BISHOP LAURESS J. BIRNEY




w,

W, neld

Roard of Poreign Missions

Methodist Epiecope) Church

180 Fi{fth avenue, New York City..,.....

BISBHOY LAURESS J. BIRNEY

o Bishonp &Sﬁzé;::ﬁ?ﬁLéiiﬁzi, rezident hishop of the Shanghsi

Area o1 the Methodist Episconsl Church hes-been—in-Ohims aince hims
election to the eplacopraey in 1980, Under his'genaral dirsction
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16,00U oupile; 14C churches snd ¢ hout £0C d=y schocls of all gradee.
Frior to hiv elsction 28 bishop of the churceh, .r. Birney
wag Deen of Sozton Universiiy oschool of Theology for nine years and
wee considered ome of the leucers o1 the denomi: tion throuphont New
England.
Bishop 3irney wes bvorn in Demmison, Ohlo, on Septemier 11,
1571. He received his educution in iLclo College .ud inm Hoston
University 8chool of Theology. In hieg early ministry he served pas-
torates in Plainfield, Ohie; South Walpole, Muea; Yark Avenue Church,
in Worcester, Muss.; Hyde Park, Mase.; Newton Centar, “ams.: rnd
Molden, Mase. Scio College and Wesleysn Univerrity save him honorary

degreen of Nortor of "ivinity.
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Birhop L. J. ‘irney of :h: nghal, “hina, Tormarl; desn of ‘pston
Univerrity nchool of Theolory 4111 nLrosdonst » talk on "New laye in
014 China” from “sdlo Stetlom _EI  ‘oston, on ! unday fternoon, Muy
SO irom & 15 40 5:40 p.m.

J1shop "irney hes hean resident i.ichoy of the ‘henghpl ires of
the Mothodlst “niscopal Church since his slection ‘o 1he epir.opeoy in
1920. Under hi: ganersl Girection in this crarc ithere nre 94 mieslon ries
from Amerioa, nnd & Chrirtien commnity o7 rhout 8,000 Chinese: there
are 2546 'unday sochools with 16,000 nupile; 140 churches and wiout 200
day schooles of ¢11 prades.

Prior to his election ~«8 Limhop of the chwrch, Dr. “irney was
Dean of llomton University School of Theolory for nine yeurs snd wes cone-
gldered one of the lesders 0f the ¢emomin-tion t hr.urhout New ‘s lond.

2ishop =irney wae born in Jemison, Ohio, on :.ent mler 11, 1&71.
He received hir education in seio "0llege #n¢ in Sorton Unlversi ty
Yohool of "heolomy. 1In his early ministry he served pretorates in
Pleinfield, Ohio; : outh £1n0le, Hams; rark . venue ¢hurch, in orcerter,
Hags.; Hyca .:rk, dupe.; Jewton “enter, Mape.; ' né Mnlcien, Kess. :Hcio
College enc “epleyen Univerrity rsve him honorury desrees of .1oclor
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Bishop Birney at the Lacy Funerals

R. WILLIAM H., LACY and Mrs. Lacy died in

Cluna withm a few davs of cach other and it

fell to Bishop L. J. Birney to speak at both
funerals, On Aug. 29, speaking at the serviees for
“Mother Lacy.™ he said in part:

“Now again the world has changed; changed for the
home that Mother Lacy loved and of which she was the
queens changed for the whole set of conditions and rela-
tions affeeted by her franslation, changed for those for
whom and with whom she wrought in daily service.  But
God has not changed at all!  The God she knew and
worshiped s precisely the same God as in the hour of
her erowning human experience of happiness or love. In
that great faith she lived and in that same great faith we
meet today this sudden surprise and grief when we find
her not here to resume her wonted ministries of love and
serviee,

“The inalienable security of human life in the service
of a God whose nature is seen in Jesus, Is another of
life's divine certainties. In a world like our world, with
a God hke our God, the human ~oul that trusts Him is
inviolably sceure,  Vicissitudes that have shattered the
faith of millions may break every human tie, blast cevery
human plan, leave us nothing but precious memories the
loveliest experienees of the past, and do any other crucl
thing that brings us down to the sackeloth and ashes
of Job, God’s great ancient saint—but God’s child is safc.

