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ESUS had amazing confidence in

his disciples. It is a rare tcacher
who expects his pupils to go beyond
him in his own field. But Jesus con-
fidently predicted that works sur-
passing anvthing he had done would
be accomplished by his followers.

The mission ficld is in better posi-
tion to achieve those “greater works”
than ever before in our Church’s his
tory. For this favorable condition
Methodist missions are indebted largely
to Church union and to those com-
mittees who, in framing the new
Discipline, built even more wisely than
they knew. The new provisions of the
united Church, particularly as to the
place and work of laymen, scem tai-
lored 1o fit the needs of churches in
ilie villages ol Alrica.

The increased dignity and oppor-
tunity afforded laymen is bcing re-
flected in a definite acceleration of
interest and activity in  the local
churches. This was revealed, to take
one example, in the manner in which
the outpost churches of the Elisa-
bethville District prepared for the
Annual Conference.  1litherto little
better than satellites of the central
church, these churches in the farm:
ing communitics near Elisabethville
lacked individuality and  warmth.
Since their pastors were not ordained,

YTease is a syn-
anym for “boy,”
and these lads of
Kipushi are hav- |
ing fun with the
photographer
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Fowr R’s are taught at
Kipushi village and the
most important one of

all is termed religion

HESE

the members of some outposts came
in to the central church for Com-
munion scrvice and the reception of
members. Others are so far away that
their members seldom if ever get into
the central services. What they needed
was a standing of their own, the
chance to consider their own prob-
lems, unrelated to the nceds of the
whaole district, to administer their ovn
affairs, to train their own local workers.

The provisions of the united Chuich
have given them this—and a new
leasc on spiritual lifc, too.

A series of annual meetinge was
held in cach local church just before
the Annual Conference met this vear.
They followed the Discipline exactly
in that ecach was a “rallving point for
the membership of the charge 10 re-
view the work of the vear, to con-
sider the local opportunities and needs,
to acquaint the members with the
ceneral program of The  Nethodist

By Newell S. Booth

Chuich, and to lay plans for the en-
suing year.”

The district cvangelist, a kind of
assistant district supcrintendent, went
around to cach church to help in the
preparation of those disciplinary pro-
visions: “a written report of the pas-
tor,” “a rcport from the chairman of
the official board,” “the report of a
CLmpitice on pt)]iu.'\." The CUTI I B
tions grew as they worked, and then
came out to the meetings themselves
with the largest attendance these
good people had cver seen.

The report of the committee on
policy from the Kipushi Church
shows how ready it is to undertake
those greater works in fellowship with
the Risen Christ. Its aims covered the
material, financial, social, devotional
and evangelistic purposes of the
church. Iere is vhat they plan to
do: (1) get land from the government
and build some new classrooms: (2)
sct a goal of new pledees in the finan-
cial canvass of fificen full members,
ten preparatory members and ten be-
ginners; (3) show greater hospitality
to visiting teachers and to people who
come to the chuwch from villages
around and to choose stewards to head
that work; (4) seck to increase broth-
erly peace and union and love among
the officials and in the church mem-
bership, and vet not mverlook the cen-
swe and  correction  that mav  be
needed; (5) bring new converts regu-
larly and insist that whoeever brings a
new believer must shepherd and
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AN the life of the human race end
in defeat? Can the life of an indi-
vidual or the lives of people lived in
sacrifice to beauty, tuth and goodness
come to nought? The answer of the
life of Jesus and of the lives of his
heroie followers is an emphatie “No!”
There are two portraits of Jesus that
all of us need to see.

First. there is the seemingly defeated
Jesus! The Samaritans requested that
he and his disciples should get out
of their country, forbidding hospitality .
His  brethren and other kinsmen
thought him mad, “beside himself,”
they said. At Nazareth, as a prophet
not received m his home town, he was
tahen out with the purpose of heing
cast over the precipice below the city.
The multitude in the Galilcan arisis
turned back and walked no more with
him for he was not what they wanted.
(He was the Bread of Life, thev
wanted only bread made of dough.)

For a period his disciples stuck to
him, saving to themselves, in the words
of Peter, “To whom shall we ¢o? thou
hast the words of eternal life ™ But the
time came vwhen friends abandoned
lum. 1D enemies became those of his
own inner group. Judas betraved Inm
with a kiss. Peter lied. Toes cursed
him and spit upon him. With a scar-
let robe flung contemptuoushy over his
shoulders, a crowwn of thorns upon his
head, his own cross upon a weakened
back, he went as a defeated warrior to
a criminal’s death.

Two thiceves hanging on their crosses
mocked him  His weakness was ridi-
culed. The crond hurled jibing state
ments at him. “He saved others, him-
self he cannot save” “If Lie be the
King of Tsracl Iet him now come down
from the cross and we will helieve
him.” “He trusted in God; et God
deliver him if he will have him fon
he said, ‘T am the Son of God.”” But
he died leaving onlv a seamless robe
to he divided by his indifTerent eruci-
fiers.

Daoces Jesus ever indicate that there is
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St. Mark Church in
the heart of Atlanta,
CGa ., and Dr. Rumble,

itts resourceful minister

a thought of failwie? OF course. we
camnot know his mind fully, but fiom
the time of the Transfiguration, he set
his face to go to Jerusalem. Ile chose
the way of the cros as the path to the
goal. behevina that “10 il T he Iifted
up upon the cross will draw all men
unto me.”

When the daughters of Jerusalem,
in pitv, would weep for him he <aid-
“Dauahters of Jerusalem, weep not for
me. but weep for vourselves and yow
childien,™  When the best of  his
carthly friends were in doubt he as
sared T am not alone, o Tather s
with me.” To his disaples he admon:
wshed: “In the worlld ve shall have
tribulation, but be of good cheer. 1
have mvercome the world”

e talked of the shepherd giving
his Jife and added: “No man taketh it
from me. but T Lav it down of mvself.”
Fie conceived the idea of making death
serve his purpose. TTe would diaft all
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circumstances and occasions for the
Father’s use. This is the second pic-
turc of Jesus.

There were goals to be attained
bevond the incidents of life and these
incidents had to promote and not de-
feat. Into his life all experiences were
to he transmuted into victories for the
Father. By a strange alchemy, tears
became wells; refreshment had its
source in disappointment.  And if,
scemingly, God forsnook him on the
cross so that he cried, “Ny God, my
God, why?” there was still
the faith that could and did
say, “Father, into thy hands
I commend my spirit.” God
was still his father.

The disciples did not see
this; the cross ended it for
them. The disaster had
come. Their hope had been
shattered. “We trusted that
it had been he that should
have redeemed Isracl,” one
of them declared. Only the
asstnance that he still lived could 1e-
store their confidence.

T his assurance came. The sense of
the Living Christ brought them vic-
tory. This Jesus who was crucified
continued to live and was the witness
of their lives.

The same consciousness will es
tablish confidence in us today.

The lesson of the life of Jesus is
that all defeats can be transmuted into
victories, that the universe is geared
to support life and not death.

What has become a reality in our
universe? John Maselicld Lad it right.
In The Trial of Jesus he has Pilate’s
wife talking to the ecenturion who
superintended the crudifixion. “What
Jo vou think of Tis claim<?" she savs.
He answers: “If a man believes some-
thing so much that he is ready to die
for it, he is going to get others to be-
licve it too.”

(Concluded on page 140
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Effect of Church union felt in distant African missions

counsel him in preparation for mem-
bership for a period of one year.
The mcetings at the churches far-
thest away were lengthened to include
Communion services and the recep:
tion of members. A white cloth and
the Communion vessels make a sanc-
tuary even in bare mud-walled chapels
with dirt floors. Each member of all
these churches ncar and far went
home with a new sense of being a
member of a Jocal church and also a
part of a great world-wide fellowship.
“This is the best Conference we have
ever had,” said one of the members on
trial in the Annual Conference.
“Evervthing that has been offered to
us has been sweet in our mouths.”
What made it “sweet” was the in-
creased activity of the national lav
members and the ministerial members
of the Conlerence. Fach board, com-
mission and committee offered an ad-
venture in fellowship and a training-
ground for growing workers. A few
lay members had been at Conference
before. Last vear a real beginning was
made. hut thic vear with the Discipline

making them recal members of the
Conference and giving them places
on the committees, they leaped for-
ward to meet their new responsibil-
ities. Each report came to Conference
as the united work of the laymen, the
ministers and the missionaries.

The lay members took the reports
and goals back to their local churches
as their own statements, and not
something given out by the ministers.
They sct apportionments for Confer-
ence claimants and for Conference
travel expenses. Thev set forth a stren-
wous temperance campaign. arranged
for missionary cducation, planned for
increased educational facilities at the
new Springer Institute at Mulung-
wishi, set a goal for evangelistic work
as one new believer for cach present
member, aimed at grcater sclf-support,
thought out ways to improve worship
in the churches and homes, and urged
the application of Christian ideals to
the problems arising from native cus-
toms.

When the Conference was discuss-
ing the entertainment of the natirnal

representatives to the Central Confer-
ence to be held in Elisabethville in
June, the lay member from Elisabeth-
ville jumped to his feet and said:
“When they come to Elisabethville
they will eat and they will sleep.”
There is equal confidence that when
the spiritually hungry come to the
Church they will eat—but not sleep!

The Conference was especially
happy with the provision made for the
ficld committee with national repre-
sentation.  Ulp to the present the
finance committee has only consisted
of missionaries. The new national
members nced to grow into the new
work, none of them having had more
than nine vears of schooling and prac-
tically none having grown up in a
home with a parent who had even at-
tended school. But the manner in
which they are studving to show them-
selves approved makes us know that
they will indeed be able to mcet the
confidence of Jesus and go ahead to
do “greater works than these.”

The Church in this mission ficld
is certainly pleased with the new
Discipline and the new Church. It
shares the faith of Jesus that still
greater work is to bhe done.




Jesus Condenimed and

Crucified

March 23-Luke 22. 39 to 23. 56

If there is a scenc in all history that
should make respectable rehgionists search
their hearts, it is the crucifixion of Jesus.
Yor it was not the criminals, not the men
who were reckoned as depraved lawbreakers,
who were responsible for his death. It was
men who were prominent in religion, and
who were met with respectable obeisances
wherever they went.

Why did these men unite to crucify
Jesus:  The scribes were anxious to get
him out of the way because they knew that,
in proportion as the people listened to his
glowing words, they would turn away from
their own lifeless hair splitting  casuistry.
The chict prests knew that if he came
to dominant influence the people, disgusted
by their godless gratting, would clamor for
the removal of prwests from office.  And
Pilate reluctantly sentenced Jesus to cruci
fixion because he was afraid that the chief

priests would complain of Lim to the em-
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his release it is likelv that the “Reds” in
the erowd began to howl in harmony with
the theological mob. So Pilate, the Fascist.
released Barabbas, the “Red,” and delivered
Jesus to death, just as todav Fascists and
Communists make comimon cause against
Christianity and democracy.

There never was a spectacle in human
Listory that scemed so absolutely to deny
that a good God rcigned in heaven, as Jesus
lett there to die on the cross. If there was
a God, why did he not rcach down and
deliver his Son? And vet, strangely enough,
no other spectable in history has worked so
strongly to make men sure of God.

When they were nailing him  to the
cross Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for
they know not what thev do. lle could
sav this in the midst of his unspeakable
agonv hecause it had been his lifetime habit
to pray lor all who opposed him. This
praver sounds down the ages Tor the men

who today crucify the Sen of God afresh,
cey HT v e T
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We Believe:

Theology for Everyman

Our Bible and Us

“When we have one Bible,” writes a cor-
respondent, “why are there so many dif-
ferent churches with different teachings®”
Back of this problem liec two important
questions: What is the Biblez @ow shall
we use it?

To understand what the Bible is, vou
must go back of the Bible, It is not the
Bible that comes first. Life comes first, not
the Book. First comes God, and his word
to men. That word is not a book handed
down or words dictated for writing. The
deed comes first, the writing later.

Revelation and redemption go together.
By his Spirit he works 1n human hearts,
iHuminates minds, and calls men like Amos
and Isaiah, Paul and John, to hear this
word, and to proclaim it. Some of this
they or their disciples set down. The Bible
iv thus the reccord of God’s dealings with
man and of man’s experience of God.

The Bible is not a bock of thenlogy, It
does not give definitions or set forth doc
trmes. It is not a textbook Like our arith
metics or grammars or books of science, It
1 a book of life. It came out of life, the
hie of God working among men. the life of
men who heard God. It is here to give
life. It 1s no mere record of the past.  Men
who come to the Bible teday with humility
and desire may hear this God speaking to
them alwo, and his word will make them
line, ‘The Bible is not the words of God

B c b e fad e svard tn men,
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in light of what seems to be the highest possibili-
ties of that relationship

He who would be Christian in the modern
world lives in an endless series of compromises.
An 1llustration of this fact is to be found in such
experiences as that of fhe salesman of a cleansing
fluid at a high price when the same could be pur-
<hased at a filling station for fifteen cents a gallon.
Does that salesman consider himself under obliga-
tion to tell the truth? No' He considers his obli-
gation to be to the one who makes his living pos-
stble. The Kingdom of God will never come by
a moral appeal to people who must always live in
an immoral society.

Can n Christian Seek?

Before a person’s search for God can be fruitful,
it 1S necessary to see to it that whatever he con-
dems in society does noe exist in his own heart
Furthermore, he should always respond to oppor-
tunities which will help to bring about relation-
ships in which the Christian can really function
‘There is no security in fear. You cannot trust
anybody if you are afraid. Neither should we
indentify the Kingdom of God with society, be-
cause it is beyond anything thar man’s society can
produce.

In this connection what happened during and
after the world war. We were told that we were
fighting to make the world safe for democracy.

