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Bishop John Early

Ty VIBRGINIA METHODIST ADVOCATE

A Man of Faith and Works

n an April evening 1804 2 youth of
O 18 years made his way to the

chancel of Flat Rock Church in
the hills of Bediord County. Va., and
kneeling there dedicated his life to his
Lord and to the forwarding of the Chris-
tiazn Kingdom. From that moment of
decision in a geemingly insignificant
chapel in the woods was Lo come i fn-
reaching influence upon Mothodism in
Virginia and the United States The
youth who Lknelt in the company of other
penitents was (o Become a preacher, an
administrator, an educator and a civie
leader.

John Larly was born on January 1.
1786, in Bedford County. e was one
of the 13 children of Joshuu sarly, &
descendant of late 17th century immi-
grants, and Alary Leftwich Barly. a de-
geendant of early English settlers in
virginia. lie and his brothers and sis-
ters had little formal education for there
were few opportunities for schooling in
the hill country of Virginia during his
childhoed, but his command of lng-
lish and knowledge of the Bible shown
by the sermon outlines from his early
ministry indicate that he received good
trainine,

Methodist Converl
Though his parents were devout Bap-
tists, he was converted to Methodism
while still a young man and never after

. sworved in his helief that the doetrines
]

of the Weslevan persuusion Wwere the

"most diredt channe! of the soul's salva-

Alethodist preaching appealed to
He liked the tire and olo-
quence of the early vircuit riders, he
liked the singing and the ahar calls.

In 1806 he was licensed to preach
Aceordine to the late Dr. W. W, lien-
nett, Larh's first sermon wasx preached
atl Wilson's Clhinrel on the Bediord Cir-
cuit wih  the Grarg that b boal ~hd

tion.

ol jeeestin. o with [IC I I BCLR RS Y

f1e.. ey hi'- VAR KACENNE | Tive o et

later I ol wos ordained o oo M
TR TS SEUP RS B R S DR § S

S0 15un
new  lies fadine in the avoines of the
Vircinia Condforenoe in A+hland The
folloretz Yoar Be was urdincd an iy

| by Bachey Wilihaen MoRendie,

1Toe Sndlg=iry 0 Co i ainens the <laves

of Thowmaz Tefferson at Poplar Pared
abe 11 e = e s Jeee e 13-
ford County,  He was chonly mosveld

froin this s rviee to the cireuits near his

honte, where ke caried on his work n
1T

By WILLIAM K. THOMAS

Pastor Beuluh Church, Richmond District

Bishop John Farly

ageressive attitude  won the approval
of hix ecelesiastical superiors and of his
colleagues in the eirenit ministry alike.
and in 1812 e was named by them to
attend the tirst deleziated General Con-
ference held in Americsr.

Accardine to  his  autohiographical
sketel he married Miss Aun Warren of
Noith Caroling in January, 1815 Since
Bishop Asbury and his jellowers were
Larzely opposed to marviaee on the part
of the preachers he was constrained to
loeate Tor o numbor of yeinw, His wife
died in 1820 leaving no chil-
dren, and Faly was vreadmitted 1o the
itineraney it the 3xth <ses<ion of 1the Vir-
In
1822 Lhe mariied \iss Thzabeth Ihowne
Rives o Vireinda woman, with whom he
remained happily wnited antil her death
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thority and prestige; his reply to each
being that he “couldn’t come down to
such positions.”

IZarly was first elected secretary of
the Virginia Conferenec in 1815, the
vear of his location. IHe again was
«lected in 1822 upon lis readmission,
holding the secretaryship until 1844,
except in the years 1831 and 1841 when
he presided in the albisence of a bishop.
e held the office again from 1846 until
1849, making a total of 27 yvars.

The divicion of the church in 1844
was one of the most important events of
his ministry, Ile was prominent in the
=eparation period as a leader in the or-
canization of the Alethodist Episcopal
Church, South. A speaker at the con-
stituting convention of the Southern
Church at Louisville in 1845, he waus
ilso elected president pro tempore of its
first General Conference and appointed
chairman ol its finance committee, In
addition to his other duties, Early was
clected book agent ol the newly formed
connection in 1845, 1ie opened his of-
fice in Itiechmond shortly alter his elec-
tion and expanded the publishing inter-
ests of his ehurch until 1854 when he
left the ageney and it was moved to
Nashiille.

Elected Bishop

In 1834 at the third General Confer-
ence of the M. £, Chureh, South, at Co-
lumbus=. Early was elevated to the
episcopacy, Although he was 6§ at the
time of his lection and apparently npear
the end of hix emreer, he continued to he
aetive in episcopil labors tor 12 years
and lived on for searly 20 years aftee
his consecration as hishop,

Death came in Ianehburz on Novemn-
It 5, 8T 1ti- puassing widely
mourned in both Sonth and North and
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182 to be called Randolph-Macoy Col-
lega  Tle gave more time to the “Semi-
of learning,” whiech was lnt;hle(l
tivst at Boxdton, Vi, and later at Ash-
land, than he did to any other one in-

nary
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Modern Noah’s Ark to Aid Africans

By Religious News Service.

Vickshnrg, Miss.——A modern Noalh's
Ark, equipped for physical and spiritual
reclamation work, will soon be on its
way to Liberia.

The war-surplus LSM, converted for
ocean-going use and the constructive
work of peace, is being loaded at a Mis-
sigsippi Iiver landing 10 miles south
of Vicksburg., Its cargo will include
tractors, farm machinery and a com-
plete sawmill for taming the jungles of
Afieca for the benefit of man.