“Touch not his hife,” was God’s warning to Job’s arch
cnemy. “No harm from Him can come to me on ocean
or on ~shore.”™  To me! Ohy not to this crumbling flesh;
but to me, a spivit in the image of God. For we are
spirit and God i~ spirit and to that world of spirit, not
to this world of ~tuff and things. do we belong. Tt i< of
that world of <pirit that the poet continues trinnphantly

to sin;_l; -
I hkinow not where Hio islands lift
heir fronded palme an air,
L omiy know } ocannet deiff
Bevond Fhais Tove amd care,

Hewho lives with that world of the spirit as s supreme
allegiance is forever safe, whatever human wines may
blow,

e tloed greal cortainty for human hfe in a chang-
g world iv the hrimnphat powor of Hhe ungadoss Gad,
who is love. To make the whole of human CXprericnes
in the obedient Life to achiove the ultimate ends of onr
himan existenee- That mahes hfe not less than sublime.
The saprome ond of all owr human dife v a charaeter
which attains the hkheness and achieves the will of God.
To the soul that Hives and movis and has its being, not
e the world of lesh and things, but in the world of spirit,
the whole swoop and compit~~ of human experenec the
fears and the Jaughter, the toil and the plavtimes, the
partings and the grectings, are caught up in the power
of cncternal Tove and transformed into the supreme end
and amr of all our living.,  God defeated?  Never - —unless
we defeat Hime In the soul that obevs and Hves in the
spaert God alway s attaams s ends,

“But there was another fact about Mother Lacy which
onght to stand out today and always in our thought of
her with undimmed strength and beanty. Tt was her
faithfulness to the things <he was given to do—the task
or duty which she believed was hers,  Here again I ask
of vou who knew her best—was it not even so® In all
the many activities to which she gave herself-—and they
were many  and varied indeed—<he neglected not nor
Among these nnmistries were two of
One of them was to

shirked her part,
which I had constant knowledge,
nicet the steamers and the trains as they came and went
with missionaries and others whom she might help and
send on their way rejoicing, and have we not scen her
waiting at the cheerless jetty in heat of summer or chill
of winter, day or night, to fulfill her task. Another was
to buy and send by every way or means every kind of
mortal thing for those who needed and could not secure.
And many of you have seen that little room of hers, pached
with every kind of thing that human need might send
for, dredged up as pearls from the ¢bbing and flowing tide
of this great city’s marts by her minute and tireless
are, to send somewhere.  And those of us who have had
the sacramental privilege of carrying hither and von that
precious medley of freight for human need, have felt
the beauty and the humanness of that faithful service.
I have found myself marveling again and again at her
capacity to carry uncenfused in her mind the multitude
of things to be accomplished, forgetting none.  And we
all knew well, when the sad word arrived, what was at
least one of the reasons why the end had come.  The
steady drain upon her st rength by undiminished tasks had
left her undefended against disease when it came.
“Where are those countless serviees?  What has the
Almighty God, in the order of His spiritual providence,
to do with these innumerable things Iis children have
to do that seem ~o small and sccular and insignificant in
themselves, but which make up o much of life*  Hear
Not one of them is forgotten or lost in the divine
of God. Tn a spiritual world like ours, where

ne,
t‘e'(illl)l]]_\

not even a cup of cold water is forgotten, nothing can
he Tost. AL of hife’s slightest mimnistries are catwtght up

by a slumberless love and power and made like all other
himan r'\'pm'it‘m'c--.. to aehieve the supreme end of  all
our human existenee, in that loves His law.
He il and foravermore, as at the miracle on the Gahilean
hillside, gathers up the fragments that nothing be lost,
I onee know an old Southern melody, all of which T have
It seemed to

every hifi

forgotten eveept a ~titteh of the choris,
be the meditation of an old Christian <lave, as the end
drow near, \ingin;_{

(L T wish 1T had targofton

How I used to hee the cotton,

On the old Virginia ~hore

But the Lord has not forrolien

How T u~ed to hoe the eotton,
On the old Virginia «<here

“Thongh there be no single point of contact, exeept
i common fath o God, between a forgotten humble




toder in an unhnown riee Held long ago and far away,
and her whom we mourn today, whose life constuntly
touched and shared the greater currents of our modern
day, yet a life of faithfulness to simplest as well as
greatest dutics, such as Mother Lacy’s, hits and glorties
the simple faith of that huble and forgotten toiler and
of all God’s workers, into a very noble meanmg, aye, into
a kind of vital and invineible ereed by which the world
can daily toil and triumph.

“Yes, Mother Lacy, we hail vou there today among
the flowers as one among the erowned. You have been
faithful unto death: vou have fonght a good fight: you
did not shirk, vou tinished the course: and God touched
vour crown into which the uilver was ereepmg and turned
it into a crown of gold. for yvour cternal ife. You hept
the spirit of youth, aye, the heart of a girli on mto the
vears, straight ap to the end yonder on the lltop where
it was not far to God. You have given yourself un-
stintedly to those outside your homed but you were first
of all & wife and mother. You have given a whole family
to Christ and Christian
familv'to the redemption of another preople in the spint
of Christ. 'There could be no other witness so great as
that to the kind of home vou made. You have left not
onc but many places vacant, and tomorrow and tomorrow
we will hear upon the lips of many, spoken in affection
and regret, the name by which we all know you, for you

were Mother to us all.”

