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Methodism 
TH IS work is indispensable to anyone 

\\'ho "ishes to kno'v the judicial nc-­
tion taken by the General Conference 
and \\'ho is without nee~ to the Gen­
eral Conference Journals from the be­
ginning. And even one \\'ho bas the 
journals finds Bishop Cooke's '\\'Ork 
most helpful in enabling him to find 
readily v.·hether the General Confer­
ence hns taken action nt any time in a 
similar ease. 

BISHOP RICHARD J. COOKE 
Born in New York, January 31, 1853. 

He graduated from J~ast Tennessee 
Wesleyan University in 1880 and stud­
ied o._year at the University of Berlin. 
The University of Tennessee hns con­
ferred the degree of D.D. upon him. 
Bishop Cooke entered the nunistry of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1873, nod has served U8 pastor, professor 
of New Testament exegesis and hist-Ori­

~ cnl theology, vice--ebnnccllor and acting 
president of-Grant University, editor of 
l\lethodist AdVoeate Journal, and in 
1904 was elected book editor of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in \vhich 
capacity he served until 1912, whc-n he 
was elected to the episcopacy. Bishop 
Cooke bus served on importnnt com­
mittees of the cbureh and from 1896 
until elected to the P.piscopncy \\"as 
B member of General Conference. A 
contributor to the <"hurt"b press and 
importnnt mn,,;nzines, Bishop Cooke, 
who is the author of The Wingless 
Hour. bns nlso written Doctrine of 
the Resurrc<'tion1 Reasons for Churrh 
Creed, The Historic Episcopate, Christ 
nod the Critics, The ln<"nrnntion a.nd 
Recent Criti<"ism, etc. Bishop Cooke's 
address is Helena, Montnnn. 
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Methodism 
THIS is not merely n new history of 

}.lctbodism'a arm of po\\·cr. It is 
nn intC"rprctntion and critique from the 
inside. Dr. Hensey is o. faithful and 
n fearless C'ritic. In this book one secs 
the Methodist System nt work. It is 
a book for the lnymnn as \Veil ns the 
preacher. Every Methodist is l'itnlly 
nff'ectcd by the Itinerant System and 
therefore every Methodist should un­
derstand thnt system. 

JAMES A. HENSEY 
Born at Rawlings Station, Allegany 

County, Mnrylnnd,.l\:lnrch 5, 1866, nnd 
edu<'nted at Allegany Scminnry, Illinois 
\\'eslcyn.n University, n.nd Drew Theo­
logical Seminary. There have been 
conferred on him the degrees of B.A ., 
Ph.B., B.D., and Ph.D. He served ns 
a student supply for ty.•o years in the 
Baltimore Annual Conference, nnd in 
the same capacity and for the same 
length of tin1c in the Ne"·nrk • .\nnua.I 
Conference. lie joined the latter Con­
ference in 1891 and was transferred to 
the Wyoming Conference in 1905. Dr. 
Henscy was pastor of Centennry 
Church, Binghamton, New York, for 
seven years, and \\"RS appointed super­
intendent of the Binghamton District 
in 1912. Dr. Hen~ey is the author of 
The Di8trict Supt>riatcndent-Asset or 
Liability?, Poverty and Preaching: 
The Truth About It, and The ltincr­
nncy: Its Power and Peril. 
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BISHOP RICHARD J. COOKE' 
Born in New York, January 31, 1853. 

He graduated from Enst Tennessee 
Wesleya.n Universi_ty in 1880 and stud .. 
ied a_year at the University of Berlin. 
The University of Tennessee hns con­
ferred the degree of D. D. upon him. 
Bishop Cooke entered the nunistry of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1873, and hns served as pastor, professor 
of New Testament exegesis and histori­
cal theology, viee-ehnncellor and acting 
president of Grant University, editor of 
l\Iethodist Advocate Joumnl, and in 
190~ was elected book editor of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in 9-·hich 
capacity he served until 1912, when he 
\\'QB elected to the episcopacy. Bishop 
Cooke has Bl'rved on importnnt com­
mittees of the church und from 1896 
until elected to the ~ist'opncy was 
o. member of G<"ncrnl conference. A 
contributor to the church press and 
important magazinc;>s, Bishop Cooke, 
"·ho is the author of The Wingless 
Hour, hns nlso written Doctdne of 
the Resurrection, Reasons for Chur('h 
Creed, The Historic Episcopate, Christ 
nod the Critics, The Incarnation nnd 
Rcct'nt Criti('ism, etc. Bishop Cookc"s 
address is Helena, Montana. 
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JAMES A. HENSEY 
Born at Rawlings Station, Allegany 