The forces of the Christian Church were enlisted to
help. Christian Ministers asked God's blessing upon
men going out to blow out others’ brains, to
slaughter them with bayonets, machine guns and
poison gas. Now we are passing through a period
of critical quiet Iike the man who has been hit on
the head with a club and the physician is waiting
for him to pass the crisis. Since the end of the war,
the nations have not asked the church, which had
blessed their wholesale slaughter, what they should
do with the spoils.

Stop Fooling Yonurselves

If we cannot be Christians we can at least stop
fooling ourselves. We can begin to call every-
thing by its right name and ask God to deal merci-
fully with the wretchedness of our souls. There
is none whose life is without evil. There is none
worthy. Perhaps 1t does not yet appear what we
shall be. God loves ns better than we know how
Io love ourselves.

No, we cannot be Christians tody. if we depend
on ourselves and our society to make it possible.
The Kingdom of God is not of this world. It
is God’s gift. While it is our task, we cannot by
our own strength achieve it. Let us stop fooling
ourselves and face the fact of our dependence upon
God the Giver of all, and surrender ourselves to
Him who has it within His divine power to help
us become Chrisiiais ;

Looking at the Katanga with Christ

By N. 5. BooT11, Belgwuun Congo

“T E SHALL look only to the ever-living.

ever-creative Christ ™ These words of
[>r John R. Mott at the opening of the Elizabeth-
ville regional conference reveal the aim and method
of the meetings  The conference was conceived in
the belief that Christ has a plan for the Congo and
that he could best reveal that plan through the
strenuous group thinking of His workers in the
field

One of the greatest values of the conference was
the unity of tellowship that developed as the mem-
bers together faced the demands of the living Christ
upun them The most lasting result ot this com-
mon search to know the mind of Christ does not
find expression in the letter of the findings, but it
does in their spinit It was a growing appreciation
of the Christian statesmanship of the workers in
cach mission. I1 is easy to have such an apprecia-
tion of the missionaries 1n one’s own Society. But
1t is sometimes quite dificult to believe that mem-
bers of other groups are domg quue as good work

as we are ourselves. At Elizabethville we came to
realize that each missionary was doing well his
part of the common task under the guidance of one
common Director. The consciousness of this unity
and recognition of the great value of the work
done by others will abide and bear fruit in the ex-
pression of the will of the creative Christ in Congo
even thouglh the particular objects outlined in the
findings should not be realized in full.

Thus when we looked 1o Christ we saw our
brother workers in a new light and hstened to
them with a new attentiveness. But we also found
that for which we really sought. We saw the
Christ at Elizabethville. He came to us in the
opening meditations which were led by Dr. Mott.
He appeared in times of prayer. He stood by us
in the morning watch.  He made Himself manifest
in Dr. Mott’s masterly leadership. Dr. Mott
guided the conference without controlling it, he
shaped 1ts ends without choosing them. He al-
lowed the “creanve Christ to break out in new
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channels.”™ The living Christ was present 1n the

thinking of the delegates Truly He made known
His will for the work of the Kingdom in the

Katanga.
Following His Look

You can not look long at a person without
turning your glance toward that at which he is
looking. One in a group can soon have the whole
group looking at the same object.  So it is with
Christ  1f we look to Him we will almost imme-
diately be led 1o follow the direction of His regard
As we looked to Christ at Elizabethville we were
soon looking at the Katanga with Him. New
values appear when we look at a painting with
the painter and new meanings when we discuss an
article with its author.  So 1t was when we looked
at the Congo with the eyes of the crearive Christ.
We saw the compelling greatness of its needs  We
were challenged anew by its possibilities.  We saw
with greater clearness the direction in which we
were called. We felt a new unity among ourselves
as a part of a world-wide undertaking.

What were the results of this united looking to
Christ and in turn locking with Him at our task’
We recerved a strengthened conviction of the evan-
gehistic passion of the indigenous church and a cor-
porate will to use more effectively our present
forces 1n this primary task ~¢ evangelism. at the
same time s¢¢ 1g to increase that force.  We faced
and sought to make operative the mind of Christ
in the relationships between races. deploring dis-
integrating and  divisive forces and secking to
realize full Chnstian brotherhood and cooperation
between Black and White.

We looked at the Government of the Congo
with the Christ.  We found very much that was
working toward the real advance of the Congolese
and joined 1n carnest praver that we might see a
full reahization of the aims revealed in the splendid
code of laws of the Colony One of the fine
things of the Conference was the cordial attitude
ot the Government officials 1n the audrences which
thev granted and 1n social contacts

Plans for Comity

The Conlerence desired unity in the work of
Christ and avoirdance of troubles which have arisen
from overlapping and rivalry 1in some fields of the
worid  One of 1ts most truntfol recommendarijons
was that which recogmized the advisability  of
having but one souety working n vach majot
mineral field with the full approval and coopera-
tion of other soacties. But this recomnrendation
did not blind the conference to the value of sup
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plementary agencres working with the mission
having charge of the work. In this spirit the con-
ference carnestly urged the Young Men's Christian
Associat’on and the Young Women's Christian
Aesacizt on to establish work in the mineral dis-
trect If this invitauon is accepted it will mean
much for the men and women of the mineral fields.
We have long heen dissatisfied under the inability
to adequately minister to the soc 2l life of the
workers in the industrial areas. Christ-centered
recreational provision is essential to a complete
Christian program.

One can not look with Christ long without see-
ing the chidren  Tre Efizabethville conference
mitiated steps which will make much more effec-
tive the work of religious education through the
church 1n the missions represented and throughout
the co'ony. T'be Sunday School was seen as not
only a splendid instrument for helping the chil-
dren. and adults too, to find the abundant I'fe in
Christ, but also as a training ground for the leaders
and citizens of the Kingdom. The Conference
reccommended measures leading to increased em-
phasis upon this work. colony-wide unity in its
promotion, and provision for cooperation in the
World's Sunday School Associatin.

With Chnist the Great ‘Teacher we looked at our
schools.  What good they have done! But what
a small part of their task have they accomplished’
The words relevant curricalum. development of
the total personality throughout life, adequate
literature. contagious Christian character of teach-
ers, vital worship programs. distincuive Christian
spinit. U'nion Normal School. developmental pro-
gram for the ife of women and girls—these reveal
some of the Christ-opened leads followed by the
Conference.

Dr Mott and Dr Hopkins brought the {resh-
ness of a breese from the farthest corners of the
world to the conference and an intimate knowledge
of the solutions found n other countries to prob-
lemis very stmilar to those wlich the conference
was faang.  Mr. Ross and Mr Coxill made it
possible for the conference to closely hink the Ka-
tanga with the rest of the Congo.

As we looked to Christ. our Elder Brother we
were fused into one family., His prayer that we
all might be one had a new answer. And the
posstbility of 2 more complete answer to that great
prayer s to be found 1n the delegates at Elizabeth.
ville that 1f we are to look through the needs of
Congo to the hiving. creative Christ, we must stand
close together - South Attra Musstonuey  Advo
Ldife,
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In an Upper Room by Inhambane Bay

By bishop Newell S, Booth
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Jethro's advice to Moses, "Be thou for the people to Godward," was taken seri-
ously by the pastors and missionaries of the South East Africa Conference. There
was a real reach Godward in the three days of spiritual refreshment just before the
annual conference conveaed, I suppose 1 should call it a "retreat', but I am not
sure Jjust how you hold a retreat for an "Advance for Christ and iHis Church!" But if
that vord means withdrawal from routine concerns in order to appropriate resources
of power from common study of our faith from shared experiences, from community of
prayer, [ ron creative meditation on God's detailed purposes, from fellowship trans-
cending race and language difficulties, then it is the right word. That is what was
done in the uprer room by the shores of the Inhanbane Bay.

Ornie day 1 was leading a pericd of sharing our thoug..ts on those things from
which we most needed to be saved. I looked out the window at the marvelous beauty
of the waters of the bay throu:sh the frameworx of the fronds of cccoanut palms, The
white gleam of sails, the glimpse cf red tiles of the old town across the water, the
moving pattern of the tidal currents pulled my eyes back again and again., I excused
myself by saying that it wes good to look cut from that room tc the beauty beyond,
Cf course, 1 got a laugh and even a blush from a very beautiful young lady on one of
the front seats. 3ut really Lhere was more beauty irside the room, There was the
becauty cf the deep fellowship of twenty missiorarics and forty African pastors ard
teachers in a fruitful sharing of their best experiences and greatest needs,

That spirit continued tnroughout the conference session. These workers were

viry conscious of the need of their yecple, There are the deprivations of poverly




as great as anywhere in the worldd, There is almest ne oppertunity for educatien.

There are labors and recruitmments under very difficult conditions, There is the
separation of families for long periods while the men are working at the gold mines
in the Transvaal, There is a debilitating climate, poor soil and little market for
crops, The Christian workers know that they rwust be to Godward for the people.

and results are evident. There is a spiritual depth of Christian experience,
There is a vitality in testimeny. Churches are crowded with those who love to wor-
ship. Young people are giving themselves to the ministry. Lay evangelism is a real-
ity. New work is being undertaken., There are those who have been to Godward for
the pecopie.

Let me give one ijllustration: at the close of the conference 1 went to the new
site for a church in Inhambane., For years we have wanted to have a place for wor-
ship in that centuries old town across the Bay. Finally we have been able to buy a
piece of land. Then things began to happen. The circuit outside of town was ready
to divide the circuit and accept the services of an assistant pastor and yet main-
tain the full supnort of the nastor who would from then on give most of his time to
the city. The people raised money to buy building materials, They sent word to the
missionary superintendent that they had two truck loads ready. lhen he went again
he found that men had come in from all over the circuit and were erecting a large
house that could be used as both residence and a church, a guest house for those who
might have to stay in town, and kitchens and other buildings. ‘hen I went there I
found the dirtiest, happiest bunch of women I have ever seen, They had not been
dirty vhen they left home., But they were literally up to their necks in mud, plas-
tering the buildings inside and out, One wuas down in a deep hole of black mud tranp-
ing ithe soil into the water and preraring it for the others to use as plaster, Same
men were weaving heavy mats to imake an enclosure where peonle could sleep. They were
21l sirging at the job. This was a new work for the e xlensiorn of the kingdom of
God, I promised to try to work with them in finding money for permanent materials
ond for a bicycle feor their rwastor so as to multiply his service, and to finish pay-
ing for the land. I hope folks everywhere will be "for the people to Godward" in

prayer and fellowship. ~— 50 -
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"Cirist ‘Jas Forn in “uimbanba®

By gishop l'ewell S. Looth
Flizabethville, Belgizn Congo, Africe

we have just hued 2 splendid illustratior. of the difrerence that is made when
cirist comes into the life of a villare,

On a recont Sunuay we went to the village of {uinbamba in angolu. It used to
be onc of the dirtiest disreputable places around. There was a chief who did every-
taing he could to keep vhe Christian cihurch from developing there, Then haimundo ce
Sovsa a2nd his wife, Dona llaria, went there to take chaige of the church., He was
handicapped in only one thing, iie is practically deaf ana must read lips to follow
what is said. (Ve still hope that e mazy be alle to get him a hearing aid.) But
outside of that he and Maria have all that is needed to make a wonderful parsonage
Ltean,

The peonle of that church have learnrd that they are '"members one of arother,!
Christ hes been born in that village., There is a lorge cruxiform church built with-
out ary outcide nelp, It wvas packed with hundreds of pLeople that Sunday. Fruit
trees, {Lcwering shrubs and pleasant lavms surround the caurch, After the service
we were tagen to the guect houce -- & beautiful three-room cottage with a well-laid
and trim.ed thatched roof, The walle iirrice ard outl were atlractive in cream and
tiue btinte,  ocreens wee at wir'ous ana Jqoors. L.ate were on the cement floor and
cver head for ccilings, Keut reed furniture 'wms in one room and a table set for
dinner in t.ae other,

whenice had it come? 7The wonen had built it! 1t had tal:en three years. Those

Lhirty women had taken a tithe of their evening meal cach day and nlaced it 3n a bag

)
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“t the pastorf!s house, when Lhe bag was fuil it was sold. & kan was hired to make
rick. More money from the tithe beg hired a mason later, The wamen earried the
oricks, brought vaver and meortar and worked with the mason,

18 we stood on the steps to cedicate this house as a syabol of cooperation and
I fellowship and of the leadership of Christ, we felt that it was a sacred place, 1
cited the president of the Woman's Society to lead in prayer. iaria, the pastor's
ife prayed. G3he wus the inspiring leader of the grouv.

The spirit was contagious, The boys planted a God's Acre, The girls fcllowed
i ’'ricrdly rivalry. The produce cf these gardens is building a new school. It was
al reacy for wirdows, plasterirg and furnishing. The pastor has asked us to come
~aclk at Conference time to dedicate that, and best of all, the young people have
really grown in Christian experience threugh it all,

a8 we s&ét at table vith Raimindo ard llaria ‘he young people sa2rved us a deli-
cious rour-course dinner which liaria Lad prepared, It vcas an interes ing ccmbination
of anfrican and Portuguese cooking. le talked about the work. There are seventeen
~eaching places to which the pastor, taacacr and lay preacters o out from the
church. !any young pcople have gone from the school to (uessua for training for

hristian service,

and Christ was born ineemm—e—e—- Wuinbamba !

______________ 50 e
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Missionary Nawed ".istinguisned Citizen®

Lach year the Civie Assembly of Women -- for the Philippine Islands a short

- federation of the leading woment's clubs from all corners of the Republic ~- award

~edals and certificates to five or six women who have rendered distinguished service
1o their fellows. This year one of those brought into public notice as "distin-

quisted citizens" was Miss Rebecca Parrish, ! .D., of Indianapolis, Ind., who retired

in 1935 as a missionary of the kethodist Church after 29 years of medical and health

service to the Philiprines. The award vas the only one made in absentia and was re-

ceived for Dre Parrish by lVrs. Ernest 3. Tuck, of lianila, wife of the Fethodist super-
intendent oi the Philippines.