“Sad and Beautiful @

Seven days later the same Bishop stood by “Father
Lacy’>” bier and spohe the rest of the culogy on these
two lovely and undivided lives:

“Sad indeed, and beautiful!
puerience like this can be hothy on the same hps and m

service- Ve, more o whole

And the fact that an ex-
the same heart, has a profound sigmificanee, It means
that we are met together today m our new and decpened
sense of loss and grief, under the power of the only fath
in the world that can reconale and harmonize Hife's ever-
recurring extremes of sorrow and of joy. and make of our
puzzling human Life and expervience a0 consistent whole,
See how
through the whole historie sweep of revelation, enabling
all true seckers after God to <ay to Lhfe’s hardest hours,
*sad, and beautiful.® It was deep an the heart of th
ancient simger--Fhe valley of the shadow  -but T shaldl
H rises from the ash heap glortfied by

life’s sharp contacts are vinadly v\pn--wcl

tear no evil?
faith, *‘Worms destroy this bodyv- but without my flesh
~shall T see God.? 'Fhe prophet simges it to a stricken people,
“Walkest through the fire  thou <halt not be burned’:
“ihl‘mlgh the Hle-_\ <hall overtlon  thed!”
Jesus, Taith's divine dynanne whenee hfe's transtorma-

FIVETS not
tions come, ~et it i the heart of all s teaching  “In
the world, tribulation I overcome  the world”
“Fhough he were dead  <hall never die)” “Now
ful - shall be turned into jox.”  Paul catehes the trium
phant strain and <t the world to ~inging major musie,
“T'his mortal— shall put onimmortality.” *This corruption

-hall put ‘Death--swallowed up
in victory”  *Shall tribulation, distress, peril, separate us
from God®---in all these more than conquerors through
Chyist®
ward man perish—inward man renewed.”

Ila'l\i'

SOTTOW-

on incorruption,’

“I'roubled on every side—mnot distressed.” “Out-
‘Light afflic-
excecdingly ‘M
if long in them that the power of Christ

tions cternal  weight  of  glory”
infirmities
shall rest upon me

“It is this transcendent power of our Cheistian faith

THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCANTE
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to give beauly for ashes  distill the ol of joy from
mourning, turn the sackeloth of heaviness into garments
of praise -that will ultimately defy any anti-Christian
movement in this or any land to keep that faith from
the hearts of men. More than subtleties of argument,
more than strength of its philosophy, more than truth of
its theologv. will living power to transpose our human
life and experience from the mmor to the major key, be
the vital foree that will one day put the Christian faith
above every fasth and His nane above every name.  In
the hight of that power we meet this or any other grief
or loss and see 1t clearly, face it frankly, feel it deeply,
camoiflage 1t not and know how real a thing it s, For
who must deny that pain i~ real and say that suffering i~
but mortal crror, in order to eseape it, shatters the moral
imtegrity of the only capacity by which reality is dis-
cerned. Fhe sorrow of these human partings is real
mdecd. as any normal soul well knows who has histened
for a voice that is stilly but the faith that was i Father
Lacy's heart can set aflame the lnmps of glory around
the silent tomb of any man whose heart that faith illumes.

.. And that faith was the faith by which he Ined.  In
no emotional way was 1t manmfest, He was not emo-
tional, though he had deep emotions. .. In no obtrusive
way was it expressed, though it was always ready for
expression. It was the quict controlling conviction of
his life that gathered up the day’s work and the whole
of life and carried them into direct relation to the con-
quering God. It was that faith that led him nearly fifty
vears ago up to the great dedication of hfe for Christian
It was that faith that more than forty vears
ago led hun,. .. cAbraham of old, to go out to a strange
land, scemg the beckoning hand of Him who is invisible,
It wa~ that faith that has kept him strong and steady

h(‘!‘\'i(‘(‘.

through these twoscore years of constant service,

“I pay tribute to him as one who held through all his
bhusy life the warmth and vigor of his loyalty to Christ,
who knew what first things were and hept them first;
who never sutfered the details of task or business to
~simother the breathing soul of his faith,

“I payv tribute to him as one who was the soul of ac-
curacy, of ordery of promptiess in the conducet of affairs,
It was the recognition of that capacity in him which
made him the almost inevitable choiee of any group with
whom he mct for the consceutive transaction of business,
to heep thenr vecords teae, In this T have never known
hi~ superior.  Where he was mentor, details were not
forgotten nor could they be slurred over. This it was,
with other qualitics, that made him the guiding spirit
of two of the most important and conprehensive organi-
sations 1 the Methodisin of China,

“I pav tmbute to him as human in his sympathices,
loving those human qualities and ways, sharing those
human intimacies of friendship that kept him close to
life, as it is today  ~straught up to the end.

