calls coming to him from ail parts of
China that the American friend with great
business  foresight  has ordered 20,000,000
portions of the Bible for distribution in China
in 1912, and My, Blackstone had calls for
15000000 of these portions before the
close of Aarch, As the greater part of these
Scriptures are unbound, and are passed from
hand to hand. they can last but a short time.
But if some man of God can be found able and
willing to put a few million dollars into Bible
distribution, with the agencies now in the
field and the cagerntess for the Book. the Word
of God can be put into almost every home in
China within the next fve years. 1f this can
be done. God’'s Word will exercise its super:
natural and transforming power over the
400,000,000 people now emerging into a new
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civilization and will help to cast that civiliza-
tion in Christian molds,

Broadening our vision to the possibilities of
wider codperation between the Churches, Pro-
fessors E. D. Burton and J. H. Chamberlin, of
Chicago University, by their tour through In-
dia and the Far East for educational investi-
gation greatly quickened the interest of all the
missionaries in higher Christian education,
and by their wisdon and experience and sym-
pathy greatly helped us toward farger codpera-
tion. Dr. J. . Goucher. who visited China
last vear as chairman of the educational sec-
tion of the Continuation Conmntittee of IEdin-
burgh Conference, rendered all our missions
an inestimmable service in the standardization
and articulation of our educational work in
China, and in showing our missionaries the
Hines of practical codperation. Bishop and
Mrs. McDowell contributed to the same re-
sults and heartened us all for our tasks
through their all too brief visit to us in 1911,
All these leaders who have heenn upon the
field recognize the immensity and the urgency
of the problemg which are hefore us. They
urge the utmost codperation possible in higher
education to enable Protestantism to exercise
a molding influence upon the education of new
China. To sav that the Methodist Episcopal
Church alone is cqual to the educational work
which one fourth of the human race is now
throwing npon ns in China is to speak without
due appreciation of the opportunities and re-
sponsibilities which now confront us.  Indeed,
Urotestant Christendom must not only unite
all her forces for the bnilding up of five greal
universities—one for ecach eighty million of
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the population, but she must increase imme-
diately aud inunensely her grants of men and
nioney if she is to meet the crisis which con-
fronts us,

In regard to ecclesiastical union, two policies
confront us: one the policy of ecclesiastical
conformity, the other the policy of spiritual
freedom. The Afrst policy demands the dis-
solution of all ties with the home churches
anc the formation of one Union Church for
China. The policy of spiritual freedom de-
mands agreement only on the fundamentals
of our evangelical faith and Christian expe-
rience: it does not insist upon any single form
of Church government or ritual.

Perhaps the Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciation is the most successful organization
formed during the nineteenth century for
union church work. As everyone knows,
this organization so far from demanding con-
formity in creed and order of worship upon
the part of all its nrembers, has never inter-
fered in the slightest degree with denomina-
tional convictions of those working in its
ranks. The China Inland Mission—Dby far the
largest single mission in China—is organized
upon the basis of spiritual freedom. It per-
mits its Baptist workers to teach and practice
immersion, its Methodist missionaries to bap-
tize children in infancy, its Anglican mission-
aries to have their bishop and to conduct serv-
ices according to the ritual of the Church of
England. Certainly a Uniop Church for China
is possible only along the lines of like spiritual
freedon.

One «ingle Union Church for all Christians
resls, in its last analysis, upon either a basis
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of conformity or of nonconforntity. In the
former case it will be found ultimaiely to rest
upon the philosophy of the Roman hierarchy,
namely, that only one form of organization
is valid and all the rest are heretical. A Union
Church for China upon this basis eventually
would bring us all into the Anglican fold, and
upon a Roman Catholic philosophy. Protes-
tants are too sturdy a folk, and the continuance
of Protestantism is foo vital to the progress of
the centnries, for us to forsake our birthright
and enter church union upon the basis of con-
formity to the demands of any hierarchy. Only
Roman Catholics and High Churchmen dream
of a Union Church for China upon this basis.
Another party, however, dreams of church
union, not simply upon a basis of nonconfor-
wity, but of a nonconformity which all alike
must accept. This proposal is as nnfair to the
Anglicans as the former proposal is to the in-
dependents. The advocates of this view not
only carry freedom to pure individualism for
themselves, but in the name of liberty they
demand that all other persons abandon their
conception of church order and also hecome
individualists, This is freedom running to
cuch an extreme as to demand nonconformity
upon the part of all the rest of us, who may
desire to conform to the rites of our respective
Churches.  This philosophy would lead us to
4 Union Church upon an Independent or Con-
gregational basis  But an enfarced Congre-
gationalism is as much a violation of the prin-
ciple of spiritual freedom and of the spirit of
independency as an enforced Episcopal organ-
ization, or au enforced form of baptism. 1f
cither the Young Men's Christian Association
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or the China Inland Mission insisted upon
any smgle form of Church government it
could not last a day.

But if the proposed Union Church for China
is to admit a Baptist without demanding that
he renounce immersion, surely she will wel-
come the ten thousand Baptists whom that
Church may bring to her doors without com-
pelling them to change their mode of baptism
or their form of Church organization. I she
admits an Anglican, surely she will welcome
the entire Episcopal Church without demand-
ing that the members abandon cither Episco-
pacy or their ritual. In a word, as soon as one
carries the principle underlying Church organ-
ization on a basis of spiritual freedom to its
logical conclusion, he will recognize that the
proposed Union Church for China can at best
be simply a federation carried to a higher
point of eficiency than has thus far been
reached in the homeland—a federation which
unites the constituent Churches not only in
moral and in reform work, but in locating
new missions so as to best utilize the ncw
forces sent to China—a federation which se-
cures such codperation in higher cducation as
will give us at four or five strategic points in
China universities at least equal to those the
government will establish, and which will thus
enable us to help set the standard of higher
education for the nation—a federation which
eliminates waste and friction, and cnables n=
to use every man and every dollar sent to
China for the most rapid advancement of the
kingdom—ahove all, a federation which per-
mits each mission to maintain its fellowshin
with the home Church, and thus inspive that
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Church with a worthy motive for sending for-
ward men and money for the salvation of the
Chinese. The original federation of Churches
in America was a rope of sand, as was the
confederation of the original thirteen States.
But as the American government advanced
from federation to federal union so the Ainer-
ican federation of Churches is advancing—
perhaps not so rapidly as we could wish—in
the direction of federal union. Federal union
should become the immediate goal! of all the
Churches in China.  If one says that federal
union is a centradition in terms, we point to
the United States and to Great Britain. Sure-
Iy what human governments have realized,
Christian Churches, under the providence of
God, may realize. Just as the Parliament
which Great Britain has granted to Canada
and Australia secures almost complete local
self-government, and yet permits these peoples
to remain an integral portion of the greatest
cmpire on earth, just as onr state governments
insure Minnesota and Wiaconsin lacal auton-
omy and yet permit them to remain an in-
tegral portion of the greatest republic on
carth, so the federal union which we con-
template would permit our Chusrches in for-
cign lands a large degree of local self-control.
and yet allow them to remain integral portions
of a world-wide Church. May not the solu-
tion of the colored problem in the United
States lie in permitting all our colored Con-
ferences to unite in a Central Conference and
to pass such legislation as their conditions
may demand. provided such laws do not ¢on-
travene our hook of Discipline, and to lhave
Bishaps of their race and for their race while
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maintaining their organic conmection with us
and their representation in our General Con-
ference through federal union?