The award, on behalf of the Civie #ssembly, was presented by President
uirino of the Llepublice The citation to Dre Parris read: “The blessings of health
and of social welfare which the Philippines enjoy today have been inspired by the
pioneering effort cf this sincere and determined American missionary doctor, who came
a long way across the sea, bringing Christian love, healing, and enlightenment, and

a better way of life."

SEP 19 1950

Seminars to Study Y. N

Three service and educational agencies of the ¥ethodist Church are uniting
in a series of "seminars on the United wations," to be held at Lake Success and at
Lethodist headquarters in New Vork City. The first seminar will be October 31 to
November 3, and cthers will follow tnrcughout 1951 and 1952. The seminars are plan-
ned to help church leaders understand how te work for world peace through the UN and
its agencies, and to secure peace action in the local churches. The cooperating
agencies in this program are iL.ethodism's Board cf Education, the Commission on .lorld

Peace, and the ‘joman's Division of Christian Service of the poard of Missionse. In

charge are Dre Charles F. Boss, Chicago, Miss Thelma Stevens, New York, and liiss

-

Joris Dennison, Nashville, - 50 =
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The Revival Begins in the Congo

By Bishop Newell S, Booth .
Elisabethville, Belgian Congo

"iay the revival begin in med"

The yearning for such a new power within vias expressed in twelve different
languages at the Southern Congo Annual Conference. It was the last morning of the
seven-day retreat and committee meeting time preceding the sessions of the Conference.
cohn Brastrup had led the group each morning on the general theme of revival, speak-
ing about its nature, necessity, history, conditions and fruits. This last day per-
son after person spoke about their experience of revival. Then each in his own lan-
guage followed Nre Brastrup in the prayer, “"May the revival begin now in me." These
men and women are going home all across the eight hundred miles of this conference
area with new power,

We need 1t, for we shall have fewer missionary workers this year. The Con-
ference had come out of the terrible hole of having only two couples and three single
vorkers on the field for all this work in 194h, in the largest conference » geographi-
cally, in the Area and the cne with the most preaching places. The staff had reached
13 couples and five single people, 31 in all actively at work in the six stations by
the beginning of this month. But now seven have gone on furlough and one has died
suddenly. Three others must have their work resiricted because of health disabili-
ties. Five are mothers of small children. Five years ago I wrote that the absolute
minimum needed on the field was 39. And that did not count the builders we need now
nor the increased mumber of educationalists due to the expanded opportunities under

government cooperation. We have a preacher, a teacher, an evangelist and a doctor
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trained for their own tasks who must give large sections of their time to building,
All this could be depressing.

But the attitude of the folks is better expressed by the song fest we had
last evening, There is amazing resilience in their spirits. lle had all eaten —~ 90
of us =~ at a buffet supper in John Brastrupt's front yard. There each group sang in
Lneilr ovn language. There were six different European languages, for our man from

inland sang in both Swedish and Finnish, Twelve African languages burst forth in
Larmony and rhythm known only to the Negro. In food, in song, in prayer, that resil-
ient fellowship lifted up agein,.

In the marvelously rendered cantata of "Esther" this evening, Frederic Kan-
jundu expressed both the passionate lament and the yearning confidence of Mordecai
for his people of Israel and also of the Christians here for the future of Africa, as
he poured forth the prayer of YMordecai for the saving of the Jews.

Now the Conference has closed..... That confidence was expressed again on
Sunday by the dedication of youth to the service of the Church, I had just ordained
Marc Nelis as an elder, thus completing nis last step in the journey towards the min-
istry. Forty-two young people followed him to the altar to take their first step
before the Conference., At the time of the visit of Ir. Chimbadzwa from Rhodesia they
had pledged themselves to serve God as ministers or teachers in the work of the
Churche Now they came and sang their purpose.

With such resilience of spirit and such consecration of life we can dare hope

for the realization of the prayer that wias in the song Frederic brought to us.
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The Spiritual Climate is Not Cold in Africa

By Zisibop Newell 3. Booth
Elisabethville, Belgian Coneo

The occasion was the annual conference at 0ld Umtali, Rhodesia..... Vie faced
"oroblems" and "“situvationec.%

we talked about campaigns to teacn the great mass of illiterates; and plans
for the production of literature for the newly literate.

we have discussed vizys to develop the Christian ideal of marriage and home
life,

.fe had to face the problems cf self-suprort of the program among people where
a wage for daily workers of L0 cents a day is high.

\ie were facedwith a real suortage of trained workers for the pastoral work
- ' the Church,

But there was the other side also: the side that showed progress, and hope,
anG zrowthe The spiritual climate is not coldl

The selection or candicdates to take the high school course that they may be
prepared for the higher normal schiosl stulies pointed up the fact of the great ad-
vance in cducation in the country. .e were uappy to have enough new missionaries so
that we could plan to take ¢0 graduates of our primzry schocls into the zourses of
the secondary school end teacher-training on the junior high school level. e had
to form a Conference "Committee on Work in Urban Areas," because there is such an
increase in the incustrial populations of the ccuntry, tringing to the fore the
problems that the city presents to our Church everywhere,

vwomen do still bend their backs over the short<handled hoe to cultivate
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their crops, but we needed to discuss the change in the agric ltural p:etterr due to

rapidly-increzsing mechenization of farming here. It has reached owr rission stations
and is extending tc the African farmers. Training in tne care f machinery, in con-
tour plowing, catchment dams, soil conservation, all have to te consider=d in this
~and of dryness and large areas.

Church personnel is so lacking in training that siperiitendenuvs have a2 hard
Aime showing local church treasurers how to keep thzir bocks, or sven %o get anyone
‘i1ling to accept the responsibility of being a treasurer But progress 1s being
.zde. TFive young men stood at the altar to be admitted iito full membership in the
nonference and ordained as deacons. Splendidly prepared .nnd consecrated people they
zre. They have had eight years of primary education, tvo years of teacher-training,
experience in teaching, three years of theolozical school, and now two yz2ars in the
ministry. They have proven theanselves to be worthy ministers of Jesus Christ. HNow
there are thirty such active full nemhers of the Zonferznce working with our fourteen
rissionary ministers.

Health conditions in both town and kraal life give our medical people and all
our vorkers much concern. We hecard of a terribie lack of proper water supplies which
is multiplying the incidence of bilharzia and other diseases. Yel we rejoice with
the people cof the Conference at home in the Advance: the people who are sending their
gifts lor the Lother Hughes Waternity Center at putambara and the lvashburn Memorial
Hospital at Nyadiri. Soon we shall have much more adequate facilities. }iss Hansson
nas been able to open three rural dispensaries. And we have twenty-two /frican girls
in the nurses! training course at ilyadiri getting ready to staff these medical cen-
ters.

There is crude superstition, dark f=ar on one side, and blaze religious in-
difrerence among those who pretend to be woivilized® on the other; but the deep devo-
tion and unmoved consecration of our people was evidenced in the prayers at Conference
and in the eager way they listened to and comrented upon the daily messages from
Rishop .lorthcott, as well as in thz reports cf the pastoral activity of the year.
These reports indicated thot more than five thousand vweople had been received into

the Church uas full members, preparatory ones, or as beginners in the Christian life.
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We Seek Africa For Christ

By Bishop Newell Snow Rooth
Elisabethville, Belgian Congo, Africa

The Methodist Church is active in the midst of the tremendous changes and
high tensions of Central and South Africa. The Western world seeks there raw
materials and work power; Christ searches for the hearts of people and answers their
needs, In a program as wide as those needs the Methodist Church is attempting to
be a valuable part of Christ's search, Many bids are being made for Africa's loy-
alty. We intend that it shall be given to Christ.

Every part of the program has sought to contribute to the realization and
demonstration of Christian living in the fellowship of believers which is the Church.
The central aim is to further the growth of the Church and the Christian experience
of its members. To that end numberless congregations have been formed in rural com-
munities and Christian Centers -- like the Pfeiffer Memorial in Elisabethville -
have been located in the massed populations of the cities. The constant moving of
great numbers between rural and urban localities presents a great challenge as do
also the thousands of unreached rural communities. The percentage of adherence is
outstanding among all the mission fields of the world, The contribution of the lay
witness and the group fellowship has been remarkable. Yet the unanswered calls are
many. And the response of the people is still eaper. One of the greatest needs is
the nurture and deepening of the Christian understanding and experience of these
quarter of a million Methodists and the stabilization of thieir leaders., They are

by no means ready to face the turmoil of Africa's changes.
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The Teacherr and t.l;ef M.D.

A visitor to Africa says that the outstanding impression is the avid desire
of the people for education, the appalling lack of opportunities for schooling =~ in
Central Africa not a single university for a hundred million peoplie and hardly a
dozen high schools even =-- and finally, the real concern of the Church to give young
Africa the training so essential for the urgent days ahead. Our greatest emphasis in
all the work is the training and preparation and use of African workers in carrying
the major responsibility for the Church and its varied activities. They have re-
sponded with inereasing maturity, extension in number and greatly added financial
self-support. Since, on the whole, governments do not provide schools, the Church
has an unexcelled opportunity to furnish Christian education frankly dedicated to
the formation of Christian living.

Plans are laid to stress secondary level training as a major erphasis in the
years immediately ahead. 1In most of the conferences it has been possitle to reach
the goal set four years ago to raise the educational level one grade every two yeares.
It is the goal again for this quadrennium, But trained staff is still woefully lack-
ing.

Thoce who were the nephews of witch-docters now diagnose with the microscope
and treat with sulfa drugs and penicillin and aureomycin! IMuch is being aone to
cure disease anc to prevent sickness and encourage health., Life expectation is still
only half that of people in the United States and infant mortality is terrible, but
strides forward in healing in the name of Christ are being made. Especially with
new drugs and treatment hundreds of lepers crying "to be clean" are hearing the words
"be thou clean" and going back to their villages with the disease arrested. Two
thovsand lepers are cared for in six centers where they have a chance for normal
1l ~inp.

The Lambuth Memorial "‘edical Center, made a possibility by the Week of NMedie~

cation, will soon be a reality and change the pattern of health of a whole tribe,

The Piner Memorial lospital at Kapanga is coming into use now. Tt memorializes the
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service of Arthur end Maude Piper who have retired after forty years in Africa. The

Kempe have buillt a grand tradition of medical aid -- and new buildings to extend
1t -- in Angole; the Stauffachers have furthered nurse training in Mocembique end
the Advance is providing new equipment; the Lewlses have pioneered in surgical help
in the Congo. All of these are at or near retirement. Fortunately same young doc-
tors are getting ready to take their places, even though they are not nearly enough.

Technical Assistance

By the multiplied manifestations of Christien concern in concrete acts we
show the people of the world that more values can be realized in the brotherhood of
the church than are to be found in any other plan for society. Such concern is
demonstrated 1n the technicel assistence progrem of the mission in Africa. That
may be & new name, but the service in agricultural training and extension work and
in industrial activity and spprenticeship has been vert of the work of missions from
the very beginning. The first soil conservation ridges in Southern Rhodesia were
built thirty years ago by G. A, Roberts, our sgricultursl missionary. The first dry
farming practices in Southeast Africa wero under the direction of Julian Res. The
first roads and first sun-dried adobe bricks in the Centrel Congo were made by the
mission. ©Such technical assistance now rapidly extending end in new formes strength-
ens the base t'or sbundant living, and for adequate support for the church and commun-
ity. It looks toward the creative revolution demanded to meet the needs of people
which alone can avert destructive revolution.

Literature prcmotion calls for e four-fold srogrem. Staf'f must be re-
<328ed from other tasks to stimulate creative writirg on the part of the Africans
and to practice it themselves. We have been able to do that in two of the confer-
ences. It is the only way to secure the manuscripts that are needed. It 1s danger-
ous to teach people to read and then leave them frustrated without 1l1itersture or
perverted by the kind other groups may provide. Then funds must be found for print-
ing. The Crusade and the Advance have gotten same staff, made a start in improving

the equipment of the presaes, and in setting up some revolving funds for litersature.
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The third essential is that of distribution. Now opportunities are open for depots
for books and far the work of colporteurs, particularly in connection with the
Christian centers in the cities of Elisebethville, Jadotville, Luande, Unmtali,
Johannesburg, Beire and Lourenco Marques. Subsidies have been of help in bringing
down the cost so that people earning only ten to fifty cents 2 day may be sble to
buy books. The fourth necessity 1s the stimulation and direction of the use of
literature. This 18 closely tied to the use of eudlo-visuel aids. Some starts have
been made in acdult education, forums, libraries, reading roams, reading groups, ver-

nacular magazines,

The Christian Family

The primary cell for soclal building is the Christian family. Tlemining
and preperation for the home goes on in the more than thirty boarding departments
of the schools in the Area. Skills ere learned, habits acquired and attitudes
formed. Some extension service goes on everywhere -- but in Rhodesia a very signif-
icant program of Christian hame formation is carried on through constant attention
to visitation, dissemination of literature, adult education, Institutes, camp-meet-
ings, classees, action projects, vacation schools, Bible study. Elsewhere, in many
of the schools classes on the family are held, preparation and counseling for
marriage given. Iiterature is belng prepared in several languages. Boys' and girls!
clubs give attention to planning for home life. Christian workers sare challenged
to give teaching and example in the maintenance of the Christian home.

The Misslonary Staff

Our greateet single concern 1s securing adequate stalf for the work.
Africans are ten to one in relsation to missionaries, They must continue so and con-
tinue to incresse in ratio. The Church's supreme task 1s to provide training for
the people of Africa in every realm. Every phase of the work is slanted to that
end. Leadership in every actlvity i1s an absolute necessity for the developrment of
the life of Africa. Christien leadership is essential for peaceful, stable progress.