County, l\lnrylnnd, l\lnrcb 5, 1866, and 
educated at Allegany Seminary, Illinois 
Wesleyo.n University, and Dre\v Theo­
logical Seminary. There have been 
conferred on him the degrees of B.A., 
Pb.B .. B.D., and Ph.D. He served ns 
o. student supply for tv.·o yea.rs in the 
Baltimore Annunl Conference, and in 
the same capacity and for the same 
length of time in the Nev.·ark Annual 
Conference. He joined the latter Con­
ference in 1891 and was tran&fcrrcd to 
the Wyoming Conference in 1905. Dr. 
H enscy was pastor of Centenary 
Church, Bingho.mton, New York, for 
seven ycaf'5, and v;ns appointed super­
intendent of the Binghamton District 
in 1912. Dr. Hensey is the author of 
The District Superintendent-Asset or 
I~iability? t Poverty and Preaching: 
The Trutn About It, nnd The Itincr­
nney: Its Power and Peril. 



Bishop Cooke 

Richard J. Cooke was horn in-New York city, 
Jan. 31, 1853. Early in life be removed to Ten- . 
nessee. He was graduated'from East Tennessee 
U~iversity (claso .of IPSOi,. and then spent a 
year in study at the University of Berlin in 
Gerinany. The University of Tenneesee con­
ferred upon him the degree of D. D. He waa 
Mceived into Holaton Conference In 1873, and 
served in the pastorate until 1889, when be was 
appointed professor of New Testament exege .. 
sis and historical theology in Grant University 
(now the University of Chattanooga). He was 
made vice president of the University in 1893, 
and became acting president in 1897. In 1891 
be was elected editor of the Method;st Adt'o-

cate Journal, publlohed at Athena, Tenn., and 
wa1 made Book Editor of the church In 1904. 
Bishop Cooke baa played a prominent part in 
Methodiam. He baa been fraternal delegate to 
the Brltiah and Irlah Wesleyan Conferencea, as 
well as a member of two Ecumenical Confer­
ences and a member of several of the moat im­
portant commlssiona in our Methodiem. He has 
written extensively, among his works being, 
"The Doctrine of the Resurrection," 11 Reasons 
for Church Creeds," "Christianity and Child­
hood," "The Historic Episcopate,"" History of 
the Ritual of the Methodist Episcopal Church," 
" Christ and the Critics," " Digest of Judicial 
Decisions of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Eplecopal Church," and " The !near~ 
nation and Recent Criticlam." Be is the first 
repreeentetlve of our white work in the South 
to be efevated to the episcopacy. 
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representing him - as the best man to sue· 

1 ceed him in Boston University if he shoulc 
1 be taken away. We never heard hiu 

commend so highly and so frequently .an3 
other student. · 

- The New York Times is resporisibl1 
for the statement that the late Samue 
M. Bowne, of New York, left an es· 

' tate of $1,976,976. Mrs. Nettie Bowm 
receives by her husband's will $923,. 
249. Many nieces and nephews receiv1 

• legacies. The following institutions re· 
ceive bequests: New York Church Ex ten. 
tion and Missionary Society, $49, 515 

\ 
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Methodist institutione comes true, Metho­
diem will rapidly come to a place of vital 
leadership in the thought and moral life 
of the nation. 

The speakers were Preside'nt William A. 
Shanklin, of Wesleyan University, who 
spoke on the subject, "The C:hristian 
College in American Education." Hon. 
R. A. Booth, of Eugene, Oregon, in dis­
cussing the" question, " Why the Denomi· 
national College ? " urged laymen to give 
liberally co maintain our institutimfs. The 
fact that the speaker bas already given 

f' 1 ~ - .L" __ .&.n-~ ..... +hiC' 



BISHOP RICHARD JOSEPH COOKE. 