“I pay tribute to him as one who loved God’s beautiful
world, its trees and Howers, the soul in which they grew.
and for his needed exereise found jov in turning his en-
vironment into a bower of beauty till every shrub and
Hower about our mission homes speaks eloguently  of
him,

“I pay tribute to him as a strajghtforward unevading
follower of Jesus, in husiness and in pleasure, in chureh
and home--in every relation of life.

“And in Christ™s name T echo the word in all your
hearts, *Well done, good and faathful, enter thou into the
Jjoy of thy Lord. ™




™o CHINESE LEADERS

When the North (‘hina Conference was in session, Bishop Birney
vistted the camp of General Feng. He made an address fo the soldiers
In reply, General Feng, who had been apprised of the fact that the
day (Sept. 11) was the fifty-sccond anniversary of the Bishop’s birth,
offercd him graceful congratulations. In the picture the General
stands at salute by the Bishop’s side.  General Feng is a lay delegate
to the General Conference which mects al Springficld, Mass., next May.
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understood and beng enthusiastieatiy promoted. 1t the
pastor were to be cut off from the Advoeate subseription
ikt he would quickly drop to a loeal and provineial atmos-
phere, He knows what it means to him when his Advocate
docsn’t come. Has he ever thought that to probably
thive out of four people m his church the Advocate
re or comes amd never will unless he starts 1t,

‘'his vear the Advecate-minded pastors are to have
all the help they want §n starting new subseriptions. " A
post card to the Circulation Department will tap the
sopplv. More than 600 pastors have already giveh this
token of their intention fo take hold this year and make
up for the time which was lost Tast vear through concen-
Iration of interest in the: Centenary emergency.  Last
vear there was practieally no “Good Literature Day.”
This calls for double effort now.

General Conference is jusf around the corner. Never
so many great and vital quesions were under discussion.
Nowhere ean a Methodist g&t such a elose-up view of
what his fellow charelmen ave ghinking, sayving and doing
as by reading Tue Churisrax i\m(m viov for 1924,

Advoecate subseriptions (-mmt casier now than at any
other fime m the quadvenniomd A General Conference,
that promises to be epoch-making, is just ahead (May 1,
1924). ‘P Cinosrax Anvocadr will have the fullest
prefiminary disenssion, and the ngost comprehensive and
aceurate news report. Faery Methodist will want to
know what is going on. Subseriptions entered now at
$2.50 run until December 31, 1924




Bishop Lauress J. Birney

Bishop Lauress J. Birney died in Pasadena,
C'ul,, May 10, after a long illness. He strug-
aled, as perhaps few men have done, to over-
come a8 pulmanary weakness, which sent him
to Avizona in 1925, to Japan in 1926, and
the next year to Switzerland. In Mareh,
1631, while en romte from Switzerland to
Shanghai, bhe lLad a4 stiohe which detalned
him in Hongkong for three months. While
there he wrote a Ietier to his “Yangtze Folks
Beloved We quote & paragraph taken from
The China Christian Advocate, which shows
the inten<ity of his love for China and his
cugerne=s 1o retuin there, He wroie:

“What & meaning that word ‘Yangtze’ hac ac-
quired for me in these eleven beautiful years!
What a transformation since early school days
when my teachers taught me to call it the ‘Yangte-
see Kai-ang River!” Then it meant nothing but
a river somewhere in & country of nueer peonle
where I didn’t want to go. And today! It is

crowded full of many of the richest and most re-
warding memories, experiences, friendships, and

Bishop L. J. Birney

»

tasks that life treasures most. The ‘queer people
have lost their gueerness, which they never had,
to God, and among them are the choicest spirits.
And there's where T do want to go more than any
other place in the world, not even California or
Roston excepted. Dear Yangtze folka! Nothing
muddy anbout that stream of association. It's as
crystal clear as a New FEnrland brook, Buat like
the real Yangtze it does bring down continunus de-
posits from the upper country that perpetually cn-
rich today and tomorrow.”

Lamess John Birpey wos bon Seplemls oy
11, 1871. at Dennien, Ohio, the <on of 2
farmer, Nebson Lovw, and his wife, Iaorietd
Ann Buner, His ealv anceslars came from
Seothind. T veeeived his cdioation of Saio
Collrae €A T3, 1R9D), now Mount T'nion and
Bo~ton I'niv ety Behool of Theology (8T H
1899). The honorary degree of Doctor m
Divimly was coniened upon hun by Mount
Union, Weslevan, and Yole Univer-ibies, and
the dectee ol Docton ol ] s by Chattanong
Univer~ityv,  He ~onvad o voslonade in Ohio
o PhanGo WD asdd o Now Dnelasd o Soath
Walpol ;o Pl Avenne, Worecter: Hude
ok, Newton Ceontor, and Conteo Clindl,
Malden, He ~crved with disting flon a~ dean
of Boston Unneraty Schonal of Fheology
from 1011 netd e wos aleetad to the e
copaey m 1020 and appomted to shehna
AH‘.!. Il(‘ Wi~ .t de e 2ale {a the (oo !,i] ('lnl—
fertence i 1012 and 191G, In 1932, thoneh
I twc e vears feomy e pefnement aee,
hi~ brohen hedih vvde e scny s pogued
for the retited veladion

ITr iv ~urvived b his Tathfol wife, Lanm
Close Bihiney. who was Ins con-tanl com-
panion over 10ad- that hoe bheen pleasmt
and thore that were hard, and his daughier,
Dorothy Geuc, of New Yok City,

C.0 . Moy 20 )3?




paid a nominal sum for admijesion to the <rs-
rions. .