One of the most éncouraging signs of development hes been to see the growing matur-
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ity of the Africen pastors, teachers, mediceal workers, leaders in other activities.

In one sense we did meet our goal set in the report of 1948 in regard to
missionary staff. We asked for 25 new missionaries each year of the guadrennium.
We have added them -- In fact, 102 during the four years. But there has been a
greater need for replacements, more necessity for emergency furloughs, and greater
delay in reaching the field than was anticipated, so that we heve only 185 mission-
aries actuelly at work on the fleld instead of the goel of 220 that was expected.
We have had to have fifty replacements -- 19 because of retirement, 16 on account of
health, eight when shoart terms were campleted, and seven when people took up other
work. The increase of those on the field over the mumber in 1948 1s almost exactly
the total of the A-3's (Africa's-three-year young people) who went out last year.
We trust that they will be replaced with others like them when their three yoars
bave been completed and that we shell have at least seventy-five new misasionaries
durlng the quadrennium to meet all replacements and glve a slight incresse. The
three-year progrem is starting out with prcmise of great usefulness., In the middle
of the next quadrennium we shall hope to gee at least two dozen more young people

in the Elilsabethville Area.

The Advance in Africa

The Acévance for Christ and His Church hes done much for the Elisabethville

frea. Every single one of the twenty-four mission sta“ions during the four years

Las seen some new bullding, scme improvement in equirment and almost all have wel-
coried some new missioneries. For the first tire in yeers in many »laces mejJor builad-
Ing proJects covld be undertsken to meke more effective the work of the staff, Dif-
f.culties in getting materisls and permlissions and in securing and tralning staff
have slowed down the operations in scme cases but steadlly we aro becaming better
ejuinped to serve the needs of Africa. There are, however, 9till hundreds of proj-
ects that have not yet been started. It 1s hard to face tremendous tasks like those
of winning Africa to the weys of Christ and heve such inadequate means with which to

work., The urgency of the needs demand astill greater elfort. It is readily admitted
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that whet we do towards winning Africa and really developing Christian modes of

life in the next quadrennium will be at least three times more effective in results
then the same effart expended later. There 1s a conflict for the mind and soul of
men in Africa these days that 1s moving with excessive rapldity. People have come
to realize that the resources of God in His world are sufficlent to extend to all
mankind the benefits of civilization. We know that that will be done and that those
resources wlll be properly used only when control in terms of Christ has been intro-

duced into life. An educated and consecrated African staff with miselonary help can

do that 1f there 1e adequate support.
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Ordaining the Twelve Tribes

By Bishop Newell S. Footh
Elisabethville, Felgian Congo

I have just ordsined ean Kalesa zs an elder in “he liethodist Churer.

Twenty-two years ago I nled his case with the olcer foll:s et Yanene who
thought that he was too young to enter the Training School., Maybe he was, but all
his life since then has justified the pleading, lie has become one of the main in-
fluences in the training of our teachers and pastors in the Southern Congo. He is
a Luban. That makes twelve tribes or natioralities that T have ordained or received
into Conference membership dering the last two months.

In Angola we had an international, interracial ceremony -« four nationalities
among five ordinants. Two of' the men had started their work and ctudies in Horway
and were elected to orders there. An Englichmen had been a missionary in Africa,
ordained a deacon in America, and elected to elder's orders by the angola Conference,
An Arerican completed his requirenents, anc¢ in his first year as a missionary was
ordained. An African completed his years of service and studies for his ordination.
Four of the new tribes of Israel in one afternoon.,

Then in the Central Congo nine members of the tribe of the Atelela were or-
dained at vWe~bo Nyama, This voungest of the Conferences now has the largest number
ol ordained minicters in the area,

In Focambique I ordained or received American, Portuguese, Swedish and Vatshw:
ministirs; and in Chodesia Shona, lorwerian and American,

And here this afternoon, in addition to the Luban minister, 1 ordair 4 to
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the ministry a member of the Sanga tribe, and at Conference we had received a Bemba,

I told all these people that in nine different languages I had read those
words of ordination questions, asking if they were ready to "set forward..... love"
a5 the great aim of their ministry, Each different shade of meaning brought. by the
change of language has given me new significance and weight of challenge in these
words ~- "set forward love."

It is the privilege of us all, and not only of these men out of the twelve
tribes, to set forward love as our expressed prpose, In a werld where so many
things are set forth as the reans of solving our prollers -- force, money, knowledge
-~ We are those here in the Christian church in Africa who are determined to meet
the needs of this great continent by our aim "set forward love." We invite all to

share that aim and to work with these men of the tweive tr.bes especially ordained

to that task,
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Africa Is Continent ol Lighti

By Bishop Newell S. Booth
Elisabethville, Belgian Congo
Long ago someone started calling Africa the dark continent and people now
cannot break the habit, But actually it has the light shining on it.
It has the light of the sun shining upon it making it the sunniest continent

oi the whole globe,

It has the light of scientific research shining upon it as the world seeks to
make maximum use of its great resources.

It has the light of political concern shining upon it as the United Nations
and others informed realize it is the last great colonial area of the world.

It has the light of social interest shining upon it as multi-racial cultures
grow from the tightest tensions known.

It has the light of business expectation shining upon it as our world becomes
more and more conscious that it is tied into a common economical unit.

It has the light of Christ shining upon it as it features the most rapidly
growing Christian church that is known in the world today.

And this year it has the light of mission study shining upon it as it bhecomes
the theme of missionary study in the churches in the United States,

We do hope that the habit will be changed and the people will stop calling it
the dark continent. Dark will be the continent only as the Christian church does not
measure up to the limitless opportunity there is today to mold the life of new nae
tions in formation and guide the relationships of races as they learn to live to-

gether, The church is missing tnat opportunity already in many ways. One great
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branch is losing its position of leadership in South Africa, Everywhere we are

failing to meet some of the tests of outgoing brotherrood.

But our biggest failures result from our biggest successes. We have inspired
the villages to want ministers until their calls come more rapidly than we can an-
swer them, We have taken more people into the church than we can train and guide
into full participation. We heve developed a concern for health greater than our
medical service can meet. We have stirred people up to think in greater numbers
than we can adequately counsel, ‘le have made people hungry for education and yet
our resources in schools and teachers are such that we have to turn away rore than

we have room to receive,

Funds and personnel are needed to focus the light that is shining upon Africa
on these immediate problems. The land of Africa is giving widely of its mineral re-
sources to meet world needs. This time of study about Africa should lead us to give
of our resources -- rich in trained personnel and provided with more money than ever

before ~- to meet the needs of the peoples of Africa.

........ 53 cecmmmnm
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The African Christian Learns to Share

Bv Bishop Newell S, Booth
Elisabethville, Belgian Congo

Consideration for the affairs of others rather than absorption in our own
concerns is an outstanding indication of maturity. That sign of growth was very
evident at the meeting of our Africa Central Conference.

It was shown in dramatic power in the World Communion service., There the
fellowship of the concerned was demonstrated. 1In our service itself, we represent-
ed a large part of the world. Missionaries from twenty states in America with
others from two sections of Europe joined with representatives from eight great
tribal divisions stretched across three thousand miles of Africa in a true comrade-
ship and a real dedication. We had a sense of oneness with our fellow Christians of
the twenty-eight hundred congregations of our five conferences, in most of which
communion was also observed that same week, and also with the churches of Liberia
which are under Bishop Xing who led us in our devotions,

There was the reality of a larger unity with ali Christians in the vorld,
who were breaking bread together, "advancing on their knees" toward the realization
of the prayer of Jesus that all might be one. And we took upon us the command of
Faul that we bear one another's burdens, It meant a lot to kneel side by side, to
have at the altar with us these from Lhe local districts Just coming into Christian
life -~ some possessing so little and as yet knowing so little of Christ, Their de-
votion, however, was one with ours. Lanpuage and clothes and color may have been

different, but the longing of the heart was the same. And concern about others was




the attitude of all,

Not only in ritual, but also in reports this concern was manifested. We
heard of the work of the missionary societies in each conference. They were seek-
ing to meet the needs of the people just beyond their borders. There was a great
deal of home missionary activity to be reported, Regular apportionments for World
Service were met, and even though small in amount they gave the people a sense of
having a little part in all the Church is doing everywhere. Some gifts were sent
to the needy afar as to the orphans in Relgium. Inter-conference and inter-denomi-
national missions were advancing such as at Beira, Lourenco Marques, iatal and San
Tome. Plans were made at the sessions for the ultimate formation, by the Central
Conference, of a Poard of Yorld liissions, so that the churches of Africa might par-
ticipate in the exchange of Christian workers on a world basis.

The basic concern for others is to share with them the good news of Christ.
So everywhere the program of our churches is evangelistic, At the session of the
Central Conference at Katako Kombe horizons were lifted, We thought of others far
from us as the communion service symbolized the joining in a special emphasis with

all the branches of lethodism in the world, to commemorate a quarter-millennium since

the birth of John Wesley and to prepare for particular attention to the experience
of the warmed heart on the coming day of Pentecost.

We do not believe in forgetting the impelling necessity of witnessing for
every individual Christian nor the constant emphasis on evangelism every ronth and
every year, But we rejoice in thc fellowship of marching together in a special con-
cern for the whole world and we are lifted up and encouraged as we pray as one fold,
We are fellow workers torether with God an? with our trothers.

Frndamental concern for the practical needs of the people of Africa was in
the minds of the delerates as they proposed higher levels of education as well as
campaigns to remove illiteracy. Also when they asked that rore literature be made
widely available, considered pregrams for the massing populations in the industrial

arcas and also for the enrichment of rural life by extension service through village
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Christian centers, Membership of women as ministerial members of Conference was
vwted. The enlargement of medical service was called for to meet the still open
sore of disease in Africa. Agricultural and industrial programs to lift the level
of 1living were sought, Our own and our brother's need was the concern,

The delegates returned home feeling that the work of all was one work. They
came to know each other better. They learned from each other as some from one
country showed those from another how some need was met. "Stationitis" «~~ that
overconcern for attention to the work on one's own mission station = had a hard
time living in the face of the common needs and problems which seered to be much
the same everywhere. We matured as we felt concern for others and realized that it
all is our work == not "my" work and "thelrs," but ourwork to bring to bear upon
the great needs of others the spiritual life and presence of the Christ who died

that others might live., "Himself He could not save."

cmmmmecoe 53 ammcmeeaen




'ﬂ\m \\W‘

W. W, Reid

Foard of lissions of the Methodist Churzh Note to Editor: You have in your
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, I,Y. files a proto or cut of Bishop Bocth

FEB 11 1954

The Parable of the Ruts

By BEishop lewell S
51iscbethville, Pelgian Congo

 —

L —as stuck in the gsand! Ancd it was my own fanit! Of course Lhere was
plert; off excuse for re. Tt was a sea of sand with terriLly deep ruts plowed
tarow h It by trucwks., Cfeep banxks or the siiding stuff was thrown up on each side
of the ruts, Gelween the ruts there was a hizh *“able of vacked send -- altogether
too nigh Tor ry low-slung car to straddie, Yes, I had plenty of excuse and I did
al~ost woke it, iy momentum alrmost carcied me tnrouwrh., But z2lmost was not zood
enovgir 2nd 1 vas stuclk -- really stuck. hen I slopped I had slid up far on that
high central ricdge and the car was flat on the ground all the wayr under and actu-
ally ane rear wheel kepu on spninning after the car had stopped -- no traction under
te *trcad.

But it was mr fauvlt. I had been tirough vorse places just a while back,
And going on I went through much more difficult w»laces. I was stuck because I had
ry eyes on another bridge without epproaches reing built alongside the road for a
new ronting to avoid that low place where the rain piled in the sand. :nd so com-
ing clarply around the corner I had no time to climb half way up on the side walls
of thure ruis of sand and prt on rmore power and speed to carry me tnrough. DBefore
I rcatized it I vas right down in the ruls. i’y momentum was gone, I was stopped,
crovnded 212 alon;: the whole car,

Thal 's a parable to me atout the work of the Church these days. We have
teen tirouvgh some pretty bad places in the past., And probably after we have

learned our lecsson of methods to use and momentum to maintain we shall go through
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worse times in the future than we have at preseut. But if we do not look out we
are going to bLe stuck now and it will be our own fault.

We Lave our eyes on the new technical davelopments that will build a bridge
over a lot of the troubles of today, when we get in the appreaches and reroute the
road, Dut we forget that we must go throngh the old road still, Eefore we know 1t
we suall be in those old ruts over our depth and our momentum will oniy carry us
a'r.oct throura,

Light now we have gol to climb at lerst ha™f way up out of thoce ruls 4o

]

230t ourcelies ifgher. Mat I mean is that we car.ot let ourselves Just follow where
ozhers have been and trust to our welsat ic cariy” ve trrovgh, The center is too
high. e cennet rci tarooch “herising sol f-consciousness of races and nations in
Afriez, for exarnle, not the prouing avil ly to take responsitility and initiative
of the individual African werker, in the ruts of 1anding out programs and telling
them vhat te do that will "be food for them." At least half way out of those rts
we nust climb Lo cooperstive plauring, comron piccaracion and group-accented proj-
ects. .2ojecls handed doun may fail and often have, but projecss truly plarned and
acceptod by the whole zroup are carvizd throgh.

snd Lhere must be riore speed and rore covrer, It is the speed that comes
from more love, More self-rorgzetting, wore sacrificial seivice in the deronstration
of Christian corcern. lore power comce from fellovsnip and the true acceptance ~-
rot rerely lin service -- of the reality of vrotherhood, of the strength of "dwell-
ing among usg, fvll of zrace and truth," Ve need much rore o frace in our living.,

e muct have ovr activiiies really related to the truth of the present situation.
I% iz the syez¢ that comes from a rradual, steady acceleration of higher education
rakizg poscille the betler preparation cf Lfrican workers. It is the power of ac-
cepled respencinility for new tacsks bty these African neople who are developing in
their ability for leadership. 4s it is made roscible for them to taxe responsi-
bility “hey rmuct te ready to assure it.