Richard Joseph Cooke is a New Yorker by 
birth, under sixty years of age, college­
trained, a preacher since 1873, an educator, 
an Advocate editor, an author and general 
book editor since 1904. He Is a polished 
writer. His sentences sparkle. There ls 
force in his elevated literary style. His speech 
Is vehement. His eye, his look, his manner 
all bespeak animation. He wlll not be found 
In the background anywhere. He received a 
large vote for the e~iscopacy four and eight 
years ago, and tlie fact that he ls now elected 
proves that he has excellent wearing quallt!es. 
The church wlll hear from him often and 
favorably. 



will keep one in closer touch with them than 
that? Yes, one thing will: to do something 
to show one's affection. That Is the crowning 
grace of love. If, to "the sessions of sweet, 
silent thought," we add the thoughtful deed 
of remembrance, the message of unwavering 
fealty, something to indicate that the fire of 
affection· still burns upon the altar of thR 
heart-we need have no fear that old affec­
tions will fall, or lose any of their fragrance 
and beatific grace with the years. Nor are 
the years the full scope and measure of these 
heart holdings. Heart ties that hold here 
will hold everywhere. Loyalties for this 
stage of existence are loyalties for all stages 
of existence. 

Berkeley, Cal. 

+ + 
SEEING \VHA'.l' \VE LOOK FOR 

Cleland B, McAfee, J). 1). 

There is a familiar fact in common experi­
ence which can he turned into large value for 
us all. It is that when we charge our minds 
with an idea, there will come to us from all 
sides material to enrich that idea. Every­
bcdy seems to be writing and speaking about 
·~- •Mn .. in which we are interested. ·we 
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Bishop Richard Joseph Cooke, 
D.D., L.H.D., LL.D. 

Bishop Cooke died at his home in A thens, 
Tenn., on Christmas dny. 

Richard Joseph Cooke wus born in New 
York l'ify, January 31, 1853. His parents, 
Ri"hnrd nn<l Joana (Geary) Cooke, Wl're 
Roman Catholi1·s from Ir~lun<l, and their son 
was brought up in thnt klith urn! attended 
parochial school in Brookl)·n. He had his 
own way to make in the world and at the 
uge of nineteen wm t to TPunessee as a 
u·orker in a ra1lwn:v eon~t1'Ut't1on gang. Hf'rf' 
he came under Prote~funt influences whil'h 
dmnged his whole rour~e of hfr. He b1•gan 
118 n Metho<li~t rirl'nit l'lClN in Tenne,;see 
Confcrem·c in 1874. lo,atr<l in 1877. and wn~ 
rf'udmittl'd to Holston Conferrn<'e in 1879. 
He had ~light prepnrution, but he ~et hii:i-elf 
resolutely to renwdy his drfi<'icn .. irs, and at 
the age of twenty-~eYen he was itrn<luated u t 
East Tennessee W ci<lcyun l'ni\'ersity ~ t 
Athens. He had :llready begun to make 
his mark. He enjoyed a yrur of study 
in Berlm UniYersity (1885) and to the rod 
of a busy life was an cager studcnt of 
th<>ology and philosophy. In 1889 he 
began lo tench New Test.nment exegesis nnd 
hi•torital theology in the 8chool of The­
ology of U.S. Crant University, Chattunooga, 
Trnn. (now UniYersity of Chattanooga), 
which institution he also sen·cd as vire­
rhanccllor und acting chuncellor, serving also 
all editor of the Melhodi.st Advocatr Journal 
(1891-1904). His learning nnd inldlrctual 
vigor attracted wi<ln attention to his edito­
rials. From 1904 to 1912 he wns Book Editor 
of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, and re­
sided chiefly in New York during that 
period. In 1912 at Minneapolis he was ~lecled 
bishop. He had been a member of every 
General Conference since 1896, eerving on 
important committees and holding his ground 
in debate with the best. He aerved on com­
misaio1111 lor reviain1 the Ritual and the 
HymMI uad - a commi..;..er Oii Method-

ist Federation, Puifi1•ation nn<l J11Ji1•inl Pro­
eedurc. He ad\·ocutrJ a supr<•mr eourt for 
the Church, bui was defeated. In 1006 .he 
was fraternal dcl<'gate lo the W cslryan Con-

Bishop Richard Joseph Cooke 

ferenres in England und Ir~bnd. ll1s books 
include Doctrine of the llcs11r11 l'l1<m, Rra­
aom for a Church Crcrd, The l/i.,fm·it: Rpis­
copale, History of the Rit1tal uf thr .ll<'lh­
odiat Episcopal Church. Christ nm/ !hr I 'it,,.,,, 
Digest of Judicial Dcci.•io11.•, ,\fl'tlwi/1.,l /!,'p1.•­
copal Church, /ucar11<1tim1 ""'' /{1 ('Cit( I.,,,,. 