FEven the strongest civil governments are
surrendering some measure of independence
for greater codperation. They are forming
international agreements, referring questions
to the Hague Tribunal, and abiding by its de-
cisions.  So the Central Conferences which
you have granted to India and 1o China, and
which you are ready to garant o Furope aml
to Sounth Aanerica, secure us local autonomy
ad world-wide fellowship. The whole trend
of modern history is toward world-wide affil-
iations; and it was Christianity with its daily
praver, “Qur Father which art in heaven”—
Christianity with its prophecy that the king-
doms of this world shall become the kingdom
of our Lord—Christianity with its teaching
that Gedd hath made of one bload all the na-
tions of the earth—it was Christianity which
inspired  these  world-wide agreements enm-
hodied in the l{ague Tribunal  Professor
Seeley was accustomed to say that nationalism
was the key of the nineteenth century, that it
explains the German Ewmpire, Ttalian unity,
and the triumph of the national conception in
our Civil War. We dare to prophesy that
the key 10 the twentieth century will be inter-
nationalism: and this transformation is tak-
ing place becanse the great nations are slowly
falling under the spell of the Christ. It
will he a thousand pities if at the very time
when Christ’s conception of a universal king-
dom i~ beginning to capture the imagination
af the watld, Methodism assembled in a Gen.
cral Conference in which representatives of
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twenty nations sit side by side should attempt
to reverse the divine Providence, abandon her
birthright embodied in John Wesley's motto,
“The world is my parish,” and begin the
organization of a npational Church for China,
a national Church for Mexico, a national
Church for Liberia, etc. Hence, we are glad
to report that after full discussion of the
national as over against the universal Church,
the Central Conference for China, on the elo-
quent appeal of a Chinese statesman that the
Chinese Methodists keep the cross above the
flag, and maintain their seat around the family
hearthstone, voted overwhelmingly against the
national conception, and for the naintenancc
by Chinese Methodists of their birtlright in
Ecumenical Methodism,

We cannot close our address without at-
tempting to lay upon the heart of Methodism
the solemn duty and responsibility for the
salvation of China at this crisis in her history.
China presents the greatest opportunity which
has confronted the Christian Church since the
time of Christ. We believe that Bishop Cran-
ston’s cry, written without the slightest con-
sultation with either of us and adopted unani-
mously by the Board of Bishiops, for two
million dollars for China for the mnext quad-
rennium in place of the one million which you
seit us during the last quadrennivum, was in-
spired of God, and that the Church will meas-
ure up to this united summons to help capture
the new republic for Christ,



the New Age

By Bishop Bashford

ok
A New World

WE are entering a new world, as the
following facts make plain:

1

When the people elected Mr. Wilson
president in 1912, no one dreamed of a
world war.

In electing a. man who kept the nation
out of war so long as peace could be pre-
served with honor, but, when the stern
decision must be made, led the people at
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untold cost to themselves to choose
almost unanimously the right; in finding
a man who 18 becoming the spokesman
of the world and is shaping the ideals of
bhumanity, we were as strangely and
providentially guided asin the choice of
Washington and Lincoln.

2
The passage by Congress of the Pro-
hibition Amendment is the greatest
piece of constructive legislation in Ameri-
can history since the passage of the
amendment prohibiting slavery.
3

The admission of 6,000,000 women to
suffrage in Great Britain, in return for
their sacrifices in the war, and the prog-
ress of woman suffrage in America were
unforeseen, save by prophetic souls.

But all people now trust that the
women will providentially strengthen the
forces for temperance, social purity and
the conservation of childhood for the
coming struggles of the human race.

4

Capital, intelligence and labor are the
three factors in the production of wealth.
In the admission of laborers to a larger
share in the direction of economic and
political enterprises, we are resting de-
mocracy upon a broader basis than ever
before in history.

5

For the struggles which must follow

the war Great Britain is already organ-
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izing her financial, industrial and com-
mercial resources in a manner that will
matchk the marvelous organization of
Germany.

In the United States a similar re-
organization is under way. 'The modi-
fication of our competitive system by
coordination and cooperation in in-
dustries, transportation and commerce is
another sign that we are entering upon &

new world.
i

A New Spirit

THE war has both revealed and developed
a spirit of patriotism and unselfishness and
humanitarianism of which we little dream-
ed. Millions are learning the blessedness of
giving; the cheerfulness with which men
accept taxation, offer their service without
compensation, make unconsirained contri-
butionsto the Red Crossandthe Y.M.C.A .,
and offer their lives for the country, is un-
paralleled in history.

MR. WILSON has voiced the aspirations
of the human race in his demand for world
democracy, that is, for the right of self-
determination upon the part of every nation
in helping to decide upon its place in the
world; and for the right of self-determina-

Page Thres
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tion, upon the part of each individual with-
in the nation, in helping to shape the in-
stitutions which mold the destiny of himself
and his posterity.

o
The Obstacles

Two grave obstacles lie across the
pathway of world democracy.

1

We do not think that thefirst obstacle,
German militarism, is invincible. Ger-
many began the war ostemsibly for a
place in the sun; in reality for the mili-
tary conquest of Europe, and, later, of
the world.

But her consent to President Wilson’s
demand for the limitation of armaments
iIs an indisputable admission of the
failure of militarism; it must inevitably
lead to the abandonment of the claim she
still maintains of holding what the sword
has taken.

The acceptance by every nation of an
international limitation of armaments
presages the disappearance of the era of
militarism and of the doctrine that might
makes right.

2

The second grave obstacle to world
democracy is ignorance and moral weak-
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ness upon the part of multitudes who
desire to participate therein. The present
struggle has thrilled, not only Europe,
Australia and North America, but South
America, Africa and Asia.

We cannot establish permanent peace
with democracy for the white races and
forcible subjection for the colored races
of the world.

On the other hand, how can we admit
to an equal voice, in settling the gravest
problems, millions upon millions of
people in their present state of ignorance
and moral impotence, without endanger-
ing the civilization of the world?

%

The Solution

THE only solution of our problem is
Christian missions. As Bishop Welch
has wisely said: ¢“The pillars of democ-
racy are intelligence and virtue,” and
these are the product of Christianity.

THE late Yuan Shi Kai probably was the
ablest pagan ruler of this century. He
attributed the Chinese revolution to Chris-
tian missions, saying that the Chuistian
teaching of the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of men would undermine every
despotism on earth.

Paga Five
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He added: “I am not a Christian; I am
a Confucianist. But Cornfucianism is not
strong enough for the crisis which is upon
us. Only Christ can save China.”

The Gospel, which teaches that God has
made of one substance all nations to dwell
upon the face of the earth; that Jesus Christ
tasted death for every nran; the Gospel
which commands us to evangelize the
nations, furnishes, in the Ilanguage of
President Wilson, “the only force in the
world that I ever heard of that does actively
transform the life, and the proof of the
transformation is to be found all over the
world, and is multiplied and repeated as
Christianity gains fresh territory in the

heathen world.”
i

The Purpose

WE are pouring out billions of money,
and millions of men are offering their lives,
to preserve human freedom for the race.
Absolutely essential as this program is,
nevertheless it is a program of destruction,
or, at best, simply of conservation. The
only constructive program before the na-
tions is the program of modern missions.

Had Protestantism spent forfy millions
of dollars in missionary work in Russia
during the last forty years, Russian democ-
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racy would stand firm in the crisis and
would be worth forty billions of dollars n
terminating the war.

W ITH the colored races now slightly out-
numbering the white races of the earth;
with South America, one of the two great
unoccupied regions of the earth, filling up
with a mixed white and colored population;
with Malaysia, the other great unoccupied
region of the earth, fi:ling up with colored
people who will number some three hun-
dred million before the close of the century,
who doubts that, if the white races continue
to dominate every coniinent by military
power, and to exclude the yellow races from
five of the six great continents, limiting
their countless millions to a portion of Asia,
there will arise a race war in comparison
with which our present struggle will prove a
skirmish! Moreover, if we overthrow mili-
tarism in Germany we must not ourselves
plan to continue 1t for the control of the
colored populations of the earth,

THE alternative is the speedy evangeliza-
tion of the world. The Gospel of Jesus
Christ lays the foundation of intelligence
and virtue upon which, alone, the liberty of
the earth can rest.

Henry Morgenthau says:

“The moral issues of this era are the
gravest in the history of the world. If it
turns out that we are morally unprepared

FPage dsron
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as we are physically unprepared, I tremble
for the future of the world.”

WE MUST definitely and adequately
prepare now to enter upon a vigorous for-
ward movement in missions.

We must be ready to offer the Gospel as
never before to the nations of the earth the
day peace is declared; and we must accept
this task as an integral and continuous part
of our war program.

The evangelization of the nations is the
safety of the world.

2

JOINT CENTENARY
COMMITTEE

Methodist Episcopal Church
Methodist Episcopal Church, South

111 Fifth Avenue, New York
1918
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THE CHINESE. CHURCH

The term “‘evangelist’’ does not fully suggest the work done
by the foreign missionaries specifically assigned to evangelistic
work. ‘‘Presiding elder” would better express it; but even that
term is not sufficiently broad. The so-called evangelist is

A SERMON IN A NORTH CHINA CHAPEL— TABLET TO
THIRTY-NINE MARTYRS

missionary-in-charge of a large district and sometimes of two
or threc districts, which varv in population from 2,000,000 to
20,000,000. In each of these districts the native churches and
circuits are manned by native preachers and Biblc women, under
the superiniendence of native presiding elders and the evangel-
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ists. The missionaries’ wives work with them, as do the mis-
sionaries of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society—travelling
over large districts, teaching, and organizing Christian activity
among the Chinese women.

The evangelist is a genuine itinerant travelling continually
by a native house boat, by chair, by cart or on foot, stopping
often at native inns, and living altogether a pioneer life—a life
ol great privation but also of many joys.