Thipking of “Christian Youth Building
New World.” the 'young people selected as
their theme, “Youth and the New Church.”
An outline of the devElbphienicdl this theme
is indicated by the addresses: “Forward
Through the Ages.” by Proi. Reland H. Dain-
ton. of Yale Univerity; “The Church in
These Times.” by Dr. L. O. Hartman, editor
of Zionw's Herald; “The Church We Need.”
by Prof. Halford E. Luccock, of Yale Divinity
School; and “Youth in the Church,” by the
Rev. William H. Stewart, pastor of the Ches-
ter Hill Methodist Episcopal Church of
Mount Vernon. The Rev, Lester Ward Au-
man, the dean of the conference, gave the
closing summary and conducted the com-
munion service in which more than five hun-
dred participated.

The Wesley plavers of First Church, New
Haven. presented “The Unlighted Cross” A
panel discussion, “Youth Louks at the
Churceh,” wus held on Sunday morning with
Ellen Lund as chairman, with Mary Lanc,
Fred Letson, Ruth Pardee, and Robert Shaw,
participaling.

The conference was divided into cighteen
quest-action groups, according to ages. Each
group kept a record of its findings, which
were combined in a report and presented and
adopted on Sunday morning. This report
listed some of the shortcomings of the church.
and also the good within the church, and
made defimte suggestions for youth action in
making a better church. In order to facili-
tate follow-up work and better conserve the
results of the conference, it was voted to hold
the Youth Conference of 1938 m the early
fall. The following officers were clected for
the ensuing year:

President, Miss Elcanor Ericson, of Norwalk,
Conn.: vice-presidents, Roy Echardt for Brooklyn
South Distriet, Charlea Saum for Breoklyn North
District, Philip VanKirk for New York District,
and Miss Ruth Huff for New Haven District; sec-
vetary, Miss Luella Chapman, of Fatchogue; treas-
urer, Miss Gertrude Child, of Jamaica; national
councilman, Robert Shaw, of Rockville Centre.

The group leaders and resource men were as fol-
lows: the Rev. Wiiliam H. Alderson, the Rev. John
D. Atkins. Miss lLois Beach, the Rev Theodore G.
Robilin, the Rew. Paul DuBaois, the Rev. Wesley H.
Hager, Prof. Samucl L. Hamilton, the Rev. Edgzar
N. Jacksnn, the Rev. Hubert D). Jones, the Rev,
Gerald E Knoff, the Rev, James H. Link, the Rev.
Fdward L. Peet, the Rev. Larry Richards, Miss Ethel
Raherts, Mrs. T.illian White Shepherd, the Rev, John
J. Snavely, the Rev, Joseph R Swain, the Rew.
Arthur T. Tedeastle, Miss I3dith ¥ Welker, the Rev.
Wayne White, the Rev. E. Ralph Wiborg, the Rev.
Liovd F. Worley, and the Rev, John Zciter.

The Rev. Gustave Laass

Hov CGustiase Laasy of New York kast Con
ferenee, died Nav 1ot the Mothodist Epis-
capal Hospital in Kiaaklvn, N, Y., affer a
long illnes-.  11r wi~ born eighiv-iwo yen-
aro in Waukegan, Il In 18585 he entered
New York Fa=t Confiienee and sernved thin-
teen charges with fnthiulness and abiliv, re-
tning in 1925 From 1912 ta 1935 he wa-
Conference hiographial scactny, Tuncal
erviees were held in Brooklhvn, XY, My 5.
with burial in the Lutheran Cemeirmy n
tmeens 1. 1. Those oficilating were IDistrict
supeiiniendent Hubert D. Jones, the Rev-.
Fugene W Shriglev, and  Alfred L. Fausf,
Surviving are his wife, Nelhe L. Beal Laas;
two daughtes, a sister, and a brother.