· ciam, Religion in Russia /:11dl'r the .'itJJ•u·/s. 
Thi! Bishop's assignments ns r<'i'idrnt bi>hop 
were Portland, Ore. (1912-1916J, !lt·ll'nn, 
Mont. (1916-20). In 1920, brrnnsc of im­
paired healLh, he ask<>d to be placed on the 
retired list. He ha' since livrd umong 'h1-
books at Athens, Tenn., reading, writing and 
occa.sionally emerging from his r<'f in•uwnt Io 
preach. He sufferrd a slight strokr a few 
years ago. While returning from the B1•hops' 
Meeting in Harrisburg, l'n., last month he 
had a fall in the Union Station at Wa"hing­
ton, which had scriO\IS effects. On l\' ovcmbcr 
'l1 he had a second apoplectic sho1•k from 
which he did not rally. On De<"cmber 25 he 
pasaed away. 

Bi~hop Cooke was twice married. By hi" 
first wifr, Eliza Getty$ Fi~hcr, of Afhrn", 
Trnn., I!!' haJ four sot.,;, Richard '\V., .lunws 
F., \V illiam Ruic and Francis J. She died m 
1904. In 1923 he married her sister. Ella B. 
Fi,hcr, who survives him, with William and 
1.-runds. 

Memorial Sl'rvices for Bishop Cooke werr 
conducted from the First Methodist Episeo­
pal Church at Athens, Tenn., Sunday mom­
mg, December 27, 1931, in charge of his pa8-
tor, Dr. W. M. Dye. Dr. J. M. Md<•nr rrnd 
the ritnal, "I am the resurrection and th< 
life." Biohop Cooke's favorite hymns-"Fu,lr, 
fade each earthly joy," "Rock of Agt"S," "O 
Lo,·c that wilt not let me go"-were sung. Dr. 
J. M. Emert read the Scriptures. Bishop IL 
L. Smith offered prayer. Doctor Mrlear re­
viewed the official life of Bishop Cooke. 

Bishop William F. McDowell followed wilh 
nn appropriate sddre5B, closing with Long­
fellow's hoes: 

"Dead he lay among his hooks I 
The pe11ce of God was in his looks." 

Bidhop Smith of Chattanooga gave a fitting 
closing &ddress. Interment was in Cedar 
Grove Cemetery, where Bishop Smith, Doo­
t-0r Dye, Doctor Emert and Doctor Melear 
conducted the committ.nl eervice. 



BIBii.O .' COOK,.)• 

~arly in lil'o he removed to '.i'onnoosoo. He w1.. .. 2 g:rud:u;;~tad from .i.Gast 

'11011n0ssl'.!e University (class of 1880), u.nc.1 then SJ Jent !.t. yoaJ.~ in study at 

the Un.i:vo"Bi.·ty o:f ,;;o:rtlu i•: Ger::.~~ny. '..!.1.h0 Univurolt;y of '.!:a.nneosee oon­

:f'erro<l iuion him t.ho dc.r::xee o:r 1 • • l~. JJ.c .10.3 roe.Jived into liolsto:u Gon-

vice P.cosiJcn·~ e::f ti.Jo U:n:tvorsl ~.y ln 18D;;,, 1-11•.- ueow.10 acting presic,ent; in 

1904. .bishop t:ooJ;:e 11as ,Jl1:.yecl '" pi·ominent pa.rt in .t·lc:thoc.l.i sm. Be hl:tfJ 

been frater11Lil delog<..te to 

as well as a mcm1b.:.'l' o:f two .;;;cu.t:icniu<.J. conf'cre:naos und a.. mon1ber of 

several of tho most imt}O:rtt:.nt cornrnisoiono in our :icLhodism. Do hn.s 

written 0~-:tens:J.~1ely, 1.111011g his vrorJ;:s being, '''..L'ho .Doot:ri11e of the 

i:\esu.rx·aotion, ·: "lie1;1.so11s fox· 0Jru.rch G:roods," ''Ohrlstiuni ty c~nd Childhood,'' 

rnctl'l'l(:tl.on .:.«.id Lecent Griticisrn." r1e io the firct re1;resont.:.,.tive o:f 

H ovcmbo:i;· 1, 1~1113. 
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Photographs from this
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For more information
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