MISSION BOAT * GLAD TIDINGS" ON THE YANGTZEL RIVER

In a peculiar way the cvangelist has an opportunity to put his
individuality into the church which is being built up. He
decides where the work shall be located, and selects the sites
where chapels shall be built. He examines and haptizes native
converts, and decides as to their elizibility for church member-
ship. Ilc is the counscllor and adviser of the native pastors.
He does much preaching and reaches many souls.  But his great

—_——
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work consistsin directing, build-
ing up the native church, and
in the shortest possible time
making it self-supporting and
self-propagating through the
native pastor and native mem-
bers,

One phase of the evangelist’s
work may be noted in the exper-
ience of a presiding elder at

. ITINERATING BY WHEELBARROW IN
Nanchang, the home of the WESTERN CHINA
Governor of the Province of
IKiangsi. Since the Taiping Rebellion of 1852-65, when
Nanchang beat off the rebels and Nanking went down in
cefeat, the former city has been proud, exclusive, and cxceed-
ingly hostilc to missionaries and to Western civilization. Tt was
for a time impossible to obtain an entrance through her gates.

Finally a missionary of the Woman’s Forcign Missionary
Society took a native Chinese woman who had graduated in med-
icine in the United States, to Nanchang, to treat the wives of
the gentry. The missionary was able to do this because of her
great learning and the respect which the Chinese had for her.
After these missionaries had won over the women of position
through their medical ministrations, a girls’ school was built out-
side the city walls. Then they proposcd the construction of a
hospital inside the city. The Chinese women, to whom they had

ministered, purchased land for it and

? have also agreced to erect the building.

s 7 : The Bishop there-
upon raised
cnough moncev
to build homes
for the two work-
ers, these homes
having rooms on
the furst  floor
where discussions

ON TOUR IN SOUTHERN
CHINA
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TIEN-KU-CHIAO CHAPEL IN WEST CHINA~MONUMENT TO A MARTYR
PASTOR IN THE RIGHT BACKGROUND

can be had with women seecking to learn about thc Gospel.
The time was then ripe for the presiding elder to come forward.
Up to this time, he had merely planned and advised, keeping
himself in the background. .\ Loys’ school was placed near the

v

— —
R ._"r,“,“m-(""':ﬂa'gﬂv ey
PR s e A

ASBURY CHURCH AT PEKING

THE CHINESE CHURCH 7

WILLIAM NAST MEMORIAL CHURCH, SING.IU

girls’ school. Two churches were erected in the city. An insti-
tutional church is now planned. It will stand on the street
called “The Heart of the City” and will be the Nanchang “down-
town mission.” It will include first, a bookstore: sccond, a
preaching hall opening on the street, where services will be con-
ducted by two Chinese preachers cvery half-hour from seven in

EPWORTH CHAPEL AT NANCHANG
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A FOOCHOW CONFERENCE PASTOR

portions of the Dible,
receives visits from those
who wish to inquire about
the “‘Doctrine,” and sccks
to  become acquainted
with the people. 1lis pur-
posc is first to win their
respect, and then to win
them for Christ. In a
word, the Chinese helper
i~ a pastor, a shepherd
of his flock, and an instru-
ment in winmng others
to the Saviour.

The stationat which the
Chinese  pastor lives is
the center of a cireuit
over which he {ravels just A

I

the morning until late in
the evening; third, a
school for Tthovs; and,
fourth, a church where
regular worship will he
conducted apart from
the traffic of this busy
central street.

The Chinese pastor has
an important part in the
scheme of evangelization.
The missionary can spend
only a small part of his
time at a particular
station. The native pas-
tor, however, hves at
the station, preachces
daily, sells or gives away
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as the missionary travels over
his district. When visiting the
out-stations, he preaches, cate-
chises and instructs inquirers,
at the same time inspiring the
little band of Christians and
helping them to remain loyal to
their faith. When difficulties
or disagrecements arise, he settles
them. All  business matters
are brought to his attention.
In cases which require discipline
he learns all the circumstances
and reports them to the mis-
sionary.

Some of the Chinese who are
not acquainted with the foreign-

A NORTH CHINA PASTOR-SON OF
MARTYR PARLNTS

e ______‘.i‘fb
A WEST CHINA PASTOR
ers’ purpose, are Vvery sus-
picious of the missionaries.
But they understand one of
their own people just aswe
understand  one  another,
The Chinese pastor, there-
fore, is able to remove mis-
understandings, to explain
the purposc of the Chris-
tiait propaganda, and the
motives which impel the
missionary in his work,

In the absence of the
missionary, the native
pastor has oversight of the
day school. Somectimes,
indeed, onc man scrves
both as pastor and school
teacher, and, in any case,
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he has charge of the religious mstruction. Qwing to the large
population in a single district, it is obvious that unless the
evangclistic missionary is furnished with helpers, the evangeliza-
tion of China isimpossible. If five times as much money, and
five times as many missionarics were available, even then ecach
missionary and his wife would have charge of a city or district
with a population of 30,000. Our mission force thus multplied
would still be plainly inadequate. It is apparent that the
only human ageney suitable to aid the missionary in his
work, is the Chinese pastor. To appreciate this fact is to
appreciate the place of power which the native preachers have,
and the tmperative need for a large army of them.

OLD MRS. WANG OF TAIANFU PREACHING FROM HER WHEELBARROW

(Great crowds greet both the foreign evangelist and the native
preachers when they arrive at the inns, and by the wavside
hundreds and ~ometimes thousands besiege them for the “*Daoe-
trine.”” To all these they preach the Word of Life. Tt is custom-
ary for them to ciarry on these evangelistic tours portions of
the Bible and sueh other tracts as are suitable for general cir-
culation.  Therefore by word of mouth and by the printed page
they =ow widely the truths of the Kmgdom of God.
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Jesus Christ is transforming men in China as effectually as He
ever did in America. Highway robbers have become preachers;
men weakened by the use of opium have been made strong;
those guilty of every conceivable sin have been gloriously
saved; homes have been transformed;woman has not only been
saved from a life of slavery to one of liberty, but the estimation in
which she was held has been notably raised. Every phase of
social and business lifc has been changed by Him who makes
all things new, so that it is possible today to pick out the Christian
Chinese by the expression of their faces.

At the present time there are wonderful opportunities for
evangelistic work in China because of the awakening of the
empire. The influx of Western education is weakening the
people’s faith in their heathen superstitions and idols. In some
places, the idols are already being thrown out of the temples.
There is openness for the Gospel, combined with eagerness to
hear and willingness to accept this, the Christian religion. Now
is the time to give Christianity to the Chinese, while they are
changing and before they adopt a materialistic, atheistic type
of Western civilization.

Native chapels and cliurches can be built by means of gifts
ranging from S1co to $1,000, the balance of the cost being raised
by the native members. Such a chapel or church may bear the
name designated by the donor. Native ministers can be sup-
ported in the different parts of China at from $30 to Sizo avear
—$2.50 to S10 a month.

Write to Dr. F. D. Gamewell, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York
city forany special information desired concerning the cvan-
gelistic work in China of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

L P
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THE WIDENING HORIZON
IN CHINA

The Missionary work of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh in
China is practically confined 10 seven of the twenty-two provinces.
One of our missionaries crosses the Yangtze at Kiukiang and
thus does some work in an cighth province, Hupch, where we
have some splendid native Christians. Morcover Chinese Chris-
tians returning from California have of their own imitiative
preached the Gospel, led souls to Christ, built a church, and
established a school in the Kwangtung Province. This work has
been visited by the bishop resident in China. Que native mis-
sionary, who is supported in part by the local church and in part
by Chinese Christians in California, was ordained. We also have
a very few missionaries across the Jine of Chihli, in the region of
Manchuria, now divided into three provinces.

The provinces in which our missionaries labor contain one
hundred and ecighty-eight million people. while the provinces thus
far not entered by us embrace two hundred and fifty million
people.  Were any similar pagan population discovered in any
other part of the world without a Alethodist missionary, our
people would pour out their monev and would have men on the
way to save these millions within the next six months. Ncarness,
to he sure, would give an added emphasis to any such need or
opportunity.  Buat nearness, or, in this case. distance, ought not
(o he the influencing factor in the work of the kingdom of Godl.
Surely the number thus far unreached by us. the openncss of the
Chinese for the Gospel, and the fact that we bhave mastered the
language, have transiated the DBDible and have created some
Chinese Christian hterature, and can reach these millions in
comnection with our other work. make the appeal for the expan-
sion of our work in the Chinese emipire an irresistible one.
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PROPOSALS FOR EXPANSION
I. Reénforce West China Mission

I1 the order of expansion can be planned, the first step to take
is to reénforce immediately our work in West China so that we
mav at lcast retain the territory in that province which we have
cultivated dnring the last twenty vears. This territory embraces
one sixth of the Szechuen provinee, with one third of its popula-
tion of sixty-cight million people. Our Nlethodist missionaries,
being among the first Christians to enter this province, naturally
settled along the Yangtze from Chungking, the commercial
metropolis, through the Chentu plain to Chentu, the political
capital of the province. This Chentu plain, according to Mr.
Archibald Little in “The Ifar East.,” has a denser population
thhan any other spot on the face of the cartli except possibly the
county in which London is located. Here our missionarics have
labored and praved and built up a native Methodism.  Our gains
in the West China Mlission have averaged 29 per cent a year for
the last two vears. Ninety per cent of our church members are
mature men, and only ten per cent women and children.  Ninety
per cent of our church members can read and write as compared
with ten per cent of the surrounding adunlt male population.  We
must receive word in the very near futnre that we can add four
or five additional married workers to the force in West China,
or clse we must surrender (o other socicties a part of this most
fruitfnl field. Surcly Methodism ought to exert herself mightily
to hold her possession in this garden spot of the world.