Tt vas in the sand that I was stuck. T can truthfully say that the Chris-
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tian program here is not stuck. My conviction is that in Africa we have not only
seise enough, Lut also are giving enough attention to the present road in spite of
the temptations to give too much thought to what might be in the future, so that we
are going through. And our speed is not lecsened, We are maintaining that momen-
tun which is necesrary to carry us past the difficulties. We may slip into the
ruts comeliies, bul we get bacik up again, There may te a dragging sometimes -- even
veneing up the rwaning gear -~ but I think ve are geitting through,

2t rray with us for sirength in the arms aad shoulders to keep that vheel

pulled ur out of tle ruts and give us por'er cnough te meintain momentu,
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0y Tren‘y-five Years in Africa
Py Bichep Newell S, Tooth
Twenty~five years ago todecy we landed at Lobito on the West coast of Africa,
1n toward the interior there wound the recently opened railroad track., We travelled
~i tn2 first passenger car to go all the way from the coast of Angola to the Congo
covder and even at that we had to ttop and spend the week end half wvay. Fortunately
w. nire traveling with an old-time missionary of the Plymouth Brethren and he knew
720 there was a mission station of the Congregaticnal church right near the station
woere the train stonped.
So I spent my first birthday in Africz at the fine station of Chisamba and
tnere heard some of the music for which that stalion and region were fzmouse (It's
teen interesting to see how that musical ability has spread. One of the men who was
style.)

trained at Chiszuba has been for yecrs our musicel director at Cendoa: and his
¥ H

railroad es we went into the interior.

nephew, while a siudent at Mulungwichi, compesed some splendid hymns in the African
been inspired as I had seen the soft green grass grow out of the arid scoreched soil

My first sermon preached in the Congo was on the newness of life,

It had
pieter wasn't very much older than that.

after the fires had burned across the plains which stretched on either side of the
That sermon was given at Sandoa.

sien station there at that time was eight years old. It seemed as though my inter=-

Of coursc he was, but it was quite a thing
for even a boy of fourteen to interoret for the new missionary. Howard Printon's

Our mis=-
father and rother were away from the station so he told the story of the newness of

NOV 31955
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life that we hoped to see in Christ as the God-given qualities spring forth even out

of problems and difficulties, ignorance and superstition,
Just shortly after that I attended my first Annual Conference in Africa,

If I had known then that my life was going to be given to attending conferences

maybe I would have thought a little differently. That was the first one, but I have

lost count of how many there have been since. There started that rich fellowship
with African workers and missionary colleagues that is one of the most outstanding
characteristics of missionary life in Africa.

That night all the folks were expecting the new missionary family to arrive
and were talking about their delay. Of course we had plenty of reason to delay.
We were driving @n old Model-T Ford that had long since given up the ghost, but we
coaxed it the 275 miles from Kanene to Kapanga. It was to blame for some of the
delay, but also we had to remake two or three of those 108 bridges that used to be
between Sandoa and Kapanga., But what I started to say was, that while they were
waiting for this new family one of our Scandinavian missionaries to whom the final
sound of —~th was always difficult said, "I hope the Boot's will fit." Well,
vhether they fitted or not they certainly were taken into that family fellowship
and even though in the three and half years to come we were the only missionaries
on that station and sometimes would go months without seeing eany white faces other
than our own we still felt the reality of that fellowship. And above all we had
the continuing friendship of our African workers at Kanene.

As I look back through the twenty-five years and also look ahead to the
years that are coming I do feel that there is nothing more important than that
fellcwship. So many problems can be selved by it. Our big problems of relation-
ship between the Africans and those who come from the ocutside are made possible of
solution when on both sides fellowship in Christ is real. The problems of inter-
relationship between our missionariecs in the right little community of our mission
stations are resolved when the depth of fellowship makes that stronger than dif-

ferences of opinion or of methods. In the great problems the African people face
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as the disrupting, disintegrating forces of modern industrialism and medern communi-
cation break up the communal life that they knew in the past, the stability of
fellowship as Christians can provile them with the means for facing new days., Actu-
ally goverrment itself is more the matter of fellowship than it is of rules. It is
rore of friendship between people than it is of observance of regulations,

Much is changed since that landing in Lobito twenty~five years ago. Lobito
tiea wos a few strangling and small houses at the end of a railroad line, but now is
a “hriving port. Elis2bethville for which we were heading was a twenty-year-old
young town and now is a city cf more than 125,000 in the heart of a most important
section o the mining industry of the world, Then our Congo Methodium in the two
Confcrencec had a beginning of dout sixteen years. Now it has come to the plzce
w..ere 1 have already orcdained a son of an orcdained minister and the two Conferences
hove met the full qualifications of the Discipline to be Annual Conferences and this
vear both will be electing their delegates to the General Conference,

And so it has been across Africa. Tuwenty-five ycars in the life of this con-
tinent has trought as many changes as many of the older parts of the world saw in
centuries. Yet fundamentally the same motivation of Christian missions drives us on.
That is the establishment of fellowship in Chrict. Of course the particular methods
and the details of working out that motivation change, Now we have African district
superintendentss We have an African student working on his Master's degree at London
University. We héve young Africans preparing for service as physicians. Literally
thousands of young men and women are teaching their young brothers and sisters in
our schools. We have a church that in many places has met the full hundred per cent
of self-support of its ministry and has undertaken the cooperative taske of Confer-
ence and world Christianity. It is a thrill vhen we see such veople tringing their
gifts for their small pert in the budget of the World Council of Churches through
the Interdenominational Fund set up last quadrennium by our General Tonference,

Yes, methods and details have changed, but for 2,500 years, not only 25,

tiiere can be no change in the great need to strengthen across all kinds of boundar-

ies that d2-ide, the followship we find when we are new creatures in Christ, g
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The Christmas Village

By Esma Rideout Booth
Elizabethville, Belgian Congo

kancru walked away from the group of men around the fire in great disgust.
Not old enough to go to work in the mines! How foolishi He was taller than his
brother, and stronger than his father who was little and shriveled, but was going
back for his fifth period of eighteen months. Right after Christmas the men
would go and he would be left with the women and children and old men.

Cutside the small village of grass roofed houses Wandru stopped and looked
across the fields. Through the coconut palms he could see the blue of the Indian
Ocean and the fishermen working with their nets.

"Stey and help your mother this year," his father said. "jext year will
be time enough to go."

Thet was it. Someone must stay in the little village. Then let it be his
brother who hed already been to the mines once and who talked loudly, alternating
compleaints of the hard living with stories of the fun and excitement of the big
cxvr»  Yet when the recruiting men had come to sign names he had been the first
to see that his was written.

The drum was calling the people from the little clusters of houses to
come to churche Wandru frowneds It was time to practice the Christmas play.

Far and wide the village was known as the Christmas village. On Christmas
worning the people would come to their village to see the story of the first
. vistmus playeds Until today he had been looking forward to it with all his

hicot, but suddenly it seemed of no account.
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He turned slowly toward the village. After all he was the head shepherd,
and would have to answer all kinds of questions if he did not show ups That was
the trouble with his village; everyone was always going to church and there was
little else to do. He would like to see everything and ochoose what he would do
for himself.

But the practice was fun and for a while Wandru forgot his anger as he
sang and acted the Christmas story. It was the story as it would have happened
in his own tribe as the villagers gathered to rejoice over the new baby. The
wives of the shepherds left their mortars and pounding sticks when they heard
the grest news and hurried with baskets of food to place them before the child,.
To these wise men, gold, frankincense, and myrrh were only words, Gifts o® rice,
réunuts, coocnuts, a chicken; these were what would help the Holy Family.

But when the prectioce was over and the village quiet for the night the
disquieting thought came back to Vandru ard he lay awake a long time. Early in
the morning he dressed in the best clothes he could find which included his
brother's shirt end went out of the house. No one was in the yvard excent his
mother who looked at him in surorise, but gave him some cf the food left from the
night before.

"I am going to the traders to buy my trousers,” he explained to here.

"That is good," said his mother, "but do not stay long for it will not go
We. L with the Christmas play if you are not hereo"

"I will be back," he promised. He walked down the path between the
coconut palms. In his pocket he carried the money he had earned at fishing the
lust few weeks. There was not much since most of it hed gone to the family for
food, but he had saved encugh to buy & pair of trousers at the traderse.

It was pleasant on the path in the early morning. Vandru passed by little
ctusters of houses and waved to friends or stopped for a few minutes to chat, but
Uy 11d morning he was in the big village near the bay. he walked along the sandy

shrre end watched the sail boats. A4t the store Wandru looked from one thing to
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anothers In the end he would certainly buy the trousers for he needed them very

much, but it was pleasant to spend his money in imagination over and over. It
lasted longer that way. Wwhat fun it would be to take his sister a string of the
red beads, and his mother would like one of the shiny pans. Some time he would
buy a lantern and heve light whenever he wanted it. The store was full of folks
and there were many boys in the yard. He talked and laughed with them, meeting
old friends and making new ones. In the afternocon he saw a young man from one

of the other villages whom he had met before.

"Come with me," invited Mburi. "I am going to see friends at the other
end of the village. It is moonlight tonight and there will be games arnd dancing."

Wiandru hesitated. He should buy his trousers and walk home in the cool of
the afternoon. There would be moonlight in his own village too, but there would
be little dancing. They would practice Christmas sengs around the fire; there
would be a few games and stories and then a quiet nizht. But only for a moment
did lLandru think of practicing for the play before he followed his friend. Fer-
haps he was not old enough to go to tne mines, but certainly now and then he
should have an evening away from his ewn village. Mburi's friends geve him food
ard he laughed and talked with the men. As soon as it was dark the fun began.

At first Vendru watched and then he joined the others. The wine made from the
palm was passed, but he refused it.

"4h, it is good," said Lburi. "It makes you dance better. Try it my
frierd«" Vyandru, remembering the many warnings that his father had given him,
took only a swallow to be polite, but as the drums went on and the dance grew
viilder he was hot and took longer and longer drinks. By midnight he was laughing
With the rest and did not know or care whether he drank or note. When they could
dance snd driny ne morc hc and Lburi lay down on tne porch of the house and slept.

When Wardru awoke it was late in the morning., His hesd and whole body
ached. The villaze that was so full of merriment the night before was very quiet.
Mburi was nowhere to be seen. Only a woman here and there had roused herself to

tuke care of the children.
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"I will buy my trousers and go home," thought Viandru. He felt in his
pPocket and was not greatly surprised to find it empty. He turned both his
pockets wrong side oute Well, if a man was fool enough to drink until he digd
not know what he was doing and to lie down in a drunken villege, could he expeot
to find his money? Perhaps Mburi who knew he had it had tsken it, but if he
ever saw him again he could not prove ite. Peorhaps it was one of the villagers.
He looked around wondering if it would be any use to protest. There were shouts
at one end of the street and a man came running followed by another. For a few
rinutes Wandru watched the fight. The blows and curses grew louder, and folks
came from the houses. Vandru looking into one face after another decided g~
gainst inguiring about his money. These men and women did not look like the
people of his village. He went quickly, slipring behind one house after another
and breathed more freely when he was on the path that led into the trees.,

There was no use in going to the store agesin and Vandru walked toward
home. The sun was hot and he was sick. ke lay down und slept in the shede and
then in the late afternoon he continucd his walk. In a Streem under the trees
he took off his clothes and swam around until his body at least felt clean. His
clothes were dirty and he looked at the long tear on the shoulder of hisg brother's
shirt with apprehension. Wwhen did that happen?

His own village was cool and pleasant with the houses hidden among, the
~>Im trees. 4 song came out to him from the church, They were having the last
practice of the Christmas play exnd he had not been there to help. He knew
his part though and was here in time for Christmass

"Silent night, Holv night,

AT 15 Caln, all is bright."

The words came sirong and clear. If the bastor knew where he had becn,
would he want him to be in the play? He could not be & shepherd. How could he
oring his gift to the Christ shild?

But on Christmas morning l.andru sat with the other shepherdse
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"You cen't leave the play now," the pastor had said when he had gone to him.
"Come ard bring your gift." Wandru thought of the words that the pastor had
spolien about the biggest gift one could bring. The Christmas story went on.
The angels sang to the shepherds and they went to find the ohild, The shep-
rerds told the village people who hurried to see this wonderful thing that had
happened in their midst. The wise men came with their gifts. Then the pastor
stood up to speuak.

"This is the village where we have Christmas. There are many other
villages around vhere people do not know that Christ is born., In all our
country tuere are many who do not care about this day. 1In the city there are
those who know, but de not worship. It will not mrtter to us whether he was
born long ago in Bethlehea or not if he does not live in our village."