R. G. LeTournreau, industrialist who
has turned his talents and financial re-
sources to the service of religion, is
sponsoring the latter-day Ark.

“1Iungry natives will listen to us
ahout God.” he says, "if we can show
them a field of grain with a combine
harvesting more in a day than they can
eat in a year.”

Alr. LeTourneau placed his plan be-
fore the State Department, which
cleared it with the government of Li-
beria. Jle now has permission to carry
out the plan as a2 demonstration of the
Gospel and of American technology.

A carefully chosen crew—""technical
missionaries” as Mr. LeTourneau calls
make the voyage. The

“*Ark” will carry food and supplies for

20 people for a year.

Mr. LeTourneau’s son-in-law and
daughter, Gustave and Louise Dick, will
head the group. Both have heen aotive
iy religious work since their vouth, Aec-
companied by their three children, {hey
are prepared for an indefinite stay in
the Liberian jungle.

Half-Million Acres

AMr. LeTourneau intends to lease half
4 million aeres of undeveloped jungle
land. If he can improve the tiact sub-
stantially within 34 vears, the Liberian
government will extend his lease for an-
other o,

The man whoese life and work have
sarned him the name of *God’s husiness
Cartner’ fecls that this is the best way
;- which Aweriea cenixt BacEward
taticoedns

“Teach thoet 1o s
trey «on help thenselves S W LeToun-
nean sars  CWe ean show them meme
M a vear than we ean tell them inoa 1ifw-
1icht way to live ™
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Alissionaiy work in Afriea he
Ly prozyessed slowly hecause mest of
31 must he cartied to remote, hard-to-
1wl areas in heny jungle and beosuse
e oty es lave not boen fraimed to use
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1 cioen trilesmen have o
destponing riel aeres of virein timber-
sintle sparse
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Negroes in Liberia learn to help the
missionary doctor.

ricecrop. This very timber will he used
by Mr. LeTourneau's group {0 miake up
some of the expense of the venture.
That’s where the sawmill comes in. Af-
ter it has been set up, the small crew
will e able to process a wealth of raw
lumber for sale in American and Fu-
ropean ports,

Underneath this timberland lies
some of the world's richest soil, accord-
ing to Mr. LeTourneau, who prepared
for the expedition by making airplane
ilights over the region and extensive
topozrapliical studies.

crhat dirt will raise anything,” he
savs, AMinerals and other natural re-
sources wlhich may lie bencath the sur-
face also will do their part in financing
the eapedition’s work.

Bafiu Bay, a bite in the Guinea coast
of Africa 100 miles rrom civilization,
will he the startinz point for Mr. lLe-
Tourneau's eyperiment.  From there his
warkers will foree their way inland
through a junele maze which svars o
2000 lect dbove sei level at some poinis,
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URGES AMERICAN CHURCE®Y
UNDERGIRD MISSIONARY
MOVEMENT

Silver Bay, N. Y. (RNS)--A.nerican
churches should serve as the finaneial
and moral base for the world-wide
Christian movement, it was urged here
by Dr. Karl K. Quimby, educational sec-
retary of the JMethodist Board of Mis-
sions and Church Extension.

He said that since this country had
1emained “‘relatively undisrupted by the
ravaces of war™ it could well afford to
undersird the missionary movement”
Tor the whole world for years {o come.”

Dr. Quimby gave the major address
at the opening of an eight-day mission-
a1y education conforence sponsored hy
the National Council of Churches.

Calling on the churches to bring the
missionary enterprise “much closer to
the center of the life of the churches,”
he said that the relatively new and
siregeling uations of Asia offer an un-
precedented opportunity for the ‘‘mis-
sionary outreach’ of American churches.

“These states happen to contain more
than a third of the popuiation of the en-
tire world. As they go, so will go the
whole world. The Christian mission
needs to get there first before any other
ideology captures or Dpoisons their
minds.”

In secking to expand the missionary
work of the echurches, Dr. Quimby said,
a “careful restatement” of goals and
objectives is essentfal in order to enlist
a new generation in missionary en-
deavor.

The present work of the churches in
this field, the Methodist oflicial said, *'is
still being earried forward by members
of a pasl generation.” Itor this reason,
smany leaders today feel the time is ripe
for a carefnl restatement of our mission
to the world.”

Dr. Quimby stressed the need to get
away from the notion that Christian
missions are merely “an attractive sun
patlor, or @ wing to the house of our
taith.'”

“\issions are hot an afterthought, or
same invidental addition to {he prozram
of the ¢hurell  Rather, they are the

vy oatilow of the heart of God Mis-
cions ‘it 31 the e at of revelation
Tio- i<siotnary « ulereles Was  als

Lk by seane So0 chnreh and mission
le vtr i oo e e U e dowe oy Prretest-
ant denomiiarions and cizlit countiles,
mmeluding Africa India, Seotland, Wales,
Canate Chinn and Korea, 1lizhlicht of
the mieeting was a zolden anniver .o¥
cetobiation ol the m=siofary 1dne e
yrenvesnent, which was fonnded in Silver
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Thes thaet trustin the Lord shall he as
At Zion which cannat he 1emoved hut

abideth fmever -=T:alm 125
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! Lvery chureh member shounld see
America's outstanding religions dromm——
3 (Life of Joxun Christ)
Yarfous IGmm Cine-Color P{lm-y
smorithle $3-min. Faperience
. Resnerve Nowtd
f 1dewater Audio-Visual Center

4 g17 W. 35th St., Norfolk & Va
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