1. Extend the present boundarics of [Foochow and {finghua
Conferences

The boundaries of the IFoochow Conference ought to be en-
larged in a northwesterly direction until they meet the boundaries
of the Central China Conference. The boundaries of the Cen-
tral China Conference onght to be extended fifty miles o the
sonth that they may touch the southern end of the Tlinghua
Conference.  Tn addition, the bovudaries of the Tinghua Con-
ference should be extended in a westerly divection until they

THE WIDENING HORIZON IN CHINA 5

unite with the castern limits of the Central China Conference.
This would connect these three conferences and bring our mis-
sionaries into closer relations; would enable us to transfer mis-
sionaries from one ficld to another according to the relative needs
of each field, and would contribute in every way to the enlarge-
ment and improvement of our work in those fields already occu-
pied.  To make these extensions would necessitate the adding of
perhaps four missionaries and their wives to the force of the
Foochow and Hinghua Conferences.

I11. Divide Central China Conference into two parts

With this slight enlargement of what is now the Central China
Conference, it should be divided into two conferences. This con-
ference now has work in the four provinces of Kiangsu, Anhwei,
Kiangsi and Hupeh, with an area as large as that of all New
England, New York and New Jersey, and with a population of
about onz2 hundred millions. \We have for this vast territory and
enormous population hut five foreign presiding elders, and the
whole force at cach of its five mission stations is entirely inade-
quate. To do any kind of justice to this work we ought innnedi-
ately to double the number of presiding elders in Central China,
and also add largely to our teaching and medical forces.

The Central China Conference is located in the great Yangtze
valley, one of the most fertile farming scctions in the world.
Here also are great coal and iron resources. It has a perfect
network of canals and strcams. Moreover, being on China’s
great waterway, tlie Yangtze River, it is easy of access and is in
touch with the outside world.

Here is a great population waiting for us to give them the
CGospel.  Surely Dethadism will arise to this opportunity, and
1ot make it necessary either to abandon teiritory or else to fail
in this strategic region.

A7 Organise Shantung District into Shantung Conference

In the Shantung P’rovince of the North China Conference we
have one presiding elder’s district for a provinee larger than New
York State and a population of thirtv-ecight millions.  The Parent
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Board has three missionaries and their wives and the Woman's
Forcign Alissionary Society three workers for this entire province.
This is the province which has been exploited (o some extent by
the Germans. It has vast coal and iron resources, and along with
Shanst, promises to be the Pittshurg region of the Chinese empire.
Indeed railroads are already building and the mines are being
opened.  This presiding clder’s district should be expanded into
the Shantung Conference. [t should be extended south through
the fertile territory lying along the Grand Canal, that ancient and
noted artificial waterway, until the Shantung Conference connects
witlt the Central China Conference.  This would conneet four of
our five conferences in China.  Iere is another opportunity
which Methodism must not allow to pass by through failing to
respond in her providential hour.

I". Enter Manchuria

Nearly all of the territory formerly known as Manchuria has
been made into the three provinces of IFengtien, Heilungkiang
and Kirin and incorporated into China proper.  ‘Their latitude
ranges from that of Columbus, Ohio, to that of the southern part
ef Canada, and their total area cquals that of Ohio, Indiana, and
Texas combined. The population has in twentv-five vears in-
creased from seven and one half millions to twenty-one millions.
The soil is much like the black soil of Illinois and Iowa and is
very fertile.  This natural resource has been made available to
the natives through the railroads whiclr have been constructed by
the Russians, and the railroad rununing from Tientsin, the com-
mercial center of North China, through the Great Wall, to
Mukden, the capital of Manchuria. There are also splendid coal
and iron mines as yet unworked. Great developments are to take
place there and the population fifty vears henee will probahly
reach one hundred millions,  Ouly two missions of any church are
at work there now. Methodism should enter the field at onee and
occupy the place as worker there which the situation demands
of her.

I'l. Begin wwork in Shanst Prozinee

Shansi Provinee lies west of Chihli Province and occupics

ahout &1 830 sqnare miles  Tts papnlation i< 12200000 Daron

Richtofen, in his three-volume report to the German Government,
startled the Luropean nations by his statement that the Shansi
I"rovince contains the richest coal and iron deposits in the world.
This report led to the attempt to divide China, which attempt
failed only through the intervention of Secretary Hay and the
United States. Richtofen savs that there is coal cnough in
Shansi to supply the whole world for scveral thousand years.
This is confirmed by the report nf the second German commis-
sion in 18¢7-8.  The mountains which contain the coal have been
so upheaved that they can be mined on a level without sinking
shafts. Railroads are already building in these ficlds and the
dawn of a mining era is at hand. Coal in some places lies three
thousand feet above the Pacific. s0 that with suitable railroads
gravity will bear the mined coal to the sca. A tremendous amount
of Chinese labor is at hand and in a comparatively few years
Shansi will be the Pittsburg, the Birmingham, the West Virginia
of .Asia.

Such is the character of the ficld which calls us as a church to
a decided advance. The list Delow gives what must he pledged
before the work should he opened in cither Manchuria or Shansi,
and is by no means all that is needed adequately to man either

one of these fields,

Five Missionarics—one physician, two teachers, and {wo evan-
gelists, at $2.000 cach for oulgoing expenscs and salary for

LWo Vears..... . e e e e e e $10,000
Five restdences for the above, at S2.z00 cach. .. ... cer . c... 12,300
One hospital, al 85000, ... .. Lo i . 5.000
T school buildings at $3.000 vach, ... .. veii tere « .4 +. 10,000
Native chapels, workers,ete o0 cooa o e z.300

40,000

The accompanyving table shows the size and the population of
the various provinces and the number of people to cach mission-
arv. .\ glance at this table, together with the foregoing pres-
cntation, will show that in our proposals for strengthening exist-
ing work and for expansion. we have asked for it for the most
fertile portions of the empire or clse for those of largest manu-
facturing and mining possibilitics and probabilities, where the
Iargest number of people will he reachedd with the least possihle

clfort,
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Anhwei. ..., ...
Chekiang. .

Chihii ...
Chinese Turkestan
Fengtien........ .
Fukien

......

Heilungkiang. .. .. ..

Honan. ...
MHunan.. ... ....
Hupeh...........

Kansu
Kiangst..........

Kiangsu...........
Kirin. . ..

Kwangsi .
Kwangiung.
Kweichau.
Shansi.... ...
Shantung.. ..

Shensi,
Szechuen.. .
Yunnan.....

hina Proper, ..

Mongolia Dependencices
“Thibet Dependencies

All China. .. ...

Arca

123,45°¢
00,480
33.600
00,000
27.200
9a.Q70
67,160
81,830
53.070
73.270
218,480

Population

23.670.000
11,381,000
20,037,000

1,200,000
12,000,000
22,877,000

2,000,000
35,317,000
22,10y,000
35,280,000
10,383,000
26,332,000
13,080,000

7,000,000

5,142,000
31,863,000

7.650,000
12,200,000
38.248,000

8,430,000
68,723,000

... 146,680 12,324,000
2,362,420 429,532,000
1.367.000 5,000,000

% 38,000 3.500,000

... 4,407,420 g38.032.000

Pap. Miss'ns Mission- Inhab,

Sq. My,

432
313
181
240
194

14
319
206
494

a3
382
306z

77

66
319
111
149
083
111
314

84

259

L [

100

b
10
12

oo

- .
(ol « JIARFIRVL S N

"2

WST b~ D -

|

1
o]

arieg
Qo
270
273
363
93
87
220
57
103
360

—

1

Lt

Lt OO WK e -
SN et NI W .