Warndru moved uneasily &as he thought of the village where he had spent the
night. But the preacher's voice was going on and he listened as he had never
listened before. "To live in our village his spirit must live in our hearts
end mirds. Only in that way cen he walk the paths of our country and live in
the other villuges., Let us bring our gifts, and not forget the greatest gift,
our lives.™

Wardru bcwed his head. Uherever he went from now on from this little
7illage where Christmas was celebrated Christ vould go with him. In his heart
(.1 /st whose birth they were celebrating this day could walk the paths cf the

szuatry and in his lif'e would go to the mines of the city.
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african Voices on the Radio

VYewell 5. EFooth

Tt is an amazing thing that when I turn on the radio I hear Africzn voices.
Right now I am not thinking about *he fact that a member of our klisabethville
Church was interviewed in Jew York recently; or that a laror leader for Iast Africa
has spoken to the United States about the situation in his country; or that the
voice of the Prime ninistcr of a new nalion in Jest Africa circles the globe at the
founding ceremcnices of his country. What arazes re is to hear africans talking to
themselves.,

T have just twirl-d the dial of the racdio and listened in, In Llisabheth-
ville tonight, the language is Swahili, last night it was Luba and tomorrow it will
be Femba. 1wo days ago it was Fuund. Then I listcned to Leopoldville to a lingua
franca, Thsiluba. 1 flew across the whole continent, and over at Dar-es~-zalem they
were using the Fast Coast version of 3wahili down to Southern Rhodesia, I heard the
news in Shonu and tack in ‘lortrerm Fhodesic, Famba vas the medium. There were two
other languages 1 did not reccgnize =-- one probably e Lyasaland *ongue and another
was loct in the Jjokcs of a2 play. #nd all of thot I did in ten minutes! I know
thnt miother nicht Leepoldville will be taiking in Kikorgo and latler in Lingala.

Flignkbethviile uscs other vernaculars anc co do these otneyr stations. Alco alricar

)

:re talking to each other in knglish, French, Afrikaans and other furopean lan-
PULE (G
There is a new focus :or the people of Africa, It is that reiterated, per-

cistent, persuasive voice from the radic ctation. It rrovides a lirk, tclling the
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cvents from one corner to *the olher region, It answers letters, gives information,
providcs worid news, repeats dircctions, furnishes the o0ld folk music and sometimes

conducts church services. Iariier one had to travel to know what went on among the

reople afar, How it is possible to sit at home and iknow all thingse.

cubv i% is all tribal, iach station uses four or five differcnt lanfusoos.
On Tucsdayr at scven ¢t @ speeinl pleece on the dial I can hear atout my paeople,
ther doys and aours are for the others. 1 have nothine to dowith them.s The
tribcl "We -= They" protrudes. These arc the words of my language about mv people.
So I will listecn "cxt woek at the same time, same place.”

Fach gtation docs maxe an attomp? to tie all togcther by using the Luronheun

Trnguage o7 Lthe country.  Put actually 211 that docs is ‘o emphasize the fordipmnes-

of the attempt for unity. So fow con rually follow ~hat is said. Cften they un-

3

derstand theo words but when they puuse to put them together Lo gut meaning, the
voice gocs incxoratly one  The next idees cre nisscd,  The final result is a vry
paeriial and confuscd impression. Soxctimes the confusion lcads to complcetce misun-

duerstanding. So froquently helf underctarding is rmisundcrstanding.

n force for unity. It is the focus

[N

S0, still the Christiun church is th. ;o
for the people of africa.  The fellowehip of ¢ folloicr of Christ reaches ot to th
next ard to the nuxt and tribel boundarics cre ovi.r-lirapcd. rorsoncl contamis re-
inforce docper undersianding, as I writc this, africins from a dezen irib.s arc
mcetine in the Conpo Frot:stzat Courcil ith 2 cormon conc.rn und z common love,

Tre troaderasiing of the Spirit of God *hrow, h “le lives of people s thot "which

haide he worid -- 'nd africa -- wog. rort

. . —— T W mr apy w—

[
2
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The Greatest Need of Africa

By Bishop lewell S, Booth
Elisabethville, Belcian Congo

The greatest singie nced in Africa tcday is the strengthening of the
educutlonal facilities for the training of aAfrican pursons for positions of out-
starding scrvice (o their own people.

There is a great eagerness for eduwation. Schools filled to overflowing,
That engerness necds to be channeled so thet it becores more tran Jjust wantine to
get ever more and more y-ars of school in order to receive a certificate assuring
a higher paid job. It must becerme a reninss to s.rve onss ovwn people to the best
of one's ability.

There is unuerstancaole irp: tience amoens the school ponulaticr. and the
parents., The stream of ezger pupils gets thruct throu'h a restricted and ever
smaller cranrel, The reciriction be-ins 1ith ihe very lotest lcvel, when the boys
and girls finisl, the [irst section of the prirery school, that is two ycars, there
are not ~noww third grades for all wl.o lave prssed mnd wart o -o on; sorie just
Fave to be squeezed out. when tl'e [L0th year is finished, there are only a few

*

places where they can pet the rest of tne studies reeded to prepare lor hi-h
schoel, 2nc £c it reegy the hih sehoerl poolell oo is Cnly o smicia Traciion of the
people vho vart and coul ! profit by sceoidiay oducaticn. Tre same is true of
various nrofessieaal ard trade relonle or the higi> sch.ool 1 v+l or even below that
lrvels  And fer undversity educativn, ti i - wii can be for nlrroa Limitea few,

hnd yet the responsibilitiecs 1ot rust be carried in the next decaldes

by the prople in Arrica are tremrnocas, The African poorls ruct be traincd for
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those responsibilities. If it is truly to become an education for responsibility,
it must be an education centered in the Chrictian ideal of service., There must be,
along with the formation of skills and the acquiring of necessary knowledge, the
development in character and the vwillingness to accept responsibility for makine
the life of others more abundant. So there is a very large place that must be
filled by schools of the Christian chureh -- a* ever;r level. The number of edu-
cators who are available in our own Meth. ist program in the various countries of
Africa where ve are at work is very rucl below *he number actually now needed to
carry on the pro~rar which is already under way. The need is to brine up the
personrel for those schools and then also *o look forward to a real increase, par-
ticularlv in the higher levels of ecucational work.

The vorld church would be very wise <o pour in qualified personnel this
next fev yvears for the education for respcnsibility in Africa. Africa is taking
an increased part in the lile of the wvorld. It is to the interest of all to see
that that part be an intelli:ent ore, a trained one, a responsible one, and also
one with a background of Jhric ian cducation,

This is a frank appcal ror helo from trained Christian cducators from
outside Africa to "come over and helo ug.," OF course, the whele church can help
to cenc them and give the wherevithal for thex to carry on the work. I would like
¢very reaacr of this message to consider just Low he or she can help Africa te
educite 'or responsibility. We would all be glad to show you how if you will

write to us,

- ' ' -
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Report: FKatanrea

By Newell S. Booth and Keaneth 8. Jones

-—

(Zditor's Note: This report of the violence in September between
troops of the United Nations and Katanga was prepared by two ase
tute Methodist observers in "lisabethville, capital of satanga,
Bishop Leoth, as bishop ol the Tlisabethville Area, heads the
ilethodist work in Katanga. #r. Jones is a missicnary to the Congo,
a minister and former journalist,)

Tou will rejoice with us at the neus that during the recent strugzgle be-
tueen the United Nations forces and those of Katanga no harm has befallen any
Iethodist missicnary family or any African worker, although several have
iived through sorme precarious moments, The breakdown of communications with
the outside world has caused much anxiet in Arerica concerning our well-being,
but we give thanks to our Father in Heaven who has kept us all in His care,

Several missionaries have teen at uors in Katanpa for a great number of
years, and through their eyes a perspective is possible that may shed scme light
on the events of the jpast few rontls, and riore especially, events of tue days
of conflict in Sentember,

The ¥atanza prevince -f the former "clgian Congo is so rich in mineral re—
sources that 60 per cent of all rewvenucs for t..e operation of i1he colonial ade-
ministration wagc derived frorm this one province. That is to say, the Katanpa
bore »ore than half tne ccst of adrinistering all six provinces of the former
Belpian Congo, This mineral wealth created an industrial complex that resvlted
in a more hiphly developed civilization in Katanga than anyvhere in the Congo,
except Leopoldville,

‘hen the government of the Republic of Congo under the late Patrice Lumumba
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broke down into chaos and panic and at the same time began to show active in-
terest in obtaining assistance of every kind from the Communist-bloc countries,
leaders in Katanga became fearful of future developrents,

President lioise Tshombe of the provincial government of Katanga, supported
by the majority of his people and probably encouraged by European investors in
his province, proclaimed the independence of Katanga from the Leopoldville regime
and announced the creation of the independent state of Katanga. Soon his govern-
ment issued Katanga currency, and letters were being mailed with bright new
Katanga postage stamps,

Through all the past year, except for the few hours of the early revolt
across all the Congo, there has been no violence or demonstrations agairst the
European population, White and African residents have lived, worked and shared
educational and recreational facilities on an integrated basis, As more and rore
f.fricans assumed irportant pos*s in the Katanga administration, they cortinued
the trend of purchasing heres in every section of the city, until today there is
no section of the city which: could be called an exclusively white man's settle-
rment.,

The Tshombe government has been unable to pet reco~nition as a sovereign
state, Ilembers of the United l'ations have felt a lo.alty to follow the Security
Courcil resolution calling for the wnification of the Congro and the ending of
the Katanga ’“secession."

Heanvkile, the free vorld has seen Yatanga continue an economy t-.at
flourichec, vithout interruption ‘o norral business and industrial operationc,

The build~up of Llhe United Hations forces in Katanpa, ostensibly to prevent
the euthreak of civil war, had the irreodiste recult cf creating wrest and in-
security Loilh aron; the African and Turopean residents. United yatiens insistence
vpon the removali of Belsgian adminictrative technicians infuriated the 4fricans
who knew that they needed guidance and the Iurcpeans who were interested in the
cocperative developrent of the countiy.

Feeling was heightened as United Nations forces were progressively withdrawn
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from trovbled areas of the Congo, and the number of troops on duty in peaceful
Katanga became alarming. Of 20,000 United Nations troops in the Congo operation,
12,000 are on duty in Katanga where there had been no scrious outbreaks of
violence,

lihen early in the morning of September 13, the United Nations forces stormed
and captired the main post office and telephone exchange tuilding, occupied the
airport and silenced the {atanga povernrent radio station, full=-scale warfare
began between the units of the United iations and the Katanga army. All cormune

ications uith the outside world were cut by the U,li., and all cormercial air-
line services to Elisabethville were cancelled,

United Fations vehilcles circvlating in the city were fired on by Katanga
troops ard by enraged Furopean snipers as vell, and the consequent spray of
bullets made travelling on the city streets extremely dangerous, People were
afraid to report to their jobs, Businessmen werc unable to open their sliops
because of the danger and also for lack of clients, Business and industry were
immediately paralyzed. All schools were closed,

Road blocks were establiched by United Fations and Katanga military units,
everyone was suspect, and all vehicles were thoroughly searched for arms and
arrunitions Our rissionary cars did, houever, continue to circulate, maintaining
contact uith our people,

One icek before the shooting started, te United l'ations had offered nro-
tection to the Luba-Kasai people within the confincs of the U.I%. carp, witih the
promise of repatriation to the “asai, ZRuwiers of a war to ccrme were rarpant.,

Iere thar 30,C00 creuded into an area rnol g al L. six city blocks, uhere there
were no facilities fer feeding, chelter or sanitayr, necessity,

Families hudaled to~ether under the stars at rizht, keoring one eye on their
hastilv saihered vorldly possessions. Tortunately, this is still the dry seascn,
and thkere is no daneer of rain until late in Cctober, Nevertheless, vvomen have
borne babies in *he cnpen air without adequate redical care, ad the outbreak of

epideric is a cons’ant threat, All this has been aggravated by the tragic death
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of some women and children from stray bullets falling within the camp,

IMfissionaries, citizens!' cormittees and Katanga government agercies have been
secking to discover vays of ministering to these unfortunate thousands, but any-
one who approaches the camp is subject to violence,

These Luba-‘asai people who have come throush the years to the Katanga are
not to be confused--as they often are by journalists—~with the 3aluba-Fatansa
who have always been in Katanga and who themselves are divided betueen those
loyal to and participating in the government of President Tshombe--and others
who mcke un a part of the rolitical opposition to that governrment,

The provisional cease-fire arranged between President Tshombe and linited
Mations representatives has made possible the opening of shops and resump*ion
of work, and pedestrians are once more to be seen on the cit 's streets but
the problem of the 30,0C0 homeless refugees cannot be solved by a cease-{ire,

President Ts!ombe has scnt urgent armeals to the Luba-Kasal people, asking
them to return to their hores and jobs and assuring them of their personal sare-
ty, but verbal assurances uill not suffice to cuell their fears., He has also
urged his ncople to receiwve tiom vell or their return.