The Rev. Arthur I. Smith

Dr. Arthur J. Smith, reiired member of New
Yark Fast Conference, who died suddenly on
Apttf 24 was hornan Wataibury, Conn . May
14. 1856, the ~om of the Rev Joseph and Ma-
tilda Ward Smath  In 1885 hie enteved New
Yok Fast Confetenee and sevved pastovates
i Oveter Bav, Naugatucek, New Haven, East
Norwath, Shelton, Dainbwny Branklvn Hart-
tonl. and Astora. Retning in 1926, he went
te¢ Ins bhome in East Village, Conn., whecre




Bishop L. J. Birney:

An Appreciation
BISHOP F. T. KEENEY

ISHOP BIRNEY and 1 went to China
B mn the eame steamer m Y920 following
our «¢licuon the and
mamed i contmuous ~ervice together unti]
the General Conlerence of 1924 Following
the Spmngficld General Conferenee I ore-
m.uned in America and he weturmned o his
hetoved China to serve for eight additional
vears when failing health compelled his re-
turn and renrement, OQut of the mtimate
andd lovmg fellowship of those years I am
prompted to voice this appreciation of the
Bishop™~ renmenkable and  saerificm] seriee
m (hina

1o ]‘:}»1:-\ [VITRT Te-

Those whom T have met who knew Bishop
Biney 1 the earlier vears of his mimstry
a3 pastur and later asx dean of the Boston
Unneraty School of Theology never failed
to tell of hns unbounded love for his ta<k
and for those with whom he worked: hut
China was his supreme affeetion In his elee-
tion to the Episcopacy he «aw first of all
an opportunity to give himsell fo China's
milltons and thus follow 1 the footsteps of
Bi~hop Bashford whose Nhfe and work he
held in highest eateem Had he followed
the adviee of physicinins and friends, he
would have returned to Ameriea at the end
of eight years of serviee in the Onent: but
he was <o wedded to Ching that he preler-
red to die serving her than to lLve ]
where, The greatest cross he ever Lore was
when he faced retirement m 1932,

A= an edueator Ihshop Birney brought to
Chma the same passion for scholarship 1y
did Bishop Bashford in founding our Union
Universities  and Theologieal  Seminaries
that through these our Church might have 2
truined native leadership His counsel and
enthusisin were myalusble m builldimg se-
curely on the foundations already bud and in
promoting plans coverme the whole rng:
of ~cholastie tramme from kindergarten to
post mraduate work  IHe wais cqually n-
terested ' m- the  moy ement, following the
\1"(;1‘](] War, to introduce a simplified form
oF writing and through might ~chools with
volunteor amstructors andd other
cary education to the messe

Naturally the necesat v
nunstry o wde .
Birney
Were

AEeneies

ior a
strong appeal

The the ologieal ~chools, therefore,
tver o present m his thought The
yYoung mwen entermg the mnitry were ke
sons to hin and reeened  from s hps,
both s Conterenee

tramed
to Bishop

adedvesse~ and
private mterviews, such counsel and mspur -
non a< oonly g father m the Giospel could
g'\'(‘

Parhaps the Bishop's greatest contribu-
Gon, 1 one may distinguish between values,
was his zea) for Fyangeism. Al (hat Wes
Iy onpenenced ot Wis 16T
uecd m Bishop Birnea watin heart,  The
overflow of his consunng Passion gitiekened
the pmdse bewt of ey emy Ammiad Conferenee
where he presided and
Vaston
hire

AMdersg.sie

Honed for many gy
1 lergg ANed e fl\llilll!l‘ sparatial
He not only tyught (hee imporfanee
of w vial evangiliste Pogrann, but 1lhips-
trated s teachmg by himeelf condueting
revivial serviees, mviing wecheoe tu  the
sltar, and then deahing with them one Ly
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THE GOSPEL OF
THE LORD JESUS

By CQNRAD SKINNER,

A

As litqrature, the baok is superb. As a hel,
shtting forth the gospel of the Lord Je

L ¥ Net,

3
This book way writfen to meet the require
Of all thiyge whose task is to teach
in the pulfiy. -

Of thuse whdsare themselves convine
and are eager g find hoth encourage
way of conveyin® to others the realit
living. i

Of those agnostics whe are genuinely
vinced that Christian déetrine and the

“Tt is not what the book savs that is its only
for its own sake.” —The British Weckly

“Mr. Conrad Shinner has the gift of impartir
best sources for his facts.”—Dr. James Moffaut

THE METHODIST BOOK CONCERN

(Founded 1788)

one, as did the father<s in Englind and Amer-
1ea with the same ouracuolous resulis not-
withstanding the handieap of having 1o
speak through an mteipreter.  In personal
evangehsm he also was equally suceessful
as he eontaeted college men and officials of
high rnk

Noarepresentain e of the Methodist Church
m Chma has ever commanded greater re-
speet or won Luger recognmifion among the
leaders outside the Chureh in educational,
eivic and politiecal life than did Bishop
Birney. His counsel was often sought by
leauding sfatesmen and he wa< inecluded in
well nigh every general vommittee meeting
in Shanghar to consider national, rehgious,
or educational maiters,