Cra
D
g
LRt

Per Miss.
263,000
43,000
58,000

63,00¢
380,00c¢
255,00¢
100,00¢
182,00¢
161,00¢C

39,00¢

395.00¢
77.00¢

300.00c¢
101,00C
170,00C
100,00C
25 3,00C

333.00¢

132,00¢

For more defimte information as to special needs and oppor-
tunitics, write to Dr. I D, Gamewell, 150 Fifth Avenue, New

York city.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
IN CHINA

Tuge Protestant Church in the United States and Europe can
never evangelize China through missionaries alone; for this
work tens of thousands of Chinese preachers must be raised up.
To win a pagan pcople from idolatry and to transform a civiliza-
tion centuries old certainly wonld require as large a proportion
of munisters of the gospel as are required in the United States

A SPECIAL GIFT DAY SCHOOL IN SOUTHERN CHINA

in our present advaiced condition. But to give to China the
same proportion of preachers as there are in the United States
would require cight hundred thousand men, Furthermore, were
we seriously to undertake such a task, it would Dbe necessary to
send as many physicians and teachers as ministers of the gospel.
And to send such a force of foreign Christian workers to any
single pagan country and to maintain them there is simply out

of thie question.
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INDUSTRIAL TRAINING AT HINGHUA

sut were such an influx of foreign ministers, teachers, and
physicians possible. it would not be wise : hecanse it wouvld remove
from the Chinese ali scuse of persanal respousibility for the
redemption of China and would thus paralvze native cfforts.
Christ always contemplated the self-propagation of the gospel,
and this gives us our only hope for the evangelization and the
Christianization of the world, A moment's thought. therefore,
shows that for foreigners alone (o cvangelize the cmpire wonkd
he asx inadvisable as it is fwpossible. We must train pative
workers and do much of our work through them. .And it is
for the training of native men and women wha <hall success{ullv
carry on the work for the evangelizatim of the empire that
Chiristian schoolz and colleges in China are founded and carricd
on.

Fducational work in China Degins with dav schools, located
at variotus points thronghout the comtry and tanght bv native
Chrristian teachers.  The announcement is made to a hinese
village that we will furnish 81 gold jor the edueation of a bov
or girl whose parents will furnish as mnch more, As SOON :1-5
thirty pupils are thus cecured, this mency cndhles us (o hire 2

1
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Christian Chinesc teacher for a vear and the day school is atarted.
Thus jor cach 81 gold contributed in America we furnish instrug-
tion for a pupil in a dayv school for one vear.

Above the dav schools are organized intermediate and high
schools, sometimes at substations, but loacated generally at the
principal stations and under direct missionary  supervision,
Above the high schools are the colleges: the Anglo-Chinese
College at Foochow. 'eking University at Peking. Nanking
University at Nanking, William Nast College at Ninkiang, and
Chentu College at Chentu,  These colleges are located i1 South-
ern, Northern, Central. and Western China.

The boarding schools and colleges are far more effective than
the dav schools for building up suwrong Christian characters,
because the pupils in the day schools live i their own homes,
which are usually pagan. We who live mm a Christian land can
scarccly imagine the fearful temptations of heathen conscionsness
and enviromment. It is one continuous appeal to all those things

A CLASS IN MUSIC AT CHINKIANG
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which Christianity
would conquer,
But in the hoard-
ing  schools and
colleges, the vounge
people at their most
unpressionable age
receive  the influ-
cnce of Christian
surroundings  and
the advantages of
modernecivilization,
together with the
trainingand care of

A GEOMETRY CLASS AT THE ANGLO-CHINESE nussionary l(‘m‘]}'
COLLEGE, FOOCHOW cers who put their

THE HIGH SCHOOL AT FINGHUA THE CLASS OF 1907, PEKING UNIVERSITY
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very souls into the work g s,
v and implant in the lives of ‘
their pupils the best that 1s
in their own characters.

In connection with our
schools in China we are
now introducing kindergar-
ten teaching and industrial
training for buth boys and
airls. Labor is so cheap m
China that young people
are not able to pay the full
amount required for their
training in the industries
which they master; but our
industrial  work  enables
them to contribute largely
to their self-support, while A MEMBER OF THE COLLEGE FACULTY.
at the same time preparing PEKING UNIVERSITY
them: for future usefulness,

These Christian schools aim to teach evervihing from the usc
of soap and water—personal cleanliness—to the relation of the

human soul to God—heart

NANKING UNIVERSITY
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purity. \hove all, the pu-
pils are bronght nto con-
tact with the living Christ;
and the teachers feel that
they have failed in the chief
end of  cducation  uniess
their pupils hecome carnest
f Cheistians before  Teaving
the boarding schools and
colleges,

It is necessary onlv for
one to campare the heathen
children  on the  strect
with the chillren in owr

THL DLAN AND THREL GRADUATES, FOW
LER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, NANKING ~ Schuols and the  young

PEKING UNIVERSITY
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people in our colleges to realize the wonderful fransformation
which the Christian school i China is working in those who
come mder its mfluence. Tt accomplishes what Christian homes,
with the aid of public schools and colleges, accomplish in \inerica.
Very often these Chinese stndents coming from heathen homes
return (o their familics and conmunities as evangelizing forees.

In addition to the schools above named we have biblical schools
and theological schools. which provide special training for our
native evangelists and leaders.  The theological schools reccive
the graduates of the colleges and of the high <chools, and give
them a thorongh training for Christian teaching and religious
leadership in China. “The biblical schools receive men who. on
their conversion, caunot attend the high school or the college,
but who show ability in Chrisiian work and who, after speeial
training in the Bible, the Discipline, ete.. hecome aceeptable
preachers. To supplement these sehools, or sometimes to supply
the Jack of themy the missionaries in charge of the work will,
once a year. call together the preachers o the district for a

(]

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN CHINA il

period of one or two weeks, which is devoted to the studs of the
Pible and 1o daily prayer for the outpouring of the Holv Spirit.

It s gratiiving o know that while missionaries of all the
various cvangelical denominations have been equally faithful,
our church, with only six per cent of the missionaries in China,
is training sixteen per cent of the pupils in all the DProtestant
scheols in China, and that through our schools and hospitals,
our provision for probationers in the church and for exhorters
and local preachers in the ministry, through our use of native
ministers and Bible women and our emphasis upon Christian
CXperience, oir &ix per cent of Protestant  missionaries have
curolled tweniv-two per cent of the Protestant chureh members
of the whole empire.

There are special educational opportunities at the present time.
With the awakening of the empire, there is ahnost a stampede
for Western learning.  Government schools and private schools
are being established under non-Christian influences ; the hission
schools are crowded to cverflowing, but all of these together
-
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cannot micet the demand. Some 13,000 young men went from
China to Japan in 1906 to sccure the Western learning. The
mission schools are the best equipped schools in the empire, and
accordingly the most popular. If we can increase the number
and equipment of our schools so as to meet the demand, we can
train the coming lecaders of the empire, and put the stamp of
Jesus Chirist on the education of over 400,000,000 people.

Many school children have to he supported by scholarships,
as they come from families too poor to support their children in
school. The schools are building up native Christians and are
the source of our supply of native workers, so that money spent
mn education is money well invested. Annual scholarships, keep-
ing stuclents in school for a vear, are nceded at the following
rates: inn theological schools, biblical scliools, and intermediate
boarding schools at $20 each: in colleges at $20 to $30; in day
schools at $1 ecach. Scholarship endowments in perpetuity are
necded in colleges and theological schools, intermediate and
boarding schools at $500 each; in day schools at $50 each.

Write to Dr. I. D, Gamewell, 130 Fifth Avenue, New York
city, for any special information desired concerning educational
work in China,

N
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THE
AWAKENING OF CHINA

Civilization arises from the interchange of com-
merce, of ideas, and of ideals. As water is the oldest
and still the cheapest means of communication, civili-
zation springs up in connection with rivers and lakes
and oceans. The earliest stage of civilization, before
men were able to cross the great seas, was the civili-
zation of the river basins. Witness the civilization of
Egypt along the Nile, of Babylonia and Assyria along
the Tigris and the Euphrates, of China along the
Yangtse-kiang and the Hoang-ho. The second stage
of civilization arose when men were able to cross the
“Great Sea” of the Bible. Witness the civilization of
Greece and Rome, of Carthage and Macedonia and of
Palestine around the Mediterranean. The third and
modern stage of civilization was inaugurated when
Columbus crossed the Atlantic and discovered a new
world, Witness the civilization of Spain and Portugal,
of France and Holland, of Germany and England,
upon the eastern side, and of Canada, the United
States and South America upon the western side of
the Atlantic. The fourth and the final stage of civili-
zation upon our globe is that which is rapidly taking
shape around the Pacific Qcean. More than five hun-
dred million people already live in the Pacific basin.