A program of renatriation to their native Kasai nrovince would only deliver
then to an area wniere starvation is alread” taking i‘s toll ard vhere there are
no job opportunities in a predeminantly rural village, agricultural regcion, llany
have already refused reratsia*tion ty rail for fear of hostile at*acks upon the
train as it stops evervy few mil2s alens the 100 mile journey. The "nited Nations
does not have an air-1ift capacity of such proportion as wculd be necded tc re-
patriate 35,C0C0 1 cople,

Zurin: all 1,35 perica of puysical dancer, emoiional stress and versonal
insecurity, the Christian churches have hald wp to Lhe pernle tleir cneness in
Christ, the bretherhecd thi~t neenle of all fiias share through faith §n 4 e
Redeerer, Laily prayer services have leen bold in all the churchzs and in rany

private hcres, and e feel tha!l a clecar Chrisiian vitness is being rade,
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The mission of the Church is not to choose sides in temporal political
affairs, but to illuminine current events by the licht of Christ's Gospel,
The Church of Jesus Christ has been at work in Katanga for more than 50
years, and it will, by the Grace of God, continue to minister to men and women
of every race and tribe. Her present task in Katanga, as in her ministry to

Christian friends in America, is to proclaim the truth of Christ,

ate
.
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Preachin;: Missions Deep in Afriea

By Bishop Newell S, Booth
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————

Preaching Missions in the '"advance for Christ and His Church?® certainly have
variety,

I could not help but think of the contrast between the one held in Wesley
Church, Worcester, and the one to which I was speaking at Tunda last Sunday, We
went out eighty-five miles from Quessua into a relatively untouched section of the
lialange District. 1 stood under a tree and as I spoke I could look Just across to
the cattle roaming on the outer edge of the crowd. The women had the most original
hair-dos, braided in all kinas of twists and plastercd down with the oil of the
castor bean and decorated with tassles, or beads, or even buttons sewed on and safety
pins stuck in, Their bodies also glistened from the same oil. One little baby girl
had it runnirg down from her tight little braids as the sun warmed up the oil! The
chief was there in his tight woven skull-cap and a cast-off Royal Air Jiorce coat,
i’03t of the men were away on contracti labor,

The building used for a church was way Loo small to hold all who wanted to
attend. So they sat on the ground as they listened to us. The pastor, 5t, Thomas
Lones, has been there only a few months, but already the people could sing song after
song right through all four or five verses, and not a one had a hymn book, (We are
still waiting to get & new edition printed.) But they could not have read if they
had books! And they joined reverently in the lLord's Frayer after the testimonies
wnd prayers of the Bible School students who had gone with us,

Such a congregation is also part of the breaching Mission in the "Advance,'

Sometimes I wonder how one world can hold such different groups. why must these of
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God's children wait so long for the Gospel and have so little -- no books, few
clothes, poor food, little comfort, inadequate housing, no school, And yet they were
the favored ones of the trip for they had a pastor living with them, Seven times we
stopped in villages on the way back, 4ll of them asking for teachers, and there is
no morey to send them, nor workers trained to send, One chief waved his hands dra-
matically as he said, ".je must have a pastor right down here," and he pointed to the

cound between us, He was not content vwith Pastor lopes miles away so that his
visite could only be very infrequent, The children gathered around, mothers with
little ones on their backs came closer, the men stood behind, They listened to the
Lible School students sing and to us as we spoke. Then they knelt with us and re-
peating the Lord's irayer by phrase after us they talked to the Father of Love of
whom they had just hcard. ®and othcr sheep I have, which are not of this fold, them
also 1 must bring." The burden of our message was that their Father wants them to be
like Him and share His concern for righteousness,

And to them can be given the more abundant life if we but have the means and
staff to chanmnel God's love to them and help them become workers together with him,
It is coming, as we saw in the two fine churches fifty miles back towards Quessua,
The whole atmosphere was different, And the chapels which they have built in the
center of their villages and the life that flows from them have had much to do with
the change, 4nd yet even there we find so much still to do. Many are still 3illit-
erate, There is much disease, Farming methods are primitive. But in spite of it
all I have the temerity to tell the Bible students in my daily class in the Gospel
ol John: "] have accomplished the work thou hast given me to do" and "greater works
than thece shall yc do," and I guess I still Lelieve them, Jesus has done his part,
now it is up to us to do ours, Thai part i. to train Africans so that they may take
responsibility in these things,

Last Sunday we went t o three churches in the other direction. The week be-
fore I gave a daily series on (ur Faith at the six-day district conference here. The
week previous I had gone out for a week-end conference of the Ilalange district, e

are trying hard to advance with Christ and His Church out here, The folks are ready
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to use the light they have, and as I work with these pastors and teachers 1 am con-
vinced that they have a lot and can do a lot,

At the staff meeting we planned ways in which we could help them be prepared
to do more, Ue talked about a literacy campaign with Dr, Lauhach; ways to arrange
for a normal class; a short course for student teachers; a library and reading room
for the African staff; an institute for all teachers of the schools for the begin-
ning of the year; and courses like this one I have been giving in John as refresher
studies for the men and women in service. I have been pleased with the response to
tiidis course. e invited the staff to join with the Bible School students, Every
single one responded and we have had almost 100% attendance at all forty-seven hours

of the course, with good participation in class, and a lot of outside preparation.
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The Preaching Mission Penetrates Afrieca
By Bisho A .
ville, Belgian Congo

Five days in the Dembos area of Portuguese Angola, africa, is a

thrilling experience,...

We have just come down out of the hills after a series of mass meet-
ings in the advance preaching mission. Ralph Dodge planned four sub—district con—
ferences under the leadership of four of his ministers. We spent a day at each one,
Those men have done a grand job in organizing everything. Most of the churches
have missionary guest houses, We stayed overnight in some of them. At all of the
places these african hosts served us splendid meals in the Portuguese style.

But there was something else which impressed us. It was that the
Dembos prayed. (In the language of this country a chief is called a Dembo and the
land takes its name from them.) At almost every service when I finished preaching
it was a Dembo who was called upon to lead in prayer, Many of them are very fine
members of the church, One is the lay leader of his sub-district. One time a good
many years ago a contrary official came to him with a gun and a demijohn of wine.
He said that he had heard this Dembos was a Protestant and refused to drink wine.
He ordered the soldier to point the gun at the chief and told the chief to drink or
die, The answer was "I would rather die." Three times the official repeated the
order, but then he had to back down and leave. This Dembo of Mufuque enjoyed the
meetings se much this time that after attending one in his own section he rode with
us in the truck to attend another.

At every place there were at least three or four Dembos and many of
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their village headmen. I really should have brought along the special Dembe hat,
cane and leopard skin that the Great Dembo presented me when he hailed me as a
Dembo at conference time.

The Dembos prayedi There 1s a lot of meaning in that., This real
interest in the Gospel by these leaders in the 1life of the region is one of the
min reasons far the rapid spread and firm establishment of the church in this part
of angola, They have given up their plural wives; they have done what chiefs in
other parts of africa have said was impossible and have abandoned the customs of
the ancients in their work as chiefs and accepted the ways of Christianity. They
still wear their strange assortment of various uniforms and old helmets and blankets
and skins and draped clothes, but they kneel humbly as they enter the church and

pause in prayer before they take their seats.

Action After Praler

And they follow their prayers with actions. After Senhor Rodrigues,
our Portuguese educational warker, spoke at one conference the leading Dembo got up
and pledged that he and his people would dn what was asked of them in building and
equipping proper schools for their children. This time when I went to the Dembos
I found a church, a parsonage and a guest house at the centers. Next time in every
large village I expect to find in addition to these a school and a teachers! home.
The Dembos have responded and they will carry it through.

There is a new faith in the community and in the place of the church
that is heartening to see. There is a real opportunity in the Dembos to build com-
manities of love around the church as a center. I hope we are going to be able to
back these Dembos with facilities for training leadership, with equipment, and with
adequate extension service which, even though they may be willing, are beyand their
capacity to provide when the daily wage of the people is only about ten cents per

day}

At the northernmost meeting we went ten miles off the road over a path

for the car that the people had made in order to bring in their doctor and their

L
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missionary. The village of Colwa is the nearest point in a great circuilt cast out
among steep hills and deep valleys. The minister in charge of the circult came
from his home thirty miles away, He came on foot with his wife and children, with
his whole young people's choir of forty voices and a good delegation of his people,
He was afraid the local church might not have enough chairs so his people carried
chairs for the Bishop and the missionaries for thirty miles. I felt like David
with the water from the wells of Bethlehem. The chair was almost too sacred with
friendly courtesy to sit upon, All that walking, that carrying of chairs and of
dishes, that attention to details of boiled water, sterilized goats! milk, de-—boned
chicken for lunch, were all indications of how much these african folk of the hills
love their religion and the people like us who represent it to them....

Preaching in Luanda

Wwhen we came down out of the Dembos to Luanda there was quite a con-
trast with the modern city and paved streets with what we had just seen. There was
also quite a contrast between the services of the Preaching Missions in the lLuanda
district, One series was in the cosmopolitan atmosphere of the city congregation
with a score of African tribes and some Portuguese listening., There are rapid de-
velopments in the city that call for a lot of help, especially in getting a
Christian Center started out where the people live, There is an eagerness about the
people there that challenges a preacher. They can still get the message even if it
does gn through two "interrupters'....

But that alecrtness was nothing to what we found out in the district at
Calomboloco. People were gathered from all over the sub-distriet in a colorful
crowr under two intertwining trees with fascinating masses of aerial roots. There
vere twon interesting firsts as far as languapge was concerned. For the first time I
gave several sentences in Kimbundu and then Julio Joao Miguel, the pastor of that
great circuit, translated directly from English into Kimbundu. It must have given
him a thrill to do that for the first time in his own home town, with his father in
the congrepgation. He has been studying English so that he can go tn Canada next

year as a delegate of the Evangelical Alliance to the Conference of the World
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Council of Christiun Education.

Last Sunday the Preaching Mission shifted to Quela in the Malange
district. Quela is situated on a high bluff overlooking an ancient lake bed
hundreds of square miles in area. From the bluffs and valley people had walked up
to thirty miles to be there. The local congregation pushes out the sides of the
church. This crowd packed it tighter than I have ever seen a building packed.

The people have started a fund to build a new church. It should be big enough to
seat five hundred., I wish I could promise them money for a roof. The congregation
was big; the leading chief of the country was there and, being a sincere Christian,
led in prayer (his son is a student in the Bible School); the singing was enthusi--
astic; all the pastors of the sub—district attended; it was grand to preach on "Our
Faith",

A _Home of Quality

But there was something more impressive than all that. It was the
home of the pastor. I began to sense the quality of that home when I took the
little daughter from her mother's arms and baptized her. We found out more of it
when the pastor and his wife would not let us eat the lunch we had brought, but
ushered us into their simple but spotless home to serve us, but we asked them to
eat with us. Then the children t.ool: over the service., They were so efficient and
attractive that I began to ask questions abnut these two who were serving us with
delicilous soup and roast chicken and rice, There were six children in all. The
oldest one, Samuel, finished his primary education last year and is assistant
teacher in his Dad's schonl now just hoping for a chance to go to a higher school,
He may have the opportunity next year if Maria Helena, his thirteen-year-old sister
passes the government exams. Then she can teach while he goes on. She is just as
bright and pretty and helpful as you would see anywhere, I certainly would like to
be able to offer scholarships so that both of them could prepare for service in the
church, They have never studied anywhere except with their father in the school at

Quela, He has been pastor there since the church was first opened in 1936 and has
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built up such a fine schonl that even the government officials have sent thelr
children to him — and yet there is so little in the way of equipment. Just a de-
voted pastor and his wife and a thoroughly cooperative Christian home.

Just a few vears ago Sr. Manuel was a little ragged boy from one of the
poorest homes near Quessua, and Dona Abrigada was a girl in the "School of lLove"
there, These after results validate all the work done for their education,

On the way home we stopped at Kambo, the church of one of the loecal
preachers who was with us at Quela, But we found out that his absence did not make
a great deal of difference. Hls wife took charge. He is a mason and a carpenter
and is away much of the time., Dona da Rosa called the people into the chapel, led
the singing with a good voice, led in prayer and then translated for Mr. Klebsattel
as he spoke to the people in Portuguese, Really she is the pastor. s we left she
hurried from the house to give some money to Miss Cross to buy something for her
two girls who are following their mother'!s example by studying in the "School of
Love". And she said, "Da-lhes nossos comprimentos." ("Give them greetings from

us.") She is a real mother as well as a pastor.

e =50
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"We Hold Conference 'Cn the Top' of the Worldt"

By Bishop Newell S.. Baoth..
Elisabethville, Belgian Congo

We are way up on top of the world in the Dembos.

This is the hill where in the olden times there dwelt the witches and the
spirits. But now it has become a historic place. As far as I know this is the first
time in Africa that an annual conference has met at any place other than a mission
station. But here we are! At least fourteen of us missionaries are here, The rest
will come tomorrow,

But what a day to get here! I have driven over 150 miles of the worst road
I have ever travelled, I thought I had seen things that were pretty bad before. I
have been in the Dembos before, We have slithered through the mud from Kapanga to
Lubondai. I had crossed those roads from Kambini north to Mambone and on to Rhedesia,
The roads in the Rhodesia reserves and up to Chikwiza are really something! I have
ridden from Luanda over the road to Ambriz and un to Leopoldville, Back in '34 1
took Dr, Hopkins over the road from Saurimo to !.alange and across no-man's-land from
(uibokolo to kibentele into the Congo. 1 have plowed through the sand out to the
villages in iocambique, I have twisted and skidded around the impossible curves and
grades from Lusambo to }inga,

But none of them match the road over which I put the Ndeke yesterday, Only
150 miles, but it took me thirteen hours to make it, It is true that we stopped for
a couple of services at Caxito and Xikabu, but that took enly an hour and a half,

And we paused about a half hour for lunch. But the other eleven hours we were push-

ing right along. Once for about 50 feet I got up to 25 miles an hour, I felt as
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though I were speeding! We had done better than that the first 40 miles., We made
that in two hours, Some of it was even paved. But the next hundred miles were som~
thing to dream about!

There were washed-out chasms down the middle of the road which we had to
straddle, hoping that they would not branch or get too wide and that we would not
slip into them., Some of them would almost do for garage pits under the car, Once
when I was avoiding one such, I met a truck coming down the steep grade hugging the
same bank I was on. But it was his side, so I had to take off at right angles right
across the ditch to the other side of the road and do it quickly,

There were literally hundreds of rocks in the roads too high for the Ndeke to
straddle. I had to avoid them all., When they were just properly placed you can
imagine the snake tracks I made going back and forth across the road, Often they were
on a grade which would never pass at a road-builders! convention. The makers of this
road never heard of a maximum 9% grade!