1936 provided that all collections taken for
Woaorld Temperanee Sunday should go to the
Board of Temperance oukside the ratio. The
action taken by the World Service Com-
mission at its annual meeting in 1937 also
provided that the colleefions for World
Temperanee sunday should gn to the Board
of Tr‘!u;-f'l'illsu m .uldinion to the armonnt
provided for that Board out of other World
Service funds This means that cach loeal
church takimg & Warld Tempe rimee Sundav
collectn for the Board of Tempe ranee,
will not only reeenve full World Sovee
ctedit on the docdd chareh’s apportionment
bt will add just that mueh to the support
ot the Board of Temperanec, Prohibation
aied Pubhe Morals, and thereby juet that
mueh more for the local ehurch's Warld
Serviee gnoang. World Tomperince Sund ny
therofore prresents to ek Toodd chimeh an
opportimity for help fowod yerchmg fis
tull apporfionment or o opomg over the A=
[t tremmient.

Notable ahke for author, <ubjeet and me-
dimme s the el on Governor Frank Mur-
phy of Miclugan by Joe Wollwam 1. Strdager
of Boston as told m the September number
of True Story magazine.

Mo Vary B Chalme s of Prescolt. Anz.,
who died Septomber 3th. was the <ister of
Rev ¥ 2 Roberteom o retied oo mbier of
the California Confrienco,  Rhe was 81
vers old,
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An income for life!
$50.00,

$100.00, $200.00

or any amount dependent on your age

(and amount of annuity) plus the satis-

faction thal comes from knowing you

are helping to carry on this glorious
ission work

re Satisfying Investment!

substantial contnibution 1o Methodiat mis.
SIH=,

There b= nothing strange or my =terious
about annuities.  And remember the UPera-
tion of annmiwes makes 1t possible for us
to pay incomes at a rate higher than paud on
conseryvative commereial iny estments,

The mision boards of the Methodist
Fpscopal Church have made every payment
ont the day it was due dnee 1the plan was
et thliched in 1870,

W will end full details of this remarkable
annuity plan upon receipt of ronpon,
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HE news of his death in Pasadena, following
an illness of about six years, reached China
a few weeks ago. It was not entirely unexpected,
for he was sorely stricken and lingering under
heavy disabilities of body and mind, even while
the soaring spirit turned sunward and disowned

defeat.

Lauress J. Birney was a son of eastern Ohio,
born in 1871 in the valley of that name at Scio,
where he received his early education in a Method-
ist home and college in the strongly Puritan at-
mosphere inherited from the Scotch-Irish settlers
of that beautiful region. The militant crusading
quality of the Christian spirit was dominant in
the Church of the seventies and eighties, with
evangelism and idealism blending naturally in an
enlightened outlook upon the moral and social
problems of the time. The great temperance
movement was gathering strength and cohesion
preparatory to its nation-wide fight of a later
decade and there was an awakening to the ethical
implications of civic and political problems.
Traces of the young man’s social and religious
environment were discernible 1 the dttitudes of
the mature Christian leader whose career was
to extend geographically from the New England
seaboard to the center of China He was graduat-
ed from the Boston University School of Theology
in 1899. After eight years in the active ministry,
he returned to Boston in 1911 as Dean of the
School of Theology, making an invaluable con-
tribution to the training of voung men for the
church. He was serving in this capacity when he
was elected bishop in 1920. He came to his
episcopal appointment .n China with a happy
enthusiasm for the task, the land, and its people.
One of the great lovers of China, of whom our
Church has given no mean quota, he served his
chosen people unsparingly for twelve years. He
was on his way back to China when seized by
a sudden illness in Hongkong, which was prolong-
ed until his heavenly homegoing a few weeks ago.

Some competent observer, writing about the
General Conference, described the inauguration
of bishops in 1920 thus: “Tall unsmiling, solemn
as an angel, Dean Birney strode along the aisle
and mounted the platform for presentation.”
This picture will be recognized by those who made
contact with him in those moments when the
sense of the high calling of an ambassador of the
Llord Christ was upon him in its weight <nd
fulness Those moments were not rare and when
he stood in the pulpit with head back and the
word leaping from his lips the <sense of wings
fanning the light ealled for no stretech of im-
agination. His auditors heard, and in 1o unreal
way, saw the word.

A fair number of Bishon Birney's middle

yvears were given to the institutional service of his
Church and his work as an educator and frainer
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el Bishop Lauress J. Birney
T W. S. Bissonnette

oi mini~ters cannot be minimized in a balanced
estimate of his career. Yet the impression per-
sists that he was predommantly a preacher. He
was an amiazble and abl. administrator, but more
a leader calling his comrades to the fignt. It was
“Iollow me” as he pressed on himself, pointing
to the Lord. His messuge as an evangelist was
as broad as the salvation of God. He had a
tender word for the erring, for sinners, for those
who had lost out and cried for help. But his
intellectual appeal was on a very high level and
reached the student class with most efiect. His
last csermons in Tieng Ang Church in Foochow.
given at a time when the ferment of national
feeling was surging at a dongerous height, on
freedom and personality, were among the finest
ccntributions from the Christian mind to China
for that, and indeed, for any time. Liberty, the
freedom of choice, as the master work of God in
the human spirit and the irue imprimatur of the
Christian life, was made understandable and de-
sirable. This eagle quality, mixed with tempera-
mental kindness and sunlike optimism, was the
soul of Birney.