Stages of
Civilization
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2 The Awakening of China

The problem which confronts us is, What commerce,
what race, what language, what civilization, what
religion shall become dominant in the world neighbor-
hood gathering around the Pacific Ocean in the
twentieth century ?

The United States and China

In the problem of the twentieth century, the United
States and China bulk large—the United States
because of her long line of sea coast on the Pacific,
her high industrial and commercial development, her
enormous wealth, her energy, and the inevitable
increase of her population along the Pacific Coast.
The completion of the Panama Canal will put the
entire United States, including the Atlantic Coast,
three thousand miles necarer China than is Europe.
The Christian faith which we very imperfectly repre-
sent may nevertheless through us become dominant in
the Pacific basin.

China bulks large because she now has a popula-
tion of 437,000,000—three-fourths the people of the
Pacific basin—whose industry, energy, economy, perse-
verance, and fruitfulness make them the Anglo-
Saxons of the Orient. China sustains this immense
population wholly by farming and such crude manu-
facturing as can be carried on by hand. China is just
beginning to accept modern inventions and to intro-
duce modern machinery; and with far the largest and
toughest, most industrious and most economical labor-
ing class on our globe, an cra of vast industrial expan-
sionn is immediately before her. Moreover, China is
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The Awakening of China 3

now beginning to construct railroads and to open the
largest and finest coal and iron mines thus far known
to man. Baron Richtofen, after a labarious investi-
gation of many years, submitted to the German govern-
ment a three-volume report of the coal and iron
resources of China, showing that they are the finest
in the world. He found coal in fifteen of the eighteen
provinces examined by him; and in the province of
Shansi alone he reported enough coal to supply the
human race for several thousand years. Side by side
with these supplies of coal, Baron Richtofen found
vast supplies of iron ore. The German government was
so amazed by the Baron’s reports that an expert com-
mission was sent to China in 1897 to reéxamine his
data, and this commission fully verified Baron Rich-
tofen’s estimates. It was the discovery of these mar-
velous resources of China which led to the greedy
attempts of European powers to divide tlie empire—
attempts which led to the Boxcr uprising and which
were frustrated largely by the statesimanship of Secre-
tary Hay and the power of the United States. Surely
a population of 437,000,000 in a compact territory sus-
tained by agriculture alone is a phenomenon un-
matched by any other country on our globe.

If the United States had reached her present popu-
lation of eighty million by agriculture alone and had
not entered upon the use of machinery for manu-
facturing, and had not yet tonched her magnificent
coal and iron deposits, you can see the splendid growth
which would yet await us. Hence Dr. Arthur Smith
maintains that with reforestation, the adoption of

Marvelous
Rcsources
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4 The Awakening of China

scientific agriculture, the introduction of manufactur-
ing by machinery, and the exploitation of the mineral
resources of the empire, China can produce at least
twice as much as she is producing today. Dr. Ernst
Faber, one of the ablest authoritics on China, thinks
that the empire will double her present population.
I certainly hope the population in China will not
double, but I believe that China will easily double her
resources, when she resorts to the reforestation of her
hills and adds manufacturing and mining to her agri-
cultural industry. Besides, the Malay Archipelago is
occupied by a weaker race which disappears before
the Chinesc as the American Indians disappeared
before the white man. Hence C. H. Pearson esti-
mates that these islands with an area equal to half of
Europe can support two hundred million people in
addition to their present population and, with all recent
students of the Far East, believes that this new popu-
lation will be recruited largely from the overflow of
the Chinese empire. We may also anticipate an
expansion of the Chinese into the four new provinces
which have recently been added to the empire in
Manchuria and Turkestan, to the extent of another
one hundred million. We took our estimate of 437,
000,000 from that conservative English publication,
“The Statesman's Year Book.” Tf we supplement its
report based on the census of 1902, by the report of the
Imperial Customs service for 1905, we have a popula-
tion of 451,000,000. When we add to this the over-
flow of the Chinese into the Malay Archipelago in the
south and into Manchuria and Turkestan in the nortl,

——
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and add to this the increase in the empire itself which
the addition of mining and manufacturing will assure
them, we arc amazed at the problem that confronts
us; and we are forced to recognize that the Chinese
may not be second even to the people of the United
States in determining what commerce, language,
civilization, and religion shall become dominant in the
world neighborhood now gathering around the Pacific.
We have thus briefly stated the problem which con-
fronts western civilization at the opening of the
twentieth century.

My own conviction is clear that the United States
will dominate the civilization of this great nation, not
only on account of her geographical position, her
resources, and her energy; but also because the
Chinese themselves in breaking away from an ancient
civilization can readily be led to accept a western,
Christian, Protestant civilization. One can better
understand why the Chinese are turning to western
civilization by considering China’s deep and crying
needs.

Physical and Spiritual Needs of China

The horrible custom of foot binding appealed
most to my thoughts before visiting the empire; and
indeed this custom is more terrible than one can well
imagine. It begins when the girl is four or five years
old; it is a slow process of torture, continuing thirough
years until the foot is crushed out of shape; and during
the process, perhaps ten per cent of the victims die,
Think of 150,000,000 women suffering such torture
generation after generation! Dut as you visit China,

World
Neighbor-
hood

Needs
for the
Life that
Now Is
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you find that foot binding is only part of an entire sys-
tem of indescribable suffering and squalor, The fact
that although the Chinese first discovered the art of
printing, nevertheless only five per cent of the men and
but one woman in a thousand could read and write
when Protestantism was introduced into the empire,
and that a single newspaper, issued at irregular inter-
vals, with a circulation of perhaps five hundred copies
an issue, sufliced for four hundred million people for
centuries, is a sufficient demonstration of the mental
condition of the people. The fact that the Chinese
have not introduced machinery and make compara-
tively little use of amimals, largely digging up their
fields by hand and carrying all their burdens in boats
or wlheelbarrows or on their shoulders; the fact that
they live largely in houses built of mud, with dirt floors
and not a pane of window glass for onc house in a
thonsand ; the fact that great masses of the common
people are obliged to live on from two to four cents a
day; the almost universal prevalence of corruption in
the entire official life of the empire, and the terrible
nature and severity of the punishments inflicted for
crime—these and other facts convince the careful
observer of thie Chincse people of their terrible need
of the enlightening and ameliorating influences of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

But their spiritual needs are even deeper. Their
religion consists of a degrading belief in spirits, and of
aftempts to placate evil spirits. The Chinese believe
that cach person has thiree souls or spirits, and that
at death, one of these spirits goes to the other world
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to be judged according to the deeds done in the body ;
another spirit tarries at the grave near the body; and
the third spirit dwells in the ancestral tablet (a bit of
wood about a foot long, two inches wide and a quartcr
of an inch thick, upon which the name of the deceased
is painted) hung up in the home or in the ances-
tral hall. In case the survivors do not perform the
proper services at the graves and before the ancestral
tablets, these spirits are supposed to bring plagues,
diseases, drought, and other punishments upon the
family and the clan. Heuce one universal form of
religion in China, ancestral worship, consists of the
most degrading superstition with reference to placa-
ting the spirits of the dead. The whole religious life
of the Chinese is made up of spirit worship. Every
form of physical discase is attributed to some evil spirit
in the body, and the prevailing form of medical prac-
tice is to strive to drive out this evil spirit by ear-split-
ting noises, by the administration of nauseating drugs,
or by beating, cutting, bruising or burning the body.
Do yocu wonder that each hospital we have in China
has from ten to twenty thousand patients coming to
it each year for relief? The daughter of the governor
of Honan died in 1905, and ininediately the governor
ordered her favorite slave beaten to death in order
that the spirit of the slave might accompany his
daughter and miuister to her in the other world. The
viceroy of the two Kwang Provinces recently ordered
a noted criminal beheaded and openly drank his blood
in order that he might become possessed of his cour-
age. Even Li Hung Chang, the Bismarck of China,
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8 The Awakening of China

during a flood at Tientsin in 1894, when a reptile took
refuge in a temple, publicly knelt and worshiped the
snake as thc physical rcpresentative of the Great
Dragon. The fact that people, living upon from two
to four cents a day, will contribute from ten to twenty
per cent of their hard earnings to placate the spirits
is sufficient indication of the terrors to which the
Chinese are subjected through their superstitions.
Surcly no man of humanitarian instincts can {ravel
through the Chinese empire and witness the physical
sufferings, mental degradation, and spiritual super-
stitions of the people without feeling again and again
the appropriateness of Christ's last command: “Go ye,
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations.”