Some of the patches were terrific, Three times I had to go so slowly to
avoid rocks that I slowed too much to make the grade and had to back around down to
try it again. There were times that we stood on our nose going down to little
streams and then had to turn back up so sharply that there was not room for the
length of the car. I had to stand on my tail and wriggle armd scrape along, Then we
would come up over such a sharp rise that the hood stood between the driver and the
road, I would not dare to go on without seeing the rapidly falling~away road on the
other side, for there were often big holes or high rocks.

liost of the time I had tc ride the rough center ridges, for trucks had worn
the ruts too deep, I was very conscious of the soft underside of the car, particu-
larly where the gas tank hung low, I winced as though I scraped myself everytime I
wiscalculated,

At streams we had to get out and move rocks around, either to fill holes or
remove dangerously high sharp points. and then going rocking through, we hoped we
would make it, There were mud and water holes that we hoped were not too deep in the

ruts nor too soft on the shoulders, There was a bridge whose supports were gone, We
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unloaded and watched from underneath as each car went over, There were four of them
in the party. The station wagon and carry-allstook much of the luggage and extra
gas., I had five ladies -- about half a ton of us -~ in my car, And all this through
country of amazing beauty.
After such a day it was surely grand to get a good sleep, The African folks
here have done marvels in getting ready for the Conference, They have built a large
pise house with a central living room and four bedrooms.
"Bishpoo" have one to himself'!
as well as grass roof for a men's dormitory.
and chicken,
ing kitchen,
ing.

They have insisted that the

Then there is another house as big with grass walls
and coffee,

The folks served us a nice dinner last night of meat stew and then potatces
They have built a grass and palm-branch dining room and separate serv-
One of the ministers! wives is taking charge of the cooking and serv-

She continued with the good job this morning at breakfast with fruit, porridge

There are other houses for the visiting pastors! the crowds of people who
are expected will put up very temporary shelters for themselves,

gether from a proflingate hand in uncalculated beauty,

From every side you can look across to the peaks and valleys, tumbled to-
among palms, mangoes and citrus fruit trees,

Cn t he hill jtself these
buildings and the massive church -- at least a hurdred feet by thirty —- are built
driven into the ground.

The benches in the church are made of
springy palm-branches bound onto a framewark of poles supported by forked sticks
shifting.

It was great to get a good sleep. hy shoulders and arms are still sore

though from the twisting and jerking from the wheel yesterday aml from the constant

Sometimes even in the night 1 seemed to be virtually lifting the car by
the wheel and setting it over in a safer place, or pushing it ahead by the shift
lever as we strained up one of those mile-long mountains,

e 49 ———
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JMany-Tongued Congo Welcomes Belgian Methodist Missionaries

By Bishop Newell S. Booth
Elizabethville, Belgian Congo

It was an ecumenical Methodist conference. There were just the members of the
Southern Congo Provisional Annual Conference, and yet it was a gathering of the
nations. I had finished the ordination service. I wanted to send forth a call for
young men to chose the ministry as their life work. All nations shall flow to the
hill of the Lord. I asked the ordained men to stand again. There were two Bembas
from Rhodesia, a Laba and a Bemba from the Katanga, a Nsamba from Kanene, and three
Lubans from Kabongo and Mwanza. And then Marc Nelis from Belgium.

A thrill had gone through the whole Conference when I announced his transfer
from the Belgian Annual Conference. He and wife, Louise Baude Nelis, had reached
Mulungwishi two and a half months ago. Already their alert enthusiasm, their con-
secrated friendliness, their trained ability, their deep Christian spirit, their
abounding love for the African people had won them a warm place in the hearts of all
at Mulungwishi. And during the preceding week, while seven full days had been de-
voted to the committee work of the Conference and to the appropriation of the pawer
of the Holy Spirit, they had been taken into the hearts of the whole Conference.

Louise is a trained nurse. She has passed the course in tropical medicine in
Belgium. She has already had her month's internship at Elisabethville. She is ready
to start in with dispensary and maternity work, She and Marc have prepared plans for
the buildings. The Methodist church in Belgium sent her out with hundreds of dollars

worth of supplies and equipment for the dispensary. 1 have talked with Government
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authorities, and we can probably cipcct hel: from them in establishment and budget.

Marc has already started teaching. H: is very much now a part of the staff.
He has written home to Belgium: '".e have tz2en at Mulungwishi only a few days, but
that is enough to understand the urgent and multiple need of our black brothers. For
the building of a native church there must te a corps of natives perfectly trained.
There must be the conditions for healthy livlng.---There is so much to do, but our
ninistry now beginning fills us with joy, foe* i¢c is our call."

On Pentecost Sunday at the Methodist Clwrth on Champ—de-Mars in Bruelles they
dere commissioned in a moving ceremony. A pastor of a sister Protestant Church said,
tithile the leader read the liturgy of consecrtitien I could not prevent my apirit from
embracing in a single glance the immense army of missionaries whom the prophetic word
of John wesley had hurled forth over the road# o’ the world... 4t just that moment,
so grand, when, knecling, Mr. and Mrs. Nelis peccgved the imposition of hands, the
spirit of the love of Christ was placed with pewe= across the majesty of the sacred

act,"

And that power was felt again as Marc kn#lt at Mulungwishi to receive his ordi-
nation as & minister of the church of Christ. He Lecame a part of this ccumenical
ilethodist Conference. As I gave the call for .iew recruits I loocked at the group be-
fore me. The tribes of the ordained men had n> completed the list of African tribes.
There was Joab Mulela from a tribe way down in Rhodesga. Ruunds and Chokwes from
napanga and Sandoa, kbundus from Angola, and also Ndembe, Luena, and Kasai werc added
to those zbave. In the missionary group there were Danes, Finlanders, English as
well as the Belgians and Americans. A1l have been mace one by the impact of the
powcr of the Holy Spirit. There was diversity. I felt it when 1 came back to this
Confercnce where I had worked. Even though I could speak to them in any one of four
languages they use and could understand two others, y¢t I could find no one language
that all could follow. Here, where 1 ought to hc able to get away from the ubi-
quitous interprecter, I had to talk in two languages all wecke And the ordination

scrvice had called for four langusges. But all this only cmphasizes the unity of the




—3--
spirit. 4s at Pentecost every ren heard in his own language, but they were all to-
gether in one place with one accord,

I know that the Nelises could want no better welcome than that which they had
when twelve young men came forward to stand with Marc and the other newly ordained
men at the altar. Two of them were sons of the men who stood there. FRlisha Chibala,
one of these sons, made me wish that our own son was there, toos, He and Elisha were
playmates as ynungsters at Kanene and as boys in Elisabethville. Now they were

follawing the same call, for my son was ordained a deacon two months ago at the New

England Conference.

The unity became symbol this evening. I stond before the altar of the new
building of Springer Institute. I read the words "Take and eat’,"Drink ye all of
this". The eight new elders had distributed the element. The whole Conference as
one person consecrated themselves to united service in the tasks to which they had

been appointed that afternoon.
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Congo Government Works With Missionaries

By Bishop Newell S. Booth
Elisabethville, Belgian Congo

There is certainly a new appreciation of Protestant missions in Govermment

circles in the Congo. I have had abundant evidence of it today, WWe have had an
amazing series of confersnces with various officials.

The assistant comnissaire of the district had written to ask me te talk with
him about the place of our Church in the life of the native community of Elisabeth-
ville, He is preparing a complete statement of that life for a Government publica-
tion for the general publiec, He had decided to give large place to the work of our
Church, He started in by complimenting us effusively for the grand results we had
achieved in developing stable and socially valuable character in our people, He
said that a leading African, not a Christian, had commented to him on the excellence
of the life of the Protestant group., The commissaire asked him to what he attri-
buted this fact, The man said that they have a keen moral discipline and do not
drink nor smoke, They economize also from that restriction of habits and all to-
gether develop a life that is quite enviable, The commissaire said that he himself
knew that it was deeper than that, He continued that perhaps we had not been able
to furnish our people as high a grade of instruction and so often our people had
not from that fact received as high position, but that we had given more in real
education and that our folks benefitted from that, The commissaire asked that one
of our African men be suggested for membership on the official advisory committee.
He is arranging to give us twice the amount of land we requested in the newly de-
veloping native city, For an hour he talked -- mostly congratulating us on our
success in the vital work of a mission. I told him that we were convinced that
whatever success we have was largely due to the insistence on the close integration
of religion with every phase of life, He assured me that he agreed with that state-

ment,
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The provincial secretary of native affairs infermed us that eur plans for
the hospital at Kapanga, which is to secure 50% of the cost from the Native Welfare
Fund, had been approved by the medical department, the department of public works
and the governor of the Province, He had secured the quick and complete favorable
action, He also wrote down again definitely the indication that our Normal School
at Mulungwishi should receive again next year and the following one help fram the
Welfare Fund for the building and equipment., He wrote on the paper: "Since the

Fund has paid an amount for the start of the project in 1949 it is obligatory to in-

clude the amounts needed in 1950 and 1951." The sum received for 1949 is 720,000
francs for twe of the six buildings planned.

The director of the lands and titles offices told us that he saw no reason
why we should not receive a free grant of land at Mulungwishi to take in a ravine
which we wish to dam for a fish pond, the rest of our students! village, and an
athletic field, He got out maps and helped us plan our request for the land, He
also thought that the Government would grant us a lot for an additional missionary
residence in a choice part of Elisabethville,

The secretary at the semi-government real estate agency had a paper ready
for me to sign granting us land alongside our property for an athletic field, He
suggested that in view of our giving up an unsuitable site at Chituru in Jadotville
that we should experience no difficulty in getting a new place where we wanted it,
He said the granting of an extension of our lot in the native city in Jadotville had
been held up only because of internal disagreements within varieus branches of the
Government and that we could be assured that we would have the land in time, He
also said that possibly the colony would shift its allocation of a lot in the Euro-
pean town in Elisabethville so that we could be granted as a free concession the
lot we would like for a missionary residence, They have but recently granted a fine
site in the rapidly growing center at Kolwezi for school and church, two lots in
Elisabethville for a proposed chapel and guest house.

The head medical officer of the province was very encouraging about the pos-

sibility of securing aid from the Government for the erection of dispensaries at




-3 -
Mulungwishi and Sandoa and then fer Government accreditation of our nursas, which
includes regular help in the budget., Also he reaffirmed, what had been questioned
by a lower official, that there was provision for helping with the feeding of
patients at Kanene, He also said that the department was ready to subsidize the
baby clinic at kapanga a good many thousand francs, And that we should request ac-
creditation of our nurse there, He told me that it was not impossible that the
Government might assign to us one of our Protestant boys -~ a pastor!s son -~- who
has been attending the Government medical school at Government expense, He has re-

cently granted permission for a school at Kapanga for nurses! aids,
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The Bishop Goes Through the Arches

By Bishop Newell $§, Baolhleeessmmm.,

— ALrlca

There are twenty-three of them. Twenty-three woven palm-branch arches had
been placed by crippled hands to lead us into the very center of the Leper Camp at
Gikuki. There we found the people all amssembled before a palm=sheltered rude pulpit
with woveon meats spread below,.

Those arches seemed to bo & symbol to rme, for these lepers had come into a
nore abundant life under the arches. I scc the cvidences of scveral arches and per-
haps if one should count them &ll there might be the full twenty-three.

The first arch wes that of loving consideration. Dr. Charles Je Stauffacher
tnd his co-workers have through the years let the folks xnow that they love them and
in thut love of Christ guve them all the curce that they possibly could.

A sccond arch wis thet of saillful midical attentione Suffering has been
relicved and some cures effectod; :nd o1l mnde more comfort:blc bocause of the sceu-
raote use of scicntific knowlecdgu.

Another oreh was that of tune contrality of religion. All that hes been done
has bcun done in the name of God; ¢nd the very decply spiritunl men who :rcts as pu:stor
to thesc follis lewds theom nol ouly into church membership bub rppurently zlso into
real f¢llowship wilh God.

Another arch has been t':nt of cureful community planuing. 4 group lives us
nenrly as possible as o normsl community. The lesders of the village are there; par-
dens are rrowing eround outside; numbeorless fruit trees and coconut palus wre producine
al1itional food.

Tho £ifth arch is that of the dovelopment or the appreciction for beuuby. The




-2 =

sk gy

grounds are well laid out; flowering shrubs as well as fruit trees are growing; nany
of' the houses have attractive flowerbeds around. And on our visit we took part in an
annual contest as we judged the results of the artistic decorations placed on the
vwells of the houses -- animals of all kinds were there, designs had been inventecd, a
religious theme was presented in picture formn,

Fine Christian African folk have dedicated their lives to the assistance of
the lepers and to minister help in the dispensary there. From their appearance one
is certain that they mingle love with the medicine.

A final arch is that of the joy in song. It was = grert expericnce to hear
those pcople sing. Their whole bodics expressed the songs. Toes and fingers were
gone, rcal pain must have been present with many, wrinkled faces of the leonine type
sccmed almost to crack as they sanc,

Through all thcse arches and many more these peoople had come into the centre
of the Christian community. Groet numbers of them had never hoard the Christian story
or song beforc they came; but now most of them arc church members and all are living
according to the regulations of a Christian group. They have found in exchange for
tho cry of "Unclecan" the call or Christ "Come unto me", and more abundeant life. They
express it not only in their own living, but in thoughtful zcts for others. That was
wnat led them to cut and weave thoso pulm arches to welcome their now bishop. That
was what placed the shelter over the place where he wus to speak to protecct him wnd
his compenions from the threstening roin. The reality of their abundunt 1ife¢ humbles
others of us who huve so much und yet compliin. Their excited Joy us they sang the
songs of love and their great pleasure in the whole visit shone on their lfuces as they
sald good~bye and they ran along singing after the car.

Anyone vwho has rade and continucs to melic such villige wossible is thrice
blest: blest in his own giving: blest in rating possible the consecrated service of
the doctor and nurses and assistants: tlest in the lives of tlese ieople with destric=-
tive germs of leprosy in their bodies, but the joy of' Christian fellowship in their
hearts. Certainly all v give to this vork are companions with the Christ who said,

"I will. Be thou clean."

vmc== 45 wenew
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