He will have—or is having—high companion-
ship with his predecessors in China, Bashford and
Lewis, of whom, in the ways of light and love,
he was reminiscent. One !ikes to think of three
shepherds on upland pastures, bending earthward.
and reeing with better eyes than ours, much to
concern, much to cheer them, on that part of the
globe which is lgealized in China.
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JOHN WESLEY AND MODERN RELIGION*

Such is the title of a reeent book by Dr.
Umphrey Lee, present Dean of the The-
ological Department of WVanderbilt University.
Rev. Sidney R. Anderson, by whom the following
review of his book is written, says of him: “His
scholarly approach, toupled with his years of
experience as a religious leader among the people
called “Methodists” offers us a new analysis wor-
thy of the most earnest study.” In the months
preceding the two-hundredth anniversary of Wes-.
ley’s “heart-warming experience” this book ot
Dr. Lee's can give us a deeper appreciation of
the man who considered the world his parish. Mr.
Anderson introduces us to this new study.

“To those concerned with interpreting re-
ligion to this generation this book is highly re-
commended. It is not just another detailed his-
torv of Wesley’s life, but an analytical study of

4 b

that the bias of human nature can only be changed
by the grace of tzod plus discipline and education.’
He believed that there should not only be
cerporate life and worship within the ‘Catholic
Seminary of divine love’ (his definition of the
Church), but discipline and education for growth,

“In stirring the hearts of his hearers with
such attacks on social injustice ag the following
the author emphasizes the fact that Wesley helped
to lay deep foundation for the humanitarian pas-
sion of the reform movement of the 19th Century.
Speaking of the unjustly rich distillers, Wesley
says, ‘The curse of God is in their gardens, their
walks, their groves........ blood is there: the
foundation, the floor, the walls, the roof, are
stained with blood.’

“Quite aware of the extremes to which re-
ligious leaders may have carried some of Wesley’s
finest contributions; and calling attention to other
extreme tendencies of our day, the author pre-
sents this study as being of value to the modern
religious world, especially because of Wesley’s
‘combination of mystical experience with the
ethical, and the institutional elements in religion.’
It is offered to a modern world which the author
thinks is greatly in need of Wesley's guidance in
reaching that happy mean between the ‘tendencies
toward regulation and control, toward uniformity
and universality,” and the contrasting ‘tendencies
toward emotion, diversity and freedom.” He re-
gards Wesley as a prophet for our extreme-loving
times, and quotes Wesley's broad simplification.
‘The earth brings forth no corn (as the sou! no
holiness), without both the care and, toil of man.
and the benign influence of heaven.’

“The reviewer can offer no better recommend-
ation to those called upon to interpret Christianity
to this generation than to quote the author:
‘Those who would make normative neither the
traditions of past ages nor the latest findings of
contemporaries, may well turn to one who stood
at the beginning of our modern world, bringing
with him old-world conceptions of Christianitv and
merging them with the intuitions of the newer

time."”




W. w. Reid R4
Beard of Poreign Missions % 5t
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BIGH »° LoURAuG J. " IRNEY

— . ey

“ishop L:urees John iirney, resident Lishep of the hangh 1
«res 0f the Meil:orist pirco vl Church hes been in Chine since his
election to the eclscomeoy in 19ZC. Under bir pener:l cirection
fn thiv area there :sre 94 mismionsrier from ‘merice, :nc ¢+ Christicn
communiiy os »oout 8,000 people; there sre 256 Sunday schoale with
16, 0 panile; 14( chw ches enu ¢ hout 200 (xy tchools of 1l por: des.

Prior to his election ~8 bishop of the church, Blishop “irney
w8 enm of “oston Univercity . chool of Theology for nlne yeurs end
w' & coneldered one o the lexderr of the denominstion throug hout New
nglend.

sishup bilrney wee .o in ennison, Ohio, on Lep tember 11,
1671. He re.elved his educ: vion Ln seio vollepe cno in “orton
Unlver:ity .chool of Theology. In his exrly ministry he :terved nos-
toratee in Pleinfleld, Ohio, zouth “alpole, Moem., Perk - venue Church,
in .orcerter, Mnse., Hyde Park, Mrsse., Newton Center, Mesgs., wnd
Mulden, Mass, belo Collegs #nd /eslaysn University gave him

horiorery cegrene of 'ector of ivinity.
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