The Religious Awakening of China

Let me begin at the beginning so far as my own
work is concerned. While preaching my first sermon
to the Chinese at Foochow in 1904, I thought I saw
a spirit of conviction growing in many hearts, and an
impression came over me that I ought t{o invite the
people to the altar at the close of the service. I
recalled at once the conservatism of the Chinese,
remembered that at the very spot where I was preach-
ing missionaries worked ten vears before they could
persuade a single Clinaman to be baptized, that Doctor
Morrison, the first Protestant missionary in China,
had worked twenty-seven ycars to secure three con-
verts who hecause they were in his employ were called
“rice Christians.”” ] had not mentioned to the experi-
enced issionaries the possibility of inviting the

- eme— m
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Chinese to the altar, for before the service I had not
dreamed of it myself. But gradually above all my
doubts, the conviction grew so strong that at last I
ventured in a timid manner to invite men to the altar.
I cannot describe the next hour. Suffice it to say that
before the secrvices closcd some two hundred nien
were gathered around the altar and perhaps a hundred
women were kneeling in their section of the church—
all seeking either the pardon of their sins or the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. Since that first service, 1
have appealed to the Chinese between one hundred and
thirty and one hundred and fifty times, in churches, in
heathen temples, or on the streets for an immediate
decision for Christ, and in every single case have
had responses, varying in number from two or three
up to two hundred or more.

A deep and heart searching revival took place at
the Anglo-Chinese College, the Seminary for Women,
and the Girls’ School in Foochow in 1905. The
revival was charactcrized, as was the Wales Revival,
by personal confession of sins and personal pleading,
sometimes of fifty or a hundred persons at a time, for
forgiveness. The Rev. George W. Verity writes that
at the revival at Taian last winter, “enough sins were
confessed to sink an empire.” Not only were these
revivals characterized by deep contrition and by the
confession of sin, but they were marked by remarkable
consecration. The revival at Hinghua, in the Hinghua
Conference, the revivals in Central China and West
China, and the revival at Changli and other places in
the North China Confercnce last winter bore these
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10 The Awakening of China

distinctive characteristics, The same was true of the
revivals in the Mlethodist Church Soutly, and in other
Missions throughout the empire. At Peking Univer-
sity, the revivals of the last two winters have resulted
in one huudred and twenty-five young men on their
own initiative organizing themselves into the first
Student Volunteer band in the cinpire and consecrating
their lives to the redemption of China. This is the
most hopeful sign of sclf propagation of the faith in
China which the Christian church has thus far wit-
nessed. 1 do not think that there has been another
recent revival at any single point in America or in
Christendom hich has swept one hundred and
twenty-five men mto the ministry.

On first meeting the missionaries of our five con-
ferences in China and hearing reports of progress and
of possibilities, T asked the following question: “Pro-
vided the Church at home could double your number
and double the appropriations for schools, hospitals
and colleges, do you believe that you could win as
many more Chinese for Christ during the next four
ycars as you now have at the end of fifty-seven years
of labor in the empire? In every Conference, the
answer was unanimously in the affirmative. Scveral
of the missionaries said, “IWe can enroll within a year
as many probationers as we now have members if we
are willing to take the risk of baptizing scekers hefore
we can give them proper instruction or furnish them
Chinese preachers.” In the Fukien Province recently
the clders of a city of four or five thousand people
offered us their temple for a schiool and for Christian
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services, and asked for the baptism of the entire popula-
tion. Our missionaries declined to baptize them, as
they are dcclining to baptize thousands of others,
because we cannot furnish them Christian ministers
and teachers, and baptism without instruction in the
new faith would prove a mere superstitious rite.

Doctor Griffith John celebrated the fiftieth anniver-
sary of his work in China in 1905. His judgment is
so highly esteemed in England that the London Times
sends its able correspondent, Mr. Morrison, to inter-
view him two or three times a year, and it gives his
opinions the widest publicity in its colwnns and the
heartiest endorsement on its editorial page. Doctor
John said recently: “The change which has come over
China since the Boxer uprising is nothing less than a
revolution. Indeed, had this change been character-
ized by the bloodshed which has taken place in Russia
or by the excesses of the French Revolution, the eyes
of the world today would be, not upon Japan or
Russia, but upon China. Tt is only because thiec change
has been so quiet that it has escaped the attention of
the gencral public.” Doctor John adds that his great-
est anxiety is not over the awakening of China, but
over the awakening of the churches in England and
America to the opportunities which now confront
them. He also makes the sigmificant statement that
the church which appreciates the crisis that is now
upon us in China and pours men and money into the
empire most freely will enroll inquirers by tens of
thousands and become the leader of Chinese Chris-
tianity for all time to come.
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12 The Awakening of China

Causes of the Awakening

That the attitude hercin depicted denotes a marked
change in the Chinese, everyone familiar with the
history of the empire will recognize. The war of
China with Japan in 1804-1895 and the easy victory
of the Japanese stirred the empire but scarcely
awakened her. The tour of Li Hung Chang around
the world, the influence of foreign trade and foreign
traders in China, the siezure of Chinesc territory by
forcign powers, the Boxer uprising of 1900, and the
triumph of Japan over Russia in 1905, hhave aroused
the nation to new life. Above all, the lofty tcaching
and self-sacrificing lives of missionaries for a hundred
years, the transformed lives of converts and the heroic
death during the Boxer uprising of ten thousand
Protestant Christians who chose martyrdom rather
than deny the Chirist, are the chief causes of the favor-
able attitude of the Chinese toward Christianity at the
present time.

The Chinese received their first revelation of the
power and the self-restraint which Christ has brought
to Christian nations through the Boxer uprising. In
the Taiping rebellion of 1851-1805 the chief object
of the rebels was the capture of the capital. But
although the struggle lasted fourteen years and cost
twenty million lives, Deking was not captured and the
movement failed. It seemed incredible to the Chinesc
authoritics, therefore, that a mere handful of foreigners
should march from Tientsin to Peking in a few days
and capture that great walled city on the day of their
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arrival,  This manifestation of the power of the
forcigners was a revelation to them.

Again, it is the custom of the Chinese to conduct
war ruthlessly. When cities were captured in the
Taiping rebellion, either by rebels or by government
troops, the palaces were looted, all the houses burned,
and the people outraged and slaughtered with horrible
mutilations. This ruthless destruction of human life
together with famine and plague accounts for the loss
of twenty million people during the rebellion. The
Chinese expected similar slaughter to follow the cap-
ture of Peking in 19oo. Hence, a Chinese family of
thirteen, learning that the soldiers had entered the
city, hastily gathered their furniture and treasures
into the middle of the house, set fire to their property,
and commanded the servants to dig a grave in the yard
with the utmost speed. Expecting the soldiers at any
moment, the thirteen members of the family huddled
together in the grave and called upon the servants to
bury them alive. The members of this household and
hundreds of others were thus driven to suicide and tens
of thousands to exile by their dread of foreign capture.
Hence wlhen the Allied Troops almost universally pre-
served the lives and the property of the Pekingese, the
Chinesc were as much amazed at the mercy as at the
power of the Christian nations. They argued with
reason that Western peoples are no better by nature
than themsclves, and that our power and our humanity
were due to our science and our religion.

The third cause of the awakening of China is
Christianity and especially the display of Christian
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14 The Awakening of China

heroism by the Chinese martyrs. Nen frequently ask
me as to the cffeet of the gospel upon the Chinese. In
a word, it has the same effect upon the Chinese as upon
any other people to whom it is presented. The power
of Christ to save the Chinaman depends upon the com-
pleteness of the Chinaman’s surrender to the Mlaster
and the fullness of his reception of the Holy Spirit. In
general I think we may say that the young people in
China make a much greater surrender in order to
accept Christ than do young people in America. They
must break with ancestor worship and refuse to con-
tribute to the support of the idols, and this brings wpon
them the opposition, and often the persecution of their
families, provided their families are not Christians,
and the opposition and persecution of the clan to which
they belong, embracing the larger part of the com-
munity in which they live. Hence, upon the whole,
the decision to become a Christian costs a greater
effort and is less frequently abandoned in China than
in America. In every Conference which our church
has in China—the Foochow, Hinghua, North China,
Central China and West China-—we have several cases
of young men entering the ministry at from one half
to onc tenth the salaries which they were offered to
enter upon business carcers. Surely herc is a reason-
able test of sclf-sacrifice upon the part of our Chinese
ministers. At the outbreak of the Boxer uprising,
the Chinese Christians warned the missionaries and
repeated their warning so carnestly that every single
missionary of our church escaped to Tientsin or
Peking and was saved alive. Upon the conirary, the
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Chinese who remained behind bore the brunt of the
persccution, The Boxer uprising broke out almost
immediately following the close of our North China
Conference. Omne of our most faithful pastors,
Brother Ch’en, had hastened back to his church to
resume his pastoral labors. He and his family were
caught by the Boxers, and one by one, the father, the
mother, the son, and two daughters were offered the
privilege of recanting and renouncing Jesus, and upon
their refusal were put to death. At the 1905 session of
the North China Conference, one of their surviving
sons, who was saved by being in school at Peking
at the time of the uprising, and who was in 1904
the pastor of our excellent Asbury Church in Peking,
the Icading church in the Conference, begged me to
send him from Peking to the old church where his
father and mother and brother and sisters were killed
in order that he might preach the gospel to those who
lhad murdered his parents; and I complied with his
request. At Tsunhua, sixty or seventy miles north-
cast of Peking, the Boxers broke into our compound
in less than half an hour after our missionaries had
escaped, and immediately set the buildings on fire,
They caught our Chinese pastor and chained him to
a stone lion in the temple area, where he was sur-
rounded by friends all night long, begging him to
renounce the Jesus. All night long he replied that he
could not deny the Christ who had saved him, and he
preached Jesus as a personal Saviour to the crowds
surrounding him. Toward daylight the crowd in-
creased to four or five thousand, and in a mad rush,
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the Methodist preacher’s heart was literally torn from
his body before he ceased to breathe. Others in Tsun-
hua did not fare so well. Two Chinese teachers in our
girls’ school were caught and begged to recant. They
steadfastly refused, and at Jast the Boxers with an old
axe slowly chopped off the feet of one of them and
then killed her with a sword. The other they wrapped
in cotton, poured kerosene oil over her, set her on fire
and burned her alive. Nor did the Boxers rest with the
leaders. One hundred and sixty-three men and women
at Tsunhua suffered martyrdom rather than deny the
faith. And so ten thousand Protestant Christians wit-
nessed a good confession and their names are high on
God’s bead roll of the saints with the names of Peter
and Paul and Stephen and the noble band that suf-
dered martyrdom in the Roman Empire, whose blood
proved to be the seed of the church. Surely no one
acquainted with the history of the Boxer uprising in
China will ever again hurl at the Chinese the epithet
“rice Christians.”

The revelation which the Boxer uprising afforded
(1) of the power of Christian nations, (2) of their
humanity, and (3) of the heroism of Christian martyrs
accounts for the favorable attitude of the Chinese
today toward the gospel of Jesus Christ.

General Awakening of the Empire

But does not the Boxer uprising and especially the
unrest which characterizes China, make missionary
work unsafe and unfruitful? There is indeed unrest in
China, and missionary work may be attended with some
degree of risk to the missionaries. But the Lienchou,
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Shanghai, and Nanchang riots, were, each, due to a
local cause, while the boycott of American goods was
due to the guilds, stimulated by the modern news-
papers of China, and its striking success furnishes an
indication of the awakening of the empire.

China’s present unrest is no more a recrudescence
of Boxerism than the revolution now taking place in
Russia is a fresh manifestation of the old-time auto-
cratic tyranny, suppressing free speech and freedom
of conscience in the Russian Empire. The Boxer
movement was in the hands of old men; the present
unrest in China is fomented by young men. Boxerism
was exceedingly loyal to the existing dynasty; the
present movement is critical, sometimes hostile, to the
reigning dynasty. Boxerism was an attempt to push
Europeans and Americans out of China and leave
China undisturbed in her civilization three thousand
years old; the present movement is an attempt fo
modify the existing civilization and bring China out
as a modern nation.

The most striking fact in modern history is the
awakening of China during the last five years. Dr.
Arthur Smitl said before a body of missionaries in
1go5 that China had made more progress in the pre-
ceding five years than any other nation upon the face
of the globe. He did not mean that China had ad-
vanced her output of coal and iron or had constructed
more miles of railroad than the United States but he
meant that China had made a far more profound
change in her attitude toward modern civilization than
had the United States or Japan or any other nation in
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the world during the same period. A few days after
Dr. Smith’s address, 1 asked Sir Robert Hart, the ablest
Englishman in China, if he accepted Dr. Smith’s view.
He replied: “It is substantially correct. Let me put
the matter in my own language. During the first
forty-five years of my residence in China the empire
seeted to be, so far as the influence of foreign nations
was concerned, a closed room without a breath of air
from the outside world reaching us. I could not see
that the Chinese were in the least conscious that any
other nation npon the face of the globe existed. Upon
the contrary, during the last five years, every door and
window has been opened and the breezes from all
parts of the earth have been blowing through China.
We may cxpect occasional thunder storms and pos-
sibly even typhoons may sweep the empire; but China
will never again go back to the condition which she
occupied before the Boxer uprising.” On another
occasion Sir Robert Hart wrote in substance that
China’s only hope in the present crisis is such a revival
of Christianity among western nations as shall lead
them to evangelize the empire,

In proof of these statenients by Dr, Smith and Sir
Robert Hart is the fact that five years ago there were
from one to two hundred post offices for 2il China;
now there are seventeen hundred post offices. Another
indication is the fact that there were three newspapers
published in Tientsin four vears ago, whereas there are
twenty-one newspapers in that city today. In Peking
ten daily papers are published, among them one daily
paper for women. This marvelous increase of news-
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paper circulation is characteristic of all leading cities of
the empire,

A yet more spectacular change is the edict of the
Empress Dowager that while all present gradu-
ates of the old system of examinations shall remain
eligible for office, the future officials of the empire must
be chosen from men familiar with Western learning.
Thus the Dowager Empress in 1900 issues the identi-
cal decrce which the young LEmperor issued in 1393
and which was one of the causes of the Boxer uprising.
A more far-reaching indication of progress than this
recent decree of the Dowager Empress is the fact that
Yuan Shih Kai, the most energetic and progressive
viceroy in the empirc, has established over five thou-
sand schools in a single province within recent yecars,
into which he is endeavoring to introduce the Western
learning. This is but an indication of the educa-
tional reform which is sweeping the empire. Some
15,000 Chinese students went to Tokyo, Japan, during
1006 in order to master the Western learning.
The Young Men's Christian Association sent to Tokyo
the Rev. Burton St. John, one of our China mission-
aries, and several English-speaking Chinese Christians,
to establish headquarters among the Chinese, and to
afford these young men who are away from home an
opportunity to learn English and to accept Christianity
along with the Western learning. Indeed among all
progressive Chinese students the demand for English
is as great as the desire for Western learning. Possibly
God is not going to wait for the missionaries single-
handed to transform this great empire. Just as the
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Greek language, adopted by Alexander, transformed
the civilization of Wesiern Asia, just as the Latin
language, accepted by the Northern conquerors, car-
ried Latin Christianity and Roman civilization over
Europe, so the English language may carry Protestant
Christianitv over the Chinese empire.

Since writing the above, word has come from China
that Chang Chih Tung, the viceroy of the Hupeh and
Hunan Provinces, has issued a decree proclaiming that
the permanence of Chinese civilization is due to the
fact that the education of her official class has been
based upon the Confucian classics for over 2,000 years.
He recognizes, however, that \Western nations dis-
played some strange power in capturing Peking, and
strange self-restraint in not looting and destroying the
city, which the Chinese (o not exercise or possess. This
is not, in his judgment, due to any inherent superiority
of Western peoples, but to the fact that they have
some source of enlightenment and strength which the
Chinese do not yet possess. Ile attributes this superi-
ority of Western civilization to the Bible ; and he there-
fore issucs a decree that among the 58,000,000 peo-
ple over whom he rules, the New Testament henceforth
shall be taught side by side with the Confucian classics.
When before has a lhieathen ruler issued a decree that
the New Testament shall be taught by heathen teachers
among 58,000,000 heathen people? Dut even surpass-
ing this enlightened proclamation is the imperial
decrec recently issued advising the observance of the
Christian Sabbath by the 437,000.000 Chinese. The
decree at present can only prove a dead letter. DBut no

FA
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similar decrees have been issued since the days when
Constantine adopted Christianity as the religion of the
Roman Empire.

The Opportunity

We must expect reactions in China—such reactions
as follow rapid advances in all other countries. The
conscrvatives never die, and least of all will the conser-
vatives of that conservative empire disappear forever.
But whatever reactions come, China can never sink
back into her former lethargy. She is today where
Japan was thirty years ago. She is emerging into
modern civilization. The awakening of China means
in a word that one half of all that is left of the
heathen world, and that by far the stronger half, is
now open to the Gospel. It is for the churches of
America and Europe to say whether this civilization
shall be cast in Christian or materialistic molds.

Considering the problem which confronts us as to
the civilization and the religion of the Pacific Basin,
the deep and trying needs of the Chinese, the religious
awakening which has come to many, the character of
Chinese Christians, and the strange general awaken-
ing of the empire, the opportunity which confronts the
Christian Church in China today is unmatched by any
opportunity which has confronted Christendom since
the days of the Reformation, if not indeed since the
days when the Master trod the carth.
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